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Larry Kessler

Bay Windaws Staff

Larry Kessler, a pioneering force in
HIV/AIDS ahu.'lq'. dicd at the age
of 81 an Febnaary Lst. leaving behind
& legacy thar shaped the course of the
Rghr agaimse HIV/AIDS. He passed
Fway pcz.'rﬂlﬂ:f in his mesidemo: ar
Nu.-wﬁndgr on the Charks

Kessler was renowned for his an-
winerdng dedication and commitment.

pariculardy during the cady sages of

the ATDS crisss. A bescon of hope and
compusson, Kesler trdosl worked
to cmact Lh-l.'ﬂF I.l'bd e |:|\u J'k was
instrumiental in establishing the AIDS
Action Comminee of Massachuserrs,
serving a5 a guiding force from the
19805 :hwu:sh the carly 20005, Kesiler
ph_mni a pwnml role i raksing aware-

= mlﬂ,l,mgr 7z

Phots: courtesy ol Fesiaay Heallh

In honor of Blck
Month—bur  hex  pead

rouznad—here are some of my Bvorite

Hisrary
all pex
recent children's biographies of fa-
maons Black LGATC Americans,

Brand new is the -||J1¢rh 'T:ml'n:.'s
Rhiyehen 8 Blues: The Exrraordinary
Life of Jama Baldwin” by Michele
Meadows, illustraced by Jamicl Law
{Harper Colling). This blank verse
biography honors Baldwin’s legacy
in the :h‘g.'rhm of its cexr, and offers

young reades just enough derail

6 Picture-Book Blographles of Black LGBT( Americans
by Dana Rudolph | dradolphge mombian.com

coniribnting writer

be infarmative without overwhdm-
ing. Ik books ar Baldwin’s life from
his childhood in Harlem dhrough
his ousspoken and feardess work as a
wriger, and inclisdes his romantic re-
|94I|.'|I1"1hi[| with Svdis palncer Liscien
Happersbergee The warm, evocative
illstrations are the _|xr|i:l.'l Lunl;ilc-
ment to the lydcal wosds.

Also new i “Glenn Burke, Game
Changer” by Phil Bilder, ilkascraced

e “mw-ﬂ

A

There is no greatness in che defen:
sve cronch of resentment and suspd-
clan encouraged by Donald Toamp.
America has always had isalationists
arsl bigoes, but we have also had the
picneering spisit thar ok us to the
moor.

A porthon of the populacion never
sccepts any changs a8 progres, They
wonld happily deag us back o the
Middle Ages.

Fortunately chis yeas, if Tromp los-
5 and incites anacher doc, he will not

be presidmvr. HFE:-Jth.E of violence in

Fatal MAGA combo: shifty and shrill
This election should not be a close call
by Richard . Rosendall | rosendall@starpowenner
comtvibuting writer

Washingron, a recent desdly carjack-
ing prompoed Repieblicans te decry
my hometown as a crime-plaguad.
Drmu\::ril:-hd lldlllﬂl.f. |:| 'Fﬂ'\:':. b

len crimee in DC i lower chan it wasa

see ROSEMBALL, page 4

A transcendent Case

A Ca e for the Existence of God,

Jesma Hingon {kaft] as Rysn and De'Lon Grant as Keith in "A Casa ior the Exislence
of God at Speakbasy Stage Company. Mhaio by Nis Scoit Studos

Jules Becker

Contributing Writer

Falls, Tdabwe small business in che pres-
£ of recent past, Hunter's seemingly
simple play deals wich effores v secure
Sometimes a disarming play can  a loan with the help of 2 moregage
broker.

A serewved owt facher |'||:I]'n:! an acre-

he very cl:-m]:cﬂi.ug. A terrific cane in
poing is Samucl [} Hunter's swo-char-
acter drama “A Case for the Exismer

of God” Sex in a cubicle inside o Tiwin sve GASE, page 3

Was W. E. B. Du Bols a
romantic at heart?

by Ren freme Monroe
rm.!rfhdinx uriler

Two activitses converged for me
during COVID-19: when not offick-
AEkng funcrals, [ sl momance novels
and took long walks aloag the Charles
River, thinking aboue W E. B. Du
Bais as a mmantic.

I chose mumance novels becaose no

maer whar the pratagonist personal
!r 1|ng rhra:gh in the narrarive, there
is always a Iu.ppy\-rwf-aﬁ;r [HEA)
ending. The long walks wees a way o
get oue of the house and sec poople
while I masked up and walked an ap-
preciable distanee from chem.

W E B [ Hob Fhole by James Ed
ward Purdy' Acem Cisaden - Mational
Forraf Gakeny via Wikimedia Comimons:

EF m“.wr ]

“I personally wouldn’t wait two hours to get a hot oil massage

from George Clooney, much less a concert by anybod

— Joy Behar shares her opinion on Madonna's 1ardiness i her cwn concerts.

-

more in Billy Masters on page 8
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age purchase will peraade a judge to allow him
shared cmr\.uh‘ut'!l|s'!mungda|ag|1.r=:r. Under the
carneful S:wr.k EM:\. W:agx {,'m'lpﬂng.l g:lidm.'r of
muleiple ralent Melinda Lopez [acoreswrites/
|lil:\:L1.ur:|. thiz drs-rrwlu.: 2023 New Yook Drama
Crigic’ Circle Avand winner proves as much of
an afecting look ac male friendship and human
b-u-nd:n.g.u aca [h:mnl:ial transaction.

