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Appeals courts are still blocking Biden’s efforts to
expand LGBTQ+ protections under Title IX

By Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — A feder-
al appeals court in New Orleans has re-
{USEd w pause a lD“Tf court Drdtr [hat

blocks a Biden administration effort
to enhance protections for LGBTQ+
students under the federal law known
as Tidle IX.

At issue is an administration rule
meant to expand the definition of sex-
ual harassment at schools and colleges
and add safeguards for victims. The
new protections have been praised by
civil rights advocates. Opponents say
they undermine the spirit of Title IX,

a 1972 law barring sex discrimination

Demonstrators advocating for fransgender rights and healthcare stand outside of
the Ohio Statehouse, Jan. 24, 2024, in Columbus, Chio. A federal appeals court
on Wednesday, July 17, refused to lift a judge's order temporarily blocking the
Biden administration’s new Title IX rule meant to expand protections for LGBTQ+
students. Photo by Patrick Orsagos, AP

in education.
A federal judge in western Louisi-

ana had blocked the rule, rfsponding

see TLE IX, page 3

time!

Kamala Harriss life as Vice Presi-
dent tool a 180-turn in 24 hours from

[}

her stumping for Biden in Provine-
etown, an LGBTQ+ culture hub and
haven, on Saturday, July 20, tobecom-
ing a potential preqidsntial nominee
on Su_nday, July 21, when the news
broke of Biden leaving the race.

The Biden Victory Fund event at
the Pilgrim Monument and Provinc-
etown Museum showed enthusiasm
about a possible November win with
the Biden-Harris ticket. As the key-
note speaker, Harris was wildly wel-
comed o P-town with placards thac
read “VP-Town!” Everybody on the
Biden team at the event was on mes-

sage. However, most attendees hoped

It’s Kamala

by Rew. Irene Monroe

contributing writer

Photo by Alex Morse

Biden would exit.
So when the news hit thar Kamala

Harris was now a potential presidential

see MONROE, page 4

Gays With Kids Founder

Talks Parenting and Progress
by Dana R.lldo[ph | d:udolph@mombian.mm

contributing writer

Brian Rosenberg is on a very per-
somal mission to help LGBTQ+
people build their families. When he
was in his 20s and 30s, he said in an
interview, “Gay men were not think-
ing abour becoming parents because
everyone who would have done it was
dying, and many of us, like myself,
have HIV, and so we weren't pl:mning
for it

Now, Rosenberg and his husband,
Ferd van Gameren, who live in the
Boston area, are the fathers of three
young teens and co-founders of Gays
With Kids (gayswichkids.com), an

online community and resource for

gay and queer men parents and pro-

| ] spective parents, which will soon ex-
Brian Rosenberg (R); husband Ferd Van Gameren (L) and children. Photo courtesy

of Dana Rudolph. sec MOMBIAN, page 7

America’s “first

spouse” experiment

46 Plays for America’s First Ladies, Hub Theatre

Company of Boston at Club Cafe,209 Columbus Avenue, Back Bay,

through August 3.Pay-What-You-Can.www. hub theatreboston. org.

Photo by Andrew Keefe.

By Jules Becker
Contributing Writer

How do you define the role of Ameri-
cds First Lady? Nancy Reagan observed,

“There is no job description for the first
lady and she’s only there because her
husband got elected President” Hillary

sce THERTER, page 4

"All of my gay friends were like, 'Honey, I saw your text messages. That's it?!'
They go, 'Oh my God, if people hacked into Grindr and put Grindr
chats public, none of us would have jobs anymore!"

- Armie Hammer tells Bill Maher reactions fo his so-called scandalous texts. This begs the question - what does it take to become one of Armie's gay friends?

more in Billy Masters on page 6!
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MMAA urges the Senate to
remove anti-LGBTQ+ healthcare
amendments from the NDAA

Submitted by MMAA

We are extremely disappointed that the Sen-
ate has included amendments that target service
members and their families by limiting their ac-
cess to medical care, Transgender service mem-
bers have openly served this country honorably
for nearly a decade. Eliminattng service members’
medical care dishonors their service and breaks
the promisc our nation made to care for and sup-
port those who courageously defend our free-
doms.

The proposed NDAA prohibits essential med-
ical reatments which undermine the established
standards of care recommended by major medi-
cal associations, including the American Medical
Association (AMA), the American Academy of
Pediarrics (AAP), the Endocrine Society, and
the World Medical Association (WMA). These
organizations recognize that affirming medical
care, including hormone therapy and puberty
blockers, is crucial for the mental and physical
health of transgender people.

