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STAY CONNECTE

A Parent By Any Other Name:
What Kids Call Their LGBTQ Parents

by Dana Rudolph | dradol phi@mombian.com

contrilbuting writer

(e of the mos frequent questions

the mumses—and the soris behind Semetimes names can change, as in

I've heand From prespective LGETCY
parcnts is ‘Hx'lhll. ‘h'm“ our k.lll‘ '.'n:l"
ws?” | therefore began the Mombian
LGHTO) Parental Mames Project in
011 o collecr examples of our pa
renral names Here are juss a few of

them—that mare than 400 people
I“'ﬂ'l.' nom m('lﬂ“lﬂ\".‘al\' tth.l'\.'hI
There are, unsurprisingly, locs of

this Eumily:
"W started parenting first as faster
parents.... In the st men years we've

Genelle Bishop

Carolyn Genelle Bishop passed
awary paacchully, ar ber home bn Beo
wodl, Masswchaseres, on March 1L
2024, just one weck past her BHth
hirthday cclebragion.

Bom in the small town of Goose

“Mom,” “Mommy “Mama” “Dad”
*Daddy” and “Papa.’ accasionally wich
3 first name o indrial added

had 16 kids come and go throagh our

.lre'm“,r\.r_pr-J

50th An

of the

Combahee River Collective

'I-'|Ii:c years g, in 1974, the Com-
abee River Colleerive was founded in
Bawton by several leshian and foninise
wommin of African dosomnt, As a sister-
hﬂd, d'l.l:'l ||J'|d: mODL’ (I'l“ (I]Eir acms
of protest were shoaldered by and be-
cavse of their ancestors—lmown and

o oy Rex frewe Monroe
§ comgribneeing wviter

unknown—wha came bedore them,
The CRCYS mame honors the milicary
actions of abolitionist Harrict Tub-
man, known ax tee 1863 Combahee
River Raid, which freed over 750 en-
slaved people.

‘The CRC founders and frequent

partlcipants are the A-lisr of Black
feminismt  foremothers:  Cheryl
Clarke, Demita Frazier, Glocia Akasha
Hull Awdre Lorde, Chidane MeCrax
Mango Okarawa-Rey and cwins Basha-

e mﬁ.hw#

Things to know about developments
impacting LGBTQ+ rights across the US

By Geoft Mulvihill

Associated Press

A bepal serdement In Florida, leglsls
tive action in Adkansas and a bhwsuit in
Creorgia this week made wavesinanan
going nacional barle over the righes of
LGRTOW Americsns,

Crverthe past three years o so, many
Republican offictals have been orying
tar limit these sights, impesing rule oa
“'Ilil.'!‘ SpHNTY I:HII.\H,L'IIJI:L' "ll“lclﬁi can
play and which hathrooms they can use,

A mpugr 7

LGETOs righis supporiers rmly n e halvay cutsde on lowa House Judcany
subcommiies hearng, Wednescay Jan. 31, 2024, al the Stalebouse n Cos
Moings, lowa. Tha rights of LGETO: paopla continua to be in fux aomiss tha LLS,
with a raw flumy of devalopments, AP Photo by PhodniCharta Nabaergal

Creek, Texzs, vo Frederic and Martha
Lee Fenton, Genelle enjoyed a child
haod hlled wich rennis, wzr:ﬁk:lng.

see BASHOR, puage S
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The true worth of
the Cost of Living

GOina Fonseca &8 Jess and Sean Leviashvll ag John in “Goal of Lving ™ at Speak
Eagy Stage Campany Fhso by Mie Scoll Shudios.

Cost of Living, SoeakEasy Stage Company at Aoberts Studio

Thesilre, Calderwood Paylian,

March 30, 61 7-933-B600 or wisw S

o Canler for the Arts, through
eakEasy Stage, com

By Jules Becker
Contrifnting Writer

Caring and being cared For are
univeesl homan needi—aolten sty
ficd & grear pesoml cose. As Mar-
tyma .\1|'|i'\.|r‘«. r":l\“-'L'TFU“:I' dl:l“\."ll.xrﬂl:l:'b
in her 2018 Pulitzer Prize winning
play "Cost af Living™ (2006 ac Wil-
liamesrown znd 2023 Tony nominee),

sach connection can be all the more
challenging for people with disabili
ties, Under the srang direction of
Alex Lonacl, SpeakEasy Stage Com-
panys moving Boston arca premiere
i capouaring the cmotional joumeys
and physical challenges of two such
people, John, a mid-20% Princeton

sce GOST OF LIVING, pgye 5

“I didn’t marry, Robin. And I didn’t give birth to
children. I married Nature. Nature’s my husband!”

—denifer Lewis tells ABC's Robin

ris about her near-death experience in Africa.

more in Billy Masters on page 8!
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Got vaginal discharge and fishy odor that won’t go
away? Participate in research and help find a solution!

You may be eligible if you:

» Are between 18-40 years old and assigned female at birth
« Have bacterial vaginosis or discharge with fishy odor

« Not using an IUD or Nexplanon (implant) as birth control

What's included:

« Free STl testing and pap smear

» 10 in-person visits, some with blood draws and pelvic

exam
« Compensation per visit, up to $585 total

« Parking voucher or travel

SCAN ME
TO SIGN UP!

L.

(617)-724-3326 or (617)-724-5034
MGHVIBRANTSTUDY@MGB.ORG
rally.massgeneralbrigham.org/study/vibrant
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David Mixner, LGBTQ+ activist and Bill
Clinton campaign advisor, dies at 77

MNEW YOHRE I:A_I"I — [David Mixmer, 2 hnﬁ-
e LOBTO 4+ actvisr whi was an adviser oo Bill
Clinton durirg his presidential campaggn and Lirer
called him our over the "Doa’t Ask. Dran't Tell
ar gueer smrmnn.d in the milicary, has died He
was 77

Mixrer died Manaday ar his hame in Mew Yook
Cire according ro Annse Parke, prasidont amd
CFO of the LGETQ4 Vicory Fund, Mixner
hixl boen in bosgice For some dime, Packer satel, In
199 1, Mixner way anc of the EJQIIH“HH micmbers
of the onganization hat recruits and suppares LG
BT+ polivical candidases.

