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Markey Hosts LGBTQ+ Roundtable

Announces new call on

VA to provide gender-
affirming surgery for trans
yelerans

Submicted by
the office of Senaror Markey

Amid the sate of emergency tha
wransgender and nanhinary pecple in
Massachuseros and acrass che Unired
Suates are experiencing - Inclad-
ing Increasing repors of violence,

see MUARKEY, poage 2

Pholo couriesy of tha offico of Sonator Edward . Markay,

A new study of LGBTQ) parcnts
found that cwo-thirds of the partici-
pan—and especially trans parents—
sakl their children experienced smac
tural and for mn,:rp-.'rmcu] l\.rignu ar
whoal, The pasents, hewsver, shared a
varlety of prosctbee and reactive ways
l|u::.- workad to prevent or offset such
stigi

The rescanch is part of a hger sudy

of LGET) family luJi]d.irgund pareng-
ing, Jed by Profemos Abbric Goldberg of
L'l:.rkL'niwmtg.‘.‘n‘i.dnhup:l‘.c:udria
an online surveyin the sammer of 10240,

For the current paper, “!.E'.!!TQ
Farentss Accounts of Thelr Children's
Expertences With  Heterosezism  In
Schwonls publishal in the joumal Psy-
chalogy af Scmal Oricnation and
Gender Diversity (Manch 14, 2024},

~ \ New Study Looks at How Children of LGBTQ
2 .J Parents Experience Stigma at School

by Diana Rudolph | dredelph@mombian.com
comirifneting writer

Goldberg and independene scholar Ju-
liAnna Semith focused on the TCSpOnscy
of 419 LGBTQ parenes, cansating of
65% chgender women, 22% cisgender
men, and 1% rrmqg.'m:hrm: noenbina-
oy parens, Previoss sidics of LGETC
Bamilies and schook have used muh

sealler samphes and Fased only on

e MOMBLAM, e o

Last train to Washington
During Holy Week, fundralsing Tor democracy

)

“Let them go” Prosident Biden said
of the pro-Palestinian procesters who
IK\L!&‘ hll'“ I.‘llll'lng a I.'_'I.l'“l'\lsn "Llﬂ.d
eulser with farmer presidents Chinmon
and Obama on March 28 ar Radio
City Music Hall This contrasted with
Dunald Trorg's conummnt aboug pro-
testers in 2016, "Knock the crap oot
of 'om.”

1 had dhe gmd farnemne ro artend the

Iy Richard J. Rosendall | rrosendallgisearpowernet
mn'.rr.r'ﬁnh'.nx M'i'!’rr

Radio Cicy event thanks w a friend
whio was ingpired by 2 commentary [
wroe in 'Fd‘mlar:,- o make a J.u'ge o=
mavien oo che Biden campalgn, He was
ot af the country, @0 be inviged me
anal anather fellow to represent bim,
T|'||: VT Was E‘ﬂlﬂl WH’J’| 'd"‘ll“r!
and surroanded by security. The con-
troversies swirling on social media

seemeed |¥J'l'r vears mway as | was jresr

ed by Demccratic Magional Commit-
tec Chair Jaime Harrison znd mer the
three Ilrt-ﬂdmrt ar the pre-event Vip
reception, T was amazed by the mum-
ber of staff required w pull off such an
event, All were pracious and hefpful.
The musical gueses an sage mnehud-
ed Lizzo, Ql._u.'l.'r: Latifah, Ben Pla,

sre ROSEMBALL, pope 4

“His butt, for sure! He knows that. I told
him, ‘I didn’t marry you. I married your butt.
He doesn’t love this answer, but I love his eyes, too.”

Coalition Calls on Passage
of Mass Parentage Act

Following Michi
Gm-wnnrg‘s .-ktigrﬁnday

Submirted by Massachuserts
Pareneage Act Coalition

BOETOM - The coaliton warking
for the pasage of the Massachasercs
Pzrcnug..' Act |:mh)r called on che
Mussahusers legislamire o advanee
the bipartisan bill char would, among
ather things, protect LGRTO) Fumilics
in forming the bygal bond of a parent-
child relationship. Michigan Gover-
nor Greechen Whitmer eoday ;igrlcd
a similar piece n-F|¢s|.ila|:inn e L.

Massachuserts is the cnly Mew Eng-
land stare wichoar the protections,

“Lets o, Masachusers! Wie've
been prowd e be a national leader
Ilﬁl lmiJH.“:n' W}|:n it comes bo l".‘:'
BT+ equality, bur we've gat some
catching up w do” sid Govemor
Maura Healey. *Let's pass the Massa
chusers Flr\:nugﬂ Az o make sure
every Fumily has the |;g;'|| protecions
they need and deserve”

“Dar state P.I.KF'I'.:I] lawes: have noe
kepe pace with the diversity of mod-
er-day families, and as ather staes

see MIPAG, pogre 4

7 o TIMES

“There an: no good options here”
the surgean said, n’mﬁml.ing_ what 1
bzl juest ﬁsurmf aier, the realization
snaking it way ingo my mind and
bdy, Seanding on Harvard Sereer in
Bruokline on a b|1|m:r} ﬂLI._‘- in :ur|'_t
Jamuary, ten mEotes ooe of therapy
where | told my theapist chat my
mm:hcr.gcu:i'.ng Hnspiu:m\'icusinhn
assisted li-.':ing ApArtmEnt, was rushed
ta the ER che night before due o
|'|¢|.1.'\_|.' Incermal hb;ﬂims.

The surgeon confiomed whas the
hospitalise, the generalise whe spoke
with me a few minutes carlicr, had
saidi my mather had a pedomtion, a
hale im her colan. Until the hole was
closed, she couldn's ear or drnk, and
couldn't process food. There was no

— Rodrigo Abdrto reveads his tavorite part of hubly Matlea Lane.

