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ManRay Returns

By Billy Masters

Back in the 80s, members of the
Boston-area gay community (we
didn’t have any letters or symbols)
had quite a selection of nighdife
choices. And I'm not talking about
the occasional one-night-a-week gay
nights. I'm ralking about a dozen

7—nigh(—a—w:ck gay dance clubs with-
in walking distance. One of the most
notable was Cambridge’s legendary
ManRay. The Brookline Street venue
actually housed two distincrive clubs
under one roof. I came of age in Cam-

pus — which catered to the chl:gE

see MANRAY, page 5

Boston Gay Men’s Chorus Showcases
Music’s Power to Surmount
Homophobia in New Documentary

Music Triumphs
Homophobia’ available now
on Amazon Prime Video

Submitted by BGMC

Boston Gay Mens Chorus
(BGMC) is proud to announce the
release of a new documentary film,
“Music Triumphs Homophobia.” The
film chronicles the impact of BGMC's
mission-driven music on audiences
and BGMC members alike as they
perform for audiences in New Eng-
land and around the world. Written
and directed by filmmakers Michael
Willer and Craig Cnogan, BGMC'’s
former executive director, “Music Tri-
umphs Homophobia™ is available on

Amazon Prime Video.

As states across the US. move to
ban LGBTQ-themed books, class-
room discussions of LGBTQ issues,
and access to affirming healch care for
transg:nd:r yauxh, “Music Triumphs
Homophobia” is a timely demonstra-
tion of music’s power as both a heal-
ing balm and an effective tool in the
fight against persistent anti-LGBTQ
hatred and violence.

“With right—wing rciigiaus and po-
livical forces working to roll back LG-
BTQ rights here and abroad, ‘Music
Triumphs Homophobia, is a much-
needed reminder that the LGBTQ
community is powcrfu:[, resilient, and
has allies willing to stand and fight for
dignity and equality, said BGMC
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Executive Director Sarah Shoffner.
“As Matthews Motsoeneng of South
Africa’s Mzansi Gay Choir says in the

see BGMG, page 3

LGBTQ Nation wrote a droll head-
line last weck: “George Santos denics
that he was a pageant queen named
Kitara Ravache” The denial revealed
political inexperience. Santos should
Cid\ﬂrhﬂvﬁ madﬂ no comment or SQJ'{L
“What happens in Rio stays in Rio."

So the congressman loves lying and
doing drag (yes, there’s video). Is he try-
ing to supplant Rudy Giuliani? He also
echoes the discredited claim that gay
parents are harmful to children. Old
smears die hard.

On the presidential front, commen-
tator Bakari Sellers tweeted regard-
ing the leading GOP alternatives, “If

The GOP’s dark comedy

Let’s not die laughing at the radical right

byRichard ]. Rosendall | rrosendall@starpower.net
contributing writer

Trump is Pepsi, DeSands is Crysta{
Pepsi.” May [ humbly suggest that these
queens get beteer drag names?

A scarier headline grabber last week
was Solomon Pena, the failed chub-
lican candidate accused Dfpaying gun-
men to shoot up the houses of four
Democratic officials in New Mexico.
Pefia artended Donald Trump’s Stop
the Steal rally on January 6,2021. Afeer
[Dsing his own race, he insisted he had
been cheated despite ﬂaﬁinghis oppo-
nent by 48 percentage points.

At least the New Mexican Repub-

see ROSENDALL, page 4

Even as LGBTQ-inclusive kids'
books are facing at(cmptcd bans across
the US. such books are increasing in
number—and as two recent middle-
grade novels show, the quality of many
is second to none. Both are comi.r\g—of—
age stories; one is set dun'ng the hcight
of the US. AIDS epidemic, with aback-
ground of anti-LGBTQ injustice; the
other is not “about” LGBTQ issues per
se, but includes several LGBTQ charac-
ters whose experiences strengthen the
book’s theme of choosing one’s own fate
and family.

In Ami Polonsky’s World Made of
Glass (Lictle, Brown), seventh-grader

Tris Cohen’s dad is dying from complica-
tions of ATDS, He came out as gay ayear
ago and her parents divorced, but they
are amicably co-parenting. Iris and her
dad are close, and share their fr:eﬁngs via
acrostic poems, a ].iterary device that Po-
lonsky uses to moving effect, Tris hates
his boyfriend J.R., though, the person
who (unwittingly) gave him the virus.
Iris has kept her dad’s illness a secret
from people at scfmol—being teased
when dassmates learned he was gay was
bad enough—bur word soon leaks out.
When her dad dies, Iris grapples with

sce MOMBIAN, page 4

Two New Must-Read LGBTQ-Inclusive
Middle Grade Novels

by Dana Rudolph | drudolph@mombian.com

contributing writer

World M Jde

Fhoto courtesy of Dana Rudolph.