%o nee be fooled by Cristina Todesco's szdy
spare scenic design——a simple affice cubicle fea-
aringdesk file drawersand rwo chadrs, Hunver's
Skminure no-insemndssion play—with scene
changes smanly indicated by Elmer Martines's
lighting and Aubrey Dubes smind dodgn—
I'l.'ll:_\' C:PI\'.I":‘ I'JIC
evedving oerrain of bu-
man connection with
the kind of striking in
l::-shr this l:l.iri:cd p|a\_.'-
wright ;Lx{.lag.'\-d in his
cafliesr “The Whalk.”
Hﬂ.‘\: 1 IIC\CP LM
tion inidally appears
to be unlikely as loan-
scrl'mg Eyan wanrs no
—which
& mongge broker
Keith effectivedy li—
anl questions whether
people arc as much of
a priority as business
to }L'lr_'|

As Keith  wocks
with Ryan, common denominamors are revealed.
Both men have nac only amended the same high
‘I.'hl'ﬂl.—-l"'\\'n S0 ﬂr‘ the same I.'I.'“‘Ir“‘"—l'ﬂ.ll

middleman

also share the Fall'\.rl:ns passion—with Keith
Fostedng a toddler of his awn named Willa and
looking to adope. Willa and Ryan's Krisea abio
go tothe same Sunshine day care and casily play
together. As the very different men grapple wich
their respective challenges, Ryan refleces shac

Ultimately, the
possibility of
real bromance
and deep mutual
caring becomes as
important to both
men as the fate
of their individual
parentings.

Eventually chae sharing includes respective
truith telling and whiskey {wish ﬂi.:Iut;u: andd ac-
tiom indicating time ac unseen Keich's place and
the pliyground, for example). Scrazght Ryan has
no negarive reactions abour Keith ]leing gy In
fact, Hyan dﬂ_p].i'. 1 g:mu'ne :rnp.u!l'rwl'u.-n Keith
Experimoes a ver _vsrrﬁn.r'lrl moment and even of-
fees 1o hold Keith for a while, He goes as far as
Volfering to be physically clese” with Keich,

Utimmately, the possibilicy of real bromance
and deep muwtual caring becomes as importans
o both men as the fate of cheir individual par-
enrings Will cheir I’:ium].ﬁh.ip become as sig-
nificans to Willa and Kriscn as Byan and Keichs
own nasatives shour their respective parenas?
Playwright Himnter provides a stunning and
mmaving closdng response

Fram start to finish, De'Lon Grant as Keith
J-“! }'.'S!r H!ﬂ“.'\ﬂ as
Ryan make the mens
respective jouTREYs
from acquaingance
MJI rLﬁlﬁﬁlI; I:'i.'lll:' In\'ﬂ‘
rq:lufly meaving, Ar
the same time, Grang
and Hinson capture
the smnetimes humor-
ous exchanges as Ryan
Rﬂl“lﬂ;m“ﬂdﬂr;[ﬂll’
s )

Giranr carches Keich's

REMmE.

ongoing concern for
Wills  and  hecarchels
apenness to helping
Ryan. His outburst as
Kcith suffers a personal
defear i very hlunt':rlﬁ.
Hinsan finds all of Ryan’s séf-deprecasion and
vulnerability as well s his remarksble feeling for
Kebth,

The provocative i mysterious titde of Hang-
er's play may seem grandiose vo some theater-
poers. Sall. the inerigring relaionship of Keith
and Ryan—rivetingly captured at SpeakBasy
Stage—tumns "A Case for che Existence of God™
inzo a spiritually tanscendent call for muwmal

By 'Windews: | Febaary &, 2024 | Foge 3

[LLAPOINTE & DAYS LLC

lelping People Find Solutions.

Please call for an appointment: 617-738- 1919
wiww lapointcdays.com

RICHARD SILVERMAN, M.D.

= M IeC R s

= Slisisin. DNscosdroRT
= Mo D kT in

* Ny COn PRESS W EAk

| 25 minutes, 25% less fat!

| |

SculpSure
* FOA- clomned Gaser Peoaimo e v~ dmeticioe
» Tacated patients sam ap ts E5% far vedluer

JP‘ il
o aem Proatment
Visit hitp://www.cynosure.com/product/sculpsure/
COSMETIC AND
RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY
OFFICES IN NEWTON AND BOSTON
61 79659500 « WWW. RICKSILVERMAN, COM
CERTIFIED BY THE

e el

AMERICAN BOARD OF PLASTIC SURGERY

they share a sp-:-cjﬁc kind of sadness. unds r:und:ing and love
BB E R YW | £ E 5

NUWHIRINGEACGRSEAUERS
N the Brookiine &Bnghtonneighbornoodst

O LE ﬂ!ﬂ‘ljlu_mg-...ll-..- 24 d11.C0m
Or more fnformationt

Wills, Trusts, Health Care Proxies,
Probate, Prenuptuals

Create Protection for you and your loved ones

One of the only Estate Planning firms focused on the
unigue needs of LGBT couples, individuals and families

Kraft Law Offices

60 State Street, Suite 700
Boston, MA 02109

(617) 573-0010

rick@kraftlawboston.com

Dog walking & more!