The Mother | Wanted

by Judah Leblang | www JadahLeblang com
comiribting writer

way my Mom, who had been through
soomiuch in her 95 years, coneld survive
& major operation and the recovery
thar would g along wich b

My mothers care manager, Rica. a
soctal worker with a heare of ;,'uN.]lud
et my Mo’ adsocae for 15 years,
Mow, she flled me in. confirming the
dﬁl.'ll:ll'li prnam:i: awer 'I'J'|C constanc
beeps of the heart monicor, che saric
of my cell connecrion, the buzzing of
] mind as 1 tried o sheodh the
realiny thar my mother—a comsrane
presence for all of my 66 years—had
weeks, o poswsibly jst diys—1o lve

T"-'i"“ II'HH'“.IIS I.'i.r]icr. 'F-h-:n my
mothe suddmly lest 10 poonds and

see JUDAH, puge 5

more in Billy Masters on page 8
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Conit "ﬁnmm!

discrimination, and fear. Senator Edward J,
.\tnl{c:}' [1>-Mass.) coaday hosted an LGBETO+
Community Comening o hear from indi-
widuals and organizations about the need o
berwer sipport the rransgender and nonbinary
community,

Participants discussed how the federal gov-
ETIUMENT Can :d\':n:.r 'I'J'l.ﬂ ]’I.catr]’l.. ":F:qu'., =.I'|d
'rm:"-l::ing of the cmnrnun'n:.', 'inc!u.d.i:rg E&h:-
ing back against harmful Republican dveroric
and misinfarmarion shout ransgender people,
ensuring thar all members of the communicy
are inclided In policymaking, improving -
cess to heakh care, housing, and other baske
nccessitics, and u:]:l'.lr:ting I:n.ru:ﬂ:mlcr and
nanbinary people.

As part of the conversazion, Senaror Markey
announced his new call on the Departmens of
Vereran Affaizs {‘-".‘L] [0 TEMOYE PESTTCTMENE G,
and provide health care coverage for. gender-
affieming sergery for transgender vererans,
Drespire the VA already offering other types of
gender-affinming care, including pre- and post-
operative care for gender-afirming surgery, the
WA does not cover SUrgeTy irself.

In dheir lemer o che VA, the lawmakers
highlighted that gender-sffirming sargery is
assochated with reduced gender dysphosia, im-
proved quality of life, and decreased anxiery,
depresston, and even suicidal ideatbon, which
remain especially eritical given the higher races
of suicide amang vescrans in comparison o
civilians. Tnmip:nﬂnr vererans are 20 cimes
mure likely o die by sicide than cheir cis-
gender veteran peers. Cosigners of the lester
inchude Semarors Bernie Sanders 1|-‘u"r.:l. I.'-‘sl:l::,-
Mumay (D-Wash.), Jeff Merkley (D-One),
Bon Wiyden (D-Ore.), Elizaberh Warren
{DeMasa ), Mazie Hiroao (D-Hawai'i), Tina
Senith {D-Milm.‘.. and Peeor Welch (D-VE )

“We can make every day Transgender Day
of Visibiticy when we commit to jusice and
:qualiq,- far the :r:n:g:m{cr and nnnhimr:,l
com munn::,'.' said Senaror Mz.rkc:r. “We need
a whale of government commimient 1o trans-
gender and nonbinary individoals. Thar Is
why Lam calling on the Deparement of Verer-
ans Affairs to take immediate actians to cover
gender-affirming sargery for ransgender vee-
Crans. Tlﬂni:s [10] rJ'I:: cF{Dﬂﬂ ‘DFr}lﬂ JD:H]. I.Eﬂd'
ers who we heard from :nda‘y. Massachuserts
has long led che nation in the fight for equal
;Ig}us for the LG BTQ+ community. J,'h::pl:e
the brucal threars and amacks, we canmot stop
advocating for greater acoes (o gender-affirm-
ing care, We know that transgender health is
health, aml health care is a haman rj_r,!!t. and
we will always fight on the frontlines for equal-
3

"1 am ne:l];r g}.[d”lﬂ Fﬁr r".l‘ evenc ]ﬂd l:nr
the chance m J'I.isj'l.ll.!."l[ k:r issues ar a pimr.ﬂ

mmicnt for the LGBTCH commaunity, 1 am
ahu-t\:ry Wfﬁll for Semator h’llrkq"uupp-arrt
and alf owr allics in Cms,r:ss. the Senare, and
the general communicy” said Sandra McDhan-
ald, Sw(vring Commirttee Member ar Human
Ranhui Campaign Mew Fjlgimd.

“Senaror Markey and his ream are lesding
the way for trans rights In the cownery. This
work i3 neoded now more than ever, Its elear
that the Scnamr’ EEI“. fur freedom, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness riscs all tides. We
Visibilicy and bevond with joy and i'lnp:.‘ said
12allas Dacar, Chief Execurive Ofhicer of Tran-
shealch,

“Wie're gravchil vo be a part of this discussion
with Senaor Markey to ensure thar the needs
af trams and non-binary Bay Staters are heard
and amplificd all the way ta C:Fil:'ul Hill" said
Eeelsey Grunstra, Executive Director ar Masa-
chuseres Transgender Political Coalition.

1L am excited to be included in chis pivoal
canversatlon abour the needs of the HARSgEn-
der commanicy and grareful to Senawor Mar-
key for his comdmesd allyship and suppon”
wmid Tanya Meslusan, Executive Dimetor at
MassEquality.

“I'mi grazeful to be a part of chis conversa-
ton. The Commission commends Senacor
Markey For his efforts o make equicy for trams
people a realicy and ro codify thekr rights inm
L, W scand in solidaricy wich Senaror Mar-
key In his efforss to Free the most marginalized
penson in the room and Rl the gaps in service
provisions for all LGBTOQ4 prople.” said Shap-
laie Brooks. Fxccutive Dircctor at Massacha-
seers Commission on LGETO+ Youh

“I'm graveful for the opportunicy mo discuss
LGBTQ+ righes with the Senator and che
impnrpn:e of education, sccess co care, and
active allyship,” sid Dani Chase, LGETO+
Activist, Awthor, and Speaker,

In March 2023, Senaror Markey and Rep-
resentative Pramila Jayapal (WA-07) in-
wroduced the Tr:.mgl:ndnr Bill of Riglu:s. 2
landmark resolation to recognize the federal
goveTmment’s duty in provecring and codify
ing the righ:: of rransgender and J1v|'b.|'|.hnil1m11.I
people, as well 45 to ensure transgender peo-
ple have access vo medical care, shelrer, safery,
andl economie secarity. In June 2023, during
Pride hMonth, Senator Markey introduced the
Gender Affirming Care Access Research for
Equitg.' (CARE) Act to authorize $25 mil-
lion annually over five years For che Natinal
Instinures of Health {MIH) and che Centers
for Disease Conrrol and Prevention [C'.],'J-[,'.:I
v research basrices 1o gender-affioming care
and the impact of those barriers an bealth. In
Sepremnber 2022, Senator Markey sent a leteer
ta the Biden administration on |iﬁ:m5 baarri-
ers to testosterone and expanding access to
gender-affirming hormane cherapy for mans-
g!ld![ FEﬂFIE, Ll'lrI'JIJdIﬂF rr:ms!nder men
and rransmasceline rmnhinar:.l ]'u:np|=.
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The Trump camp and the White
House clash over Biden’s recognition
of “Transgender Day of Visibility’