The specifics of medical care should remain
in the hands of medical professionals‘ and their
patients, Transgender service members and LG-
BTQ+ military dependents deserve unwavering
access to affirming, safe, and inclusive health care.
Transgender service members represent 1% of
activt—duty persnnnel with 15,500+ [ramgendtr
people serving honorably. Creating a discrimina-
tory ban on “Sex change surgeries” opens many
types of medically necessary surgery to a poten-
dal ban.

Mﬂitary families already face unique chal-
lenges and denying LGBTQ+ children access to
essential medical care only adds to their burdens.
Furthermore, puberty blockers do not affect fer-
tlity, and when stopped, puberry resumes.

Many military families with LGBTQ+ chil-
dren already struggle to access essential health-
care services due to statewide healthcare bans. By
denying coverage for medically necessary inter-

ventions, legislamrs are s[ripping away the righ[
of tranxgender youth to receive comprehensive
and afﬁrming healthcare. This legislativ: move
will likely lead to increased rates of depression,
anxiety, and suicide among ransgender minors,
as well as exacerbarte fseltngs of isolation and
rejection. Studies have consistently shown that
access to gﬁnder—aﬂirming care signiﬁcantly im-
proves the mental health outcomes of transgen-
der youth, reducing the risk of severe psychologi-
cal distress.

It is imperative that Congress supports all
LGBTQ+ service members and dependents by
ensuring they have access to the necessary health-
care services that promote their overall well-be-
ing. If service members and their families lose ac-
cess to comprehensive medically necessary care,
it will exacerbare the current readiness, retention,
and recruitment issues in the armed forces. Al-
ready, military families with transgender youth
are choosing to leave service rather than force
their dependents to live without medically neces-
sary care.

We urge lawmakers to remove these amend-
ments from the NDAA and recognize the criti-
cal importance ofg:ndsr—afﬁrming care for trans-
gﬂnder individuals. Pmt:cting the health and
rights of LGBTQ+ individuals, including young
people, should be a priority. Denying necessary
medical trearments is not ﬂnly discriminamry
but also poses a direct threat to the lives and fu-
tures of transgender people.

Modern Military is the nation’s largest orga-
nization of LGBTQ+ service members, military
spouses, veterans, their families, and allies. Mod-
emn Military educates, advocates, and champiom
for the rights and well-being of LGBTQ+ service
members, veterans, and their families as well as
people living with HIV. We envision an inclusive
and equitable military environment where ev-
ery member of the LGBTQ+ and HIV-positive
community is respected, valued, and empowered
to thrive.

Title IX

Continued from page 1

to a lawsuit filed by Republican state officials in
Louisiana, Mississippi and Montana. The 2-1 rul-
ing from the Sth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in
New Orleans was dated Wednesday — the same
day the Cincinnati-based 6th Circuit appeals
court issued a similar ruling in a Kentucky-filed

lawsuit. That has so far resulted in the law being
blocked in Kentucky, Indiana, Ohio, Tennessee,
Virginia and West Virginia.

Other states where federal judges have blocked
the new rule while it is litfgated include Alaska,
Idaho, Kansas, Texas, Utah, and Wyomtng.

Republicans argue the policy is a ruse to allow
transgender girls to play on some sports teams.
‘The Biden administration said the rule does not

apply to athletics.

Letters

Bay Windows welcomes letters to the editor.
All letters must be signed and accompanied
by a mailing address and phone number.
Because of space limitations, letters should
not be more than 200 words.

Policy

e-mail: letters.baywindows@gmail.com

Bay Windows | July 25, 2024 | Page 3

FE EN

Think outside the big box

Boston Building Resources is a consumer co-op
with kitchen cabinetry, windows, doors, and
other materials to make your home a better
place. We will work with you to find the right
materials for your aesthetic and budget.

August cabinet sale: 5% off
PLUS: No sales tax when you buy on August 10!

