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Healey makes history

By SteveLeBlanc
Associated Press

BOSTON (AP) — Maura Healey,
[}\E ﬁrsf woman aﬂd ﬁrSE ﬂpen mem-
ber of the LGBTQ community to be
Ciﬂc[ﬁd gDvcrnDr Df: MBSSaChuSCtES,
was sworn into office at the Statehouse
Thursday, pledging to lead “with em-
pathy and with equity.”

Th: Ctmmony BISD mBrkS d'\e ﬁl's(
time that an all-women ticket will oc-
cupy the office. Kim Driscoll, who
served as mayor of Salem, was elected
licutcnan[ gDVCf“Df Wl[}\ Hﬂﬂlﬂy ﬂnd

was also sworn in on Thursday..

Healey, who served cight years as

Maura Healey, center right, is sworn in as Massachusetts governor by state
Senate President Karen Spika, left, as Kim Driscoll, right, looks on during inau-
guration ceremonies, Thursday, Jan. 5, 2023, at the Statehouse, in Boston. (AP
Photo/Steven Senne).

Massachusetts attorney general, ran

see HEALEY, page S
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Don Gorton

Submitted by Russ Aims

Donald “Don” E{dridge Gorton,
ITT, age 62, of Boston, passed away
unexpectedly on December 24, 2022
at his family home in Belzoni, Missis-
sippi.

Garton was born on May 4ch, 1960,
and was the son of Anne Campbell
Carlton Gorton and the late Donald
Eldridge Gorton Jr. In addition to his
mother, he is survived by a brother,
James Carlton Gorton, a sister, Lindsay
Gorton Warren and seven nieces and
nephews. He graduated from Boston
University in 1982 and Harvard Law
School in 1985.

He was a highly respected advocate
for LGBTQ equality in Massachusetts

|

Photo via Don Gorton/Facebook.

for 35 years, focussing on strategy to
build a movement of activists, develop
paliticai clout, analyze and document
issues, and Drganizing to secure critical
legislation.

Gorton’s work was groundbreaking,

sec DON GORTON, p.ge 5

HRC’s Kelley Robinson Talks Family,
Fighting Back, and the Future

by Dana Rudolph | drudolph@mombian.com
contributing writer

Kelley Robinson, the new presi-
dent of the Human Rights Campaign
(HRC), is the first Black, queer wom-
an to lead the organization. She’s also
the mother of a toddler. Beinga mom
and wife is “the center Ufevﬂ'ythi.ﬂg I
do,” she told me in an interview about

her ﬁ\mily, her work, and her vision
for the furure.

Before starting at HRC last No-
vember, Robinson was executive di-
rector of the Planned Parenthood Ac-
tion Fund. She said her work at HRC
is “deeply informed” by the reproduc-
tive righrs world and a ElteP concern
about racial and social justice.

On a personal note, she shared,

HRC President Kelley Robinson with her wife, Becky George, and son, |zaiah.

Photo by Eric Kayne/AP Images for Human Rights Campaign. see MOMBIAN, pge 4

Pope Benedict XVI, aka. JDStp'h
Ratzinger, died over the Christmas
holidays. Many Catholics will recall the
l:gacy of his papacy with mixed feel-
ings.

First and foremost remembered
of Benedict’s papacy will be his mis-
handling of the Catholic Church sex
scandal cover-up. As the archbishop
in Munich, Cardinal Jnscph Rarzinger
(1977-2005) sent our a letter on May
18, 2001, orderingall his bishops, under
the threar of ecclesiastical punishmtnt,
to observe “papal sccrecy” to keep sex
abuse allegations concealed from both
the public and the police. Benedict
moved pedophilic priests from parish
to Parish like pieces on a chess board.
The Vatican defended Benedict’s ac-

Pope Benedict XVI’s era
of LGBTQ+ bashing

by Rev. Irene Monroe
contributing writer

tions, statingcritics are inoking for “:asy
scapegoats and summary judgments.”
The archbishop of Boston, Scan
O'Malley, released a statement depict-
ing Benedict as a man who “was very
concerned with relarivism and the truch
being compromised.” As a church Tra-
ditionalist, Benedict’s cruth ruled with
an iron fist who used his authoritarian
and “Rottweiler” persona to maintain
the ecclesiastical swructures of the an-
cient Catholic church
Sadly  Benedicts
views on AIDS and women’s role with-
in the Catholic Church hierarchy were
both retro, wreckless, and spirirually

anti-modernity

abusive. For example, he stuck by his no

see MONROE, page 5

“Upon arriving home I'd been horrified to discover that my nether regions
were frost nipped...While the ears and cheeks were already healing, the
todger wasn't. It was becoming more of an issue by the day.”