By Josh Boak

Assoviated Pres

WASHINGTON (AP}
Biden is r'a.'inﬁ-\:

President  Joe

icizm from Donald Trump's
campaign and religiows conservatives For pro-
rl.'.im-.n.g Moarch 31 which rm’rﬂpﬁndlwldt
Easver Sunday chis year — as " Transgender Day
af Vishdliry”

The Democrae president issued the peoc-
lamagson on Friday, calling on "all Americans
tov join us in lifting ap the lives and voices of
transgender people throughout our Mation
and o work coward eliminating viclence and
discrimination based on gend er identity.”

Beag in 20624, thie March 31 J..'ﬂglurima over-
I.|p~ with Faser, one of Christianitvs hollest
celebrattons. Trumph cimpatgn accused Biden,
a Roman Cathaolle, of being imsensitive to reli-
i, and fellow Republicans piled on.

"W call on Joe Bidens failing campaign amd
White House o issue an apology oo the mil-
lsens of Cachalics and Christians acros Ames
ica wha believe mmorow is for one celehra
ron anly — che sesumrectian of Jesus Chelst,”
sabd Karsline Leaviog, the 'I.'rw:'up <.||nru,ign'-.
press secretary, She assatled what she called the
Biden administration’s “years-long asaule on
the Christian faith.”

Huouse Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La, said on
social media that the *Biden White House has
betraved the cencral tenet of Easter™ and called
the decision “curmgeos and abhoment”

Whire House -pnk..--.pt-rwl'. Andrew Tages
said the Republicans cegleteing Biden “arc
\L'L'ku'-g,ludnhk anl weaken our countr ¥ with

cruel, hareful and dishonest cheroric.”

“As a Christian who celebrates Easter with
Family, Fresident Biden stands for bringing
people together and upholding the dignity
andd freedoms of every Amerdcan,” Bates said.
*Presidenc Biden will never abuse his faich for
pelitical purposes or for profit,”

The sdvocacy groop GLAALY said ina sare-
ment that people can bosh celcbrare Easver and
show thelr support For the trans community,

“Thie dage of Easter mwnves cach vear, while
Trans Dy of Visibility is always recognieed
on March 31, but this year righe-wing paliti-
cians and ralking heads are nsing the coinci
dental ciming w0 overshadow the hope and joy
thar Exscer n'prcu-nr.i.' sabd Sarsh Kare Ellis,
GLAAD pn,-a.uirul amd CECY,

Biden st bssired a proclamation on trans-
gemder visibalivy in 2021, Proclamations are
generally statements about public policy by the
prosidene. But chis year’s ovedap with Easter
andd the heated tensions from the pn:udm rial
CJ.":IP\JI;“ ﬂu.l.ll.' :}h: Larest |:r.1:|s§|.'l|d|:: PTNIJ
miation a way far many Bepublicans to ques
tham che Demaocrar’s religioms fairh,

Biden devourdy arrends Mass and conslders
his Cacholic upbringing ve be a core parc of his
morality and identicy. In 2021, he met with

Poge Francis at the Vatican and aferward sold
TEPOTECTS that the pontiff said he was a “good
Cashalic” who should keep receiving Comns-
niom,

Bar Biden’s poalicical srances on gay marriage
and AUpPOT for women I'm'mg the lll_l..‘ll: i
abartlon have pur him & odds with many con-
servathve Christians

i o>
e
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Mombian

Consimpen from page 1

Farnilies with dsgender parents.

(irl'.lﬂsugmd Smith found dhar pasenTs afalder chi
dwen ages 11w 18 were more likely vo seporc stigma than
those with children ages & o 10, whio In oem weee more
Ikl v pepoet it chan thoss with children ander & Addi-
tionally, trans parents wene mee likely bo report this than
gav mak parenes {and sightdy more likehy dian leshian and
] th‘z L o :l:n:r.ral:gmﬁ-am [Sﬂ the paper
for full staristical amal yss.)

Many ofthe parents described srructural, indirect wans
their children had been marginalized, such as being “ex-
dudad via assignmens, currculs, and language thar was
fundamentally heteranonmative and csnommative, the pa-
per savs, Soveral parmts spoke of how a s on "White,
blnﬂ:lld::ﬂ}ﬂtnd Famili=" m-ai:uﬁ::tlfhdrduiﬂm
o the basis of race and adopeive starus as well

Some parents, mos with elementary school children,
skl their children had encountered misandersandings or
confusian shour cheir I:urqu withar overt hﬂn:lh;]. The
pasents knew this wis “developmentally sppropetare b
abso rooted 0 a hesronormative sockery and school sys-
v the authors note,

The parents applicd a varery of smatcgies oo addros
this structural stgma. Many asked teachers for chssoom
d'|=nFs reloted oo Miocher's!Facher's D.'r.:.- mgnmcm:,
Eam.i}- h':rmq' Prujnm. and ume of the comect Faﬂnnn!
ri'deg.mnng other d1i.|'|p.

They recomemenided and sometimes dorared books and
oeher pesources on LGBTO Families, adopoion. and rearad
ropies, Some volurmeered for schos] evans ar commimess,
Ivoping o normalize their Eumily, promoce eidostanding,

and have influence in the sehool,

Oithers, most bat ace all with middle schoal d':i]ﬂ.lm
reparted char char children experienced mare explicit
anti-LGE ) actions, usually by peers: for ecample, where
children were mldr]ui.rpumwmddgu o hell Some
prarcaes, o, said cheir childen had heand an-LGETQ
shurs thag were ot direcred ar them, A few described reas-
ing or budlyirg abmead ar the children’s owm nanconioem-
ling pender expression,

Parcnts aften spoke with eachers andfor adininistra-
wars shout such inddenss, and thoe converatons “wame-
rimes, but rbcu:}Jw:r:' ked 1o Pnsil:iv: di:nF.A e Fami-
ties, however, filed formal ED!TIPh.i.IHI, r:q1x:r.:|:| diferem
reachers, or oven rJunEﬁi & new school,

Many parents also andertook proactive sraregies o
redice thelr children’s axpeosure 1o stigma and build dyer
resilience, These incloded conveying positive mosages
bt diverse Bamilics, particalarly when the children were
Founger. Some !Ql.ﬁ]lt LGATQ ndusive schook ar Pl:]ﬂ-

{ i

Begardess of whether they did, more than a quarter of
the parenss said they were intentionally open abous their
family and often had “purpescfil comenmians” with
schaol stalfi’ @ the beginning of the schoal vear, oifering
detads such as the namsds) the child calls dheir parentls)
or explaining the lmvelsament of 2 birth parent or known
sperm donor in their lives.