www.DJDogServices.com

smrooewne BAINDOWS.COM

Letters Policy

Bay Windows welcomes letters to the editor.
All letters must be signed and accompanied by
a mailing address and phone number. Because
of space limitations, letters should not be

maore than 200 words.

e-mail: letters.baywindows@gmail.com
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b!r Danid _[ O'Bocn (Farrar, Serass and Gisousx), &
Pum'crﬁlj hingraph?: af the first npm]'_r EAY Fh].':r in
Major Leagee Baschall and co-inventor of the high
five. Bildner, whose cirlier middle-grade novel “A
High Five for Glenn Bueke” s abow a gay boy inspired
by Baarke. knvows how to write action, and his punchy
senvtences give verve to Burkes on-field play. Bildner
alsn ives readers an mﬂ:inchins buc age-appropriate
lock st Burke's later sm“l:i.jndudingl:hc hnmnp[‘ln-
bia he encouncered, how he gt i rroehle with
drugs and the lawd” che car sccident char sharmered his
leg, ans his death from an AIDS-reliwed llness a age
42, Ieisa compelling boek thar reuches on some tough
trpics with thoughefulness while celebrazing the life of

A irmg far the UI‘L‘:I.I.‘HE'. Bayard Rustin, the Man
Behind che 1963 March on Washington.” by Carole
Boston Weatherford and Rob Sanders, illestrazed by
B:frm hic('.m:r {I lenicy Hokl, is a I'f!'iﬂ.l CESIATIENT [0
Rustin and his work, not only conveying che story of
s life From childhood bus also helping readers emo-
tonally connect with Rustin and the spirit of the era.
Each spread indudes sUggrstions for sngs Lo sing,
all drawn fram che Civil Righes movement and Black
rpm.nn]s ke apnwmﬁ.d, inceractive :H:lmn.chm brinK
readers into the story. The book sits ar che clder end
of the picture book age range for the amount of cex
andd complexiry of vacabulary (“commieed.” “onches-
rrateds ere.) bur nevertheless feels cleas and under-
standible,

“Unstoppable: How Biyard Rustin Organived the
1963 March on Washington,” by Michacl G. Long, il-
lustrared by Bea Jackson (Linde Bee), I)I:ﬁl’.l‘lﬁ with the

assertion, “Baard Rustin was a roublomaker” Readers
SCMHNL 3CE d‘u h:wu mlkﬂ\ﬁ mb]: ﬁ:!ri Fﬂj TCEskN:
to change the unfair laws and customs that kepe Black
peaple from freedom, And although sme White poli-
ricians n]rpn;ad thie civil Ii;hn: mawement and armacked
Rustin for b:mg B, and civil nshn lesders worried
thear these arcacks would harm the movemens, “Bayard
was procd of wha he wei—Black, gy, and an acrivise
foe peace.” While ehis docsn’t reach the byrical heighes
of "A Slmg, tar the Unsl.ms.' it i% an informative, inter-
sectional, and inspiring look at the life and significance
of this imtn:im::-socgnmm civil ri#'u:: leader.

“Pauli Murray: The Life of a Pi.um:‘:ing Feminisc
anal Civil Rjg!us Acrivist” I:q.- Rosim S:eu:m-iinlu:{
and Terry Canaslis Jennings, illustraced by Ashandd
Fomson (Yellow Jacker), &5 a moving blography in
verse of the acclaimed sctivist, atomey, and Episcopal
pricag, from dhildhood in the Jim Crow Sowth 5o in-
volvement in some of dhe landmark civil ri#n: casey
of the 2ch cennery. Stevens-Holsey, Murmray’s niece,
and co-mathor Jennings note that while Musray did
ot use the same verminalogy we do today, “Transgen-
derfis P-cmiiﬂ}'.-'wiu; Pauli would call hersf.. Pauli’s
pronouns’ may have been/chey/them /their” The life
of this “unamg force” In two overlapping social justice
movements deserves to be better kenown, and this book
is a great place m stare,

For che voungest children is” Litthe Black Lives Mar-
rer; by Khaodi Dill, ilhsrared by Chelsea Chares [ Tri-
ansl: Sqlan:_:l.iﬂihbk as i:\:suhrhar\d.mw ar board
ke, CE_ur icons Marsha P Johnson, James Baldwin,
Rillic Haliday, and Audre Lorde are smong the Black
lives celebrared in this rhyming book (though only
Johnson's queer idenity is noted). There aren's Full
biographies here, but cach spread offers a quote and
a little information about a historical Egur:_ and eells
s that they each lived " Liele Black life™ as a child

before il!DQIT!iI.‘IE a chu“ﬂmh:r. .ﬁh]'lmxsh the hoak
may Inspire young readers o becoms changemakers,

eo, it also remninds them. " But don's forget the greatest
Life you can b=ad ]:-r]l.mp eo you” Even if one docsn't
:h:.r.w the wodd, it 'u'rq_:l.'iu. there iz valuez in simpt:f [iw-
ing a Black life.

Far a few ocher childrens biographies of nomble
].{'pH-Tqﬂluk Americans, indudins Laverne Cox, Ru-
Pauel, and Massha P, Tohnson. please visit my Dagabase
of LGETQ Family Beoks 4t membian.com, I noce,
o, thae we could sill wse many more pleture boak
bingraphics chat show boch the Black and the ques
aspects of people’s idencities. Ity shodking o me thar
there is THNE YET omne of Audre Losde, for E::.mph-_Thzm
are many ocher Es,ur:ﬁ. o, both histarical and mn-
ceenparary, whass ves could inspire and inform young
people today. | urge authors and publishers to cake sc-
thon here as a way nox only 1o look back, but also ahead.

Diasnan Ruslolpdh is e fiommeder el pustelishier of Mosmdni-
it (rsenreliaancom ), @ twe-simer G AAD Media Award-
wRRRg Hax amal rexowree dlirectory, plar a ssorchable
ditabase af 1 4K+ LGETE Garmily books,

Rosendall
Comtinned from page 1

yar ago. But Trumpists never let faces hinder them, D
st be swayed by their hyperventilating,

The GOP failed impeachment effore againse DHS
Secrerary Alejandm Mayorkas was Fnzd}' Pd.iu'n:al. His
Jnh is ro follow the low as wriccen, It i for Congress 1o
change the law, Democrats agreed 1o & compromise
on  (mmigeacion, bur GOP
meenbers are gobng along with
Trumg's damand that they pass
mothing, to keep Joe Biden
from Foming credic. If migra-
tion is an “invasion,” what sense
does it make co puc off dealing
with it fmr a :,u,-.:r!

Whether or not Gov, Greg
Abboer seeks to foment a civil
war in his belligerence towand
federal officials, secieeal Ems—
mentztion is a likdier outcame
than secarity. When an anti-
immigrane comvay arrived in
the boeder area lase week, Tex-
25 Larines felr 2 rasger was an
theeir backs,

lsses morwvaddays are often
framed in the most extreme
amd  inflammatory  torms.
mrﬂ is rh! :\'id:m d’*ﬂ ImFl"d.ﬂl’ MEnace 'I'Jur
the Eanmg:(s:am ahow * Alas, it mcmsﬂurutfmg
&5 your have 2 narracive o fic your prejodice, evidence
s superfiucns. When your nightmare vision gees mare
clicks than realivy, you embrace the fiction,

MAGA cultists are
blinded by their
refusal to distinguish
between justice
and score-settling.
Trump’s political
opponent may
be Biden, but his
personal nemesis

is a jury.

Another e.'umpte af dum]:ing intalerance in the
guise of social standards is the suspension of Texas high
school studene Darryl Geonge for his matoral African
hatrseyle a8 a dresscode vidation. Barbers Hill Indepen-
dent School Districe Superintendent Die Grl:E_ Poole
wrote in @ Houson Chmonicle ad, 'Ih:ins American
requires conformity.” This despice che smtes passage
Last year of the CROWN Ac thihin'ng race-hased
hair discriminarion.

One af the law's co-suthors, State Rep. Ron Reyn-
olds, sadd, “The message
they're sending . b5, "You
cither conform to our En-
rapean stansands of what a
Euﬂ:m: Sl'lﬂIJH lDDkJ&E il:ld
dress like and acr like, or else
you're going o face the same
CONSEUENCER 25 Dlrrlg.l."

As a gay child T knew my
mature at an carly age, b
conformed as bese T could w
survive, | found my n:n:ngrh
and endured the years of se-
crecy; buz isolation is espe-
cially hard on a child. How
can a sociery thrive when
it aggressively smothers s
marry of bes people?

If you expedt your own
children to be treated like
human beings, you should
not soouse brown families crossing our border DFPD\:'-
sening our bood and L] dmwn them with razor
wire,

I yos are sexlons abour public heslch in a pandemic,
your should noc avabl yourself of vaccines whik: spread-

Eng conspiracy theoris againse theam.

I you care abour the economy, you should not prefes
a ran wha presided over the greatest job loss since the
Great Diepression to ane whe presided over the greatest
job areation,

1f your take an oath to defend the Constitution, as 1
did when 1 began my federal employment. you should
honore ic, nor P]:g'mnm:i:pmro weasel our of it I
o refuse, do not sr:,-le :.lr.une-!"s patrior,

1 vou ever plan to be serioes abour subpoenas, you
shonld nor cheery plck which onss o respee and
which o ignore,

I yomt are coneerned about erime, you should have
asingle sandard that applics as much o a presidential
mpis ard inmurrectionis as to 2 commion drizen whe
commirs carjackings.

MAGA culrises are blinded by their refusal vo disrin-
Eulsh hetween justics and mm—lﬂdms.Trmp'sP.cﬂm.
2l opponcns may be Biden, bur hds personal nemecsls is
ajury.

Thiz years election should not be & dose call. Our
hiﬁhﬂt vahues are ﬂ:amlcd it holbew mockery when
acommander-in-chicfcalls flen service members Jos-
ers” and “suckers” for giving what Lincoln called *the
Lasr full measire nfdmim."l'!ttmp di.u[ua]iﬁed him-
self with char desecragion, reslrd.'lns of his #1 I'dnn}'
Conlnes,

Thise of us who sl uphold American valaes must
use pur voding franchise o demonstrate chat, despite
the distraction of dsinformation on social media,
we can still distinguish between a good person and 2
Emmdrﬂ

Richard || Rosemdall fs a woiter and activist af mrosen-
callBme.comm,

Capyright © 2024 by Richard || Roendall All vights

rererivd,

Camrelr g
resws by Sl com

Aonaunoomens:
aTCnmeTon baywndows
pralcom

Avornsng:
Display Advertising
i P hnpa T W B OO

Clasibec) Adwetbarg
chiatais b T aekent o0

Ediioral Oesign Manager:
Jul Waba Paimes

Fira Print:

By V0w 5 1 CODYR ] Uit
Ay modes o o rrtaned hewn
iy ol b o] i b o )
witzad e wpees wren s o
Wi it Bty Witk il i ol
Brancial meporelely by hpogmphacal
enos in averismests, Cusions ar
COTRARE TgaTing s e N
s i wiang bn Fa iy daparimen
il s chiy o ubicalion in order
o sty o bes s o e o,
Wi e 10 K L S
aneuplng o mjocting axharising copy Sy
Windoes: &8 no Feponsbie for deroges
e D Dpogmphical enors. waepd kor e
s pinerg ad el v hTogaph
£nl e coumd by o i gare s
Wirdiows: i paiblshed] ey Thimeay o
Ty, Vsl et (i sl
i g P bl v Py S
menbir, sl pior appeval, for 50 oem
wach by contacing 1 Bay Windzes
s s ofor.

Aiverdall Mada
Hakanal khariaing
Bepresantiive
Fi224z 58E

FOUNBING WESRLE

Mational '_
Gay Media
Aszsociation

e, g 't

W VERIFIED



Monroe
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Dharing my moning constinetional, [ inten-
Linna][}' Pmm] i ] Fhsg Spreer, where sociolo-
ghst W E, B Du Boix, the firse African Ameri-
can to recetve 3 Ph). from Harvasd University,
residded Froem 1590 to 1893 whik a doceoral
student: because of the university’s segregation
housing palicy prohibiting blacks in the dorms.
Since 1994, thanks to then Mayar Reeves '[th-:
frsc B2y and black mayor -Bf{.'ambrbdgc}, the
fesuse ks parr of the Cambridge African Ameri-
can Hericage Trail, and che Cambrdge Hisoori-
cal Commission placed a marker on the frone
vard oo comimemorate Do Bodss Lk

In wanting to download something to read
on my Kindle in I'J'rrmni:lﬁ. I happ:n-:d acToss
a rommangic novel by Da Bois dled "Thack Prin-
cess, A Romance Movel” | was in dishelief. In
learning mare abow che boak. Du Bods sid of
his hnd::f of wark, “Dark Princess, A Romance
Movel” was his favorioe, Because the book was
o sale on Amazon a3 a Kindle chook for $2.59,
| tleghl L1e] |:|rv.'|f. what did 1 have to los?
Huowever, the book piqued my interess. The
thought of D Bois having written a mmance
movel didn't At che image af the man 1 learned
bt in -:n]l:s,e.

Bom shree years after the American Civil
War in 1868 and died onc day befare the his-
il Mardh on Wishingron in August 1963,
D Bois is known as one of las century’s pre-
cminent scholass on African American life,
Known as Wiﬂ'ncbnﬁmi']y and friends, D Bais
spenz his formative years in che Berkshire com-
municy of Grear ]!au'ringwn. Mazachusemns,
approximarely a 2 172 howr drive from Boston,
I wonder if i mdurjng his time in Girear Bar-
ringren, with bess than chirmy African Amesican
Families, that the seed of his concept of “double
consciusnes” bEH,'-I.II o takoe root when he de-
picted his 1903 seminal and mmocthnographic
text the “Souls of Bladk Falks™

“Oine ever feels his ‘twoness’ — an American,
a Megra rwosoads, two rhnmshu. PO UNTECOY
ciled SEEWIngs: (W0 WAITng ideals in one dark
body, whose dogged screngrh alone keeps i
from being rorm asiendee”

“Drark Princess”™ was written & 1924 durdng
the Harlem Renaissance. This ewlbural and as-
tistic movement promoted the cueses, hopes,
direams, and gmius of black America rhmtuaﬁ
irs black inmellecreals, musicians, wricers, pe-
ers, and artises. *[Dack Princess” was Due Boisk
eHore o showease bladk love while ﬂ[.lm:mg
his concept of the “problem of the volor line™
at home and abroad and the need For solidaricy
across races. While the book shaws that Black
|mt;n\i. v must find time for joy, kv, and cel-
cheation as a mdical acx of [iberation.

The qu.g:mi;t, Marrhew Tawnes, an gspi;-.
ing obsterrcian sudent, is mold because he'’s
African Americam, heTl nor be permitted o
rrear whire patlenes, bringing the opportunley
tor compdete his soudies o a bale, Widh shar-

DARK
PRINCESS

b _ SN
By W.EB. DuBois

tered dreams, Towne is exiled to Bedin, where
he meets ICJul:it}u. a Souchcsst Asian prim;cu
whe's the dagheer of Maharaja of Brodfas,
While Kaumilya educares Townes abou the
racial stmgﬂn all _plnlph: af color condront
globally againse white sapremacy, a manance
blooms between them, and they marry.