—As a result of his 2011 trip to the North Pole, Prince Harry reveals he had a frostbitten penis at William and Kate's wedding.

more in Billy Masters on page 6!
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Corazon Cabo
Resort & Spa

Cabo San Lucas, Mexico

By Ed Salvato
Courtesy of the National LGBT Media Association

www.corazoncabo.com

TOP/BOTTOM LINE

The recendy remodeled Corazén tower at the
Corazén Cabo Resort & Spa brings affordable
luwxury and upscale Mexican fiesta vibes to the very
center of Cabo San Lucas, located at the tip of Baja
California, a direct, non-stop flight from NYC,
Dallas, Los A.ngtlts, and other major US. destina-
tions. Neither Cabo nor Corazén is an LGBTQ
hot spot, but they're both incredibly comfortable
for and welcoming to LGBTQ folx, and particu-
larly popular with gay couples.

AMENITIES

‘The resortoffers sufficient amenities o keep you
entertained and pampered during a long weekend
stay. Almost embarrassed to say that during this
trip we Bnly left the resort once to visit a remote
beach (see below.) After months of hard work, it
was exactly what we needed.

If you can tear yourself from your private balco-
ny hottub, you'll want to head to the resort’s Beach
Club to enjoy Playa El Medano. Book a plush ca-
bana or stdzvby—side chaise Inungr.s, order from the
lunch and bar menu and enjoy the constant stream
of city-sanctioned hawkers of massage and ma-
riachi services, surprisingly well-crafted souvenirs,
ch{:rsy hats, and bfzarrely worded sashes ("Eat my
booty”) destined for boozy bachelorette parties.

We ordered room service a shameful number
of times — it’s incredibly prompt — but we also
enjoyed the tasty weats ar the resort’s numerous &
la carte restaurant options, indudjngAieta, Roof-
top 360,and Baja Brewery. Seafood is a specialty as
is Mexican cuisine, naturally, but worry not: You
can always order a hamburger and other familiar
dishes. Rooftop 360 is the highest open-air din-
ing/cncktail spot in town and offers breathtakjng
views all around. Its sublime at sunset. The brew-
ery is breezy, laidback, and fun, with live music
and streaming sports stations. Book a reatment at
Sparitual, the onsite spa. Its pricey, but the ameni-
ties (sauna, steam room, hot tub,) and therapist
quality are top-notch. An 80-minute massage
($180) left me pleasancly sore and ready for bed.
Raquest Edgar or Brandon.

‘These amenities are important, but the best one
is the staff which is well trained and constantly
working to keep the resort clean and you happy.
When you visit, ask for Michel (pronounced
"mi[d)—:l”), Experience M:mager. He tkes care
of everyone incredibly well and keeps a special eye
out for LGBTQ guests.

sed Ed Salvate is a
travel writer, nstrictor at NYU ¢
University of Texas at Austins NYC
ter, and an LGBT Q tourism }72:1r,(’.s:fing
speﬂ'z[iﬂ. For more inﬁnﬂ;znbﬂ on the
National LGBT media Association, visit:
psit/nationallgbtmediaassociation.com/

ROOM/RATES

Book direct on the hotel website for the
best deals. Our room in the remodeled tower, a
400-square-feet Infinity King Ocean View with
Hot Tub, starts around $550 per night in the
busy winter season sleeps two and includes a Ne-
Spresso machine, a safe, and daﬂy service. (Cabn is
expensive — it’s surrounded by ocean, desert, and
mountains, so nearly everything must be shipped
in — so that price is on par with similar resorts.)
Marina and City View rooms are also lovely, but
we prefer ocean view accommodations, where you
can enjoy the breathtaking views of the busy bay
and mountains while sipping your Caffe Lu.ngo,
or order a botde of wine and ease into the steamy
Hot Tub with your honey and watch the moon

rise over the bay.

NEARBY EXPERIENCES

Long a tourist hub, Cabo San Lucas doesn't
offer significant historic or cultural assets. So, no
demerits for simply staying at the hotel th{)ugh
there are fun options outside Corazon, which is
located in the center of Cabo's hotel zone. You
can easily walk to the charming marina where
you can find the only Starbucks downtown or
for a popular, delicious local taco spot, check out
Wachinango’s Los Cabos hteps://www.wachi-
nangos.com/. There’s a fun gay bar a S-minute
Uber ride away called Chandelier, hreps://
www.factbDDk.com/ChandtliersNigh[Club/
best Thursday through Sunday nights start-
ing around midnight. If you want to see what
Cabo looked like 100 years ago hop in an Uber
and head to la Curva del Soldado beach, an un-
touched stretch of rocky coast, sandy beach, and
rough Pacific Ocean waves about an hour from

the resort.