Parcnes spoke of “redudng their nvolvement and over-
n's:h.t'as dtd:iiﬂmns:’mtﬂn,d\uuﬁhammgﬁns
them o *hecome dhedr own advocanes,” amd ul:.ins with
them abour su.ﬁl:].'md nonvinlkemnt Ways nl"mpnrhdhgm
anti-LGETO) scoiens if they did accur,

Anad partioalarly In middle school, the children were
sometines less likely o disclose their famiy strucur: or
pancats’ LGETC) identithes, i onler to bland in or avoid

questions, Most pasents allowed them o make their own
decisions in this regard, too.

The rescarch has a few limicsdons, noce the authors, in-
cluding its reliance on parents’ repors cather than chase
of the children, snd on a :am]'nle of mesly Whire, well-
educared parens, Addiclnally, the smdy exclided bie
sewnal parenes in differen-sex relasonships and single
parents in oeder 1o foais on Fmilles whose parenes are
s Likely o be viowed as a sexal or gender minosity,

Further rescarch, they say, shoukl seck g il these gaps
and others—and to exploce “how LGHTCY parents and
their chifdren are mavigating un:rsl.lin#'g,I hastile schoot
environmenss in the currenc pu]il:'l:al climare, amid a
growing namber of and-LGRTQ curriculum laws and
policies.

Goldberg and Senih sy chelr smdy nevertheles
shows o eangge of structural and persenal ways childeen of
parents across the LG BETO speetrum hive beenexcduded
and lt.ip:ﬁml in sehools and how this may be experi-
enced differenty ar different ages. This may aid school
professicnals and therapists in understanding children’s
varied responses to stigna over time. The findings poing
o the need for mar inclusive schood pelicies &r wacher
wralning on LGETQ families, senualicy, and gender diver-
shew aned for imervenchons m the carly grades,

Foe us LGBTO parents, I'll add, such rescanch abo peo-
vides examples of how other queer families have prepared
for and handled stgma at school Mo child should have
0 ExpeTicnce Erh:imlotm@:]h:dﬂuhlr until thar
Pu:ﬁu: warld &5 achicved, sadies like this can affer usefal

msights.

Dava Rudolpdy is sbe foumater and problidser of Monsbaere
(sl com), @ twa-rime GLAAD Media Awardwds-
weine Bl ool resoarne lroctery, pls o searolabdy dacalvese

of 1,506 LGET) fimly hooks

Rosendall

Comtisiriad i pige |

Lea Micheke, and Cynchia Exiva. Then Stephen Calber
interviewsd the peasidonts.

Prosident Baders main message was simple: “Ohir de-
mocracy is at sake”

[ don's know how the hecklers goc inco the place, bue
rJ'be'!."wzr! u.rhlhle (2 dﬂu: Ih! IJF‘:IEZ I'rbncbdnflhe m‘d.
“Their role fele similar m char of the hm:lu.lp singErs ear
liee The presidencs stasesmandike respenses showed chelr
skill and grace In bandling diseuprion,

“Your can't just talk and noc Bsten” Obama sald w the
protesters. " Thae’s what the other skle does” Clnton
emphasizad Baden's suppors for Palestinian sdf-detenmi-
mation ard a cwo-stare sodation. Concrariwise, :sJ,a.rnr_'i
Risen writes in The Inzercepe, “Donald Tramp and hs
MAGA culr of Cheistian nationalises would never farce
Esrael o accept 4 ceasefire — ora Palestinian sne™

The: progesters refiise 1o confront the sangled realicy of
a lomg-manning was, not o mention the geerotis anack
by Harnas thae stareed the lamss violenee, As | walked
diown Siveh Avenue after the cvent, sCrCaming protst-
crs accused me of supporting genocide, | eold them they

were wrong and were not helping their cause,

“Tirarh be rolid. however, their canse is nor acooally o
bl Palestinians, bue 5o gain the satisficzion of soreans-
Ingar Demooracs, This & the Lei’s polivics ofsabrraction,
In wislch they denounce amvene who docsnt complerdy
sgree with them. The idea is that when the Republicans
win, I:hin.s} will b 30 bad that it will sei off the Revalu-
tion the leftisrs dneam about. In face, whar we acru:]lf}'pat
after Tramp’s H6 win was a right-wing supermajorizy
on che ﬁupmm-e Cloarr.

Even s.l'mrltu'i.ngﬁe massive police rumout hehind,
B felrencively safe wallking to Penn Starion m wke the last
rradn ve Washingron, Desplre a Hghe radn, the cny was
buseling a 1100 PAL

One guy stood across from Madison Square Garden
painging up az a phato of snger Billy Joel on the side of
the h‘uﬂﬁng with a caprion that it was che 100th con-
c:rl:ufhisru.id.ﬂ'u::rrhﬂL I said mrhegm_.'. “A hundred?
You don't look older than 40" He said, "You wanra fight
me?” T sabd, “No, Pm past a smarces” He siid, "1 ber 1
could beas you” T said “Fm sure” Then T oumed and fal
lowed the sign, “To Trains”

Mew York et like a big, Friendly welter of barely-con-
tralled chaos. 1e's dll a bit much, bus ic wods & yvou jus
powithiz.

Hack in DC on Hely hmnb:.l aftermoan, emerging
Fram the Metro on my way hame from a Bmily Easter
guhering, 1 saw a few hundred peopls d rat-

3204 By Windiows, e

POBOXE14,
Baoston, MA 02127

Juft Caakbay
Suw O Corvmll

Fra Frind:

Ing araend the Dupont Cinck: Sunrain, A woman led
chans with a megaphone; several people waved Pales-
thaian Fags. T was able to make oue "End the occupation
mow!” and “Revelution]” repeated several tmes 1 did
nat hecar “from the civer to che sea” widely imderstoad
to mean abalishing krael. Then |headed down P Screet
tweard home.