Boston Building 143
Resources BostonBuildingResources.com
100 Terrace Street, Roxbury Crossing

KAUFFMAN

Law & Mediation

Joyce Kauffman

RESIST TYRANNY - EMBRACE DIVERSITY
CELEBRATE OUR FAMILIES

Providing Skilled and
Compassionate Leg.rﬂ' Services
and Mediation to the
LGBT(Q) Community

kauffmanlaw.net

4238 Washington St., Ste. 313
Roslindale, Massachusetts 02142
617.577.1505

joyce@kauffmanlaw.net
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Faces & Places: LGBTQ+ History in the West
End - A Walking Tour

Sunday, August 11 - 1 - 2:30pm EDT

This walking tour will take visitors through the
history of the LGBTQ+ community in the West
End, primarﬂy around the North Slopc neighbor—

hood. From the late nineteenth century onward, this
neighbur}\ood was a hub for LGBTQ+ people in Bos-
ton, even when much of their history and activities
flew under the radar. This area featured speakeasies,
raids, Boston marriagss, Early publfcﬂinn of queer

literature, famous gay bars, and AIDS cpidemic pro-

tests. This tour will focus on the faces and places of
the queer community in the West End and how they
shifted over time.

More info and tickets: hreps://www.eventbrite.
com/e/faces-places-Igbtg-history-in-the-west-end-a-

walking-tour-tickets-944203808007

Monroe

Cflﬂfz’ﬂuaﬂf from page 1

nominee for the head of the ticket, enthusiasm swelled.
Both the Black Caucus and Asian American Caucus im-
mediately endorsed Harris. Within 30 minutes of her an-
nouncement, One Silicon Vallty, a software engineering
consulting firm, raised more than $ 1 million.

Also hours later, a national Zoom call from the D.C.-
based Black women's organization “#WinW ithBlack-
‘Women” had over 40,000 sistahs in attendance. In three
hours, these women raised over $1 million to support
Harris, which T:V. p:rsonality Star Jones, the campaign
chair, spearheaded.

“#WinWithBlackWomen” is a national intergenera-
tional and intersectional sisterhood of black diasporic
women who leverage talent, influence, and networks to

support Black women.

WITHIN 30 MINUTES
OF HER ANNOUNCEMENT,
ONE SILIGON VALLEY, A

SOFTWARE ENGINEERING
CONSULTING FIRM,
RAISED MORE THAN

$1 MILLION.

The politics of being the first

When I heard the news of Harris running for presi-
dent, immedfately thought about how my deceased
Brooklyn Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm would be
proud of this moment. Chisholm was the first African
American woman to campaign for the prtsidtntial nomi-
nation in 1972 on the Democratic ticket. A woman of
temerity and integrity, her slogan was "Unbought and
Unbossed.” Confronted with racist and sexist opposi-
tion, Chisholm lost the nomination. In 2024, similar
concerns arise for Harris, too.

When news broke that Kamala was in the race for
the White House, Black Twitter was abuzz with exu-
berance and trepidation.” Much of Black Twitter is on
board with Kamala as a candidate, but unsure if Amer-
ica feels the same way, “The Root reports.

“Okay, so now it’s Kamala. Every white person who
wanted him to drop out needs to figure out how to de-
fend a Black woman in person and online for the first
time in their lives. That's the job now. I'd like to see
it, but I never have,” Comedian and podcaster Akilah
Hughes wrote on Twitter.

Prominent Democratic donor John Morgan of Flori-
da empharically stated he would not fundraise for Har-
ris. “She would not be my first choice,” Mnrgan qun[td
in The Hill. “The donors holding the 90 million can re-
lease those funds in the moring, It’s all yours. You can
keep my million. And good luck,” he continued.

Striking the right balance with white Americans - Re-
publican or Democrat-is difficult in this polarized era,
especially for a woman of color in power who identifies
as black. The "angry black woman” trope hovers over
all sisters of African descent. Harris is attacked for her
laugh. She runs the risk of being perceived as too loud,
too forceful, not knnwing herplace, not staying in her
lane, and beingarrogant, albeit she is the V.P.

Must Harris struggle to avoid the misogynoir trope
when asserting her power and authority ? She musm'’t be

a titular head for fear of being perceived as unqualified,
tokenized, or a DEI hire. Research shows that Harris
is one of the most targettd pnliticians on the Internet,
and FOX News runs a constant thread of bogus articles
about her.

Job performance

Harris struggled to carve out a lane for herself in her
early years, feeling the weight of being the first Black and
Astan American V.P. With a job performance approval
mting no hig}mr than 39 percent from multiple polls, she
had to convince the American public for a second term.,

Republicans have made Harris the face of Biden’s unfa-
vorable immigration policy to win political ground in this
election period. The intersexuality of her race and gender
was weaponized to discredit her ability. It was unsurprising
to women and people of color that Harris was appointed
to fix immigration that previous administrations couldn’t
resolve, which set her up to fail.

I'm with her!

Harriss blunders were magniﬁ:d, and her victories
muted. Harris has accomplished a lot since raking ofhice.
Alungside Biden, Harris h:lp:d America get vaccinated,
rebuild the economy due to COVID, led Congres o
protect voter’s rights by buﬂding a broad and diverse co-
alition, expand workers' rights to organize and collectively
bargain, and women’ issues-reproductive justice since the
overturn of Roev Wade, maternal health, child poverty.

In her first public speech since her running announce-
ment, Harris said, "Bu.ildi.ng up the middle class will be a
defining goal of my presidency. We here know when our
middle class is strong, America is strong.”

Inone day, Harris ga.m:red more than half the d:lega{es
needed to win the nomination. She has mcnergized the
base and injected hope, focusing on working folks like
me.

Theater

Continued from page 1

Clinton noted, “The First Lady role is really difficult...You
have to create it for yourself”

Notwithstanding such definition challenges, five play-
wrights— Genevieve Gallo-Bayiates, Sharon Greene, Chloe
Johnston, Bilal Dardai and Andy Bayiatrs—havt put to-
gether short pieces stretching from Martha Washington
to Jill Biden in an appropriately titled efforc “46 Plays for
Americas First Ladies” By turns disturbing, touching, infor-
mative and humorous, this often insightful 2020 collabora-
tion (by authors known as Neo-Futurists) has as much to
say about the admittedly imperfect American experiment as
it does about the very different First Ladies themselves. Hub
Theatre Company of Boston—in a vivid and energeric area
premicre—is bringing timely attention to White House
‘women at a time “’hﬂn dﬁmncm}' aIld meEn!S rights are
very muﬂh at Smkﬂ.

“46 Plays” calls for versatile actresses and an inventive
design team—both of which Hub Theatre brings together
u.ndtr [hE ?}\SIP guidﬂ.ncﬁ Df dkﬂc[nr—ﬂ}]omﬂgrﬂphff HySE

Robbins in the intimate performance room at Club Caf¢
(where the 12 year old company presents a staging cach
summer). The multi-talented cast—Yasmeen Duncan,
Lauren Elias, Eleni Kontzamanys, Sophia Muharram and
Katie Pickett—smoothly portray the 46 and occasionally
gender-bend as some of the presidents. The quintet—es-
pecially Duncan and Pick:ttfsi.ng vibrantly on solo, duo
and ensemble as well as in rich harmony under the strong
music direction of Jack Cline.

Kudos goes to Emily Bearce for very effective strobe
lighting and Katic Chen’s inspired Al E. Rosser ranges
from patriotic and informal to parodic and casual in her
costume design, and Justin Lahue brings the right ambi-
ance and period evocations to his sets. Also look for smart
puppet complement from double threat Rosser and Sa-
mantha Mastrati—with gifted actor Brooks Reeves as
puppet capain (though the Hillary one is rather unflacrer-
ing, and her work as Secretary of State is not mentioned ).

Do not let the lighter elements of “46 Ladics” fool you.
There are revea]ing details about 10 ilave—owning carly
first ladies. Some first ladies confront brutal treatment of
Native Americans. The fact that bachelor James Buchan-
an lived with his male best friend for 10 years—here in

gendtr—bmdiﬂg evocation- is seen as evidence that he was

actually America’s first gay president. Mary Lincoln’s many
family losses seem to mitigate the frequent claim about her
being mad. Duncan movingly delivers a “Blue and Gray
Blues” song connected with Ulysses Grant and the Civil
War”

Gage Baker's effective sound design joins with a haunt-
ing projection of the atomic bombs dropped on Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki at the order of Harry Truman. Kont-
zamanys brings poetry to a modern movement sequence
as professionally ained dancer Berry Ford is recalled as
a supporter of the Equal Rights Amendment (as yet not
fully ratified) and abortdon rights. Book-loving Laura Bush
is taken to task for standing by as husband George and fel-
low Republicans were working to dismantle school systems.

Where will future first ladies focus their talents and atten-
ton? Will some continue the push for universal health care
or for student debr forgiveness? Will others concentrate on
LGBT rights? Will a woman president counsel a first gentle-
man to carry the torch of such activism? “46 Plays for Amer-
ica’s First Ladies” pays tribute to some and takes exception to
others. Fven so,this Wnrthy effort suggests that activism for
the American experiment should be the work of us all. Hub
Theatre Companys exuberant premiere should inspire all
Americans.
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contributing writer

childfree women

I think it is better to treat animals like people than
to treat people like animals.

Republican vice presidential candidate JD. Vance
said in 2021, “We are effectively run in thiscountry ...
by abunch of childless cat ladies who are miserable at
their own livesand the choices that they've made, and
so they want to make the rest of the country miser-
able, wo.”

My reaction when I read that was to ask, “Wha is
the Latin for government by cat ladies?” My answer
was to coin the term felefeminocracy.

I was notaware that America was run by cat ladies.
Since were making tl'\ings up, I suspect Sen. Vanceis
one of the people from “Men In Black” who are con-
tolled by tiny aliens inside their heads.

Vance, to put it mildly; has aproblem with women.
He thinks they should stay home and raise children,
and be forced to stay with abusive husbands. Never
mind that hiswife Usha is an attorney with a JD from
Yale who served as a law clerk for Brew Kavanaugh
and John Roberts.

The busybodies of the far right think that rules—
as Leona Helmsley said about taxes—are for the litde
people. Paleoconservative and and-feminist Phyllis
Schlafly went around the country for years saying
women should stay ar home. Evidently she felt ar
home on the lecture circuit.

Vance also suggested that people’s children should
be given the vote, to be managed by their parents. His
reasoning is that people without children have no
stake in the futre of the country. He favors the nucle-
ar family over the extended family prevalent in many
cultures. He wants to eliminate diverse families (P'm
looking at you, Pete and Chasten) and trap everyone
in the 19505 sitcom “Father Knows Best.”

Before the looming Trump antocracy even starts,
T might as well confess that I have no biological chil-
dren. I do have lots of nephews and nieces whose
furres I very much care about, and my parmer has
a wonderful son who calls me Daddy Rick. There are
also a few LGBTQ refugees in Kenya who call me
Daddy for helping them after they were forced to flee
their homesand countries to avoid honer killings.

Some of those refugees have already been reserted

Then they came

for the cat ladies
by Richard J. Rosendall | rrosendall@starpower.net

to the United States. No doubt the man at the top
of Vance’s dcket, Donald Trump, considers them
vermin who are poisoning white American blood,
even if they are here legally. When the ICE police are
rnundj.ng uppcople next year in the promixd mass
deportation that was cheered by delegates at the Re-
publican National Convention, don't count on them
to care who is documented and who is not. If you
look like one of “those people!” our you go.

To be honest, I think I have more and better fﬁmﬂy
values in my pinky finger than .D. Vance has in his
entire body.

There is no doubt in my mind that my cat lady
triends would do a far betrerjob of running this coun-
try than the likes of Sen. Vance. As for people being
miserable, he seems pretty u.nhappy himself,

As shown by their demonization of diversity,
equity, and inclusion, Trump, Vance, and their die-
hards think the only sensibilities thar deserve respect
are their own. Anything they don't like should be
mocked, vilified, and possibly banned. Its like go-
ing to a restaurant and insisting on ordering for the
strangers at the next table.

Why don’t these ptop]e mind their own business?
For that matter, what do thzy have against cats? Since
wild speculation has apparenty replaced evidence
and science in this country, let me venture to guess
thar the answer lies in the aloofness cats are often
known for, in contrast to the adoration exhibired by
dogs. Cats probably remind Vance of the girls who
ignared him inschool.

Unlike Mrs. Vance, I do not have a degree from
Yale. Bur my own alma mater, Villanova University,
has a page on its website tided “LGBTQIA+ Re-
sources.” This is in happy contrast with the tme I
risked expulsion by organizing a debate on gay rtghm
at the Villanova Political Union in 1978.

Times change. We don't have o ler kitry-hating
authoritarians turn back the clock.

The MAGA concept of liberty is that they are en-
tited to do whatever they like, and the rest of us must
offer abject deference. Lets give them a purrfectly
dreadful time on Election Day.

Richard | Rosendall is a writer and activist at
rrosendall@me.com.

Copyright © 2024 by Richard | Rosendall All
rightsreserved.

RICHARD SILVERMAN, M.D.
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Wills, Trusts, Health Care Proxies,
Probate, Prenuptuals

Create Protection for you and your loved ones

One of the only Estate Planning firms focused on the
unique needs of LGBT couples, individuals and families

Kraft Law Offices

60 State Street, Suite 700
Boston, MA 021

(617) 573-0010

rick@kraftlawboston.com
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hilly masters

Continu eaf from page 1

Being in Europe, you get a very different view of American poli-
tics. Everyone I've talked to was worried that President Joe Biden
would drop out of the election—which is ultimately what has hap-
pcned. Of course, these were the same penp]e who applauded QEIL
for not resigning, who elected a hooker to the Italian Parliament,
and approved of a French president who showed up places with his
wife and mistress. Be that as it may, I decided to take alook at Sena-
tor J.D. Vance. [ was intrigued when I heard that his birth name
was James Donald Bowman. [ assumed that’s where “JD” came from.
While Bowman was his birth father, his mother’s third husband was
Hamel—and while in college, JD used that as his last name. Fine. At
some point, he fell out with Mr. Hamel, and came up with Vance—
which I mistakenly believed was an homage to Vivian! Turns out
“Vance” is his mother’s mother’s maiden name. In fact, his mater-
nal grandpartnts were stmngly involved in his upbringing. "Finally,
the same name as the ﬂtmily to which T belongsd," which sounds
kinda sweet. Plus, really, what do I care? It’s his business. Except
he’s not quite so accepting when it comes to other people changing
their name. In fact, he’s been vocally opposed to transgender people
changing their name. In fact, he’s ag:u'nst most rans rights, women'’s
rights, gay n‘ghts, reproductive n'ghts, and any gun control. He’s also
been known to call Donald Trump “Hitler” in private. So, I guess
hesnocall bad!

Someone is else is stepping aside! Its Tom Viola, who has been
the tireless head of Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS for the past
36 years. In fact, Viola has been with the foundation since its incep-
tion, which is no small feat in the philanthropic world. I don't believe
there’s a stngl: person in the entertainment industry that Tom can't
geton the phone or cajole into helpingthc cause. He's done his work
with energy, passion, and dignity. His successor will be the orga.niza—
tion’s Director of Development, Danny Whitman—who, it should
be noted, has been with the group for 15 years. Talk about longevity.

When does saying goodbye not mean goodbye? When you're Pat
Sajak. Afier a year—plus—long farewell lap as host of “Wheel of
Fortune”, Sajak iscnmingback in the fall as host of “Celebrity Wheel
of Fortune”, This is gonna be one of those primetime game shows
that ABC plugs in when there’s no Monday Night Football. His new
contract lasts three years. No word if Vanna will play with him—but
she has a new two—year contract to join Ryan Seacrest for the syn-
dicated version of the show.

Longtime readers know nothing makes me happier than the an-
nual Kennedy Center Honors. Oh, sure, it’s lost a bit of luster with a
revolving door of hosts. Give me the days when Caroline Kennedy
Schlossberg would amble out, mosey on over to the podium and
welcome people in those dulcet tones more appropriate for a very
special episode of “Bonanza”. Now, it’s anyone’s guess who'll walk
onstage. So let’s ralk about the recipients. For years, a popular on-
line game hasbeen topr&dict who won’t make the cut. Happily, Liza
Minnelli’s streak as the most overlooked person is intact. The Susan
Lucci of the Kennedy Center Honors once again didn't get a nod.
She’s been passed over in favor of Francis Ford Coppola, Bonnie
Raitt, jazz crumpeter Arturo Sandoval, The Grateful Dead and
The Apollo Theatre. I remind everyone that the Kennedy Center
Honors are NOT given out posthumously—so someone better get
on the stick!

Apropos of our last item, I've never typed the name Tom Sando-
val. This would follow that I've never watched an episode of “Van-
derpump Rules”—although T once shared a crab cake with Lisa..,
but that’s another story. My avoidance of such trash (the show and
the person) doesn’t mean I'm oblivious to the Scandoval situation.
And I must sadly acknowledge that that many fans have sent in ques-
tions about the participants. To briefly summarize—Tom Sandoval
and Ariana Madix were a couple. Tom had an affair with Rachel
Leviss, Ariana’s best friend. For reasons known only by her family
doctor and priest, Rachel made a video pleasuring herself, which
was on Tom’s phone. This video went public through what can only
be described as murky means. Rachel is suing Ariana and Tom for
distributing “revenge porn”. Then Tom decided to sue Ariana—not
only pointing a finger at his wronged “ex”, but also shirking any re-
sponsibility. And you wonder why he’s known as the “most hated
man in America”—at least by all those who know who the hell he is.

On advice of counsel, he’s dmpped that suit. Rachel’s suit is still mov-
ing forward with a trial date of November 3, 2025. And you think
the courts moved slowly for Trump!