CABO TIPS

The best time to visit is December through
April — with simp[y perfect hot, dry, and sunny
conditions — with March being the ideal time
for whale watching, which you can enjoy without
leaving the hotel! It’s casy to think of chis part of
the world as an extension of the US. We didn't
even end up exchanging any money. You can use
your credit cards for almost everything, but you'll
want to bring lots of small US. bills to distribute
as dps. Arrange airport transfer with Baja Travel
Transportation, https://bajatraveltransportation.

com reliable and reasonably priced.
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is extremely proud to have been a part of
this Community for 40 years this Summer.
We are now part of the Tzell Travel Group,
a conglomerate of Travel Agencies in
New England providing extraordinary travel

services throughout New England and beyond.

Thanks to our combined powerful industry
sales power we can provide our clients
the best deals and rates in the Business.

5 STAR
. TRAVEL

SZERVICES

5 STAR TRAVEL SERVICES

One Appleton Street, Boston MA 02116 | ZND Floor

617-536-1999
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Domestic violence
programs respond to the
death of José Aponte

Submitted by Casa Myrna,
The Network/La Red,
Jane Doe Inc.

The alleged domestic violence homicide
of José Aponte, 43, in his Roxbury home on
December 11, 2022, underscores the need for
broader education and awareness abour inti-
mate partner abuse in lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and queer (LGBTQ+) commu-
nities. Aponte, who was found dead during a
wellness check that day, was dating Michael
Perry, 37, who has been arraigned in Boston
Municipal Court on a charge of first-degree
murder. Perry was previously arraigned on a
charge of assault with a dangerous weapon.
Early news reports focused on the sensational
escape attempt by Perry and omitted that the
men were in a relationship, thus Dbscuring
that this was domestic violence-related.

“We are deeply saddened by the news of Jose
Aponte’s murder and send our condolences to

his loved ones,” said Casa Myrna CEQ Steph-
anie Brown. “This preventable tragedy high-
lights the prtvalenc: of domestic violence in
all communities and demonstrates the impor-
tance Qf Educﬁtfﬂn and awarceness. Partnerfng
with The Network/La Red and Jane Doe Inc,,
we strive to break the stigma around domestic
ViDlEnCE aﬂd hﬂlp survivors fEEl more EmpDW—
Erﬂd to ask {Df support.”

This is the second suspected LGBTQ+
partner abuse-related homicide in Massa-
ChUSE{[S in (1’\5 Pa;[ [thE moﬂ{hﬁ. GEr\Er—
ally, 25-33% of LGBTQ+ people experience
abuiﬁ by a partnﬁr, much thﬁ same rates as in
How-
ever, the Massachusetts Department of Public
Health's 2022 “COVID-19 Community Im-

pact Study” noted that experiences of intimate

cisgender heterosexual relationships.

partm:r ViDlCnCE were r:pDrtEd two to fnur
times more frequently since the start of the
pandemic by LGBTQ+ respondents. This is
similar to the Human Rights Campaign 2020
report, “LCBTQ Intimate Partner Violence
and COVID-19 that indicated “LGBTQ
people have been twice as likely to have experi-
enced an incident of intimate partner violence
since the onset of COVID-19. While 68% of
{hﬂ general pnpulatior\ Samplﬂ V\’hD h:{vt €X-
perienced intimate partner violence since the
onset of COVID-19 said the pandemic has
increased the duration and frequency of such

violence, this was greater (77%) among LG-
BTQ respondents.”

While these reports may focus on physical
violence, in reality, what many call “domestic
violence” is a much broader constellation of
behaviors. “It’s about one person using a pat-
tern of behaviors to maintain power and con-
trol over a partner’s thoughts, beliefs, actions,
and/or spirit,” said Beth Leventhal, Executive
Director of The Network/La Red. “The tac-
tics used to control include emotional and
psychological abuse, physical abuse, sexual
abuse, financial abuse, and/or cultural/iden-
tity abuse.” Abuse can occur in intimate re-
lationships between people of any age, ethnic
group, profession, religious affiliation, socio-
economic status, or sexual orientation or gen-
der idsntity!:xpmssinn, regardlsss of whether
they are married or living mgcther.

Individuals experiencing abuse are not
alone, and there are resources across Massa-
chusetts available to help. Two organizations
specialize in working with LGBTQ+ individ-
uals. The Network/La Red works statewide
with LGBTQ+ survivors of partner abuse,
offering free services including a 24-hour ho-
tline, safety planning, support groups, safe
home, transitional }musing, and individual
advocacy and support for LGBTQ+ survivors
of partner abuse. Fenway Health’s Violence
Recovery Program (VRP) provides free coun-

seling, support groups, advocacy, and referrals
to survivors of domestic violence, sexual vio-
lence, hate violence, and police misconduct.

“Domestic and sexual violence thrive in
silence and often result in isolation and in-
creased vulnerability,” said Toni K. Troop,
Dircctor of Communications and Develop-
ment at Jane Doe Inc. “We urge anyone who
is concerned for themselves or someone they
know to turn to a trusted advocate at a rape
crisis center or domestic violence program to
talk about what you need, available resources,
and options.”