With the sounds ofdnn:insmd &lum'n.ing reuui.ing
behind me, lencountered an alder man standing ourside
his house smakdng and looking in the direction of the
Cirede. “They're calling for rovelution,” T sakd go him, o
stand back ™ He repliod with a laagh, "1will indeed.”

Six thousand miles away in Gaza, children starve
while Hamas leaders nefer mo “the Zionist etiny™ and Me-
tanyzhu respands te war crimies with maone war orimes.
Claser to home, the Republican presidencial candidace
p:l_l_l.-smlgpm are 'pnhnnlngﬂw hood of our cnqm[r:,-_'

As bumans, we have more work vo do,

Richerd | Rosereadiall is  wviver anal dctietit af rrosim-
Aarlli@ime.com,

Copyright © 2004 by Richard J. Rovendall, Al rights
resereed.

MPAC

Comtinnen from page 1

ke :he:mq:unr}' STEPS U PAOCECT families, prmi.d: SIas
hility for children and advance reproductive and LG-
HTQI— r.is['n::. it ix dear it i.lwnﬂpﬂndu time for =
o act and pass the Massachuserrs Pir:m::g: Act” said
Astarney Cieneral Am!rﬂjn:f ('Jrnphcll

“The action aken by Michigan Governor Whitmer
noday s 4 potent reminder of whar srengehening famd-

lics shonld loak like in 2024 and iz shoald serve s an
Inspieatian to Masachusens,” sad Polly Crozier, Diirec-
tor of Family Advocacy at GLBTQ Legal Advocares &
Defenwlers, “The Missachuserrs Parcneage Act, currently
muking ity way through the legislamne, 35 needed o Gl
gaps in our Liws that leave some children valnerable and
tor ensure all famdies, mmrm]wnrdn\-m formed,
have che ltgi.lmm d':? dm:rw.\ﬁ:lmp: o see this
bi.llpm:d ino law chis session so char Massachusens can
stand provd as a stare thar vecngnizes and protects the
digniry and worch of all children and familics”

The Massachusers Par:n:@ Ay I:MP.'\..
HIT13/5.947) is mn’:n:ly Ming considered in the
Jokne Commirtee of the Tadiciary:. The keglsbibon wp-
dates Massachuserts staruves todlarify who can be a par-
ent and how to establish parcneage. This bill is critical
w0 ensuring that all children cn accos the securicy of
lcg:ﬂ parentage, mprd.!m of the circumetances of their
birch. The hills h'pminn spansors include Democrar
Senator Julian Cyr, ]i.e]'ndali.n::n Senator Bruce Tar,
Demacrar Representative Sarah Peake, and Republican
Bepresenrative Hannah Kane,
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MAKOM trancends

By Jules Becker
Contviliing W

Do years ago Moa Wertheim was research

larities. “Wi all have them.” the o

founder and artistic diree

of Vertige Dance
Company recendy mld the South End Mews

CUme essencial way of dea

shie affered, is to find the

place wi s and conmect” Nom
from hér acclalened Tiracll mroups
1992 by Werthetm and busband Adi Sha's

at the Boch €

er Shubert Theatre Bn s firse

Celebrity Series of Ba
26

i appatance since
arc exploring that line and pach o con
tien in a polarcy

nscending
aphed by MNea and siser Rina Were
“MAKOM™ —H<t

entitled

things" Obscrving thae "We have the space

and

ime; Moa revealed ehat * W creaced many

placesin e Thar crea o5 quiali

ry-cemcered Tselem—Hehrew far and
Hehrew
the: employ
by Zshar Shoet, Dancers in Dand Fishof-Ma

genta’s misimal lighting will move amund and

e

Lavnic for ' That Foem enails

like wond stracture

wwnwler that comstruct in neveral-hued costumes

aned by Sasvom Ked rthing is eoe

logical?” Moa stresed. To that end, branch-like
props will creave such key abjects as plaforms,

ladders and a beid,

"Itz a bri

throgigh the dhow! Mog ex

there will be a cirels
“We hawe vo support cach other and be
r. Wi should be The

cirele can be like a folk dance] she added. Ae

g.u.'|| ) she oo

other moments, dance movemene will sugges 2
she
reect with the creation of “a

il—Hehrew far 'pach.’ Thar pach o

ridge connecting

perween rwo different peoples” Some moves

"R -

COTany T

Werfigo Dance Company,

By Wikshoows | el 4. 24 | IPuge 5

by Celabrity Seres of

presantsd
Beston af he Boch Center Shuben Theatrs, Boston, April 5 and B Exploring

the Creative Frocess. a leche/demo hosted by Boston's Cender for Jewish
Cultre at Vilna Shid, Boston, Apl 4. Celebrilyseries.orgVinaSnul org

will connect "male and female, sun and moon

ST

and light and darknes "™ To dhatend, a L

i which two male dancers lift a female one may

signify a triumph over the hamm of polarities.
MAKOM® feature: Vermign damcers Erai

Perii Sian (Mles, Eden Ben Shimad, Micah Al

mis, Ruch Ben Daeld, Han Kalubovich, Shanl

Cidpbrity Ser slaged a0 Shid
I |L-I||. N:"'l I'\J.Ll |"I.I .”Il'll -'\.IIII'\'H'.IICII IE.III
I"u o P?‘?’-'Ili‘i.‘ L1 l.l 1 'I." m

and Metanya, bsrel-rased Noawho stadied at
the Jerusalem Academy of Music and Dance,

met her dancer hushand ar another Jerusalem

eI Tamar)., Verrigo Dance, renowned for

inniwatlve choreography and rechndeal prect

sion, has com

SISLLE

preaches. Adobe is used at the building, water
is eollecred from che coof, and there & no plas
tic at its Jerusalem Vi

ley , “We an
hetm concluded

Ella W

Judah

Conmsinnen from page !

dipped under 80, T went back to Cleveland,
mmed her up for hospice

anad wich her consent, 5

)

provided, along wich

h the care and ar
her privage akdes, Mom

rallbed a bir over Christmas and MNew Year's, e

appetite phced up, she might have gained a few
I\’:""“J.". I“\. "‘:"P}‘I.\.l '“-'\.'l}',l“ k. acr. and §

y focus on her weighe, which Id fis

lee go of
ared on for

ears, during chose lasc few weeks.)

I heeer Lane 80k and 9k, my macher was, a5 her

primary care doctor told me several years e

“dwindling:™ losing wel

tal focus €

alk aive woman wha raised
tained both hee energy and her abiliey ve woery
intn her cady 80s,

Chier the past fifteen years, the script had

ways | had a new mother

Hipp:-J i

some

kinder, ;rnl:la. st mioee passive, de pendens on
the kindness of friends and family. Scill, Mom

,.|'h.|:.-| knew me when 1 galled, kiew herselt

1 the hosplce saff

and knew where she was, even i she couldn's

keep track of her abdes” names

could I, as aver the last fow years she regained

24/7 care, which ked to 2 vi

ual i|1|x\r!.'\,.'|'.|.mr|i

fhelpers. some regular and some fill-ins, along

with a few who didn’t quite work out].

But there were silver linings thar went &

with e mother™s memory ks, which mo

Ity ™

5] L|,r‘,;|m,|-.:_--|u||.uuuuuL_' lnwnnu...-;luu-r-'

called sascular dementia. Those siber linings

meant thar she no b RET worred abour w!

might ha . and couldn’t pine aver past los-

ex: the death of my

ather, her firet hushand ac

&1, 2 Few weeks after her 60 birchday, and the

h of her yo

EEST SO0, [ brother
is 505, whi

Mom was 0, just as her shonr-oe

ragic des
Russell

wed whe

froams liver cancer in 1 0g-

wepst, seuth

The mather who mised me was a classic red-

head: prone to anger, mood s
Fuer :
||'I'I.'r z‘lr:“' up an a :I'Lll‘[il: IJ.

.-and unpredictal

, Ty

ceder, rowcine, and clesnlines Bug afer
i

[=

her second hushand o and she moved ine

an asshsred lyimg fac near her home ours lds

of Cleve anie the yoke of mspondbilice -

mally lified, my mother thr i itive
impairmont and all

The macher | knew, and the one Igot oo ko
in her 80s and 90: had some things in comman:

resilience and an iren will toger through challeng,

nd lack of apper

frosd was @ nes 1 anend, nog a sourg

e of |-I|,-J
siiee s lovaloe amd bove For et Gamile and fricnds

Whae emrged, when e mother oo lomger had

o worry, when she ke o od her need ol

life. was a grace and warmth, a deep Aindameneal
kindress Iid only seen in pasing in my youth.
Mom was graceful, almeost effosive when 1
called, daily,
shomip her fr

o make sure she was earing, 1o ask

lewvel, het

zen she

der, het CNp

physteal cheragye T fine” she'd despine che

w5 that made car-

achies, pa i, and e hand o

i a labared. exhausting tadk,
"How're voui™ My visits to Cleveland seemed

to boch buoy and exhaus her; she was d

mined o putona 'Im).l. front, m B eI OUr ouT:

, far fce cream, for a drive around

ingsroam
oW,
The enocher T had in iy 505 and Gls was In

MW WAL, Illt Lt I ||I“-ﬂ.:-’ “Jl'i:\\l L1 maypc,
i these later years, | s who she abways was,
without the static of her anxiety and my resens-
L.

By the time 1 goroo O aned. my myother had

mved from hispical to
ilx ed. and ¢

when [ e hed hes wached her shoulder

and said, "I'm bere? she openad ber eyes, b

1 spent ment of her Lase day with her, in thae

mam. Her breachi was labored, and hard mo

g

watch. $he seemed already half gone, looking
off into a distance | couldn’t see. Thar evening,

when [ lef her room o per something o ear, zhe

die erly, sparing me the moment of her pass

| kinglness

lefr with merma-

d

Today, rwea months 13

ade for se vears we b

Fig

and i vaid. 4 chasm that will remain enfilled
Sudal Lelding iz a w ber, anad story-

fler i Bortom. He wi

e e
he Expy

mimg drir mew

o

aeenen s war Lhade”
Becemr Ml Friends Howse, 6 Clestnut Soreet §
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billy masters
Camtinued from page !

The cower Lasly ol Bast F:|-Ja_t"~ "Hll||3-w-u:-|] R:pllrl.:r' asked 4
wummgh ilu'glh- question: “Would Yoo Whic Six Hours for Pris-

cilla Pn:ﬂq.-'« .-‘ulmglr:inl'u?' Tcan ghve ase 1:-.r|l_l.h ~I|11£‘|||.' TEspH

“Ma!™ The article fs dbout The Hollywood Show — a place where
Fans pet oo mece their Bvorie st I used oo ke plice ar the Bev-

alive! Mo iit’s at the Burhank Masrricer. The lincup of cclehaitics dhis
year mcloded several notdhles from "Dallas”™ (boeh imcamarions).
Before you ask, nary a i'zilu.'ipa| i sight. Why isn't anyone wormed
ahsar where she is? She either boks really bad, or is in the Wicnes
Provection Program, Someane who did show up was Miss Presbey
{née Bew
coppared to

o by wh aul a 'a.ng anel wi

‘Iu'ul_lL line af Fans dhar was
af the more popakie cides & Dy, One of her

assistants saicl, “She will stay until the very hise person eaves, She's

u're a redative who comees

Eke that She won't diuppl'\ullL' Unless

betvreen her and an inheritance, in which case | woold advise you o
deep with one eye open.
A week eaier, Priscilla showed up ax the very last public per

frmance by Tony Drlando. This mook |\|.‘- ¢ ar Feowoods Casing

n Conpecicar Prscilla wasnt there our of love for Tonw; she just
happened 1o be dodng her one-woman show in the same theaer the
nevt nighe. Tomy was joined For part of the concert by his old sng-
mg partiery, Telma Hopkins and Jover Vincene, otherwise known
a5 "Dawn”. Fun Rt Telma and Joyoe were noean the firs recaord
mg‘ |:Ir.d'|l.' Sm'|Fl “I.Lk I'J'|C"|. ANCNVITHNE Slulhl Siﬂ}'.l_'rs were 1['-('\].