African American life in the U% is Prim:.ri]:.'
d.cpin:md asa mgd: devaid of romantic bove,
2 radical mor nfliving liberariom, and growing
famdlies. Under the cyranny of coloniration,
slavery, Jim Crow, and simple everyday life,
how do we have time for omance? O a soficr
ractal spin on the subject, I've been cold that,
aza ].I:Up|r, WL AT 50 E!md on fn:l:,llmn [hi[
“'CIK not B'P]hl: D{I.'Dmiml: I.Q\T Ar_m. bfﬂ’
basded by the iconegraphy of negative images
and racial cropes on multimedia placforms as
:mcuh:insﬁmahg welfare mochers ax black
women and “super-predators, pimps, and rov-
img plalbeses a5 black maks the percepaion is
Bhukpculﬂc dan'e chgage in fomance- we have
Kx..i.lld wo Il'likﬂ IJI‘I.“’

D Bois concludes the novel with che birch
of Townes's son. signifying 2 movement toward
the lave of black families

In 2023, 35 & “Love kerrer ro Black Families!
an Addanca-based black couple was inspired by
WER, D Bolsh “The Browndess Book™ wich
their verston, Berween 1920- 1921, che boak
was a monthly magaeine, D Bois depiceed as
fiae *Children of che Sun ... designed for all chil-
dren; bat ::p:,:i:ﬂy for ours” Du Bois wanced
black children to hear positive stories and see
pasitive images of themselves while growing up
durmg r|'|¢jim Crow era,

Simitardy, the now Fushand and wife duo
Charly Palmer and Karsda L. Brown saw the
meed for an expanded wersion of the book po-
day. Az that time the two were working on “The
Mew Brownies' Book: & Love Letrer to Black
Families!" a romance was blossoming becween
Brewn and Palmer.

“'We want the book on the coffee table ofev-
ey Blick family across the country and aroune
the world. I's a love lerrer o Black families. We
want Black Gumnilics oo know they are boved ™
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KAUFFMAN

Law [ Mediation

Joyee Kauffman

RESIST TYRANNY — EMBRACE DIVERSITY
CELEBRATE OUR FAMILIES

Provicling Skilled and
Compassiondate Legal Services
arned Mediation fo the

LGBTE) Community

kauffmanlaw.net
4238 Washington St., Ste. 313
Roslindale, Massachuscus 02142
617.577.1505
jovee@kaulfmanlaw. net

Residential / Commercial

“When it comes to painting and carpentry,

we're the Angels you've been looking for.”

Cell: (781) 640-5590
Office: (508) 270-6841

Tim@angelspainting.net
www.angelspaintinginc.com
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billy masters
Camtinued from page !

COrne of the fiow countries I've not been o i Sweden — which
Is strange ghven my penchane for blands. Bur I'm going o have m
put ix on oy list for one impur;m: pexson — | want 1o B0 M-
Skt Wees, MeDanaldd’ as a very populas lecachon bn the Lindwallen
ski resorr, which is roughly 200 mibles from Soockbalm, We hear
that people finish off their rans by seopping by quice literally going
tor thie ski—thru window, Sign me up

I don't know whar |.=ugh|: my eye first. The headline, "Queer
l'.:nupk Found t:'u:lll::.' of Homific Murder of Gay l'.:mzple's Son”
o the photo of the unphotogenic assailancs. This couzy crime ook
place in San Francisco — sarprising those of you who think chese
rh|n|_¢ nl:ll:r hqwk:n im Flordda, Gersld Rewe and his partes,
Angel Anderson, who i trans, met up with 23ear-old George
Randall-Sablivar and had a sexinl encounter with him in the
Dionnelly Hotel — an establishment primasily populated with
low-income and homedess people. Amazingly, surveillance video
Erom the aparment capeured all of the gruesome detzils. After
the sex, the couple amacked Gearge with o machete — which |
don't believe YL can by wich faad mamps! Randall-Saldivar was
pLu.'r.-I in @ noose and rethered feom a ]'ulllq- h.mgln.g feamy the
catling — chink of Dabney Coleman in *% oo 57 1 wen'’t ger ingo
the rest of the details — which incleded plicrs, a plaric bag, some
Feneanyl. a suivcase, and a guitae

Yer another passenger died on the latess Atlanis cruise. Inicially
dierails were dim. All Adanris would say was thar there was a deash
and it was ‘unﬂ.]m.:ned and m:.ﬂ.upbrjnus". We now know char
pemsen was Jonashan Mindram from Chicago, His fasher called
Jenachan a “brillisne person as 3 professional consukant and
chinkss" anuﬁl sald,

If you're poe listening v Shannen Doberry's podcast “Lets
Be Clear”, you're really missing out, So Far, she’s charted with Ja-
son l"ric!dl:_!, her cancer docor {and Liz's b ) Lawrence Piro,
and “Chammed” co-star Holly Maric Combs — who chatced
abawe why Shannen got fired. They reveal thar Alyssa Milino
made formal complaines claiming thar Doherty creaed 2 “has-
cile wnrl:an'l- ervisonment”, hhis: .|J|=gcd|v e the nerwark
an ileimarum — “ir's her o s me”, En FES[HONISE, Milano ﬁ:‘m!!.'
stated, T did nor have the power o ger anyons fired” She sdded,
1t thie moss sad that a show that has meant so much toso may
people has been tarnished by & voxicity that i sill o this day,
almast a quarter of a centuery laer, sill happening, And ['m sad
thas people can’t move pass ic” Easy t say when you weren's the
one fired!

Gerting back to Shannen’s J'w-da'm.um: of her puests was pal
Chris Cortazze, realtor oo the stars, They spent cims ullung
shour Doberny’s fanceal — 35 one docs. Shan sald she wanas b
i be a party — and would like it o take place tn ber house
As to the guese lisg, she was preety clear “There's a lot of people
that I think would show up thae [ don't ware there. | don't want
themn there because their reasons for shﬂwinﬁ up arert neoessar-
ily the best ressons. Like, they don't really like me and, you know,
they have their reasans, and good for them. Bus chey dontacnally
re:J|,.- like me fmmgh oo s howy up ar my faneral. Rur r}|.:-,.I will, he-
cause s the polideally coerect thing to do and they don’t want m
lesok bad S0 1 kel wane vo ek che pressure off them and T want
my Feneral o be lfke a bove fest | don' want peopls to be arying
or prople to privately belike, "Thank God that bitch is dead now™

Which [eads us back o Alyssa Milano, Her latess sandal
seerns to be one ofher own making, Iz starced wich her 12-year-old
son's baskerhall team’s GolandMe Png_r_nh ich was raising money
t‘m’arnp o l'.:m'hpalimwn. MY Eciuga F‘mad mom, Alysa shared
the cxmpaign on Teirrer { o knsowmn as X0, bur 1 really hage oyp-
Ing than). “Any amoune woald be so grearly appreciared. You can
reacd more abowt the team and make a donation,” Well, }wpkgul.
angry. Ohne person woots, “Tmagine beng so ot of eouch that you
ask your follomers to contribute moncy to your child's eip when
you have a nec worth of 10 million dollars. Thar is gros=. Pay forit
your own damn self” | was tolly on Alysa’s side — wiy should
she pay for all these kids? Teach chem that they have to mise it
themnselves. Then | discovered char Alyssa scmally scarced che Go-
FundMe campalgn — under her marriad name Alysss Bugllag!

thar she did chis, ar
wasn't clever enmgh ro cover. heroracks? Have wukamrdnmhmg
from Lor l.nuylln and F;IHI}'I—MH‘m.’

Aweards season 18 not limioed vo Hollywood. Lase week, the Os-
cars of BAY pom ook _',Jruu: at Buesores Woeld in Li:'lr'l:_ly.'s Andl
shemld know — your beoved Billy Masters nas a judge. In face,
I've been a judge every year sinee the GayWNs began. And you
Eknowr whar thar means? All of my orysts are @x deduceble. Busi-
ness EIP.'I'ISE.!\-\!E‘[i:! Alas, | wasn't able oo a:uﬂdmpcrm Bacl
hear thas my pal Alec Mapa once again hosted with aplomb. Con-
grats o everyane wha won, who was nominaged, and even those
who just showed up?

1 seard thar the UK docuseries "Panorara” recently did an epi-
sle called “The Abererombic Guys: The Dark Side of Coal’, | st
down with my popoom, ready to watch, when all of a sudden |
zaid, “Thar's David!” Yes, on che screen asone Lfr]'-rprirn:l.'_rl::li—
ing hieads was Diavid Bradberry, who had a licany of stories oo cll,
Bur, full disclomure
of us on the Interner — ¥E§ T weas close-sh wich Divid 1hnn|:.' ak
rer the everts he talks shour in this doc, Man:r of vou pmb.l.bl:.-
remember Mm from “Below Dk Gertng back oo the dog, ir's
primarily about Mike Jeffries, foemer CEO of Abercrombic 8
Fitch and possildle wictim of some sort of palsy, Whae dhis cyelops-
esque guy seemed to want mane than anything was to look like an
ASF boy. Whar's che nexr bu.'rd'ﬁng? &lml:ndi.ngym:w”wl:ﬁ
ARF boys in various forms of undres. Say whart o will abaur Jef:
fries, he did cransform a :rrrlp' comipany into the “it” brand for a
decadie or so. Once his peccadilloes became pablic, he was pushed
our @nd the brand became moee diverss and spproachable —
che paoint char nobady slows down by an AF store amymone, lee
alone goes in, The other modd invterviewed i the lovdy Barreer
Pall — wha I don's completely beliewe o trest, Each of the guys
interviewed were clear chas while they fele they had.mdpcrfom'.
they were never forced o do anything, And chey were always
paie] for cheir “ervices™ — and all had some sort of background
o payment for cex on same level, To che besc nl"my l:nnu.f:dgr.
none of them ever ended up working for AKF r'm*nu]l_'_». Bt
sonte of ther did ger Bown oo pardes around dhe world, And
ol shaved. . bt that'’s anotber EROFY.

I the mick of dme, we have an “Ask Bilh™ question from Pa-
mick i Chicagor Tt hugpened with tiar revnion Madomma we
sugpased to have with | former badkup singers] Niki and Domna ?°

by, it's a sad, sad sacy. J'.\-rrg.'dl:irg I'm going oo say at this
paint should be pur under a huge “allegedly” umbeells, Whas 1
hear is char someone close te the ladies (allegedly, doser o Don-
na) reached o vo Madonna o say the gids would love ro goma
the Madison Squu:\.' Garden shiow on _hll-u;u_lr 2oth, w“hy that
shew | Becaase the dua, who perform as Miki 4 Donm, would
Pave just wrapped up cheir weekend gigs at The Green Room
42, just down the streee from MESG! We're told dhat Madonna
happily set up tix for her former colleagues in the frone row.
Fans were exdted thae there mighs be some onstage reunion,

I don't knowr whar dL-uppnims me more

because I'm. suze somecne will find photas

Haowever, nog anly was chere no remnion, rhere wis not even an
acknowledgement framthe srage, We hear the gals didn’t even
get invited vo the post—show parey, Whyt Well, after the dx
e the condert were arrnged, semeone allegedly showed Ma-
donna videos of the dun performing some of her songs..and,
Bet’s just say she was noc |1app1.'. S0, while there had been an idea
brewing of a reumion onstage oo judge the " Vogue® dance —off,
Madonnaz inseead invited up her ]uJ K,djly H.iiu. Ok, the ha
mangy !

When anvone is I':-ms anbbed for Kelly Ripa, we've definine-
ly come wo the end of yer anather cobamn, Whike the passing of
the legendary Chita Rivera is sad, 91 yoars is an awfally good
rum, And just a fow months ago, Rivera appeared on PBS to ccl-
chrate S0 vears of “Great Performances™, You can sec chis and s
much more on waw BillyhMasters.com, che site dhar ain't going
anywhere, If you have a question, =end it alung m BillyiBilly
Masters.com and | promise to ger back 1o you bebore Sven and 1
end my firse ski lesson with 3 Happy (Ending} Meal! Sa, ungl nexe
time, remember, one man's Alch s another man’s bible,

1k LR R TR R R R AT AR LR RER RN
Chita Rivera




Kessler

Comtinses from page |

|'rrn.1k|'ru:':i||g exsenvtial services, and .u]lruq::u.lns
r‘orpnlic:.- refarms,

His m'lwwa'y effoers were instrumental in the
expansion of Medicakl in Massachuserrs, provid-
i vigal support o HIV patienss ficing financial
hardship, Keslber spearheaded intiatives such as
the AIDS Walk (now Strides for Action), mo-
bi]iz:ing; resources for HIV-relazed services. His
svoccy LZ'IEIJIT!PQ.WEd ;wiﬂcﬁng: nFPn!kyob
jectives, im'lmiu:lgI ne::lringmrm.;scd Fllndml_l.im
HIY mscarch, mwearment, and prevention, cham-
prhondng noprdsscriminackon qu>~h:nx1 o aale-
gaard the dghes of individaals [ving widy HIV,
amal promoting acces o affordable healthaare
and medications. He abo tirdesly Lurn;uignod
for comprehensive sex education and the imgple-
menzation of harm reduction strasegies, leaw
ing an indelible murk on che fight againse HIV/
ALDS in Massschiserrs and beyond

Bom in Picesha rgh. Prnm}!unn in 1942
Kessler’s carly life saw him working a5 bath an
iranwodker and a sermdnasian, In his swenties, he
imnmersed himself i civil righes and anti-poverty
activism, founding and directing Project Ap-
P:J.I.n;l'jii in the lace 1960, and c,n-fnun.]i.ns and
Jirunms Pizmsbu rgh.': Thamas Merwon Center
in the eardy 19705, Iipnﬂ rdm.'ann.g oy Boson,
hve comeribured ro the expansion of the Walk for

Huereger inte Projoct Bread while working at the
l"du'l.ﬁ L‘!:III::L'

In the carly 1980s, while running his own busi-
ness, Copley Faiz, and serving on the Board of
Fernvay Commimnicy Health Center {mow Fen
WRY ][r;|[|'|:l. Kessler was inscromenial in che
formanon of a special commirres dedicared o
addressing the emengang HIV/ATDS criss This
committee cvolvad inte AIDS Acdon, an in-
depmdent pongrofie with Kessler at its helm as
Excautive Directar and inaugurmal seaff membes

.ﬂ.p:p-ainl:nl o the Marional Commission on
ALDS i 1988, Kessler concinoed hi:zd'mcacyu'n
a macional scake, responding vo che Bilures of the
gowernmeens response to the HIV epidemic. He
cransivioned o the mlc of 'Fr-.lm_‘lu\g Dircrar af
ATDS Action in 2002, rering in 2006, Follow-
inga meorger in 2013, AIDS Action rounieed with
F\:nwa}' HI.'J:IJL |.|.1 I'J'\f SR VCar, H‘S':."lcf wascn-
trusted with keading the Baston Living Cerver by
Victory Programs, providing vital nescuarces and
suppars to people living wich HIV. He retired for
the second rEme @n 2005

Ru,-Hn'rlng on chedr M|:|[I|:‘|ih|!‘|, Dana Els-
moae, Kessler's husband, vold the Boson Globe
IJIuI. F:l:\bl-:r'!- “.:Iltlugfll:l.llflm'\. Ill! k.il'“h'l‘lh |'||L
paticnoe. We bueh came o the concheion tha
there was no miszake that we cossed cach sther’s
P:.rh initially and we bach felt like we were each
adher'’s kindred spirit and soulmare.”

A gaehering vo celebrare Larry Kesdler’s life will
he announced
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Imagine YOUR LOGO on bazillions of
custom promotional products!

An A+ vendor that is gay owned, operated,
and certified by the NGLCC,

We support the LGBTOIA charities that you support!
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WiFi that keeps up with you
There's no pause in life. You're constantly evolving. And, with the
Xfinity 10G Network, you set the pace for making lasting connections.
Whether you're upgrading to a new spot or streaming the latest shows
and movies, the Xfinity 10G Network gives you a consistent and

reliable connection to do it all.

The Xfinity 10G Network. The future starts now.

QS 1-800-xfinity xfinity.com/106 () Visit a store today

xfinity 10s

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Actual speeds vary, NFA4OD4 27-0005 NED-LGEBTR+10G-V3