Casa Myrna, The Network/La Red, and
Jane Doe Inc. remain committed to support-
ing survivors of all sexual orientations and
gtnderfdtn[ities.

If you are concerned about your relation-
ship or the relationship of a friend or family
member, call:

The Network/La Red’s statewide hotline at
1-800-832-1901 or visit www.tnlr.org,

SafeLink, Casa Mymajs statewide domestic
violence hotline, at 1-877-785-2020 or visit
WWW,CASAMYINa.0Tg.

You can learn more and find help in a com-
munity near you at Www.jan:dos.org/ﬁnd—
help.

All calls are free, anonymous, and confiden-
tial. You don’t have to leave or even want to
leave your partner to get support

Check us out online @ BAYWINDOWS.COM
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contributing writer

“The Honorable Donald J. Trump of the State of Flori-
da has received one [vote].” said Clerk of the House Cheryl
Johnson as she announced the results of the 11ch ballot for
Speaker for the 118th Congress. This despite Trump hav-
ing endorsed Kevin McCarthy.

Setting aside the former presid:nt'i total lack of honor,

that was one of my favorite moments from the GOP’s in-
tra-party fight in Congress last week. Another wasa photo
of Rep. Karic Porter (D-CA) reading “The Subtle Art of
Not Givinga Frck”

C-SPAN camera operators, unconstrained in the ab-
sence of anyone in cha_rge, mptured imag:s of activity on
the House floor that we wouldn't normally see. After the
14ch ballot, Rep. Mike Rogers (R-AL) nearly started a
brawl with obstructionist Rep, Matt Gaetz (R-FL) and was
pulled back. Rep. Matt Rosendale (R-MT) waved away a
call from Trump (“DT™") that Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-
GA) wied to hand him. Like other demagogues before
him, Trump has unleashed a beast he cannot control.

Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY) was the
antidote to Republican chaos. He consistendy received
unanimous support from Democrats. The nominating
speeches for him before each ballot told of all the things
Democrats accomplished for the American people in the
previous Congmsﬁ. Republi:a_ns, for their part, pa'mted a
post-apocalyptic hellscape that evoked Mr. Trump’s dysto-
pian 2017 inaugural address.

Rep. Cori Bush (D-MO) tweeted that Rep. Byron
Donalds (R-FL), an alternate Speaker nominee with a Tea

It’s going to be a bumpy Congress

Kevin McCarthy’s weakness empowered the insurrectionist right
by Richard J. Rosendall | rrosendall@starpower.net

Party and zl:c:iun—dcnyi.ng backgmund, “is a pmp.» Re-
publicans were indignant. But what clse caused Donalds,
one of the few black GOP House members, to be pushed
forward after being ignored previously? Across the aisle,
Jeffries has been a leading House Democrat. If Republi-
cans see their black colleagues as more than props, why did
they oppose the John Lewis Voting Rights Act?

All week, Democrats illustrated whar Sen. Mitch Me-
Connell calls “candidate quality.” Jeffries was pitch-perfect
in his gay—inclur:iv: remarks before presenting the gavti to
McCarthy in the wee hours of Saturday morning, While
Republicans lie to their base and use the inflamed reaction
to justify their mischief, Democrats continue to demon-
strate their seriousness about governing for all Americans.
‘They should be sure to communicate as clearly with voters
about it as Jeffries.

MeCarthy, in his first address as Speaker, included in
his culture-war priorities a pledge to stop “woke indoc-
trination in our schools.” The GOP equates any teaching
of tolerance with predation. This is ironic considerfng
that Gaetz sought a pardon while bei_ng mvssdgatcd for
sex-trafficking a minor. Projection doesn’t just happen in
movie theaters.

R_igid and intolerant artitudes toward itaming are
nothing new. McCarthy became speaker on the 413th an-
niversary of Galileo’s letter about his discovery of moons
orbiting Jupiter, which confirmed the earlier work of Co-
pernicus and contradicted Catholic Church doctrine that
the Earth was fixed ac the center of the universe. This got

Galileo into a great deal of trouble.

Republicans are eager to grill Dr. Anthony Fauci over
the origins of Covid-19 as part of their conspiracy mon-
gering over China, I'm not sure why they want to take him
on after how defily he has parried Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY ).

Like the 17th century Vatican, MAGA leaders regard
their dogmatic certitude as far superior to the cautious, in-
cremental discoveries of science. Thus Fauci, who recendy
retired as director of the National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases, is derided and attacked because
our knowledge of Covid has grown over time. By con-
trast, self-described “stable genius® Trump once recom-
mended ingesting bleach asa cure.

Given House Republicans’ predilection for revenge
over governance, they may refuse later this year to raise
the debr ceiling, which is abour paying for debts already
incurred, not new spending. Defauling on our debt
would be ca{a:tmphic; but ruination appears to be the
main goal of the insurrectionist GOP.

Too often we talk as if we all have shared values, de-
spite considerable evidence to the contrary. Why should
the most radical 10% of House Republicans care about
the views of the other 90% when they didn't care about
the votes of the majority of Americans in the 2020 clec-
tion?

Nevertheless, congrats to McCarthy on his eleva-
tion—though that seems an odd term considering how
much he debased himself to getit.

No good can come from a legisiaiu.m bsing held hos-
tage by aggressively ignorant saboteurs who trear govern-
ment as an enemy. They are the burn-it-down caucus. To
paraphrass Bette Davis, fasten your seatbelts. It’s going ©
be a bumpy Congress.

Richard J. Rosendall is a writer and activist at rrosen-
dall@me.com.

Copyright © 2023 by Richard J. Rosendall. Al rights

reserved.

Mombian

Continued ﬁ.')m page 1

“Strides in rﬂpmduc[ivc health and mpmductivc Iights
have been fundamentally important in building the
family of my dreams.” She and her wife bﬁgan their fam-
ily via reciprocal in vitro fertilization, with her carrying
her wifc’s egg. She noted her privilege here, though.
Not UnIy are rcprl:lductive rights bt:ing rolled back, she
explained, but many people still face barriers to access-
ing health care and health insurance for rePruductive
health, gender-affirming care, and more.

“I want to create a world where the next generation
has more rights than we enjoy today and not less]” she
asserted. That goal is “more urgent than ever” in the
face of current political and pulicy artacks, which are
“more cruel and harmful than anything I've ever seen.
‘The way thty are a[[ai:king our kids, particu[ar[y our
trans kids and folks of color, is vicious.”

Every parent she’s SP[]J(EI‘[ with, she said, LGBTQ
and nor, is “concerned about building a world that’s
safe for our kids, about ensuring that they can grow
up to be kind humans who are treated with digni[y
and respect in every area of their lives. It’s that funda-
mental principle that is under attack right now.” She
pointed out Texas Governor Greg Abbott’s attempt
to define parents as abusive if they support their kids
with gtnclsr—afﬁrrning care; anti—LGBTQ bills in state
lt:gislamrss across the country; and Floridas “Don’t Say
Gay or Trans” law, whose passage was “coupled with a
social media campaign led by very specific political ac-
tors” that resulted in a400 percent increase in shurs like
“gILKlrnt:r“ and “Psduph.i[r:” br:ing used online to refer
to LGBTQPEIJPIE‘, pera 2022 HRC report.

“Thisis 1iteraﬂy kiHing our kids and our families? she

stated, nuting the dsacuy shuuting at CIubQ_in Colora-
do last November, as well as the recent death by suicide
of Henry Berg-Brousseau, a young transgender mem-
ber of HRC's own staff. The situation “demands critical
interventions,” she said. “We have to be clear that we're
ﬁghr.ingpu[itical attacks against our kids. We're ﬁghting
against hateful rhetoric and we're also ﬁghting against
real individuals whose goal is to divide our communi-
tes.”

While HRC is the country’s Iargt:st LGBTQ organi-
zation, Robinson said that wurking with other urganif
zations is a key strategy, becanse “It’s going to take all of
us to fight this fight. The resources that our opposition
has are terrifying” The people attacking LGBTQ fami-
lies are the same ones Pushing anti-trans Ir:gislatiun, try-
ing to ban books in schools, and attacking vuting rights,
she said. She therefore wants to build “a broad progres-
sive coalition that can ﬁght back on all fronts, starting
in state ltgislati\m sessions and continuing by “hu[ding
these bad actors accountable for what they're doing.”

Additiuna.[[y, she said, “HRC is uniqus[y able to
work in a lot of different sectors of public life” She not-
ed the organization’s Corporate Equality Index, Mu-
nicip;ﬂ Equality Index, and Healthcare Equa[ity Index,
which set standards “for what it means to be supportive
of LGBTQ families andpzuplﬁ,” and the HRC Foun-
dation’s Welcoming Schools program, which offers
“concrete resources” for “creating schools where every
child can get the clignity and respect that they deserve”
She t:xPIaint:d, "So much of what shapes the lives of our
peup[s does happen in the pu].itica.[ realm, but it’s also
happening every day, in our schools, our wurkplaoes, in
every place that we're our in public”

Each of us can hclp, she stressed, citing the adags
that making changt‘. rsquirss “yuur time, your talent,
and your treasures.” She encouraged people to volun-

teer their time with local urganizatiuns, incIuding local
HRC steering committees. " We're about to enter a re-
alIy challenging state Iegis]ative season,” she said. “HeIp
us to fight back.” As for talents, “If you've got askill, use
it. Ifyuu like to chitchar on [hcphunﬂ,we'vt got phune
banks. If you're an expert community builder, we have
digitaI organizing, If you work in a Particuiar industry
that could promote change, we've got tools and ool
kits.” Finally, she said, “This work takes resourcing, so to
the extent that folks are able, donate and give”

Despits the chaﬂcngﬂi, she remains Uptimistii.
“There are fundamentally more of us than our opposi-
tion, she said. Although some peuple “feel like the sys-
tem is so out of whack that our voices can’t really make
a difference;” she noted that Democrats have retained
control of the US. Senate “because people organized
and we showed up and made our voices heard] and
that “even in a post-Roe world, peuple are fundamen-
tally redefining healthcare to get people to care and care
to Pt:upls.“ And Biden administration officials like As-
sistant Secretary for Health Rachel Levine, Secretary of
Transportation Pete Buttigieg, and White House Press
Secretary Karine Jean-Picrre are “peoplein positions of
power who represent the LGBTQ community in ways
that we have never seen.”

She reflected, “For me to be able to sit next to my
wife, a ﬁrst—genera:ion woman of Indian descent: to
look at our son—our life was unimaginable a genera-
tion before” Change happened “because people kept
shuwing up. I feel like there’s a real opportunity for us
to do that and create new pussibi[itirﬁ for the next gen-
eration.”

Dana Rudolph is the founder and publisher of Mombi-
an (mombian.com), a GLAAD Media Award-winning
Mftgaﬁd resource cﬁrg{tyvy, witfﬂ a searchable database qf
1000+ LGBTQ family books and more.
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Don Gorton

Cyntfﬂue{.{ﬁmﬁage 1

From civil righm for sexual orientation and gen-
der identity, to hate crimes laws, reporting and
enforcement, funding for victims' legal fees, anti-
bul]ying in schools, a.n[t—[ransgendtr violence,
and protecting youth from pﬁychologic:d abuse,
Gorton was a relentless advocate.

He was the Co-Chair of the Massachusetts
Governor’s Task Force on Hate Crimes from
1991 to 2003, led the draf[ing of rtgulalinns o
implement the Hate Crimes Reporting Act of
1990, and spearheaded civil rights activities for
the Executive Office of Public Safety and Secu-
rity. He was also heavily involved in the lobbying
efforts which succeeded in the passage in the Bos-
ton City Council of the Domestic Partnership
Ordinance in 1993.

Gorton was Chair of the Greater Boston Les-
bian/Gay Political Alliance from 1988 ro 1994.
He played a leading role in passage of the Mas-
sachusetts Gay and Lesbian Civil Rights Law of
1989 and the Hate Crimes Penaldes Act amend-
ments of 1996.

Don often spoke to friends of growing up in
Mississippi, as a young sensitive closeted gay bny,
ahistory of fear and bullying that drove him to ac-
tivism. In response, he was a fervent anti-bullying
advocate leading the field, directing the Anti-Vi-
olence Project of Massachuserts from 1994 uncil
his passing, In 2010, he played a leading role in

the 50+ organization coalition that secured pas-
sage of comprehensive anti-bullying legislation
(“An Act Relevant to Bullying in Schools”), and
co-authored the Massachusetts Anti—Bully‘mg
Guide.

The silent suffering of students in schools
moved him in 1998 to establish the Student Civil
Rjghti Project, under the Governor’s Task Force,
to support students, parents, educators and law
enforcement in creating safe school environments.
Turning laws into practice, he organized confer-
ences, trainings, Civil Rights Teams, statewide sur-
veys, internshipv., websites, the first-of-its-kind trans
inclusive middle school curriculum, and an online
reporting channel for students bei.ng harassed.

From 2008 to 2013, Gorton was active in the
youth-led LGBTQ equalicy movement dubbed
by the New York Times as “Stonewall 2.0” and
served as an officer of Join the Impact MA, em-
braced by a new generation of activists.

In gratitude for his work, Gorton was honored
as Grand Marshal of the Boston LGBT Pride
Parade in 2010, its 40ch anniversary year, under
the banner of “From Riots to Rights: 40 Years of
Progress.”

In 2019, he co-chaired the Massachuserts Co-
alition to Ban Conversion Therapy for Minors,
which shepherded passage of the law bmntng
the abusive practice in Massachusetts. He also
authored Anti-Transgender Hate Crimes: The
Challenge for Law Enforcement, which made the
case for separate reporting of transgender based
hate-crimes, in which he acknowledged the vic-

tims and the societal changﬁ in motion.

“Transgender survivors of violence, who have
maintained dignity and poise through extreme
cruelty, are propﬁl]jngsocial change that will shat-
ter the divisions and stereotypes hnlding back the
fullest realization of human potential”

Gorton was a prolific writer on LGBTQ top-
ics gtared at pmvfding lsgal, social, and political
information and philosophy to underpin criti-
cal advocacy moments and strategies. He was a
long-time officer of the Gay and Lesbian Review
Worldwide where he authored 25 articles.

An ardent grassroots organizer, he welcomed
everyone into the movement, keenly recruiting
passion and talent. There was no job too tedious
for this Harvard lawyer, from phone banking to
hosting meetings, where he wasa stickler for Rob-
ert’s Rules, astutely managing the sometimes frac-
tious dynamics of LGBTQ organizing.

He organized countless events, rallies, protests,
voter registration, get-out-the-vote, fundraisers,
legislative meetings, candidate questionnaires
and pub]ic forums, where the LGBTQ commu-
nity cultivated political stature and candidates
coveted endorsements.

He also reveled in the celebration and joy of
the community coming together and would be at
pride parties dancinglat: into the night with his
cadre of dear friends and activists. He chaired the
Stonewall 50 Boston Pride Committee, and the
song “Proud” was always blasting at his Pride Day
parties at hisSouth End home, an annual pﬂgrim—

age for activists.
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Gorton also supported candidates for city,
state and federal office, leading the gay vote to
develop legislative political power at a time when
politicians were not gay friendly and it was neces-
sary to clect pro-gay candidates one by one. He
organized for David Scondras, Boston’s first out
City Councilor, and Governor Bill Weld, a Re-
publican.

Weld then established the first Governor’s
Commission on Gay & Lesbian Youth, gmu_nd—
breakingat that time, to address youth suicide and
school safety, and also appointed unprecedented
levels Bfopenly—gay peopls to his adminiscracion.
Gorton also worked with Governor Cellucei &
Governor Swift on hate crimes milestones.

Professionally, Gorton was a Boston attorney,
later a state appellate tax judge from 1997 to
2008, and ﬁnally an attorney with the Depart-
ment of Revenue. He was an aficionado of clas-
sical music and the British Royal family present
and past, of whom he collected artisanal ceramic
figures,

Above all, Gorton’s legacy is that of a commu-
nity leader who plotted a path forward through
the hardest moments of LGBTQ liberation. Ac-
tivism was Don Gorton’s life and purpose and
he was a leader among leaders who forged a van-
guard movement in Massachusetts that infused
LGBTQ liberation nationwide.

A celebration honoring Don Gorton will be
held on Saturday, January 21, 2023, at Club Cafe,
290 Columbus Avenue, Boston from 3:15pm to
5:30pm.

Monroe
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condoms even in an age of ATDS.

Benedict publicly bashed a group of US. “dis-
sident” nuns for “focusing its work too much on
poverty and economic injustice, while kcepir\g
silent” on abortion and same-sex marriage.” Bene-
dict accused these sisters of promoting “certain
radical feminist themes incomparible with the
Catholic faith.”

However, his venomous public condemnation
of LGBTQs was unrelenting. “It is impossible to
overstate the damage Pope Benedict’s repeated de-
hu.manizing of LG BTQIA+ psople has caused”
Marianne Duddy-Burke wrote in an open state-
ment to DignityUSA. “Individuals, families, and
whole communities across the globe suffered

tragic consequences, many of which are stll fele
wday. Duddy-Burke is the Executive Director
of DignityUSA. DignityUSA is the world’s old-
est Drga_nizatinn of Catholics wnrking for justice,
equality,and full inclusion of LGBTQIA+ people
in the church and society.

For Exa.mple, Benedict i.njecttd his voice in the
presidential election of 2004. Benedict instructed
American bishops to read his declaration that any
“catholic politician” (ie., John Kerry, Joe Biden,
Nancy Pelosi, ctc.) who did not denounce gays
and abortion could not receive communion.

Benedict's infamous Christmas sermon de-
nounced same-sex marriage, advoca.ttng it would
destroy the “essence of the human creature” In
previous sermonic anti-LGBTQ diatribes during
his tenure, Benedict stated that marriagt equa]jty

isa “manipulation of nature” and a threat toworld

peace.

Healey
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virtually unopposed in the Democratic primary
last year and easily defeated Republican candidate

Geoff Dichlin the general election, She'sonly the
second Democrat in the past three decades to be
elected governor in Massachusetts.

During her speech, Healey also said she’s com-
mitted to removing barriers ptoplﬂ of color, peo-
ple with disabilities, women and LGBT residents

have faced for gﬁnemtions.

“Although the particular inclinaton of the ho-
mosexual person is not a sin, it is more or less a
strong tendency ordered toward an intrinsic
moral evil? Benedict stated in a 1986 “Letter to
the Bishops of the Catholic Church on Pastoral
Care of Homosexual Persons.”

On the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doc-
trine of Faith website, directed by then Benedict,
he wrote: “Those who would move from toler-
ance to the legitimization of specific rights for
cohabiting homoscxual persons need to be re-
minded that the approval or legah'zaﬂ{m of evil
is something far different from the toleration of
evil”

The problem with Benedict’s calling us evil
not only diminishes the human life of LGBTQ+
people but also denies the su.ffm‘ngit causes,

Benedict suppressed the growth of Liberation
Theologies in Third World countries, the emerg-

ing face of the Catholic Church, for their suppos-
edly Marxist leanings thar exposed classism. How-
ever, Liberation Thcnlﬂgiex combines Christan
thmlogy with political activism on human rights
and social justice issues. Liberaton Theologies em-
phasize the biblical themes that God’s actions on
behalf of the enslaved, the poor, the outcasts like
women, pcoplz of color, and LGBTQperlE, to
name a few, are a central pmdtgm for a faith that
embraces the world — as it is today — from an
engaged and commiteed stance that does justice.

“The passing of former Pope Benedict XV
“marks what is, hnpefuﬂy, the end of a lnng, pain-
ful era for LGBTQIA+ Catholics, our families,
and the entire church, “Duddy-Burke stated.
Benedict has asked for fnrgivtnes; and apolngiztd
for his complicity in the church sex scandal. Bene-
dict dedicated his final years to prayer. Perhaps
that was his act of penance.
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Time for the hottest game in NYC, “Where’s Bar-
bara?” The Barbara in question is Barbara Walters. Ob-
viously we all know she’s dead. But none of her friends
know exactly where she is. Accurding to insiders, friends
have been calling funeral parlors all over the Tri-State
area in order to figure out what the arrangements are.
Not only friends, but former colleagues—including
ptuplt at ABC and, in particular, “The View” When the
famed Frank E. Campbell facﬂiry was contacted, they
said (rather bluntly, if you ask me), “We don’t have her!”
Walters’ moody daughter Jackie has remained mum. The
supposition is that since she had to share her mother
with the world while she was alive, she’s kteping the ar-
rangements private. Maybe Barbara’s been eryogenically
preservsd—unly to be revived in time to say, “Welcome
to 3030!”

If Barbara were still with us, I'm sure she'd be report-
ing on the exccution of Amber McLaughlin, T never
heard of her either, but turns out she made history. She
is the first transgender person (of either sex) to be exe-
cuted in this country. She was also the first person put to
death this year, but that’s less historic. She was convicred
Dfmurderinga former girlfriend. ‘That typically wouldn't
lead to an execution. But while the jury came back with
a guilty verdict, they could not decide on a punishment.
That was left to the discretion of the judge, who made
the unprecedented decision of the death penalty (appar-
ently only two states allow this to happen).

FOX's “Call Me Kat” said farewell to Leslie Jordan in
a most imaginative way. In last week's episode, his char-
acter Phil was sent on vacation with beau Jalen (play by
John Griffin). While in Tahiti, the duo decides to open
a bakery and relocate. In the final moments of the show,
Grifhin bmught out Leslie’s director’s chair and the cast
gathered around it. Then Mayim Bialik broke the fourth
wall and said, "What we've done here is given Phil a hap-
py Ending. What we're rsally dning is mourning the loss
of our friend Leslie Jordan. He is irreplaceable. We all
miss him very much. Love. Light. Leslie.” While every-
one looks sad, Cheyenne Jackson is particularly incon-
solable. Then Dolly Parton comes on and sings part of
the song “Where the Soul Never Dies”, which she and
Leslie recorded. She eulngizss him, end'mg with “T will
always love you”, as clips of a joyous Jordan play. Classy.

When director Franco Zeffirelli released “Romeo
and Juliet” in 1968, there was quite a hubbub about the
nudity of both Olivia Hussey and Leonard Whiting,
On one hand, the stars were applauded for their per-
formances—particularly being roughly the same age as
the characters (Hussey was 15, Whiting was 16). On the
other hand, the film not only showed the teens in sexual
situations, but also in various degrees of undress. This
led to the stars recently ﬁling a suit against Paramount
Pictures for $500 million! You might be wondering why
they are coming forward half a century later. Apparently
there’s some statute of limitations that was about to run
out. In the :omplaint, they claim that Zefhrelli told
them that no nudity would be in the final cut. Of course,
he died in 2019—so we can't ask him. But as recently as
2018, Hussey defended the nudity saying, "It was need-
ed for the Ailm.” She added, “It wasn’t that btg of a deal”
The suit claims that the nudity impacted their careers.
“Plaintiffs have also suffered alifetime of loss of earnings
and other employment benefits and job opportunities,
and will continue to suffer such losses.”

Remember Erick Adame? He was the New York
weatherman who was fired after appearing nude on a live
webcam feed. During his broadcast, he showed oft his
privates, gave out his address and phone number, and en-
couragﬂd men to come by and have their way with him.

Headded, “I think it'd be hot if my boss saw me. I would
love my boss to fuck me on camera.” Alas, the only sur-
prise Adame received was to be fired. He defended his
actions by saying, “I don’t apol{)gizz for being sex-posi-
tive” Now he says, “I don’t want any kind of this atten-
tion that I've been receiving”. He adds, "I assumed that
once I closed my laptop that anything that happened on
camera would nnly exist in mtmory.” