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Backeto-school time can be daunt-

ing for any paren, as we leave our chil-
dren to the care of others and subject to
peer circles that we can't fully control.
LGBTQ parents may have particular
concerns, too, about how welcoming
and inclusive the administration, teach-
ers, coaches, and students will be to our
children, especially instates withschool-
related anti-LGBTQ laws. I'm not here
to tell you it will all be fine, because I
can’t make such guarantees, but T will
offer some advice based on seeing my
son through 12 years of public school
and into college.

Remember that much education
happens ac home. Perhaps not the aca-
demic subjects (althnugh some of us

see MOMBIAN, page 4

Back-to-School Tips for
LGBTQ Parents

by Dana Rudolph | drudolph@mombian.com

contributing writer

Photo by Taylor Heery, via Unsplash.

Learning to tell polite lies is part

of the socialization process foryoung
people. It is part of what keeps us all
from going at each other’s throats.

In her berween-song patter at a
concert years ago at the Kennedy
Center Terrace Theatre, Broadway
star Laura Benanti talked about her
beloved late uncle Robert Won-
neberger, who had been a popular
soloist in the Gay Men's Chorus of
Washington. One of the skills she
had learned from him, she said, was
how to praise people when you didn’t
really think they were very good.
This got appreciative laughter from
the audience.

Most people take these social nice-
ties for granted. America’s 45th presi-

Reassembling America’s

fragments
After a soclopath, let diversity be our feacher
by Richard J. Rosendall | rrosendall@starpower.net

contributing writer

dent, who would be our 47th, is not
one Of ti’\:m. HE ‘was pErSOna non
grata among the social elite in New
York because of his gracelessness and
craziness.

He cannot fake it. He is a socio-
pﬁd’l.

Mind you, some of us are better
at faking it than others. But most of
us dﬂ Pﬂssﬂbly WEH maost B{ [hE [fmt,
bﬂcﬂusﬂ we makz thﬂ CEDT(. I[ never
occurs to Trump to mﬁkﬁ SLICh an :f'
fort.

It is not simply that Trump is a
son nfwtal[h. [ hﬂVE gD[{En to I(nDW
many Wﬁﬂld'\y pEDplﬂ over t}\ﬁ y:ars,

and most of them Ppractice the nor-

see ROSENDALL, page 10

More than 100,000
visitors participated in A
the 45th annual week-
long Provincetown Car- .
nival week celebration
that ran August 12-19.
The 2023 theme was
Land of Toys.

PHOTO BY
LAURA MOSKOWITZ

SEE MORE PHOTOS =7
ON PAGE 7

Carnival Week in Provincetown

Couple allege discrimination
by DCF over LGBTQ views

By Bay Windows Staff

Massachusetrs couple Michael and
Catherine “Kitty” Burke filed a com-
plaintin early August against the De-
partment of Children and Familics
(DCF) and other officials after their
application to become foster parents
was denied over their stance on LG-
BTQ children.

Accnrdingto the complain[, in Jan-

uary 2022 the Burke’sbegan the appli-
cation process with DCE They were
screened to assess the couple’s views
on raising LGBTQ children,

The complaint contained a social
worker’s report which said the Burkes
were asked how they would feel if a
child in their care identified as LG-
BTQ or struggled with gender iden-
tity. According to the reporr, Kitry
Burke responded by saying “let’s take

the T out of it” and called gender-
aﬂirming care “chemical castration,”
She also said, “I'm going to love you
the same,” but that the child “would
need to live a chaste life”

The social worker’s report also indi-
cated that the Burkes expressed hesita-
tion around using a person’s preferred
pronouns.

sec DISCRIMINATION, page 10

Courtesy Adam Gaffin
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On Thursday, Aug. 17, The
Boston Licensing Board today ap-
proved the sale of the Pour Houses
liquor license to Dani’s Queer Bar,

Boston’s first new queer bar in a
long time approved in the Back Bay

909 Boylston St. in Boston’s Back
Bay.

Manager Thais Rocha hopes to
open a full-service restaurant and
bar aimed at “LGBTQ+ women
and non-binary people” later this
summer or carly this fall, in the old

Pour House location, using the li-
cense being acquired from landlord
Charles Talanian.

The Pour House closed, like
its ncighbnring bars, in the ear-
ly months of the pandemic in
2020.

“I went to an English boarding school,
dear. Trust me — you’re in good hands.”

— The Prince’s response to his inexperienced Yank in “Red, White and Royal Blue”.

more in Billy Masters on page 6!
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ANDOVER

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Massachusetts

JOB FAIR / OPEN HOUSE

COME JOIN US! OPPORTUNITIES INCLUDE

Wednesday, September 6, 2023 Instructional Assistants
Substitute Teachers

11:00 AM - 2:00 PM Food Service Workers

Crossing Guards

30 Whittier Court .Monitors '
Second Floor Substitute Custodians

School Committee Room - &

Andover, MA 01810 Bus Drivers *Van Pool

representatives will be present™*

Andover Public Schools (APS) seeks candidates who embody our ethos, which
includes valuing the identities of all students, high expectations for all students,
teaching excellence, collaboration, innovation, respect, and responsibility.

APS is committed to hiring and supporting a racially and ethnically diverse faculty
and staff. Racially and ethnically diverse teachers produce a myriad of positive
outcomes for all students, especially the most historically marginalized students.