*David was 2 comrageous. resilient and nnyield
l|¥ ﬁ.\k’e H.'\r mochal I.'I'IJIEI! ar & gnmse WIMﬁ HET
commanity Faced widespread diseriminarion and
an HIV/ AIDS crists ignored by the polideal clas
i ‘R":uhu]_.:lxu. DHCT the Vi ey Fuisl sadd in a
satement Monday, “In 1987, David joined one
af the firs HIV/ AIDS prosests outside the Bea-
Fﬂ "I"J'uu: J'&H.IK, Whm Plﬁ.ﬂ.' wore tl.[l!ﬂ 3]5\1'\1
because of the stigma ard misinformazion amoond
HIV/AIDS, and was amrested.

Micner believed thar the LGETOH commag-
nity pesded oo be visibly and conskstently i bved
i thie polical proess and “duipged peopls along
with him.” sid Parker, the farner mayor of Hous-
ron. Texas. He was social and witey and had a big
persamality, she said, but added that it was his mor-
al compass thar peaple showdd remember the mosz:
He was willing eo speak up and sand ap,

“He gax adher peaple mbe inweolved bur he also
held people aceomntable” Parkes said. ~“When
palicktuns didn't msbe thele commsiomens, he wis
willing tocall theemout an e

Mixncr groe up in Elmer, Mow Jersey, acamd-
ing to the New Jersey Hall of Fame, which he was
inducred inno in 2021,

Mixrners Farher, Henjamin, wasa frmer and his
nacher, Mary, wis 2 homemaker and nogary anal
Larer a bookleeper for the boeal John Dieere dealer-
ship, according re his nlece, Lizey Yares His slsee,
Patsy Annison, died bn 2008 and be & aarvdved by
his brother, Mebvin Mixner, Vates said.

He attended Arzona State University and the
University of Maryland and Larer helped organie

effres to end the war bn Victnam and woeked for
paliical campaigns, He aba wrote several books,
induding a memair “Seranger Among Friends”

In a satemens, Mixner's Gmily said they were
gricving the o of 2 much koved brodher and un-
e, who zu.g.':'l was convinced b_'f his brocherchar
he could Ay and it he ran fas enough, he woukdnc
Fall o che hayloft and break an arm,

“Hec taight us o open our arme and our hears,
He crght us o seand ap for thoss things and
et sl we hald deae” the statensent read. “Hee
taught us ta ery to at last ey m iy bocase banes
heal”

Mixner, who was crediced wiith raising millions
aof dallars far (linton from gay and keshian vor
&rs, Jnﬁ.—r\:.! the Whire House in 1993 by smack-
Ing thereLLS, Sen, Sam Mumin, D-Ga, In a speech,
Mixner called Munn, chaiman of the Senane
Armed Services Commires, an "ald-fashianed
Tigoe” for opposing Clinon's plan e lift dhe ban
o gays in the milicry,

When Clintoa b-qsan ™ compromise with
Langres and :hrI“r.n:agm o chie issue later char
vear, Mizner scased the White Hawse of midead
Ing gay beaders. He sabd Clinton “sacrificed the
freedam of millions far your oam polieal expe-
diemer” Drays lawer, Mixner was among maee than
two dowen people arvsted in fnant of the Whise
House in a protest of Clineons retreat from his
cxmp.l.t;npr‘a:n.k: it the ban by secumive onder.

Beil Giuliane, the former mayor of Tempe,
Arizoma, rraveled vo New York s monch oo visic
with Mixner, whom he had known Far decades,
and they ralked shour politcs and [ife and the
alvelife,

'F:L'alp, death u.nuplﬂ'. ane o be lr_lu":r bare
and I.mall_viluu.cu.' hie said.

Ginliano described Mivner as an Sactivist with
grace” who was influencial with people ac all lev:
ek,

*I’s noc like he wam't gy, bix he came far-
wierd with & way of ralking abour issues and with
such grace amad he presented dn soch a way thar
'|rn.mHJ|t }h‘ﬁlk i and didn's L.I.t!.l pl:u[.l|c oty
s Giuliano, whe now scrves an the LGETO4
Victary Fund'sboand. *[ think thar’s why somany
P'CUPJC 'P-'I:n.'dra.wnm hirn.-
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Insuring your most cherished possessions

Suler Flomwe Disiness Condo Pel Disarsmmee

& Clarendon 51 Bostan G17-437 94000
Jilsoscliercoan

Wills, Trusts, Health Care Proxies,
Probate, Prenuptuals

Create Protection for you and your loved ones

One of the only Estate Planning firms focused on the
unique needs of LGBT couples, individuals and families

Kraft Law Offices

60 State Street, Suite 700
Boston, MA 02109

(617) 573-0010

rick@kraftlawboston.com

KAUFFMAN

Law [ Mediation

Joyce Kauffman

RESIST TYRANNY - EMBRACE DIVERSITY
CELEBRATE OUR FAMILIES

Providing Skilled and
Compassionate Legal Services
and Mediation ro the
LGRTQ) Community

kauffmanlaw.net

4238 Washington 5L, Ste. 313
Roslindale, Massachuserts 02142
617.577.1505
joyce@kauffmanlaw.nec
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lsowne and Fur stay Borever. Sometinses | am st Mlaina
anel semetimes M:ggk ane] sometimies boch and increas-
imgly “MOM" as our adopred kids per older”

Somertmes the kids chase the names, accidentally or
Oy PUT asE;

“Dur son chose tecall me mommo at about 13 months
old..... I called him baby-o and buddy-o, =0 | think thar's
why | became mom-o. (ur -&L‘ghu‘r'run called v whar
my son already did®

“When | would come home from work, my wife
wionld announce ‘Mams Tars Ts Hiome” and when car
daugheer wis karningratalk, she shorrened it oo Magaa,
anal it s my Fvarine wond in the workd”

* [T by] Mz Mo F'im fernme nonbirary, and didn's
realize it or come out wntl my kids were tens. They
adapeed quickly, have been super supporeive, and made
up my new name”