Prior to winging my way to the Continent, | made a quick day trip
to Ogunquit and heard lots of excited chatter about the Ogunquit
Playhouse’s production of “A Little Night Music”. Sure, most of it
had to dowith “Friends” chanteuse, Kathleen Turner. But many were
excited that Broadway belter Julia Murney would be playing the role
of Desiree. Since Murney is a most compﬁl]ing stage presence, I'm
intrigued to see what she'll do with the part when [ get back. It runs
thmugh August 17, and what few tickets are left can be sna‘%ed at
OgunquitPlayhouse.org,

A late addition to the Provincetown summer lineup takes place
at the end of the season at the Provincetown Theater. Lisa Lam-
pantlli will be doing a mad.ing of her new solo show, “Lisa Lam-
panelli: Irrelevant!” on August 3 1st. This is her second time trying
out new material at the famed venue since her 2019 reading of "The
Gorge”. This show chronicles the comedienne’s rise to prominence
asa stand—up, Ieavfng it behind to become a life coach, and sud-
denly fecling.."irrelevant”. T can't wait to see it! You can grab tickets
ar ProvincerownThearer.org.

One of my favorite people has squeezed Provincetown into his
already—packed ass—ignments. That would be the ridiculously
rambunctious Randy Roberts, who will hit the Crown & Anchor
on select Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays in August. Don’t miss
this chance to spend an evening with a legend ar a choice venue..and
at bargain prices! Specific dates and tickets can be found on OnlyAt-
TheCrown.com.

Since everyone here in Europe has OIympic fever, I'm going to
shinea spntltght on an athlete who, alas, will not be competfng. Tr:y
Cunningham is a strapping 25-year-old hurdler who also happens
to be a Ford Model. What's not to love? Shortly after not making
the cut for Team USA, he made a revelation. “I'm just Trey, and ap-
parently it’sa special thir\g that I like to kiss guys.” Appar:ntlyki:sing
guys was not snm:thingh: explored back in his hometown in rural
Alabama—which he described as “the sort of place where you did
not want to be the gay kid at school”.

Despite not getting an Emmy nod, the reboot of “Frasier” is re-
turning for season two on Paramount+ with some familiar faces
and places. We hear that Frasier will return to Seattle and his old
radio station KACL. That episode will feature Dan Butler, Edward
Hibbert, and the devilishly divine Harrict Sansom Harris as Fra-
sier’s old agent Bebe, No word if cither David Hyde Pierce or Jane
Leeves will turn up—which one would expect since it's been made
clear that Niles and Daphne still live in Seattle. The new season com-
mences on September 19th,

And this leads perfectly into our “Ask Billy” question. Vicror in
Dallas writes, “T hear Kim Cattrall is going to retum to And Just Like
That.... Any truth to the rumor? Will it be another phone cameo like
last season?”

I've heard the same rumors—burt with a twist. Response to her
cameo last season was so positive, the powtrs—[hal—be are wiﬂing
to do whatever they can to get her back. I'm told that negotiations
are ongoing for an actual storyline. Cattrall, who previously wasada-
mant about not appearing, seems to have warmed to theidea..with a
few stipulations. She wants all of her scenes ilmed in England. She'd
like Samantha to have a smrylint of her own. She wants to be p:tid
plenty (she got $1 million for last season’s two—minute scene—and
she got to keep the clothes). And she would prefer not to appear with
any of the other three ladies. What does that mean? Stay tuned...

When actors can make half a mil a minute, its time for me to
consider changtngpmfeisions and end yet another column. And [
thought Stormy Daniels had a good payday! I'm getting a bit hot
under the collar—but that could be because it’s been around 100
degrees every day during this trip. My God, it feels as if they've al-
ready started che cremation process. While Lery to cool off, you can
check out www.BillyMasters.com—the site that's always steamy.
If you have a question for me, dash it off to Billy@BillyMasters.
com and I promise to get back to you before J.D. Vance changes his
name...again! Until next time, remember, one man’ filch is another
man’s bible.
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pand to serve the entire LGBTQ communiry.

Their own path to parenthood in the late aughts was “com-
plicated and confusing,” with “scant resources available,
Rostnbergsaid. After some twists and turns, [h:y had a sonvia
adnptinn and twin gfrls via Surrogacy, but Rnssnberg reflected,
“I don’t think that there isa singls decision we made, either in
surrogacy or during our adoption journey, where we felt really
confident abour that decision.”

Rnsenberg noted that he is the gir]s’ gtne[ic parent, which is
“really no one else’sbusiness,” but that he mentions “because I'm
also HIV positive. I have been since before I met my husband,
and we're about to celebrate our 3 1st anniversary.” Rosenberg
explained, “I want to make sure people know if theyre HIV
positive, it doesn’t stop them from being able to become dads
through adoption, foster care, or surrogacy and IVE”

As new dads, they knew they stood out. “We had three little
babies, one of them is Black; we had a chihuahua; and we're two
men,” Rosenberg related. “Wherever we went—and I'm not
exaggerating—it was like the circus sideshow.” Strafght p:oplz
would ask intrusive questions, and “we were constantly hav-
ing to explain our stories.” Rosenberg longed ro hang out with
other gay dads where he wouldn't feel so “other,” and to share
learnings from their own parenthood journey. He couldn't
find the community he sought, however.

Fast forward to 2014, when their oldest was in preschool,
and the twins were out of diapers. "Let’s launch something for
all gay dads and dads-to-be,” proposed Rosenberg, whose back-
ground was in sales and marketing. Gays Witch Kids (gayswith-
kids.com) was born.

[nitially, the site focused on iha_ring queer dads’ stories. “ We
did a lot to give visibility to our families. I know we helped
change hearts and minds.” he said.

Abourt three years ago, however, one of the site’s readers
reached out to thank Rm:nberg “for inspiring me to become
adad”

Rosenberg was touched, and asked, “What are you going to
do now that you're inspired?”

The man rtsponded, “I have no idea. [gu:ss 't just have to
wing it.”

“IT had an aha moment,” Rns:nb:rg said. While visibilityand
inspiration were important, he realized they weren't enough.
Instead, he said, “T really wanted to provide a rangible and
valuable service.”

That led to the 2022 launch of GWK Academy (gwkacad-

— 'i.

:my.com), which offers community, education, and resources,
including online courses and coaching, for gay and queer men
considering parenthood. Before the end of 2024, Rosenberg
said, his goal is “to expand our content and our focus to in-
clude everyone under the LGBTQ+ umbrella.”

The site also just became free to join, and Rosenberg hopes
that gay and queer men—and soon any LGBTQ+ person—
will use it as a first stop to “get educared” if[hey are [hinktng
about parenthood. Topics covered include the various paths
available, costs, timeframes, types ofnrganizatiom people will
need to work with, which ones are LGBTQ+ competent, and
more. “They say it takes a village to raise a child,” he said. “The
truth of the mareer is, for us those in the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity, it also takesa village to create achild.”

After getting educated, he said, penple will be able to have
more productive conversations with clinics, agencies, and oth-
er family-building organizations. The problem today, however,
is not the lack of such organizations, buc the sheer number of
them, “A lot of people find it overwhelming,” he observed,
noting that part of GWK Academy’s value is “to help them
get through all the clucter.” Ir therefore works with an “exclu-
sive nerwork of surrogacy and IVF family building partners,”
whom Rosenberg ensures are “as passionate as [ am about LG-
BTQ+ family building.” Referrals to those partners comprise
GWK Academy’s revenue stream. While site members can
work with any agency or clinic they choose, he said, *T know
that ours will take good care of you.”

The site also partners with organizations dedicated to foster
care and adoption (but earns no fees from them), and Rosen-
bergis eager to encourage more gay and queer men to consider
becoming foster parents and adopting from foster care. He also
makes sure GWK Academy’s programming talks specifically
about LG BTQ+ ynuth in the foster care system, asserting, 4 |
feel like we have some kind of moral obligation as the adults
within the community to make sure our young ones are taken
care of properly.”

He isin turn inspirtd by the next generation. “What I love,
love, love today,” he said, is that all of the dozens of young gay
men he has spoken with in recent years “knew they would have
to think about whether they wanted to become parents.” For
almost all of them, the answer was yes. “They just werent sure
yet when or how? he said. “Sometimes [ would cry because it
wasn’t an option for us. To sec how much things have changed
in that respect is so powerful for me.”

Dana Rudolph is the founder and publisher of Mombian
(mombian.com), a two-time GLAAD Media Award-winning
[)lug:sz resource direa‘mj/, p..’m a searchable database nf 1,600+
LGBTQ family books.

Brian Rosenberg (L); husband Ferd Van Gameren (R} and children. Photo courtesy of Dana Rudolph.
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