TO VIEW CURRENT OPPORTUNITIES VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
https://www.apsl.net/401/Employment-Opportunities




Back To School I'm
HERE Badge Easily
Identifies Safe and
Supportive Educators

Submitted by NEA LGBTQ+ Caucus

The I'm HERE Safe Person/Safe Place Badge
is designtd for students to tasily recognize edu-
cators who are safe and afﬁrming individuals.
Educators who voluntarily wear the badge do so
to self-identify that they are safe and affirming
to LGBTQ+ youth and their allies. Students
often feel alone and isolated, especial]y in the
school sctting, According to the Human Rights
Campaign, 54% of LGBTQ+ youth are bartling
symptoms of depression, compared to 29% of
non-LGBTQ+ youth.

With the unprecedented rise in anti-LG-
BTQ+ laws, policies, hate speech, and systemic
discrimination, students need toknow who they
can speak to if they are being bullied, threatened,
or harassed or can get age-appropriate answers
from someone they trust. Further research con-
ducted by HRC finds that 31% of LGBTQ+
youth, 43% of transgender youth, and 40% of
questioning youth have been bullied at school,
compared to 16% of their non-LGBTQ+ peers.
Accordingto the Trevor Project, many students
lack access to afﬁrm'mg spaces, with only 55% of
LGBTQ+ youth reporting that their school is
LGBTQ+ affirming and only 37% saying thac
their home is LGBTQ#+ affirming. The I'm
Here badge is designsd to address this need in
our schools.

The I'm HERE Safe Person/Safe Place Badge
is an casy way for students to identify a trusted
adult who is there to listen to them, acknowl-
edge them, and support them when others
won't. The QR code located on the back of the
badge leads educators to an online roolkit that
houses resources from leading LGBTQ+ orga-
nizations. The QR code is intended for educa-
tors to easily find resources for their own educa-
tion on many LGBTQ + issues.
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Fhoto via www.nea-Igbtqc.org.

To join the more than 95,000 educators who
have self-identified as a safe person visit www.
nea-lgbtqe.org.

The NEA LGBTQ+ Caucus works to pro-
vide educators, education support profession-
als, and students with safe schools free of anti-
LGBTQ+ bias and intolerance, and to provide
sound education programs for all students.
The mission of the NEA-LGBTQ+ Caucus is
to eliminare institutional discrimination, ho-
mophobia, and transphobia, monitors and par-
ticipates in the development of NEA policies
and activities, pmvfding resources and fostcring
better communication among educators, stu-
dents, and communiries.

RICHARD SILVERMAN, M.D.

SCQLpSure

* DA~ cleaned laser reatment for won-c

25 minutes, 25% less fat! Y Dicomeon

* No Incisions

* No COMPRESSIONWEAR

COSMETIC AND

CERTIFIED BY THE

* “Treated patients daw up to 25 (at weduction with owr Beatment
Visit http://www.cynosure.com/product/sculpsure/

RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY
OFFICES IN NEWTON AND BOSTON
617-965-9500 * WWW.RICKSILVERMAN.COM

AMERICAN BOARD OF PLASTIC SURGERY
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KAUFFMAN

Law [ Mediation

Joyce Kauffman

RESIST TYRANNY - EMBRACE DIVERSITY
CELEBRATE OUR FAMILIES

Providing Skilled and
Compassionate Le‘gm’ Services
and Mediation to the
LGBTQ Commumity

kauffmanlaw.net
4238 Washington St., Ste. 313
Roslindale, Massachusetts 02142
617.577.1505

joyce@kauffmanlaw.net

ENRICH.
ENGAGE.
TOGETHER.

Goddard House oflers residenls enriching everyday experiences

aimed at prometing independence, inspiring curiosity

and encouraging connection with others. sage ey
-

* Spacious studio, one & two bedroom apartments
Concierge-style services & wellness offerings
EnrichedLIFE experiences & adventures
Olmsted Memory Support programs backed by research
and designed to treat the symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease
Award-winning brain healthy cuisine

Expansive dining, Atness, technology & cutdoor amenities
Onsite rehabilitacdon services

SAGECare Accreditation for LGBT Culeural Competency
Unique short-term and trfal stay opdon with “no minimum
stay” requirement! Stay as long or as short as you need.

o2l

GODDARD
HOU

145 Chestnut Street,
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Oppose Roman Catholic Diocese of Worcester Anti-LGBTQ+ Policies

By Love Your Labels,
YWCA Central Massachusetts,
and MassEquality

We, the undersigned organizations, institutional lead-
ers, elected officials, and concerned residents, swrongly
denounce the recent anti-LGBTQ+ policies enacted by
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Worcester. This po]icy,
which mandates the updating of student handbooks to
ban same-sex relationships and expression/behaviors
inconsistent with birth-assigned sex, is a regressive step
that has far-reaching consequences for the well-beingand
indusivf[y of over 9,000 students across 21 elemtn[ary
and secondary schools in Worcester County. This policy
not only contradicts the core principles of inclusivity and
acceptance, but also perpetuates harm to LGBTQ+ in-
dividuals, particularly youth, who deserve a safe and sup-
portive educational environment.