“Ohur kid's ocher hio-parent and my sweet wife transi-
tioned and cur kid searged c:ﬂing_]'n:: Miomz rmry-:ﬂﬂ_f
o after she came our,..., She wis always the more marer-
il of the rwo of us from the stare, We really le che kid
dectde what hoswerifies l}u:_\- wanbed to bestow an us,”

“I1 am a} non-binary gestational parenc... My kids
were 3 and 7 when | sarted transitioning, so | wanted
rJ'btrn mhiﬂ asay in TJ'"! Dcrl'r!..] ﬁmu:,' I'ﬂl'd SMmEOne
ek say dvey use "Oherer’ as a pun off of ‘other parent’ 1
chansghir it was cure and it won over my 7oyear-old (who
was the haldour on many orther optlons) because she
loves paums,”

Many parcrts deew on cheir herleage, with names

inchiding “Mimama’ {Cree/Michil e “my mother™),
“Maman? {French for “Mosher”), "Pabbi” {leclandc far
"D:rldy':'.'[’a.puu‘ [Fremch, share E:r‘]'apiuu::.' a nick-
name for “dad”), "Mi=zi® {German for “Mom®), "Papd”
{Cierman for “Facher™), *lma” {and "Eena® and “Eemah®™
Hebrew for “Mather™), "Anya” []-hu:g:uun. for “Morh-
er”), and “Papd” (Spanish for “Dad ),

Monbinary parents also capped inte dhelr heritage:

“lam Mapa due to combining the Prench maman and
P to represent my non-binary idengiey”

“I camie ot ay nan-binary when my kids were hicting
their tween years, so they asked to rename me... 'We
chise che word “puiste” . it is Gzelic I’nlparmr.'

“I'm & trans non-hinary n.in!]: z.n.‘npur frosm Wales,
“lamead bs a combénazion of the Welsh wnrds for morh-
er and farhee”

“[Tam a] ransmease nonbinary pasent, (1 ws] Mado,
shorenod from amada) meaning ‘beloved' in Ponu-
guese.”

Nanbinary parents creared parental names in other
Wy, L

“I'm non-binary.... 1 finally sected on Pompom, o
combinagon of Pjim and Mamn,.. 3\.1:.: guli were T & 9
when [asked them mo make the switch, They were a lirde
show to adope, bur they call me Ie mose and more. Diehi-
nitely cuphoria”

“1abidn't want w be called Mommy or Diaddy, so we
came up with a creathve solution: Memic. A mixture of
nonbinary and mommy!™

1 —.ended ap amn;w'u‘h anm:.' because it was a mix
af myomany and Father which [ am bogh,”

“Fveryone | know calls me Tigger, an ofd camp coun-
selor rame char stuck, So the Lids were intredaced ro me
as Tigger, Pen nonbirary and mase presenting so ‘maom’

arany derivaives didn's fecd dghe. [ dan't sdemeify as male
s “dadd fele W, Thie kids call me Tilaacr. bue I'm ‘their
Tigger' soit’s move likea parent verm chen juss my name”

“I'm a nonhinary person who uses they/them pro-
noums and dabbles in boch mase and femn presenrarion..
After 1 Eave birch [ ot warried as none of the ddes for
nonbinary parents fels right, Evenally T went wich my
garand now Fen Diad . aned oy Lacinds parmmer b Papd.”

1 lowe zefhiehins pronouns, ot mosthy use they!
then sinde theyre more familias so |t like Zaee {pro-
nounced Fazee] was perfece when | was considering
Fnllemun’alp.ln:m:nam:l.'

Y [I am 1? Frl:lcn:[lm. masc, monbio parent. h.i\l.' wike
breasefed and 1 R hordes, The ride of “barde mom™
sowly mmed e "Baba Mama® and chen eventually
Baba.... Mow all my daugheer’s friends and weachers call
o Bk, Tt s Jike U everyone’s Baba, and [ love ic?”

Chite prorson alse notad biw a parantal name may pro-
vide important affirmation of identicy in the world at
Large:

"My parent name [ "Aba’) mesns ‘dad’ in Hebrew.... Es-
pecially since T'm sill read s female most of che time,
Iu“rls 2 more masonbine-cnded parent title h-.*liu. he s
counterpaint o the song of constns misgendesing when
wother people refer vo me a5 “mom’ or some varkidon.”

LG ET’Q pun:nu.] mairies, 4% these ::ll:qﬂ]n sl arc
as varied, eroative, and interiectional as our communicy
isclf | encourage you oo visit mombiancom and dick
dI'\'.'l.muin.?;' on the menu ta sec even more namaes and soo-
ries andd to mbmir\lnm:mn

Ihawa Resloiph s the founder and publisher of Morm-
Biam [remnbiancan ) a fu-tiae G AAD Medls Award-
sy g sl resowre divecrary, plus o seerclelde de-
st af |, SO0 LAGETT fonmaly bovds,
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ra and Beverly Smith. The CRC was formad to respand
tex the Black MNattonalisg and misogenistic poliis of the
Black Power Movement and the axchesionary practioesof
white femindsm,

The social upheaval of the 1960s and 7l reveabed a
confluence of political scruggles — che Vietnam War,
Black Civil i".ighu, Black Power, Women's Righl:p, and
LGHETO rj!,hr: movements, which informed and g
nired Second Wave Feminssm. In Boston, the busing
crisis and the Roxbuary murders of 11 Back women in
1979 added 1o the explosive toome. The surge of sctivism
anwl organizing was epic, and the CRC was in the mix.

Black Feminisis

The National Black Feminist Organtzation (1973
T4 in New York Ciry was formed ar a rime when the
single-bsme ag:n.da{ of Blick men and whire women
ignored the oppressions of racism and sexism Black
wommen confranted. In the 19705, NBFO was one of
the wrlicse and most influential Black femindst organi-
zations in Second Wave Femindsm, with 10 chapters na-
tiorwide. When the Boston Chapeer of NBFO beoke
away — which Smith and Frazier esablished and then
foemed CROC — CRC became the adher

The ]'rr:skm‘.l}'fmrn MEFO han:wncd for many reds
s One of the reasons was thatr CRO was anti-cap-
eallse. “We believed soclalise theory was imporant as
we constdered the matedal sitsations of Black women
wwnler capitalism, Thit did o appear o be a conver=-

won Llljr!ﬁ th in the MBFO Frzicreold The Macion
."rL:.gtzine in 2021. For poas Black and LETC) wamen,
NBFC was too mivopic in its scope and in advacating
far them hecause of s 'bnmgcnu:-h'pminis; 157 F
Becase CRC was radical, grassroom, and inclusive in
thalr arganizing dforts acros diverse racial, chiss, and
benity groups, the CRC fele by explicitly challenging
i'lUITIUP]I.IbLL NBFO “'Ullu not IjIJ Elh'.luﬁ'l {11 i.ddn:ls
the specific needs of Black lesbians in organizing a
Black Ferninises.

The Statement

In explaining Black women's lives as interlocking op-
pressions [laying the gromdwork for the theory and
practice of imtersoctionalieyl, the “Combahee River
Collective Statement” is one of the most referonced
manifestos acmss vacious idengity groups and move-
MRS,

‘The mosc famous line in the Smtement capoures
CRC s core helief: "If Black women were free, it would
mean [hi[ﬂ!!’!‘!uh! elee would have o be free since owr
freedom woald necessitae the destrucrion of all dhe
syarems of oppression.” Simply put, l© means all systems
af appression impact Blck women. IF Black women’
interlocking systomy of opprosion wene cradicated,
then all ocher marginalized groups would be free, ta.
In depiczing the scruggles of Black women, the term
"i.]unrjn_.' Fnhrics' wat coined, often m:lig.ru:d h!.- the
Left and the Righ:. and used w P.n:iﬁ.' qzmism..’iep-
ararism is anrithetscal o CROCS core acions of coali-
won-building. However, “identiey polities™ means char
becauss Black women's lived experiencas I a capiralise
heteropatriardhal secicty cheke our qualicy of life, we

have the l?‘:hx tordbetermine our Fn|i:im| lsl:r:d.a.

‘The Stacement’s Fr.irbrip:] writers were Barbara, Bev-
erly Smich, and Demirm Frazier (:l_l.gtrind in a 2014 in-
rerview if che Srarement's wrirers kmew st che time whar
a seminal document they were wriving, Frazier replied,
“We wrate it as a colleerive, We cealied the Statement at
atirne it was ready oo be heard, The convent and the full-
ness of it came From our conscious-raising groups and
restifying with one anothes, Althaugh we were young
and evalving, we wanted m ensure an intergenerasional

connection oo Black and women of color feminizm”

And still, we risel

To kick off Black Him:nc:f Month last yEar, Fonda
Gowernor DeSants polled out his st of banned Black
boarks, | told Smith D was amused tosee the CRC Seaee-
ment ot banned from Floridas AP Afican American
Srudics curdcalum.

“1 don't know why the Combabee remains, buz itk a
primary docament,’ Smith says, lurghing. “I's not an
inadividizsl saylngrﬁls iz whar T rhink Black Feminkm i
as an individaal. v'sa poliveal manifese.”

The Statemsent has informed the activise and palis-
cal Framewaork for Black femingst organising in Pucrie
Rico and the Bladk Lives Matter Movement. Its refer-
enced in academic, polivical, and grasseoots discourses
on reparacions, mass incarceracion, homelessness, and
now in the #Meloo Movement. The Ssarement & fre-
qu:nu:d in African American Studics, femingst sadies,
and LGRTG smudies, all the subjeces DeSantis h«hlﬂl‘y
eritieized as part of “WORKE® aaloure.

The CRC was active from 1974 oo 1980, Tes imgract is
still seem poday
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email sales@baywindows.com

Edoral Design Merager:
Jul Wabar Paimer

Fra Frind:

By Vs 15 2 DODyOREd punicatan,
Ary manes or gy mrtaes] hen
ey Pl B ik Cd B whol of i el
wittnd e xpees wrlien perrmsn of
B it By Wit ol B i il
francal resporedbd by by po g pheal
enars in aceerisemesis. {assboss or
COTOARE gAY WG Tesd
sesi i wing bn P iy daparimen
witen s chiys. o Qubicalion in ondes
o ity o bes e i e ol
W b 15 K L S
Windows: 8 nol regposshbis for deruages
el D Npogsphical antrs. waepd kor
ool oF repincg m el funve ipographs-
£nl o by cur saghperen: (i

S o Fri. Mhless codesi Fury
Resdabie, W pioe appevval, or 50 e
wiach by covlackyy 1 Biy Windees
D s odcn.

Aiverdall Meda
Hafianal kdwartiing
Baprezantriive
Fl2242 886

FOUNDING MIMBER

Naiionﬁleg

iation

Y verFiED



Cost of Living

Conasisviueed frovm prage |

graduate student with cencbeal palsy and Ani
an :ar|'_r 4l's w]'uurcd Baynnm, Mew Jersev
wile p:‘.m[\l.-;rud with spinal cord Injury as the
result of an aceident.

Janie E. Howland's smart seenie design places
Juhn and And's respective sories side by side—
with the former stage right and the laer sage
left. The apartment buildjnﬁ,"m:lndmp cantains
window evocatons with shadows suggesting
resiclents struggling with cheir own bours of
loneliness, The vite coss have a5 much o do
with John and And’s camgivers as they do with
the challenged man and woman themselves
Plavwtight Majok writes wich authordty and in-

sight as someone who actually served a8 a per-

sonal care aide berselfl Her knowledge invests
John's mid-20% carcgiver Jess—a Prinecton
alem herself—wich remarkable authenticicy as
shie shaves, dresses and lifts him to his shower
seat [ im a Frank buz subde sequence] .

By concrast, unpmp|n:.n=|.‘| lare s truck
driver and would-be caregiver Eddie admirs oo
being sober for the Base 12 of 21 faicthful years
with Ani Insisting that be has come a long way,
Eddie does what he can to care for Ani—who
speaks of a stricely business visiting nerse—and
hEIP |‘||:r hﬂ:h! {wlﬁ a I:-Ir]u.l.l:b d'|=: h: mm‘n!'l.
Ani spml:s af wanting w go o Maine, While
bach have “roo much dire on each ocher” ema-
vianally conflicred Eddie indicares a willingness
torear up the diverce, In g soriking pralogoe—
monologue, Eddie decails a geef in which he
tries texting Ani Common to both ehn and
Ani manongaing quest for self-realization.

Theat facal quest infiarems the atdoude-rich e
cﬁ.mﬁcs between _IUI‘"l and J::s and the blunt
banzer between Ani and Eddic. Humor and
Rirting have their moments in the former as Jess
:P-uks nfusins_ Pn:rﬁlme sath:s from Sephora
anel a dae becomes an np:inn. To the J'v!x:."i
eredin, whar follows avnids any neas resalarion
En Fact, an unmsual meeting berween Eddie and
Jes ereates asatisPying new possibilicy Foe con-
mection,

Toensure the full authenticity ofthe care-giv-
ing and the individual queses far real ]i-.-ing:nd
oconnection, P]i:.lwrigﬁr Majok s])-eciﬁcalt'y asks
thag John and Ani be played by acvors with dis
abilities—a request richly carred out by Speak-
Easy Suge. Sean Loviashvill, a gay Mew Yorker
baen with cerchral palsy, capturss Jobn'’s voeal
tension and his demanding stance in initially
intervicwing Jes= and making swre his needs are
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fullled. Stephanic Gould—whe grew up with
cerchral palsy in Melrose—Rnds Ani's tenacity
and spunk in the face of vulnerabilicy and con-
Rict wich Eddie. Lewis . Wheeber catches Ed-
dies angs:rqnd Fl'ﬂt.mlrld loneliness ﬂporia“}'
in the wivid pmlﬂsur. Boston Universicy !udlu-
are and Coban American Gina Fonseca s all
aof first generation bmmigrant Jess' accoode and
Siroct |AVVyY as she cares for jv]m and b-.-g:m Lol
feel deawn to him, Whecler and Fonseca make
the unuarnl encounter berween Eddic and Jess
J!D:rn:br]:.' EdK'- =nd tnlxh'iﬂg.

For some l!u:i::rgn:ni “Cost of Li-rins'
will be 3 valtuahle EYE-Opener to the spirix and
strengths of people with disabilivies as chey
confront chelr dawnting challenges. For all an-
dienee members, Majok's uplifting play should
provide always thmely insight about the price-
|:ﬂ|l:“ UFhuﬂ:iﬂu conncction.

-
Bishop
Comeinacesd from puage [
anad Family camiping rrips. She moved 1 Hous-
o as a young woman and worked ot Hombk
il (later Exxon), and during the heyday of
the Apdln and Skylab missons, she worked ar
MA%A as agcntﬂs:ia] drz.'ﬁ:lp-e T

In rheu.r]y 19805, CGenelle moved o Masa

chuseres and embraced her new life as a member
of the LGBTOQ+ comimuning. Wherher in Bos-
ton or a1 her place in Provincerown, with hes

then-parner Dieboeah Keer, she was the life of

CVERY ])nrt}'.]ﬂlcncd'ml]l EUT-— i Semthern charm
and boundless energy, she treated everyone as an
ald friend, even those she'd just met. She was
passicmare ahaoar the ﬁghr for marrage (qu:.tiq.-_
Iunsr\esiu: Fﬂl.‘ll:il:s and candidares, che Red Sax,
and clasest oo her hearr, Fenway | leakh.

Oiver the vears, she marched in countless
Pride par.u{:-i She wz.i.]m'ingjyamd Fnr]v_v ber
beocher, David Fenvon, and her daigghoes, Kach-
arine (nde Toadd ) Rishop; Genele’s family would
like ta thank the hospics team from Good Shap-
herd and her devored cregivers ar Springhouse.
Alang with Diavid and Katherine, Genelle also
k‘l‘tl hnr bl'DI'J\A:!, Lﬂ?r I"trl.mrl =|'d “I{E &l’"
bara; dear n:phew, Benjanuin Fenmon and wife
I:mjlfr'\ ard chieir pﬂlngmjﬂhn. whi hmughl:

her so mudh joy these past months. She leaves,
1o, her exrended Fﬁumih.I of wonderful Friends.
Laver in the spring, in Lew of & funcral, there
will be a e dance fundeadser-fast as Genelle
wanted-eo benchic FEIIWJ.:{ Healtls LGB’TQ]ﬂi
Aging Project. Dietails will be forthooming. To
miake a donation in her memory haps/ fsup-
Pﬂn.fenwm_.-hua] th .orE-'pjsn."ﬁ-l-EHJ /danare/1
ar mail oo I'\'cnwz:ll Health, !Jevulnprncm: Oihce,
I}NHM:.-.’nim'l Sereer, Boston, MA D215
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billy masters
Camtinued from page !

Many poople think thar since T wriee this sype of colurmn, T ean't
keep asecrer, O course, hn:mg able keep asecreris pn:\':h:|y\|.'|1.}'
Ve sl dioing this afver almiost theee decades, A perfect example was
when Jenifer Lewds went pubilic bist week reganding her near-death
experience deep in the hear of e Serengeet, For those whe missed
i, the “Black-ish™ star took a harrowing 10-foot tumble off the bal
comy of her hotel in Tanzania and was almoss mounted by 2 herd
uf'npc baffalos—admiredly, snnu:th'nl{ a few of my readers miﬁ]’u
enjoy. That she was able o bcop details secrer— ulmpl:m with be
ing carted away oy Maasai warriars, aidifred o of the councey by
Drocroes Wichour Borders, enduring a nire- hour surgery in Mairohi,
three blood cranshasiors, and six days in ICU—Is mo the mas re-
matkable par of the seory. That T have kepe ngy maowth o Boe over
pwayears—well, thats somcthing! [ woukla't do that for just andane
.'n[y brave, strong, takented ﬁ'ir:nli_h:lm:.' r.nigi'u: have fallen. But she
gotup!

It's an old showhiz joke. fenifer Lewis occasionally wses ic in her
shows. She'll get a sanding ovatien, and then point to an imaginary
person in thie back row. "JC"h:.' arent you gerting up? I don'y care i
:m-u'rg in & wheelchair—GET UPF™ Well, thar Jjw.rg‘ getsa Iaugl'L
But frwas no lughing manes when Madonna— rog alaugh rlor an-
der the best of ciramstance—chistised someone in the frone row
of her Yancouver coneert last month, “What are you duing siting
down over there?” Madonna had a spodight put on Vanessa Gor-
man, wha Juppl_'nrd wheina |:|ri.|:;!'|r 'puth wheeelchair. "0th, akay:
Palizically incarrece. Soery shoue tha. I'm #:d :\.'n-u'nc here” hack
macked the Marerial Girl. Vanesa happens to be 4 paraplegic. She
recently pesponded m all of the cridclsm Madonna gos over the is-
s, “Soame people are in wheelchalrs and can stand. She had no Idea
[ swans praralyead”

Your've all heard about Rose Hanbury, right? The woman Prince
William allcgl:l:":.- haad an affair with® As if the Royal Family doen't
have l.'rl.!:ll.l"ﬁh panlﬂm Meanwhile, Kaie Maddleton is in an undis
clomed locarion { probably with Shelly Miscavige), recovering from
God-anly-knows whar. How many of you beieve thas an her way
o the throne Princess Kare toak an anline I'ih'urhhmppins OIS,
Hands? T didn’t think so, Bar I'm supposed to believe thar in the
middle of 4 medical criss, the finre Queen of England dechded o
b some digital manipulation ona phoeoother and her kids—a pha-
o where she's not sporting a sing. And she's able to edis phogos, why
can't she pebease a video statemene? Something is rocten in the sate
of Denmark, Macduff® “Bar who is Bose Hanbury#* | can hear you
wisthulh crying. She is the Manchiones m’(hn|mnn&|.u:,- —all 2%
plaracion shat sheds vimaally no lighs en the sicuacion, She's s feomer
mendel, mgrried ro David Rocksavage, arl has chiree kids.. peesam-
ably with her hushand. Her grandmother was one of Queen Eliza-
beahls bridesmabds & while back, some of the more sourrlous Brivsh
rags broke the affair romaon, pointing out tha there is & lomg tradi-
tion of British monarchs having mistresses. True ar not, the rumoes
n.':urfm:inﬁz: this time coincide with Kare’s mysterious shsonce.

Warch this seamless transition. Believe it or noc, the Oscars were
only 2 week ago. | remember, because we waited o publish this
codumn in case wmwr}urﬁgwp.m arghy Fuppemhi. Tarms auar, the
gossip happened duys carlicr. Members of Prince Harry's coury gac
in touch with Edbon John asking for an invite o the singers fconic
Oscarsviewing party. The anewer received was a vose, "M, Turns
L. F.Ibilll I'|=|'|HH'5 MHTIC ANECT COVEr HIKT J'LII'I"- IP.IESEIHIDII SOETMC
comments in pohn’s autchiography—all of which arns out to be hi-
birious in light of Harry's casual relassonship wich faces in his own
memaic The two had been lurnped in with other nomable persons
n s sgainsg the |1|:H|i|wr of the “]:IJLh.' Mail®, Harry drnppcd
hiis partion of the aair alter J.||t-g;|.‘|.|:r h;-ingI paid 3 sabsrantial sum of
money. Integrity, you see, cannot be boughe. Bur it can be renced.
five the right price,

1 really dom'e know what to s about Al Pagine, This is one of
those “he says/nobody sna” controversies thae could only be sobved
by Robert Stack. In case vou mised i, Pacing was the lasc preszner
at the Academy Awands and ambled anstige with all che Fi.rudk
of an unmade bed. After some fnrp.'l:u}lle COMTMTIETILS, hesimp]:.' an
noninced char che winnes of Fest Picruse was "Oppenheimer”, Na lisc
af nominees or praducers, Mo formalities, Just, *Orppenheimer”, and

e v True, he didn't Pmrh.im “La la Land®, boe scifl . Mosc P-m.plc
chalked ic up Al h-ciug somewhar bewildered, However, Pacime
cxplains thar be did noc bordh the assgnment—he simply was fol-
kvatng onders, “There scems to be some controversy aboat my not
mentianing every film by name lst night before amnouncing the
Best Picture awand. | just want tobe clear it was not my inteitian to
amit them, rather a chaiee by the producens not co have them said
again since they were h:ish]iﬁﬁ:uﬂ indrvidually rJ\.mShm.n: the cer-
emany. 1 thcmnmd wr I'.E a FM[{*’T}IL‘ cn.'nin; ll.'lli-d'll)“ 114 i'n.um
the way they wished for chis sward w be presenved,” His explanation
scems 1o hinge on the presumption thar che awards show was non-
ningg bongg, Problem b thar hase By Kimoed had juse sabd char
they were ahead of sehedile. Pradiscers hine eemained muem on the
abject—and | would cxpect them to gther continue ehas eace salu-
tioa or bo back up what thr]:ﬁ.'nlhr_r star zaid. Personally, [ suspect
we have an Elizabeth Taybor *Gladizar” situation on aur hands

Have you heard b Alleora? RuPaud's new anline bookstare?
In a video from March 4ch, Bu said "Allscom is supparting aushors,
it s rl'ms ] —all voices, q,"u'(‘f:fwhum. This isa I‘daﬂ:‘nrm thar
[ am in lowe wich becanse the omersarion needs to move forwand,
i seally dioes, through books, dhrough conversations, chrough oom-
|r|.|r|i1_\.' A wreek lates, it wie discoverad dhat Allstora was GAFTVIAG
several baaks by anti- LGBTQ authors, Wisdes by people like Sarah
Huckabeo Sanders, Kirk Camseron, and other “luminaries” that |
hﬂ‘ mnuﬂ'ww mever hLle ﬂ;. ‘n'('dlcmpt !-Dr J’idl.'lI.F Hid:r_ n}u‘vx
“Mein }q'.um-:t" wies availshle ﬁwpﬂr\c}us.: in bach I.:npjish.uld Caer-
man, . for those of you wha enjoy a foreign rengue, CECY Eric Cere
vinl toak che blame, “While a library should felill ies civic dury of
making all perspecrives, however abhormrent, available vo all, che erwi-
rommen I envisioned for Allseora was sne thae made i gucsts fed
safe. In buibding that space, 1 faiked.. While ather online bookstores
wall comiinae x|fing!1:rtu—ﬁ|]cdhlnh. Allstoea will noe™

"xll'lld'l. lﬁldi us b & HOry Jil‘ﬂl.l[ someonc (i}ﬂﬁs ICI'I.'ID[!S am].
accempring to make lemorade lirerally,. When Don Lemon an-
nannced his new show would be on Twimer/ X, everyone thoughe
he was crazy. Then he boaked che erazies person he could fnd ax
his first guest. And when Elan Musk briscled snder the senginy of
Lemmeants, thery parted wins, How anyone dwaghs this venmee soukd
crl differently is a marter for the dheologians, | saw this coming a
il away s died Kara Swisher, s it tums out), Lemon oow reveals
that his show was never inder Musk's pusview —he made that revela-
tien an “The View”. k was a partnership. Lemon daims to own the
ﬁ:-m:age. which will srill pop up everywhere- im:lmling an X—on
Mazch 18, Semething tells me rhere is mare oo this SOrY, even if
frends with Dion Lemon h..-ingmn{nrn‘.l]n':lnglmfmplwg.rnm::

O “Ask Bily" question looks back o those long-ago Oscars.
Randy in Chicage sy, T loved the Jolue Crna streaber i af the
Chires, I e amy bobind-the-seenies Satape? Wit Be acrmally muede?
1 figurre yoreid ko™

I doknow. OF course, even without kﬁm‘.ins. I weabd have known.
| suspect mast peaple who would be invited w0 appear on che Acad-
emy Anards woukdn't be che type af people who woald want m be
nudde on the :\:nL-my Awards, ]'-mf._'lnhn Ceng— |nrs$|ng_u.1||_' nay
e w0 have his name linked in any way wich the Oscams—is nor thar
person. He i alse not 3o acchibmied as anacver o oot go for o ligh,
particularly a lagh i which he gets wo Bame his almose-Aawdos phy-
sigae abangside his someahat kes-devdoped comedic chops, Cena
was weasing what s known in the biz as a "modesty garment” (and
nat the cype chose nice Mormen bays wear), This Aesh-coloced pand
adheres directly roane’s s&_i.rlmprwi.derhu illusion of nudicy—ro say
nnrhlns of the lu.'ruuhn of Ken [r.i"'ﬁar.hl:' Fame L .-\.ldmugh we've
pr;'.n:m.ih- aeen his ass in all its Hlnry. WE Are hnn'n_.' 10 share some he-
hinsd-the-scenes stills of Cena's madesty on BillyMasters.com

Whhen the irnr_\' amne with s-lam“hiul: v hide is John Cena, we've
definitely come e the end of yer snother column, Happily, theres
ermigh dish to go amound on wesw Billyhasters.com, the site that
has nn':hing o hide. Il be in Fore Lauderdale dhis week, bur I'm
z]‘n.'.l:.:s here m answes your questions. Write vo Billy@BillyMascers.
com and 1 promise w ger back 1o vou before any garment | don pro
tects my modesty! So, uneil nexe ime, remember, one mans filch i
another man's bible
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The conservacive ?udﬂ:ndi hus coincide d with mane youmper
pesple |.l.|,1'|nr'|_vi|¥.1,~ LGETOH

A Gallup poll rdeased this week based on relephone inve-
vicws of more than 1200 Anericans finds the abous 1in 13
LIS achilts ilensify @ LGHTOW, inclisding los than 1 in 100 af
the el populagion who sy they an: cransgosder. Bue 2 higher
proportian an’:\_mmﬂ.\t adules idendfied 2 LGET O+ —a
licde over one-fith of those bam from I'J‘:l‘-_d'lm:gh i

The legal and legidacive issoes a che hears of the debanes re
el in e,

Sonme things 10 know abour b week’s furry of dovelop-
[bL=i it

Florida agrees studenis, teachers can say ‘s’

Pl thiis week setrled a Regal challengge vo ies 2022 Ly thar
bars mstrocion on sexual oriencaion and gender identity in
puabllic schaols, @ messure thar crics had dubbed *Donk Say
Cay

i'ndg the deal, the: law vemaing in plice bur some of The re-
stricrions chat resnlied will be liled,

The agreement dartfics, foe ccample, that ssudents and
veachiers are allowed eo disces LGETOQH wucs, In addion,
schoals don't have o remove brary books the feamre LG-
H-'['Qi- churacrers, hale ln.ribu”ring programs thar addnees
bu":.'ingnr'l_{ BT Pmp]u censor valedicrodan r_p-m:h:‘im
which the speaker ralks aboar cheir gender idereity or sewal
ortengcion, or fce eachers o remove rainbow ngj froen
chsmonim dooes

Floridas Law barring dhe instrocton of sooual odencaion
and gender identity, chamgpivned by the stane’s Replalican gov-
emor and former presidontial primany candidate Ron Defan-
tis, was ome of the highest-profle amang dazens of meanmes
adopred in Republican-conmolled stacesover the past fow years
pevery eo rein in what can be taoghe shout LGRTO# ises
and the n[;l\l:: aflL.L SHTOH people,

A handbul of acher staes have also Brodred schood currios-
Iueens fiy steniliar wans,

States push te allow anly sex at
birth an drivers licenses

Arkansss this week sopped alowing resdens oo e "X"
racher than “F* ar "M m JEHIEIL'I.I! their sex on driver licenses
and oifficial idencificaions

O Tharsday, o predominemly Republican suboommimes
endrarsed the monve, sppeoving the emergeney mikes for the new
pralicy despen: sorne Dreimocraic Lwmakers’ objectons, The full
panel uphekd that vosr an Friday allowing tham totke effect im-
miccliaecly.

Eamfer in the wek, a i.u:l;_qc in Karvas ket in ]|lan: the szt
palicy af noc fiowing cranspenader peaple w dhange the listing
fioe sex ean eheir driver s licenses m something ocher dhan cheir sex
ar birth,

The policy grew ox of a 2025 law dhar revognites people’s
legal perder identities busead onby on thel ranamomy ae bireh, Lao-
ks prassed the encusue by overridivg the veto of Demaocratic
Grow, Laura Kelly whisse admingsmtion had proviosdy alleed
peaple to charge the sex designation on their eenss and birth
cerificares,

The American Crl Libertiss Undon of Karsas announced
'Ihumd.t_\' thar ir will J.|,1J'm| the larest ruling an elulf of wans
perwder client

Lawmakers consider restrictions of
gender-affirming cire lor minors

Lswrmaers in Kansas am crving oo dostur mess }tq.‘-nH can-
conerolled sres have dane already: ban gmtkb:}ﬁr:rhﬁ:m
for minsars.

The Kanse Fouse this week sppeoved & ban on puberty
Idexchers, lormanes and gender-affiming surgery — which is
rascly used — for thase under 18, Sanae Republicans delayed 4

viste: that had been plannod S Thursday vo allow time o twek
thic bill with the intere of greting too-thirds of the dhamber o
ARPOTT L

I chey can do i, & woald pat che legslanere in positon @
mnrrid.:mn:‘pntul vem from Ceov, Kelle

Ender the hill, docors whe vinkie the ban conld lose cheir
licerpes,

A leaar 23 sraes bave idﬂflluj bans.an gu'uh-uﬁi:nmq}_,;w:
Bir mirwors in et o, Oee of thos ks — 0 Adanss
— ws struck dewam by a court. Judkges have pu the b and
Montana versiors on hold while their constitutionaliy is cone
sidered

“lennesee Liwmakers are plinning a |'|'_lring for Wednesday
on a measure thar would alkew lwsarits against anyane who
wakes a minoe o another sate for gender-atfieming care withe
I p\mv\{smq—ur.

The ell, Bramead i o parental righes measiee bn some wags
cchocs an Jdaho abordon lw that was adopead bst year and
later put on hold by a court whilks is constitusionality is con-
sidered

“The mowe oo prohibit helping minors travel for care is cne
afseveral Tennewsee proposals thar LGETO+ righes advocares
are concemed shour. Others include a bill thar would bleck
[ismineses from seriing these o rides abour barhoom acoss
— i e Cheat erichies say could rarger cranggend e people, One
mcisure woukl bar the st From nequiring sdoptive ar fos-
ter parents to agree with a childs sexal odcmation or gender
identity. Another would require edocoons o el the sdhools
administation and madcrl.":rurmrs afany reguess toathrm che
suderes p:n.L'r identin:

Mone of these propesals have made it m Republican Caov, il
Leek desk for his sygranee,

klaho cansiders ban on Medicaid money
for gender-affirming care

An Kalvo gare Semare commmicre e schvanced 5 hill 'IhnrﬁL\}' m
hlock meHiu r‘uldingﬂ:lrﬂcrﬂu-.]ﬁmlinﬁ care,

The ban would apphy oo Medscaad and the sace employees
heath insirance plan, It bus alresdy pessed che Houwse and coukd
'hrup teir & Fnal vovee in the Serare nexgweek.

The fsse anu.:. |ngl'¢'.r g.:nd;r-r.rFemuw care has been a big
o In Tdabo, In 2022, the st losr 3 bwsui fled by 2 mans-
getcer peson rmmate whio suid dhe was wrorgly denied pender-
atfirming surgers: Ina scparae lawsuit, plainciffs acouse the saecs
Medicaad program of meving wo dowly w approve sich sanger
=3

The zdwr_lc:.-md inli.1mm:icmur5.1n.izu:i.1n Movemene Ad
vancernert Project s thar nine stares ban Medicuid finding
For gendder-affieming bealth care for people ofall ape.

College athletes sue over allowing
transgender women (o compete

Mo than & dozen cament and former womens college
athlens on Thursday filed a Lowaic against the MCAA in LIS
Diszrict Coeer in Adanra, accusing the -:ud.ug«.' POCTS gveETing
hody of vickeing cheir dghes by dllowing mansgender women o
I.'I'm[r lﬂ'ﬂﬁ“l\'ll’\ Iur.\.“l.

The highest-profike plaineiff in the cone s Riley Gaines, a for-
meer Ulniversry of Kentacky swimmser who ded for filth in the
Dievision 1200 encter Frocsryle chamyponsh ptwo yoirsago with
Lia Thomas, a University of Pennsyhania svammer. Thomas,
wh & transgender, o won the 500 freestyle and finkshied
cighh in che 100 thar year.

CGiaines has nmuiruu{;m:j.rvni:m.gainsr alllmi.rg e
|.{|.'r woumen Hh.'r.':ﬂ[!n.' I womEns e

She and owers asert in cheir bg,d claim dhar the MOCAA
viodated che federal Tide TX edusarion equiry legishirion. 4 pro-
p-.wd fedetal rule wendd (L] thie othes M'.l}'].v_r laurr;q" wtr'#ll
s on teisgender womnen in ot

At least 25 st have pesend nestrictions on rarsgender
women and Hirl: crampeting, d'u.ug!! sme of thoee messuns
hawebem pu:mhnld b oo,

Assocrted Prees FepETTS Brtwrar Boawe in Roise, Sale; Ar
s Do\l fox ol Rocsk, Ak amed Kimelerlee Krnent in
Nadualle, Tomssesr, conrabiantord to ol pepost,
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WiFi that keeps up with you

There's no pause in life. You're constantly evolving. And, with the
Xfinity 10G Network, you set the pace for making lasting connections.
Whether you're upgrading to a new spot or streaming the latest shows

and movies, the Xfinity 10G Network gives you a consistent and

reliable connection to do it all.

The Xfinity 10G Network. The future starts now.

QS 1-800-xfinity xfinity.com/106 () Visit a store today

xfinity 10s

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Actual speeds vary, NPA4OD4 27-0005 NED-LGETR+10G-V3