Evennaally, che ladies were cast as*Dawn” '.'|d:-|:.1:.'n].m-.h Toavy ancil

1977, They've rennited occasionally over the years ansd Iisn:.'mu]dn'r
s farewell 1o live perfarming withour them, 1 warched most of the
wideo From thes concery and realized the m.]}- SIS off his T knew
were the oaes with "Dawn” — whoover they were an the time

Ove of Tomy Orlando and Dhawn's hits was "Say, Has Amvbody
Seen My Swert Gypsy Rose” 2 pragnant song about a suburban mom
“-hD Tuns OL'F[D h:c’."l'l'll.' A sTppo. or ihnnkcr.-:-r.'l. o sar — I.T‘-'J.‘
never quice sure. Bue 1 choughe of che song when [ read thar comvice
ed munderer Gypsy Rose Blanchard has beoken up with her post

prisan habhy after chres

monchs of wedded bliss. Afer 2 while, yoal
SRR '\]{\1'\'\1 ith ame ey aped, Ak Lisa Marie!

Beched Wilsan's memalr s being released chis week, In “Rebel
Rising”, the h
teased the folla
Eke, “Yeah, [ have a no asshale policy, that means like, yeah, [ dont

¥ |J.n.|} docan't hold back, In an rlm.lp.r.l st she

g “When | Flr‘.lcal'lnuHI)Uy“ ood, pl.'l:-ﬂc Wi

work with asholes) 1 was like, *Oh, yeah, | mean thar soumds sen
sible or |ngia.'.1;'. Bur then iz really sunk in what chey were meaning
by thar, older peagle in the induscre, Because [ worked with 1 mas
dve amsholke, and, yeah, now [ definizely have 4 no assholes policy
Chapre
rl"ﬂll“ll'

sabkd asshale — g is ;'Iuj\:._-. 23, char BV WS 8 massve

T i
with this ane paragraph, Onee word of this chapto got out, soan-
one threatened to sue. Rebel said, *1 will not be bullicd or stlenced

ight bave hit my “amibhok” quia for the cntire ear

by high priced lawyers or PR crisis mnagers Thic assholc that T am
ralking abour in ONE CHAPTER of my book is: Sacha Baron
Coben.”

Rebel played Sacha’s wife in che film *The Brothers Cirlmshy”
Amvone? Hands? T haven't seen the flick or, for dhar mamer, read
Rebels memols, Bat Wilson clabms thar Sacha “presared”™ her o
appear nade and “do other ansavory chings” Cohen’s team chims

'J'|ﬂ| d“ ntimate secnes ‘IA'JI““.'“.'IL (18] guid:“nr'ﬁ |'||'||l |.'l'\f|||:r.ln.'l:u.:l| rc
quirements” and “these alleged asks were recorded by the camira:
man on a film ser for a movie, and followed 2 scope thae had been
apro ed by all the acrors™ All this fuss over 3 movie I never even
heard of !

Brir pop singer Robbic Willisms |.|i:mu-rl,.' of “Take Thar™) is
prowsbliad chear prnph & No |L‘u‘l|_.!,rl \{ll'-.'ll|r|l|-’l|.', absrur his seximl-
it “When 'Rabbic W f
sarch my gemine thought was, Am 1 agly mow ¥ Not that I've
ever thought | was a looker in the Arsc place” | think it just that
he's gotten clder...as have we all. If it any consolation, Robbie, we
rarcly speak of Bicher anymore...and thas rruly saddens me.

My indifference vo anything Taybor Swift—relared is well —dos
wmented. Thar said, 1 musy sheepishly admiz char I've been misak

s Gay” stopped being the top Google

em, All this tme, 1 :I\uulghl hiee rour was called “The Helress Toner”,

Apgan_'nrll.'. it is “The Ems Tour”. Pamen/Pataheo. Ar least now 1
know she's a whale lor older than I thosy

! O ehe plus side, 1
have 1o appeeciae that shes hnng:nf; a described az haw Ing
“dad bod™ — whe also says be doesn't care. Bravs vo thar

A pop princes [ doenjoy bs Aussic Kylic Minogue, cven though
I heavily eriticized the fact that buying a ticket to see her in V-
s would require mortgaging some propercy and selling an oogan.
Well, you'llsan gera chance 1o sce Minogue sout her smtfin Los
Angeles. Kxlie will headline a show uuh;':lr::ing West Hollywood
Pride ag the Ol owd Mustc Festival, which rakes place June 12
Also performing over the weekend are Janelle Monde, Diplo,
Keke Palmcr, Trixke Manel

haven't anpounced who s plaving on which day. 50, anless you

and ochers, Hene's the carch — rh.-,

want 1o risk the show selling out, you T have to buy @ weekend pass

— which is quite pricey. Sneaky

Last week, | posed my review of the Broadway revival of Ste-
phen Sondbeim's “Merrily We Roll Along”. 1am pleased oo report
that | contribured w the show recouping its $12 million capiral
Izaian. Although | was ar the 5
arrended che Sunday matines — Jennifer I.np::r. J—La {and her
crew ) anended becanse her child Emme wanted o see ehe chow,

av macinee, 3 nocable sar

|.H.:r “chilf” because I'm nos u-ml|_r sure henw g0 refer o B
Whik Emume was boen female and the beadlines abost going o
“Merily” say, “lennifer Lopez and Her Daughier Emme Enjoy a

.

Dace on Broadway”, [ scem oo remember other articles saying thar
Emme is non-hinary and eschews feminine pronouns. Jennifer re
fers ro her pwins as *Cooonas”, but | don't chink 1 could wse char
e — particalardy since Blg I‘.u.||1_r Masrers used o hathe me
whille \.-Il.z"ll'll_l'_-!.\.'\qf-.lll, A Lovely Bunch of Coconrs”, B chars a
=tory berver bt berween me and miy seam of therapista. Teshould be
montioned that acoompanying the photo of Emme hugging “Mer-
rily” star Jonathan Groff, *People”™ magazine wsed the tenm “they”
HI.'ITI'|J.'!-UJI'I-'J I'Ii[r( wooven h[l'ﬂHL? — h\.'.'l.l.l.il.' I k.l'l oW, i.|1-|l you
krovw, znd even Liza knows it was a cypa. But what a cypa it is!
On Apeil 1 3ch, the Mark Taper Forum in Los Angeles is mount
“Rainhow: The Mew Judy
Garand Missical” Nusrrml:r b e put ehiis sheaw rug:rllrf. hewin gt

irg Michas] Fedmsrein's larest ventune

Dwouldn't be surpeised i Liza shows up — which makes chis all che
miee juicy. The press release Bsued by the Center Theatre Group
{parenz company of the Taper] said the following: “The dhow is
exeoutive produced by Michael Fanstein and Liza Minelli™ Don'

they know? Its Liza with a 27 not Lisa with an "57, ‘cause Lisa

with an 5" goes S not Saz Irs "2 inseead of ®
conrld be. See, Liza, Ir's “M” “I" double
then “E" doable "L “17 You double up che “N” thar’s Monn no
Mg Then “E7 dowble dhe “L7 end o with an “17, Tharks the Wy

of “Lee” Itk simple

The vpening quote for this weeks column was alimoest this: ]
krwrw how to wse my femininity™ — says Kristen Seowart. Billy

Masters asks, * Whar femininicy ¥

Remember the movie “Taanic®® Oh, if only | had chose 72
heners back! Rememhber che climaric scene? When big, scrapping
Kate Wingder hales herself onto 3 door, and holds che hand of
ligele waifish Leonardo le.-.npr'm. crying, 1T never ler gr.-._'l.:._a'
— onlly oo cast him off without a socond choughe? Wedl, char very
clowr just sold at an avedon for over ST00E] Winsdot has decided
the time is righs to defend Rese domping poor Jack tohizicy dath:

*Se, you've heard i beene for the first time. Yes, be could have fit on
that dear, but it would noc have srayed afloar. ke wouldn'e” | ecall
Rex Reed writing ahaoair cheir love scene when the film fire came
aut by saying someching like: "k was like warching a € hitumhiea
rrying o meung a Crnlden Regriever!™

When we don't have thme for an “Ask Billy™ question, bur we

it in a questionable bestality quip, we've dedis

:}' foime L
the end of vet another wlumn. And what a lang column it was.
I barely have time to remind you to check out www, Bilhdasters
cam, the site that'll show you a bovely bunch of cocomees. If you
have aquestion you're confident will At in, send ix '.lnu__:; o Billyge
BitlyMasters.com and | promise ta ger back 1o vou before we find
art iF Wikl Principal is in hiding wirh Shelly Miscavige. 5o, unril
nexr cime ramember, one man’s Alch is anather man'’s bikle

UL LLIERRANT

Priscilla Presley

TN
Victoria Principal
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Registration Now Open
for Boston’s LGBTQ+
Pride Parade and Festivals

:

BOSTON
PRIDE

FOR THE PEOPLE

Boslon Pride Parace 2023, Pholo by Bay 'Windows Stafl,

ELECTRICAL

izers Seek § for Bth
ST ke o

Submitted by BPATP

Bosun Pride Foc The l’cuplc [BP4TP)} roday announced
the opening of mpistration for the 2024 Pride Parade, as
well as the festivals oo be held on Saturday, Jane Sch, 2024
on Beszon Common and Ciry Hall Plaza

The parade will start in Copley Squase ac 11 AM. and
mave throngh the city’s South End, finishing ar Baston
Common where evervane can enjov the fescival char ine
cldes |\crﬁ1r|nan<|:s fram local and nacional snrerraners,
Ciry Hall Plaza will best a Block Parry for these 214 that
beging later in the afternoon. All BRATP events ane free
o aetemdl

Last year, more chan 1 million people actended Pride, che
region’s lugest LGETO+ evenc,

Parade + Festival Ilugiﬂ:rionw:" he cnrnPJm.'d anline
via Evenchrive, where inceresied parics will reserve cheir
pl.'u'<~ in the parade and for space at the fesrivala Registra-
ton fees and payment opricns are outined a0 hops://
wwwbostonprideforthepeaple org/

Sevemal hundred  comminity  proups,  businescs,

Get more information at

www.bostonprideforthepeople.org Mass License #14580A

schaals, government agencies, employee resoerce groups,
dl.'l.'ﬂ.'d '.'".:ﬁl.'i.lb. .Ll'l.d \“IMH are IJFI.'ﬂ.'L'd [t nlmh m T.lh.'
parade. Owganizers estimare thar the number of booths
avallsble for vendors ar che Fescivaly will be 250 and are
likely vo sell cae,

.‘;}mlww‘l'l i ';J_H.Tiﬂ'luliillt!-d.ﬁ available, ar levels g
ing from S5000 w0 $50000. The cost of producing the
parade and fesivals is ctimated o neady 51 million, In
addirion no regEsTation Frex contributions from commu-
niry and busiresses are an essential source of fnancing the

Provioing QuALITY
ELecTricAL SERVICES
to the BosTon AREA

EVETILS,

A Ihrmd\.h.p P:;'Ius.,' Ix available for COTpOESCns
and ||||||-pmﬁ( nlg;]nluri(m-. interesieed In spparting

this }L‘ilr"> Pride, It inclides che dates for ||.Llur|l'|.la=.lf|a| RES|E}ENT1AL & CDMMERCIAL
sessiinns foo intercsted sponsors and can be found an the FREE EETlmTES

BPATP website: wwwhostonpriddionbcpeopleary
Boston Pride For The People {BP4TP) is the volunizer 24 Hour SERVICE
and community-mn non-profit coganizacion wodking ©

SR, celebrare, commemorare, and educare in jparn

nership with Boston’s LGHEQ+ commanide. In 2023 Dedicated to Customer Service since 1971
BP4TP hosted and managed Boston's firsr Prade pasade:

and festteals in more than theee vears, beinging Mew Eng-

Lol Barpest Pridde pasadie back vo fes lome in Boston, For 61 ?542_2ﬂ-ﬂﬂ
mare infommation visit: bostonped forthepoopleong a
T www.ds-electric.com
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ENRICH.

ENGAGE.
TOGETHER.

Goddard House offers residents enriching everyday experiences
aimed at promoting independence, inspiring curiosity

and encouraging connection with others. O LATINGM
* Spacious studio, one & two bedroom apartments Cnl-rfmu':}r:ir:ilng
» Concierge-style services & wellness offerings sagecare
* EnrichedLIFE experiences & adventures
* Olmsted Memory Support programs backed by research

and designed to treat the symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease
* Award-winning brain healthy cuisine
* Expansive dining, fitness, technology & outdoor amenities
* Onsite rehabilitation services —
* SAGECare Accreditation for LGB'T Cultural Competency E

Call (617-731-8500) or text (617-380-6291) for a tour! (E\

GODDARD
HOUSE

ENERBICH.ENGAGE.TOGETHER

731.8500

GoddardHouse.org