The policy’s coverage of gend:r identity and sexual
orientation, including the potential for expulsion for
actions deemed “confusing” or “scandalous,” perpetu-
ates a culture of intolerance and discriminacion. This is
compounded by Bishop McManus history of opposing
pro-LGBTQ+ and anti-racist initiatives in schools, such
as the revocation of the Nativity School’s Catholic status
in 2022,

As advocartes for rhclusfvity, Equali[y, and the welfare
of all our youth, we firmly reject these harmful policies.
We echo the sentiments of national and state-wide LG-
BTQ+ advocacy organizations and individuals, stressing
the necessity of acceptance, support, and affirmation for
LGBTQ+ students. Policies that margin:ﬂize, deny iden-
tities, and perpetuate harmful stereotypes run counter to
the values ijustic:, compassion, and respect that should
guide educational institutions.

Photo via change.org.

We firmly believe that faith and acceptance can coex-
ist. It is possible to hold religious beliefs while recogniz-
ing the humanity and rights of LGBTQ+ individuals.
The Catholic Church has a moral obligation to ensure
that its educational institutions provide nurturing en-
vironments where all students can thrive, regardless of
their sexual orientation, gender identity, or expression.

We urge the Roman Catholic Diocese of Worces-
ter to reconsider and revoke these polfcits, embracing
a stance that values and uplifts all young people in our
community. We call for a comprehensive review of the

existing policies informed by a dialogue with LGBTQ+

advocates, community members, and experts to create
a more inclusive and welcoming environment within
its educational institutions. Our shared goal should be
to create environments that nurture personal growth,
respect individual identity, and empower Duryauth to
flourish and learn.

We collectively demand accountability from this in-
stitution that wields significant influence over the lives
and education ofou:you[h, and advocate for an inclusive
and compassionate approach that honors the dignity and
humanity of each individual.

Visit the petition at www.change.org

Mombian

Cam‘iim.mf from pagel

parents can contribute here, too), but definitely the core
lessons about values and ethics. If we can convey our val-
ues through our own words and actions, we can give our
children tools to assess and interpret whar they are taught
elsewhere, even if that differs.

We can also make our homes inclusive even if our
schools are not, buying or bnm)wing LGBTQ-inclusive
kids' books and ones with protagonists of identities that
we both do and do nor share. Yes, I believe schools should
offer these materials, too, so that all students can havea full
view of themselves and their world, but when they don’t,
we can still do so at home.

Be visible if you safely can, but listen to your kids. LG-
BTQ parents are often advised to meet with our kids
teachers and/or school administrators before the start of
the year to answer any questions they may have and make
sure they will be inclusive of our families. That can be help-
tul, especially when kids are young and/or starting at a
new school—bur it’s also not right for every family at ev-
ery dme. Sometimes we may feelic u.nduly stresses our dif-
ferences; we may pmfer a quieter vtsibﬂity, such as simply
showing up for Parent’s Night and introducing ourselves
as our kids’ parents. And as our children grow older, they
may prefer to come out about their family in their own
time and way. We should always be gu‘[d:d by what our
children are axpertcmi.ng and fec]ing, though, no matter
which path we choose—which means encouraging open
communication and letting them know we are always

there for them.

Be active in the school community. Kids often benefit
from parental involvement in their schools—and for LG-
BTQ parents, our presence can contribute to an important
visibility (though sce the dp above on listening to our chil-
dren hzr:). ‘We can join the PTA or other parent groups,
participate in our kids' classrooms as guest readers and the
like, or help chaperone field trips. Right now, too, when
anti-LGBTQ policies are being pushed forward in many
schouldistricts,pa:dcipa:ingi.r\ school boardmeetingﬁ can
be eritical.

Nevertheless, sometimes our work schedules or other
important obligations (like other children or an aging par-
ent) mean we cannot be as active as we'd like. We shouldn’t
feel guﬂty if we can't do evcrything—bu{ we should ask
ourselves if there are alternate ways of h:lpi.ng. Can't at-
tend a meeting? Make phone calls or send e-mails to en-
courage others to show up. Help another parent prepare
their remarks; share helpful resources online. And no mat-
ter whart, vote!

Pick your battles and plan your tactics. Chances are,
there are many ways our kids’ schools could be more inclu-
sive, starting with basic policies for safety and respect, to
updating school forms, stocking LGBTQ-inclusive books,
incorporating LGBTQ history and biographies in the
curricula, and starting a Gender and Sexualities Alliance
(GSA), among other things. If you feel moved to make
change, evaluate whar is likely going to have the biggest
impact on students’ lives and what is most likely ro acrually
happen in your location. These two things may not always
coincide, so ymfllhavt to prioritize; sometimes you'llw:mt
to start small, while other times you'll want to address a
critical immediate need, such as a piece of ant-LGBTQ
pulicy or legtslati{m. Consider, wo, what efforts may al-

ready be underway, and where you may find allies among
other parents and school personnel.

Know that help is available. One excellent new resource
is Safe Schools for All (safeschoolsforallorg), a project
from GLBTQ Legal Advocates & Defenders (GLAD),
GLSEN, the National Center for Lesbian Rjghts
(NCLR), and PFLAG, with informarion about student
rights and what to do if you experience bullying, harass-
ment, or discrimination. And the new Paren[ing with
Pride site (parentingwithprideflorida.org), from Equal-
ity Florida and a host of partner nrg:mizations, offers
tools, resources, and more to help parents and families
“create communities where every LGBTQ#+ child feels
safe, affirmed, and loved” While intended for families
in Florida, much of it is bmacﬂy applimblz and may be
uscful to those in other states as well. Talso list a range
of LGBTQ back-to-school resources at my own web-
site, mombian.com.