“If you’re an enemy of drag,
you’re an enemy of mine.”

— George Lopez criticizes Ron DeSantis’ “War on Drag Queens”.

more in Billy Masters on page 6!
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BPDA INCOME-RESTRICTED HOMEOWNERSHIP OPPORTUNITY

The Residences at 566 Columbus, 566 Columbus Avenue, South End, MA 02118

11 Income-Restricted Homeownership Units

# of Units # of Bedrooms Square Footage Price Maximum Income Limit (% AMI)
3 1-Bedroom 774 -849 $213,700 80%
3 2-Bedroom 881-1,170 $252,000 80%
5 2-Bedroom 891-1,352 $326,000 80% - 100%

***All units are restricted to BPDA-Certified Artists ***

Artists do not need certification at the time of housing lottery application

(set by the BPDA + based on Household Size + AMI)

Maximum Income Limits

Household Size 80% AMI 100% AMI
1 $78,550 $98,150
b $89,750 $112,200
3 $100,950 $126,200
4 $112,150 $140,200
5 $121,150 $151,450
6 $130,100 $162,650

Maximum Asset Limits
80% AMI
$100,000

80% - 100% AMI
$100,000
Does notinclude retirement. Does include Real Estate.

To learn more about eligibility + the BPDA screening requirements, please visit:
http://www.bostonplans.org/housing/fags#application-lottery-questions

For more information, please visit: www.566ColumbusLottery.com or contact us via email at
566Columbus@MaloneyProperties.com or phone at (617) 639-3064 Ext 746.

Applications are available during the application period from January 13th, 2023 through January 30th, 2023.

To request an online application or to have one sent by email, visit www.566ColumbusLottery.com. If you cannot complete the application online,
please call us at (617) 639-3064 Ext 746 to request that we mail you one and to ask us for any guidance you might need to complete the application

DEADLINE: Fully completed + signed applications must be submitted online or postmarked no later than Monday January 30th, 2023.
Mailed to:
Maloney Properties, Inc.
Attn: 566 Columbus Lottery
27 Mica Lane, Wellesley, MA 02481

Zoom Informational Session: Thursday, January 19th, 2023 @ 7pm

https://maloneyproperties.zoom.us/j/825976706997 pwd=d DVWTWFBdWFpNWdUM1RKTHpvaWV2dz09
Meeting ID: 825 9767 0699 | Passcode: 291040

One Tap Mobile
+13052241968,825976706994,,,*291040# US or +13092053325,825976706994,,,*291040# US

» Selection by Lottery. Asset, Use & Resale Restrictions apply.
- Preference for Boston Residents.
« Preference for First Time Homebuyers
« Preference for Households with at least one person per bedroom.
+ Minimum 3% down payment required

For more information, language assistance, or to make a request for reasonable accommodations, please
call (617) 639-3064 Ext 746 or email 566Columbus@MaloneyProperties.com

Equal Housing Opportunity

&)
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film, ‘Homophobia makes you or breaks you.
Don’t choose the breaking part, choose the
making part.” We hope this film inspires others
to continue the work of making a more accept-
ingw:)rld.”

Usr'_ng archival material, contemporary tour
and news footage, interviews with past and pres-
ent chorus members and BGMC staff, as well as
commentary from activists, audience members,
arts advocates and pnli[ical leaders, “Music Tri-
umphs Homophobia,” documents how a small,
Boston-based chorus became global culrural
ambassadors educating people abour LGBTQ
lives and encouraging acceptance and respect
for the LGBTQ community. The film is scored
with Driginal compositions by Chad Weirick,
BGMC’s Principal Accompanist and Assis-
tant Music Director, and features choral cover
performances of songs by Katy Perry, Janet
Jackson, Andrea Day, Richard Rogers, Oscar
Hammerstein II, Stephen Schwartz, and Benji
Pasek.

“I can't wait for audiences to see this film,”
said Craig Cm)gan, pmduczr of “Music Tri-
umphs Homophobia” and BGMC’s former
Executive Director. “Legislation and law en-
forcement are critically important in respond-
ingro an[i—LGBTQhatred and discrimination,
but neither the law nor the law enforcer is ca-
pablcofchanging hearts and minds. But music
is. We experienced it in South Africa. We expe-
rienced it in Isracl and Turkey. We experienced
it in Germany and Poland. Music builds bn'dg—
es across groups of people that otherwise have
nnthfng in common. It breaks down stereotypes
and gives humanity to people who are routinely
dehumanized.”

Since 1982, BGMC has created musical ex-
periences to inspire c}\ange, build community
and celebrate difference. It’s a mission that has
brought BGMC to some unlikely venues, in-
cluding a Congregational Church in rural
Vermont, Worcesters College of Holy Cross,
Berlin’s iconic Brandenbu:g Gate, conservative
Catholic-dominated Poland; a kibbutz by the
Dead Sea, a university parking lot in Istanbul,
and the shores of South Africa. As chorus mem-
ber Alex Kapitan says in the film “BGMC goes
to places where we know our voices will make
an impact.”

“This has been the story of BGMC since its

inception. We use the power of music to build
empathy and expand people’s understanding of
one another,” said BGMC Music Direcror Reu-
ben Reym)lds. “We'vedone it in Poland, Turkcy,
and South Africa, and we do it year in and year
out in Boston. Regardless of where we reside,
we can all use a lictle more kindness and under-
stand'mg, and I'm so pmud of this film, which
shows how BGMC uses the power of music to
spread joy.”

“Music Triumphs Homophobia® depicts
the protests and public criticism from anti-
LGBTQ religious groups or political officials
that follow the chorus just about wherever they
go. In Turkey, anti-LGBTQ President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan saw to it that the host venue for
BGMC’s performance—the first by an LGBTQ
chorus in the coun[ry—]ost its permit for the
event unless BGMC agreed to drop the word
“Gay” from its name. The performance—the
country’s first by an LGBTQ chorus—was saved
when students at a local university organized for
the use of outdoor space on campus for the con-
cert, even though credible threats of violence
had been made against BGMC. It took place
with extra security measures in place and un-
der the watchful eyes of Charles F. Hunter, the
then U.S. Consul General in Turkey, who not
Dnly attended the concert with his husband,
butjoined BGMC on stage for its encore.

In South Africa, the city of George wel-
comed BGMC for a free community concert
as part of its inaugu:al Pride celebration. The
invitation by Genrge's city council was marred
when George Mayor Melvin Naik took to the
airwaves to lambaste BGMC and the city’s sup-
port for its LGBTQ residents. The mayor’s re-
marks received widespread coverage dm)ugh—
out the country. South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa responded by inviting BGMC to
join him for the country’s annual Youth Day
march, where he personally greeted cach mem-
ber of the chorus and publicly welcomed them
to South Africa.

“My goal as a filmmaker is to create art and
tell stories that will reach chrough walls and
broaden understar\ding. I was thrilled to tell
the story of BGMC, an organization whose
mission is so similar to my own,” said Michael
Willer, co-writer and co-director of the film.“I
can't wait for I,‘IEDplE to be inspfred by the story
of BGMC and their culture-changing music.”

Watch a trailer for “Music Triumphs Ho-
mophobia” here: hteps://wwwyoutube.com/

watch ?v=qzxhNE1My]Jc

Wills, Trusts, Health Care Proxies,
Probate, Prenuptuals

Create Protection for you and your loved ones

One of the only Estate Planning firms focused on the
unique needs of LGBT couples, individuals and families

Kraft Law Offices

60 State Street, Suite 700
Boston, MA 02109

(617) 573-0010

rick@kraftlawboston.com
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ANDOVER

PuUBLIC SCHOOLS

ANDOVER PUBLIC SCHOOLS

invites applications for the following positions:

FOOD SERVICE WORKERS

Responsibilities: Prepares and assists in serving food to students according
to standards related to sanitary conditions.

Qualifications: A knowledge of quantity cooking is desirable, as is a
knowledge of how cafeteria records are kept for the kitchen on
a day-to-day basis.

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS

Responsibilities: Responsible for instructing students and carrying out lesson
plans provided by the teacher in order to ensure the continuity of instruction.

Qualifications: Minimum two years of college or equivalent experience
working with children. Evidence of strong interpersonal skills.

INSTRUCTIONAL ASSISTANTS

Responsibilities: Under the direct supervision of a teacher, supporis
instructional programming by helping students understand lessons being
taught by the teacher. Assists teachers with various clerical tasks and
supervises students during activities outside of the classroom.

Qualifications: Minimum two years of college or equivalent experience
working with children. Ability to understand student curriculum and to
imp|emen1 mu|ﬂp|e teacher directed activities.

CUSTODIANS

Responsibilities: Clean and maintain assigned schools, offices, cafeterias,
and lavatiories. Perform basic repair and maintenance functions,
as well as shoveling snow.

Qualifications: Knowledge of materials, methods, and techniques of the
trade. Abﬂﬁy to follow written and oral instructions.

BUILDING AND LUNCH MONITORS

Responsibilities: Ensure the safety and well-being of the student population and
assist the administration and faculty in maintaining a positive school environment.

Qualifications: Able to follow instructions and complete tasks efficiently.
An ability to work with and undersiand adolescents and to de-escalate
potential confrontations.

For a more complete list of employment opportunities and job descriptions,

and to apply for any of the above positions, applicants should visit:

www.governmentjobs.com/ careers/ andoverma

Andover Public Schools seeks candidates who embody our ethos, which includes
valuing the identifies of all students, high expectations for all students, teaching
excellence, collaboration, innovation, respect, and responsibility. APS is committed
fo hiring and supporting a racially and ethnically diverse faculty and staff. Racially
and ethnically diverse teachers produce a myriad of positive outcomes for all students,
especially the most historically marginalized students. EOE.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The following is a copy of the letter sent by Boston City President Ed Flynn, to Segun Idowu, Ghief of Economic Opportunity & Inclusion

Dear Chicf Idowu:

I'm writing in regards to the importance of our LG-
BTQ+ businesses. LGBTQ+ gathering spaces such as
Cathedral Station in the South End are important es-
tablishments in our city, as they providc a safe space for
our LGBTQ+ residents to connect with one another,
and they are also a part of the business communicy that
make our city vibrant and welcoming,

As we witness LGBTQ+ rights being under arrack

arDu.r\d EI'\E CDL’I‘(YY in recent years, Bf\d sec a nu_mbr:r
of LGBTQ+ businesses close in Boston, it is critical
that there still remain LGBTQ+ spaces for residents to
gather and feel a sense of community in. T will continue
to support our LGBTQ+ community, and work to en-
sure that our LGBTQ+ businesses are able to thrive in
our city. It is therefore important for the South End to
have a restaurant or bar that the LGBTQ+ communicy
feel safe and welcomed in.

I hope that the city will continue to support our LG-
BTQ+ businesses as well, and thank you for your atten-
tion to this matter. Should you have any questions or
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at 617-

635-3203 and ed Alynn@boston.gov.

Sincerely,
Ed Fi_';/nn, Boston City President, District 2

Mombian

Continued from page 1

griefand rage as wellasa c{e:pening awareness of the bias
and fear surrounding the disease.

Gradually, though, her feelings towards J.R. change,and
through him, she learns of her dad’s activism in the bur-
geoning ACT UP group that is pushing for stronger ac-
tion against the disease. Supported by several close friends,
including one boy who becomes a first crush, Iris becomes
involved in the group as well, which helps her process and
channel her gricf in a way that lets her move forward.

Polonsky skillfully weaves in historical moments and
figures (notably Dr. Anthony Fauci, whose relationship
with AIDS activists was sometimes contentious). Polon-
sky also choughefully shows ACT UP members in the
process of figuring out what their organization should do
and how to do it—a nuanced look at the birth pangs of
any social justice movement. The focus, however, is on one
girl's response to a family tragedy, not a history of AIDS
activism, even as it reminds us of the very persona[ reasons
for such activism. (An Author’s Note adds more historical
details for those who want rhem.)

The book shines a light on an era of LGBTQ history
while reminding us that out queer people have beenraising
children for decades, and that anti-LGBTQ actions harm
them as well. Polonsky conveys this via a heart-wrenching
story of loss and personal growth—a tale also remarkably
imbued with a sense of hope and a belief in the power to
create change.

Mix an Agatha Christic manor-house mystery with the
wordplay of Norton Juster’s classic “The Phantom Toll-

booth,” stir in the sisterly adventures
of “Litdde Women,” a heap of Lemony
Snicker gothic creepiness, and season
with a queer sprinkic, and you migh[
come up with something like “The
Swifts: A Dictionary of Scoundrels,”
by Beth Lincoln (Durton). Lincoln
evokes all of these but weaves a (Dtaﬂy
Dfigiﬂﬂl (ﬂle ﬂf mys(ﬂry ﬂnd mﬂy})ﬂm
centered on an eccentic family living
in a sprawling, ancient manor house.
Every member of che Swift fam-
ily is given a name randomly chosen
from the sacred Family Dictionary, a
name understood to determine their
personality and interests. Shenani-

1 Bictisnary of
g Scacadrils =

Photo courtesy of Dana Rudolph.

plot make the book a delight, but Lin-
coln’s love of language is what makes it
shine. There are eye-rolling puns, capti-
valing archaisms, and dazziing descrip-
tions—but under the fun of all this is
an unexpectedly poignant and powerful
message about finding who we are and
how we fit into our families, both born
ﬂﬂd C}\ﬂsﬁn.

Cousin Erf’s nonbinary identry is
not a primary focus, although we do see
them struggle to tell some family mem-
bers about c'hanging their given name, a
particular chaﬂengt in this family where
Dictionary names carry such weight.
Another major character is a transgen-

gan Swift, the protagonist, is indeed a

troublemaker. She and older sisters Phenomena and Felic-
ity live with their Arch-Aunt Schadenfreude, the family
matriarch, while their parents are overseas doing linguistic
research. Shenanigan spends her time trying to map their
house’s many rooms, with their hidden (and sometimes
&angemus) :mps,hoping to find Grand-Uncle Viles 1Dngn
lost treasure.

When Schadenfreude calls a Family Reunion, however,
she is murdered just after relatives convene from near and
far. Sf)tnanigan and her sc;uabbling sisters must hunt for
the killer, aided by Cousin Erf (w.’no is m)nbinary and has
r{:jectcd their Dictionary nam:), even as other relatdves
fall prey. Shenanigan’s mishaps lead her sisters to doubt
her helpfulness, however, and Shenanigan wonders if her
name really determines her personality.

An oddball series of secondary characters and a owisty

der woman, although we do not learn
this until more than halfway through the book. It's not a
I:-ig “reveal,” however, as in too many stories of trans peo-
ple—it simply wasn't relevant undil the character wants to
reassure Erf that identities aren’t inevitable, and mentions
the incorrect assumption of her gtnder at birch. (Htrpar—
ents, she notes, were “terribly embarrassed by their mis-
take” of not rca[izi.ng shewasa glrl} Addidonaﬂy, one male
character has a husband, which is happily unremarkable.

While the ending of this clever, funny, and surprisingly
insighcful tale is fully satisfying, there are also hooks for a
s:quclfami that, we migﬁz say in Swiﬁ-famﬂy fashion,
would be splendiferous.

Dana Rudolph is the founder and publisher of Mombian
(mombian.com), a GLAAD Media Award-winning blog
and resource directory, with a searchable database of 1000+
LGBTQ family books and maore.

Rosendall

Continued from page 1

lican Party reacted responsibly, saying, “We are thankful
that nobody was injured by his acdons. If Pefia is found
guilty, he must be prosecuted to the full extent of the law:”
Whait, don't they have that backwards? I recall aline from the
trial over who stole the tarts in Alice in Wanderland: “Sen-
tence first, verdict afterwards.”

Seu:ing aside the finer points of courtroom pmcccﬁm:, it
is d}qu.mmg that the fair city DfAibu({ucrqu: was a target
of domestic terrorism. But silly me: The concept of domes-
tic terror is absent from our laws. Terrorism is something
we pretend only dark-skinned foreigners do, evidence be
damned.

Actor Kevin Sorbo, a MAGA type, tweeted, “If you
think the AR in ‘AR-15’ stands for assault rifle, you can’t
comment about guns.” Really? What matters iswhat a thing
docs. AR-15sare tools of mass slaugheer, for which the Sec-
ond Amendment grants no conceivable right, If the avowed
originalists at the Supreme Court were true to their prin-
ciples, they would restrict us to 18th-century muskets. Ah,
buc for displays of manhood, a musket could never match a

semiauntomatic with a 50-round clip.

Pardon my irreverence. Sometimes we laugh to avoid
screaming—or we do both in quick succession. “T can
handle a sick old woman,” says actress Vera Miles in Alfred
Hitchcock’s 1960 thriller Psycho, referring to the character
Mrs. Bates. The audience laughs because they have seen thar
Mrs. Baes is no harmless old lady:

The GOP’s collapse into madness and mayhem risks re-
ducfng us to a screaming, laughing movie audience. After
chuckling, say, at the know-nothing fanatics who have taken
over the lower house of Congress, we need to confront the
fact that know-nothing fanatics have mken over the lower
house of Congress.

The unrdenting winger wackiness is exemplified by the
marketingofa“JR-15" assault rifle to children. When “own:
ing the libs” crumps protecting one’s own children, it is clear
that the insurrecdon is metastasizing, At the same time, the
forces of civil sanity and accountability have also had suc-
cesses. Nearly 1,000 insurrectionists have been charged. The
Electoral Count Act has been revised to guard against an-
other January 6.

White supremacists dispute the assertion that diversity is
astrength, For centuries they stole the wealth of others while
insisting they pulled themselves up by their own bootstraps.
Now their only hope of retaining power is to disenfranchise
as many people unlike themselves as possible. They think

they make themselves more secure by shielding children
&Dm t}\ﬂ maore UI\EVDTY SSPCCG DfDU.\'hiSfDl'Y.

But greamess is not an entdtlement, notwi}:hstandi_ng
America’s endless self-flactery. Despite having the most
bloated military in world history, we are increasingly chal-
lenged economically in the global marketplace. We discredic
ourselves by cmbmcing wild conspiracy theories, rejecting
science for medi:valquack:ry, and r;xaiu'ng selfishness in the
name of freedom.

After World War II, America led international efforts to
advanct {kmDCmU.C SY{EH\S. NUWWE scea SU.TgE foascism
and ﬂll.ﬂ)cmcy.

Those who stoke endless gricvance and rage arc arsonists,
not firefighters. We must come together to resist them. As
organizer Oren Jacobson tweeted about the debr ceiling
fight, “Donald Trump added $7.8 trillion dollars to the
debt. And now the GOP doesn’t want to pay thebill”

The truth will out. With the peril posed by the Republi-
can Party’s crackup, the time is coming for Americans, as it
were, to meet Mrs, Bares.

PS: Don't go into the cellar.

Richard ] Rosendallis a writer and activist at rrosendall@
me.com.

Copyright © 2023 by Richard . Rosendall. Al rights re-
served.
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ManRay

Continued from page 1

gays (the proximity to both Harvard and MIT
helped). Thursdays nights featured local per-
sonality Freddie Jordan hosting male strippers
who cavorted on topaftht bar! In short order, I
joined the staff and found my tribe.

Campus was quickly overshadowed by Man-
Ray — billed as an “art bar” and named after the
Dada and Surrealist artist and photographer of
the same name (born Emmanuel Radnitzky).
The décor was retro kitsch with a nod towards
d’lﬂ darkﬁr Subcultum. Thc Chlb ‘was Subtidﬂd

“The Art of Nightlife” and catered to the fe-
tish crowd, the goth crowd, and the alternative
crowd — all lumped together and affectionately
called the “Boston Underground”. Picture a cast-
ing call for “Interview with a Vampire” — with
a splash of The CW thrown in. Soon, the entire
complex became known as ManRay and attracted
national attention. It became a destination, to
Say m)thmg D{ﬂ Vﬂl\labfﬂ venue £Dr EVC ptrﬂ)rm—
ers wanting to connect with their audience in an
intimate setting. The concert by Nirvana is still
talked about.

In 2005, the building was leveled to make
way for condos, The clubs owner, Don Holland,
VDWEd to rCiDCa[C, buf hls Eﬁ)m were d]wa[tcd

KAUFFMAN

law [ Mediation

Joyce Kauffman

RESIST TYRANNY - EMBRACE DIVERSITY
CELEBRATE OUR FAMILIES

Providing Skilled and
Compassionate Legal Services
aned Mediation to the
LGBTQ Community

kauffmanlaw.net
4238 Washington St., Ste. 313
Roslindale, Massachuserts 02142
617.577.1505
jovee@kauffmanlaw.net

by conservative Cambriﬂge councilors. Now,
almost 20 years later, ManRay is back..liter-
ally a handful of blocks from its original Central
Square location. The 40 Prospect Street venue is
still run by Holland, and he’s joincd by resident
D] Chris Ewen and legendary mixologist Terri
Niedzwiecki. The sneak peek I atrended did not
disappoint. An eclectic assortment of LGBTQI+
denizens populated the place in various forms
of dress...and undress. Gender, age, and sexual-
ity seemed as fluid as Ewen’s pulsing beat which
engulfed every inch of the dance floor and stage.
‘The question everyone is asking — can light-
ningstrike twice? Holland is counting on it, and
the people I spoke with are anxious to see what

YRICSTAGE
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COmes next. Tl’lc S&]ﬁd‘l{c e hj(ﬂ thﬁ StﬂH"— isa
clever mix of old and new. Wednesdays are an-
chored by the ever-popular goth party Crypt.
Campus, naturally, is back for the gayest ‘Thurs-
days around witha rotating crop of community
DJs (including Maryalice and Brian Halligan).
Fridays roar back with the fetish industrial party
Chrome. And Saturdays shine a spotlight on the
new wave and electro themed Heroes, which
Ewen previously hosted elsewhere.

With the recent demise of the Ramrod, Ma-
chine, and Eagle, the arca has a huge gap of clubs
catering to this audience. ManRay might very
well be the perfect venue at the perfect time.

www.ManRayNightclub.com

JANG-FEB 3

Can a young Rachmaninoff
rediscover his musical genius?

MUSIC DIRECTOR,

LYRICSTAGE.COM | COPLEY SQ. | 617.585.5678

RICHARD SILVERMAN, M.D.
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OFFICES IN NEWTON AND BOSTON
617-965-9500 » WWW.RICKSILVERMAN.COM
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AMERICAN BOARD OF PLASTIC SURGERY

Helping People Find Solutions.

Please call for an appointment: 617-738-1919
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billy masters

Continue, ﬁm page 1

‘There are some stories I try to stay away from, and that
includes George Santos — if I may call him chat. Buc
we've also seen a video where he introduces himselfas An-
thony Devolder. So, who really knows? He’s previously
claimed to be Jewish, only to clarify he meant that he’s
“Jew—ish” — well, aren’t we all a bit “Jew—ish”? That’s
just the tip of the iceberg — virtually everything about
him is in question. George has justified these questions
with a curious statement: “A lot of people overstate on
their resumes. I'm not saying I'm not guilty of that.” He
is, however, guilty of trying to dance around the subject
with a double negative — and, for the record, [ hate chat!

One thing that doesn’t seem to be in question is that
he is gay. Well, now he is. He was married to a woman in
2012. They got divorced in 2019. “I'm very much gay. I'm
OK with my sexuality. People change. I'm one of those
people who change.” But is he one of those people who
changes into female clothing? A grainy photo and an old
Wikipedia post say he worked as a drag performer in Bra-
zil (his parents were Brazilian immigrants). Of course,
Wikipedia also says I'm still wearing size 30 jeans! While
Santos hasn't defended most allegations, he felt compelled
to comment on d‘lis one. “The most recent DbSESSiDn {mm
the media claiming that Tam a drag Queen or ‘performed’
as a drag Queen is categorically false” Then someone
leaked a video. Could it be? Yes, it could. You can check
it out on BillyMasters.com, where you'll sce George is
qu.itc...wcﬁ, the pofite term is “buxom”,

Ana Navarro has gone after Santos, although she says
his having a drag past would be a redeeming quality. She
posted a photo of Santos next to the alleged drag photo
with the ﬂ‘)ﬂowing caption: “I have no problem with
drag—queens in Congress. I have a real problem with
bald—faced liars and shameless hypocrites in Congrcss.”
Navarros love of drag queens is legendary — she is a fre-
quent patron at The Palace and R House in South Beach.
In fact, we'll posta video of her and “View” co-host Sara
Haines from their most recent visit.

Ever since Leslie Jordan’s fatal car crash, the Internet
has been rife with rumors about the cause of death. The
speculation at the time was that he cither had a stroke or
heart incident while driving to work, which caused the
accident. But it was odd that the official cause of death
has been “deferred” since October. For those of you still
looking for answers, I can clear up the mystery. The of-
ficial cause of death has been updated to “sudden cardiac
dysfunction” — which basically means his heart smpped.
Sccondary cause of death was “arteriosclerotic cardiovas-
cular disease”. That is when plaque develops in the arter-
ies close to your heart, which would cause chest pain and
angina — in other words, the symptoms Leslie was com-
plaining about shortly before his passing. And, for those
m"you who have heard the whispers, I can clear that up,
too. The roxicology was negative for illicit drugs, includ-
ing marijuana, as well as commonly abused prescription
drugs.

YDl[ pmbabIY WDU-ié“lf cxpm:t to rﬂ'i(f BbDth &]E dﬁﬁrh
of David Crosby in this column. But didya know he was
the biological father of Melissa Etheridge and Julie Cy-
pher’s two children? Well, now you do.

Alec Baldwin has joined an clite group — celebrities
with a body count! Lots of people dic in terrible accidents,
and T am cerrainly not implying that any of these “inci-
dents” were intentional. Matthew Broderick, Caitlyn
Jenner, Brandy, Ted Kennedy, Venus Williams, even
Laura Bush — they've all been there. And, if I'm not
mistaken, none of them did any jaﬂ time. Whether Alec
is correct and this was one of those freak times when a
gun went off without anyone going near a trigger..well,
I'll leave that to the experts. But there wasa gun, it was in

his hand, it went off, and someone is dead. To me, that’s
manslaughter, at the very least.

EVEFYDDC’S bCCn Wﬂﬂdﬂring Wheﬂ W,u start d‘e new
season of “Billy Masters LIVE”. You've been clamoring —
it’s been a quict, almost silent clamor, but T've heard you.
And I'm happy to say season 4 will kick off on Wednes-
day, January 25th — in primetime! At 8PM Eastern, I'll
be sitting down with singtr, model, and gay icon Paul
Lekakis. You'd think I'd have already had Paul as a guest,
but I haven't. I asked him to be on our first season, but he
declined — he didn't have anything to promote and was
living a relatively private life. Now he’s got a new single —
“Rainbow” — and he’s open to talking. You can wune in
live or anytime thereafter on our YouTube channel, Billy
Masters TV, or on BillyMasters.com/TV.

Another gay star had a bad interview experience — and
happily, it wasn't with me. Danny Pintauro from “Who's
The Boss?” recalled an appearance on “The View” back in
2015. He was there to talk about his HIV status and to
educate people on the dangers of ATDS and crystal meth.
Only two co-hosts interviewed him — fellow former
child stars Candace Cameron Bure and Raven-Symoné,
He recently discussed that interview and took issue with
Bure. “She basically said, ‘Do you take responsibility for
getting HIV because you were living a promiscuous life-
style?” And turned on the spot to my husband and said,
‘Do you have unprotected sex with your husband

Since I'm astickler faraccuracy,[ reviewed the EDD(agE,
and d’lﬁ[’s not CXaCdY th it happcne(f. BC{D(C B\HC askcd
her question, Danny had already gone into great detail
about his promiscuity, pushing his sexual limits, and how
crystal meth fueled this. His wake—up call was finding
out he was HIV—positive while working as a manager at
PF Chang's — oh, the humanity! In that ligf)t, Bure’s fol-
low—up seems natural. As to the question to Pintauro’s
husband about unprotected sex, that was actually asked
by Raven-Symoné. She prefaced the question by saying
(twice), “Please tell me if this is too personal”. And the
q\lﬁs(ion was d’lis: l‘.\{Dll guys haVC bﬁﬁn thEL'hCr fi)r &]rﬁﬁ
and a half years. Do you guys have protected or unpro-
tected sex?” Although the camera panned to Pintauro’s
husband, Danny jumped in to answer — as you'll sec on
BillyMasters.com.

Our “Ask Billy” question comes from Tom in Studio
City, who writes,  friend of mine saw a video of a very
young Colin Farvell modeling a thong Where did that come

from? Do you have ir?”

Picture it. Dublin. 1994. An 18-ycar-old lanky lad with
the complexion not unlike that of ayoung Cate Blanchett
is hired to model intimate wear on a midday chat show,
“12-2-1". The hosts, Marty Whelan and Ciana Camp-
bell, handle the introductions. “First on we have Colin,
WhD,S Wcﬂring very iitde.” OUI Stroﬁs d’lﬁ E\Itmﬂ SupCrSth
in a red thong and satin robe — which is quickly doffed.
He walks, he cocks his hip, and he pivots in a manner
familiar to so many models. One guest says, “It’s like a
jock strap.” Trust me when I say it is nothing like a jock
strap — as you will see on BillyMasters.com.

When we're presenting Farrell in any clothing, we've
definitely come to the end of yet another column. I say
that because we were once threatened with legal action
by Colin. Oh, yes, it’s true. This was back when his sex
tape leaked. Well, not so much leaked as exploded on
www.BillyMasters.com — the site that is definitely a
shower. Colin and I resolved the matter satisfactorily in
ways I'm not at liberty to discuss publicly. But you can
write to me at Billy@BillyMasters.com and I promise to
get back to you before I satisfy an elected official (again).
So, until next time, remember, one man’s filth is anocher
man’s bible.

George Santos

David Groshy

Golin Farrell
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The best

duo in
the biz.

It's a fact. Xfinity has fast internet and
Xfinity Mobile is the fastest mobile service.

Power a house full of connected devices with even faster internet speeds from Xfinity.
And, Xfinity Mobile is the fastest mobile service with 5G and millions of WiFi hotspots.

Fast internet, the fastest mobile service, and major savings? Can’t argue with the facts.

t t isag

Xfinity Internet 400 Mbps
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reliable speeds $3 0 on internet your first
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when you get 2 llysars two years when you
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from Xfl n ItY' bank account. Equip., taxes and other charges extra Xfinity Internet with Xfinity Mobile discount.
Xfinity Mobile requires Xfinity Internet.

and subject to change. See details below.
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