A purported concern for children has always driven
much anti-LGBTQ rhetoric, and schools and young
people are on the front lines right now. LGBTQ fami-
lies have long shown, though, that we can survive and
thrive despite the obstacles—and today, there are more
resources and more ways chommu.nicating with other
LGBTQ families and allies than ever before. [ have no
doubt we have a difficult road ahead, but I also firmly
believe we are up to the challenge.

Wishing your children and you a school year full of
happiness and lea:n'mg.

Dana Rudolph is the founder and publisher of Mombian
(mombian.com), a two-time GLAAD Media Award-win-
ning biog and resource directory, plus a searchable database
of 1300+ LGBTQ family books.
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BPDA INCOME-RESTRICTED RENTAL OPPORTUNITY

The Canterbury, 602 Canterbury Street, Roslindale, MA 02131

2 INCOME-RESTRICTED RENTAL UNITS

# of units # of bedrooms  Estimated Square Feet Rent Maximum Income Limit (% AMI)
2 2-Bedroom 1,102 $1,766 70%
Minimum Incomes Maximum Incomes
(set by owner + based on # of bedrooms + (set by BPDA + based on household size
Area Median Income (AMI)) + Area Median Income (AMI))
# of Minimum Income Household Maximum Income
bedrooms 70% AMI Size 70% AMI
1 $72,730
2 $83,160
3 93,520
2-Bedroom $52,980 >
4 $103,880
5 $112,210
6 $120,540

Minimum incomes do not apply to households receiving housing assistance such as Section 8, MRVP, or VASH.

Maximum Asset Limit

70% AMI

$75,000

Does not include retirement. Does include Real Estate.

For more information, please visit: www.TheCanterburyLottery.com or contact us via email at
TheCanterbury@MaloneyProperties.com or phone at (617) 639-3064 Ext 755 | US Relay 711.

Applications are available for 17 days, from Monday, August 14th, 2023 — Wednesday, August 30th, 2023.

To request an application online, visit: www.TheCanterburyLottery.com. To have a hard copy of the application mailed to your
mailing address, please call (617) 639-3064 Ext 755 | US Relay 711 or email TheCanterbury@MaloneyProperties.com

Applications are available in person on the following days, dates, and times in the following place(s)

Location
Thursday August 17th 3PM-7PM Boston Public Library - Roslindale Branch, 4246 Washington Street Boston, MA 02131
Saturday | August19th | 10AM-2PM Boston Public Library — Roslindale Branch, 246 Washington Street Boston, MA 02131
Thursday August 24th 3PM-7PM Boston Public Library - Roslindale Branch, 4246 Washington Street Boston, MA 02131
Saturday | August26th | 10 AM-2PM Boston Public Library - Roslindale Branch, 4246 Washington Street Boston, MA 02131

Fully completed + signed applications must be submitted online or postmarked no later than Wednesday, August 30th, 2023
Mailed to: Maloney Properties, Inc., 27 Mica Lane, ATTN: The Canterbury Lottery , Wellesley, MA 02481

- Selection by Lottery. Asset & Use Restrictions Apply.
« Preference for Boston Residents.
- Preference for Households with at least one person per bedroom.

For more information, free language assistance, or reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities, please call
(617) 639-3064 Ext 755 | US Relay 711 or email TheCanterbury@MaloneyProperties.com.

For more on BPDA program eligibility, please visit http://www.bostonplans.org/housing/faqs

&
Equal Housing Opportunity E
A

Fhrantilif
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billy masters

Continued ﬁom pagel

Picture it — your beloved Billy, lauded, admired,
some might even say venerated — incognito at the Jonas
Brothers at the Boston Garden (I don't care what they
call it now). Nick Jonas is ac the lip of the stage, walking
backwards, towards a gaping hole. 'm sure you've heard
of ordinary people who find themselves in extraordinary
circumstances. So imagine when [ — far from ordinary —
saw Nick Jonas inches away from plummeting to hisdeath.
Readers, [ can’t explain what came over me. But 1 suddenly
heard my voice bellowing, “LOOK OUT, NICK!” Ifyou
watch the video, you see him cock his head just a bit —
surely straining to heara voice coming down from on high.
Between my mouth and his cock — well, something magi-
cal happtned. I hate to say [ saved his life, but I chink the
facts speak for themselves.

Of course, there are other music stories in which I don't
figure so prominently. Like, for instance, we just learned
a shocking revelation about Beyoncé. A media outlet
snagged a photo of her luggage, which included a large box
labeled ‘"choncéToﬂ:t Seats”. Yes, %ﬂen Bee requires sit-
ting on a very particular throne — even on the road.

Britney Spears was photographed visiting Lance Bass
and his twins Violer and Alexander. She captioned ic, “T
am a new auntie for Lance’s babies!!! They are absolutely
gorgeous babies!!!". It depends on how you define the term
“new”...the kids are almost two! She may be a “new auntie”,
but she’s certainly not an attentive one. Although, she’s
had loads of reasons to be distracted. Brit just got married
last year. So, you know — newlyweds. And then there’s
the latest news — she’s getting a divorce. OK, who had 62
weeks in the pool?

Somecone named Tory Lanez has been sentenced to 10
years in prison after shooting Megan Thee Stallion in
the foot. It happened at the end of a party at Kris Jen-
ner’s house in 2020 — proving definitively that noth-
ing good happens at a party at Kris Jenner's house. Tory
claims shooting Megan was an accident. Should anyone
want to make a film about this incident, I have the per-
fect title: © They Shoot Horses, Don’t Tlmy »”

It’s oft said there’s no such thfng as bad press, buc
Lizzo probably begs to differ. After multiple backup
dancers filed suit against her for sexual harassment with
a banana, another woman has come forward with a tale
of her own — Brooklyn Elizabeth Brown claims that
Lizzo slept with her boyfriend of 10 years! It happened
when Lizzo and Myke Wright were co-hosting “Won-
derland” on MTV back in 2018. T can’t imagine this is
that big a scandal. Doesn’t this happen all the time with
co—hosts? OK, maybe not on “The View”, but definitely
on “GMA3".

At long last, my impressions of “Red, White and Roy-
al Blue”. The Amazon Prime flick is based on the “New
York Times Best Selling” novel of the same name. Full
disclosure — Thave not read the book. But one colleague
described it as the Hallmark version of Paul Rudnick’s
“Playing the Palace” — which I enjoyed very much. Both
owe a debt of gra[itudt to “Political Animals” which
starred Sebastian Stan as the gay son of a US President
(also produced by Greg Berlanti). The writing of chis
film is short on subtlery. Calling the Prince of England
“Your royal hardness” or “Little Lord Fuckleroy” might
scem cute on paper, but is cringeworthy when spoken
aloud. It was directed by Matthew Lopez, who wrote the
award—winning play “The Inheritance” — and if that isnt
adownward career trajectory, I don't know what is! While
there are the occasional good moments in his work, all of
asudden you get a shot of the Washington Monument or
the Eiffel Tower after the sex scene — oooh, how clever! In
an interview, Matry made a point of saying how vital it was
to get a shot of the prince’s face during the “moment of in-
sertion” — yes, that’s the term he used. [ ber you won't find

something like that in a Candace Cameron Bure flick!

Idon’t think it’s too early to announce the winner of the
Worst Accent in a Made—for—TV Movie will be Uma
Thurman as the Texas—born US President. My God, it’s
like a bus and truck tour of “The Ann Richards Story”!
That said, her character handles her son’s coming—out
beautifully, if not believably. You see, believability has
nothing to do with movies in the Hallmark/Lifetime vein.
‘They are all hampered with a formula and a deliberate style
ofactir\g, which [ re:dly abhor. This film is not hdp:d by
a soundtrack straight out of the Bugs Bunny/Road Run-
ner cartoons! And speaking of animals, has a dog ever ap-
peared less excited when its master came home from an
overseas trip? The Prince’s pup did :vtry[hing but yawn
— which [ assume will be in the outtakes!

Aside from the egreginus Uma, the acting is acc:ptab]e.
Taylor Zakhar Perez, who plays Umds son, is delight-
fully delicious and is quite believable..when he’s not mug-
ging (mostly limited to the first 10 minutes). Nicholas
Galitzine as the Prince is somewhat blander, but likable
enough. They have chemistry and varying degrees of at-
tractiveness in their corner. If the idea of a fairytale ending
has not been beaten out of you by reality, then you might
really enjoy this flick. But I kept thinking how much more
interesting it would have been if the President had been
a Republican. Anyhoo, like Mary Todd Lincoln said long
before me — all in all, it was entertaining.

If “Red, White and Roya] Blue™ whet your appetite
for more middli.ng gay made—for—TV fare, you won’t
have to wait long. The Hallmark Channel has announced
“Notes for Autumn” will air on September 16th. This film
is about a classical pianist (Ashley Williams) who needs
a break from her city life. Her gay best friend is an au-
thor with writer’s block (Luke Macfarlane) who needs a
break from his life in the wilderness. They decide to swap
homes...and hilarity ensues, I'm sure. Luke becomes entan-
gled with his new neighbor, played by the dashing Peter
Porte. I dunno anything else, except [ feel safe in predfct—
ing we won't seea singl: “moment of insertion”,

Staying on topic, our “Ask Billy” question comes from
Gary in West Hollywood: "I think I saw the journalist from
‘Red, White and Royal Blue’in “The Inheritance’in LA. Am
I right? He's so sexy.”

Thank you! I knew I knew him from somewhere. I
saw that production of “The Inheritance” at the Geffen
Playhouse in Brentwood, since it starred my pals Bill
Brud‘ltmp and Tuc Watkins. Juan Castano p[aytd Tuby,
one of the lead roles, and was really great. As 1 previously
mentioned, “The Inheritance” was written by Matthew
Lépez, who directed “Red, White and Royal Blue” — so
there’s your connection. Since Gary made me do some re-
search, Juan also played Zacllary %inm's husband in “I
Am Michael”, and was in the reboot of “Tales of the City”
for Netflix — in which he donned some sexy leather gear.
Since Juan has played lots of gay roles, you're probably
wondering it he is. “I would say that for the majority of my
life I idencified as s[raigh[,” he tolda reporter. “ButasI got
older I think my sexual preference has gotten more Auid.
1 am, as my friends say, on the spectrum.” In other words,
he’s left his options open — and heaven knows what else!
Having seen him in the flesh, I can confirm that he looks
even better out of his clothes, as you can sce on BillyMas-
ters.com.

When we're inheritfng a hot Latino, we've definitely
come to the end of another column. If you're interested
in sccing Taylor Zakhar Perez’s abs and ass, you mighe
wanna check out www.BillyMasters.com — the site that
always turns the other cheek. As for your questions, send
them along to Billy@BillyM asters.com and I'll ger back to
you before my next moment of insertion. So, until next
time, remember, one man’s filth is another man’s bible.
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California store owner fatally shot
in dispute over Pride flag; officers
kill gunman

CEDAR GLEN, Calif. (AP) —A California
business owner was shot and killed after a dis-
pute over a LGBTQ Pride Aagdisplayed outside
her store, according to authorities.

San Bernardino County Sherift s ofhicials said
Laura Ann Carleton, 66, was prcmounced dead
at the scene of the shooting Friday night.

Sherift’s officials said that during the initial
altercarion at Carleton' s clothing store, the sus-
pect “made several disparaging remarks about a
rainbow flag that stood outside the store before
shooting Carleton.” He then fled the scene.

Dﬁputiﬁs were abIC to IDTA(: [;lc armcé sus-
pect and he was fatally shot after a confronta-
tion with the officers. The man had not been
identified as of Sunday.

Carleton, who pr:f:rred to be called “Lauri
is survived by her husband and nine children in
a blended family. She owned and operated the
Mag.Pi clothing store in Cedar Glen. The un-
incorporated community in the San Bernadino
Mountains is roughly 60 miles (96 kilometers)
cast of downtown Los Angeles.

An LGBTQ group in nearby Lake Arrow-
head said Carleron didn't identify as a member
of the LGBTQ+ community, but spent time
hcfping and advoca[ing for everyone and was
defending her Pride flags placed in front of her
shop on the night of the shooting.

Law enforcement agencies in several states
have investigated the destruction of rainbow
Pride ﬂags as potential hate crimes in recent
years.

_Luége blocks Georgia ban on
ormone replacement therapy for
transgender minors

By Sudhin Thanawala
Associated Press

ATLANTA (AP) —A federal judge has
blocked the state of Georgia from enforcing
partof a new law that bans doctors from starting
hDrmDnC (herapy ﬂ)r ffﬂnsgﬂ“dﬂf ?Eopiﬂ m‘ldﬂr
the age of 18,

In aruling issued Sunday, US. District Court
Judge Sarah Geraghty granted a preliminary in-
junction soug}u by several transgender children,
parents and a community organization in alaw-
suit chaﬁcnging the ban.

“The imminent risks of irreparable harm to
Plaintifts Howing from the ban —including
risks of depression, anxiery, disordered ejting,
self-harm, and suicidal ideation —outweigh any
harm the State will experience from the injunc-
tion,” the judge wrote.

An email to a spokeswoman for the state at-
torney general's office was not immediately re-
turned. Geraghty said her ruling will block en-
forcement of the ban on hormone replacement
therapy until a further court order or a trial.

The Georgia law, Senate Bill 140, allows doc-
tors to prescribe puberty—blocking medications,
and it allows minors who are already receiving
hormone therapy to continue.

Bur it bans any new patients under 18 from
Smrting thmDﬂC [i’\crapy. It als[l bﬂns most gen—

dﬂf'ﬂmﬂ“ing Slﬂgﬂriﬂs fDr (fﬂnsgﬂ“dﬂr pEDplE
under 18. It took effect on July 1.

Geraghty's ruling was an “incredible victory
for Georgia families,” attorneys for the plain-
tiffs said in a statement. The American Civil
Liberties Union of Georgia, the Southern Pov-
erty Law Center, the Human Rights Campaign
Foundation and the law firm O'Melveny & My-
ers are representing the plaintiffs.

“This law unapologetically rargets transgen-
der minors and denies them essential health
Carﬁ,” d’lﬁy Said. “T}IC ruhng restores pﬂfﬁnfsy
rights to make medical decisions that are in their
child'’s best interest, including hormone therapy
for their transgender children when needed for
them to thrive and be healthy”

At least 22 states have now enacted laws re-
stricting or banning gender-affirming medical
care for transgender minors, and most of those
states face lawsuits. A federal judge struck down
Arkansas’ ban as unconstitutional, and federal
judges have temporarily blocked bans in Ala-
bama and Indiana as well.

‘The plaintiffs in the Georgia lawsuit did not
ask to immedia(eiy block the surgery ban, which
remains in effect.

Doctors typically guide kids toward therapy
or voice coaching long before medical interven-
tion.

At that point, puberty blockers and other
hDrmOnC treatments are Fﬂr more common f}]ﬂﬂ
surgery. They have been available in the US. for
more than a decade and are standard treatments
backed by major doctors’ organizations includ-
ing the American Medical Association,

Du.ring two days of hcarings carlier this
month, Geraghty heard conflicting testimony
about the safety and bencfits of hormone ther-
apy to treat adolescents with gender dysphoria
—the distress felt when people’s gender expres-
sion does not match their gend:r identity.

Experts for the families said the benefits of
gender-affirming care for adolescents are well-
established and profound. State government
experts raised concerns about the risks of hor-
mone treatment and the quality of studies estab-
lishing its effectiveness.

In her ruling, Geraghty said witnesses for
state health officials set a veryhigh bar for evi-
dence of hormone therapy's benefit and a low
bar for evidence of its risks. She noted that
experts agreed that prolonged use of puberty
bi‘)ckers ‘was harmfu—i toa pETSDn‘S hﬂﬁld\ and
inadvisable.

For the tramgendcr children in the suit, “time
is of the essence,” she wrote, and SB 140 could
cause them to suffer heightened gender dyspho-
ria and unwanted and irreversible puberry.

Associated Press legal affairs writer Denise
Lavoie in Richmond, Va. contributed to this
report.

Veto overridden: Ban on gender-
affirming care for minors takes
effect in North Carolina

By Hannah Schoenbaum
Associated Press/| Report for/f merica

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) —Transgender youch
in North Carolina lost access Wednesday to
gender-affirming medical treatments after the
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Republican-led General Assembly overrode the
govemm"i vetoes of that legfslation and other
bills touching on gender in sports and LG-
BTQ+ instruction in the classroom.

GOP supermajorities in the House and
Senate enacted —over Democratic Gov. Roy
Cooper’s opposition —a bill barring medical
pmf:ssiona[s from pmviding hormone th:rapy,
puberty-blocking drugs and surgical gender-
transition procedures to anyone under 18, with
limited exceptions.

The law takes effect immediately. But minors
who had begun treatment before Aug. 1 may
continue receiving that care if their doctors
deem it medically necessary and their parencs
consent.

North Carolina becomes the 22nd state to
enact legislatinn restricting or banntng gﬁnderv
affirming medical care for transgender minors.
But most face legal challenges, and local LG-
BTQ+ rights advocates vow to take the ban to
court. The Senate voted 27-18 to complete the
veto override after the House voted 74- 45 ear-
lier. Two House Democrats joined all present
Republicans in supporting the override bid.

Democratic Sen. Lisa Grafstein, North Caro-
lina’s only out LGBTQ+ state senator, said the
gender-affirming care bill “may be the most
heartbreaking bill in a truly heartbreaking ses-
sion.”

Rﬁpublimn Sen. Joyce Krawiec, the bill's
primary sponsor, argued the state has a respon-
sibility to protect children from receiving po-
tentially irreversible procedures before they are
old Enough to make their own informed medi-
cal decisions.

Gender—afﬁrmfng care is considered safe and
medically necessary by the American Academy
of Pediatrics, the American Medical Association
and the Endocrine Society. While trans minors
very rar:ly receive surgical interventions, they
are commonly prescribed drugs to delay puber-
ty and sometimes begin taking hormones before
reaching adulthood.

Some LGBTQ+ rights advocates in the Sen-
ate gallery began yelling after Republican Lt
Gov. Mark Robinson, who was presiding, cut
off Grafstein to let another lawmaker speak.
Several people were then escorted out by capitol
police.

Earlier, the Senate and House voted minutes
apart to override another veto of a bill limiting
LGBTQ+ instruction in the early grades. The
law now requires that public school teachers
in most circumstances alert parents before they
call a student by a different name or pronoun. It
also bans instruction abourt gender identity and
sexuality in K-4 classrooms, which critics have
prtviously likened to a Florida law opponents
call “Don’t Say Gay.”

Nathaniel Dibble, 19, and other LGBTQ+
youth who rallied outside the Legislative Build-
ing, said the bill would make schools unsafe for
transgender students who could be outed by a
teacher to unsupportive parents.

But bill sponsor Sen. Amy Galey, an Ala-

mance County Republican, said parents have
a right to know details about their children's
education, “Parents need to be brought into
the conversation from the very beginning, not
treated with suspicion or as the source of that
anguish,” she said.

Both chambers also voted Wednesday to
override Cooper’s veto of another bill banning
transgender girls from playing on girls’ sports
teams from middle and high school through
collegt. It, too, immedia[ely became law.

A day of divisive deliberations saw anger and
emotion boil over at times.

Democratic Rep. John Autry of Mecklen-
burg County, who has a transgender grandchild,
choked up while debating the gtndtr—aﬂirming
care bill on the House floor. “Just stop it,” he
begged his Republican cmll:agues before they
voted.

Cooper blasted the Republican-controlled
chambers for what he called "Wmng priorfties”
even before lawmakers were done voting.

“The legislature finally comes back to pass
legislation that discriminates,” he said, his state-
ment warning of repercussions for Norch Caro-
lina families and students.

Parents of trans and nonb‘mary children, like
Elizabeth Waugh of Orange County, said before
the voting that they have been weighing wheth-
er to move their families our of North Carolina
so their children will have unrestricted access to
gender-affirming health care.

‘Waugh's nonbinary child did not begin re-
ceiving treatment before Aug. 1 and would need
to travel elsewhere if [h:y want to start [akir\g
hormones.

“T have feltlike I had a lump in my throat for
months," " she said. “Just talking to other fami-
lies who are dealing with this, I mean, the pain
thar they are fet]ing, the suﬁtring, the fear for
their children —it's d:vastating."

The House kicked off the day ' s rush of votes
with the athletics bill, and the Senate complet-
ed that override soon after.

A former Olympic swimmer, Rep. Marcia
Morey, spnke about the possible emotional im-
pact of the law on young athletes.

“This bill affects 10-, 11-, 12-year-olds who
are just s[ar[tng to learn abour athletics, about
competition, about (spDr:tsr‘n:u‘nsl'\i}:r,M said Mo-
rey, a Durham County Democrat. “To some
of these kids, it could be cheir lifeline o self-
confidence.”

She and other critics said limits on transgen-
der participation are discriminatory and will
unfairly exclude a small number of students.

But recent high school graduate Payton
McNabb, of Murphy, said she's living proof
that the law is needed to protect the safery and
well-being of female athletes.

“The veto of this bill was not only a veto on
women'’s rights, but a slap in the face to every
female in the state” said McNabb, who says she
suffered a concussion and neck injury last year
after a transgcnder athlete hit her in the head
with a volleyball during a school match.
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Rosendall

Continned ﬁum page 1

mal social graces. Trump, however, thinks rules,
laws, and the Constitution don't apply to him.
His attitude was never a surprise given his no-
torious habit ofrefusing o pay contractors and
Ic:wing restaurants without paying his bill.

Tru.mp is all about himself, and feels entitled
to have others cater to him. His rabble rewards
him for this. The foreign leaders he admires are
all dicrators. During his first pr:qiden[ial term,
he attacked the diplomatic corps and NATO.
He sought to undermine our civil service, and
to use DOYJ as his private crew of mob lawyers.
He has made it clear that his demolition would
resume on day one of a second term.

Hillary Clinton warned us in 2016 of the
threat Trump posed. She won the popular vote,
but could not overcome the Republican advan-

tage in the Electoral College. The question is,
can any unifying figure emerge in an era of dis-
information?

Speaking of which, it is tempting to revel in
fabulist Rudy Giuliani being indicted on rack-
eteering charges after leading RICO prosecu-
tions early in his own career. We do well to note,
however, that the jaﬂed mobsters laughingal his
plight are also fans of Trump.

Chris Christie, whose chances chlaiming the
Republican nomination are virtually nil, speaks
of wanting a government that does big things
again. Set aside Republicans” old mantra about
small government and low taxes, which contra-
dicts him. Christic's partisan ambitions prevent
him from respecting the big things done by Pres-
ident Biden and congressional Democrats in the
previous Cﬂngress including on infrastrucrure,
climate change, and dccreasing insulin costs.
Small thing: are the likelier harvest of today’s
scorched-earth politics.

At this point, it hardly matters who the Re-
publican nominee will be. The GOP’s culture-
war toxicity will only be defeated by consum-
tngitselﬂ

Unresponsive government is aided and abet-
ted by those on the left for whom anything
short of their idea of perfection merits con-
tempr, thus justifying third—par[y candidates
who only help—and often are funded by—the
GOP. The greatest form of voter suppression is
apathy that causes people to sit out the fight for
our future.

Here in Arraignmmt Summer, thtngs re-
main up in the air. The GOP could crash and
burn. On the other hand, liberals and progres-
sives could open a path to Republican victory
by their usual internecine sniping.

The accountability represented by Trump's in-
dictment on 91 counts across four cases is salu-
tary but insufficient. We must work to build, or

rebuild, a public square with space to cooperate

across our differences. But how do we do that?

Sooner or later, Donald and Rudy and Hill-
ary and Joe will recede into the past. Americas
future depends less on personalities or programs
than on our willingness to see one another as
more than enemies to be literally or virtually
zapped.

Ultima[:ly, we cannot get around our diver-
sity as a people. I\{onopolizfngpow&r by demon-
izing and di:enfranchtsing those who are differ-
ent from us is a dead end. To privilege political
bomb-throwing risks turning the Bill of Rights
into a suicide pact.

We need to mine our struggles for stories that
connect rather than poison us. Even the shivers
from a cautionary tale are better than touring
the ruins of a republic.

Richard ] Rosendall is a writer and activist at
rrosendall@me.com.

Copyright © 2023 by Richard J. Rosendall. All

rights reserved.

Discrimination

Continued from page |

The social worker granted an “approval with
conditions, specifically around rcliginn and LG-
BTQIA++ related issues,” bur, according to the

cnmpluint, their applt:atinn was later denied by
the department’s Licensing Review Team.

The Burkes are represented by Becketr Law, a
nonprofit legal group focused on religious liberty
characterized. Becket Law is characterized by the
Southern Poverty Law Center as a “hardline re-

ligious-right groups” working to reverse LGBTQ

rights.

According to a statement from the firm re-
leased to NBC News, “The Burkes were devastat-
ed tolearn that they were denied a license to foster
or adopt any child in the Massachusetts child wel-
fare system. They're asktng the court to get rid of
that discriminatory denial so that they will not be

barred from fnstertngor adnpting children in the
furure, in Massachuserrs or elsewhere,”

The case highlights the targeting of transgen-
der youth and LGBTQ rights, with different
perspectives emerging, LGBTQ youth in foster
care face ;tgntﬁcant risks, irncludtng high rates of

suicide attempts.
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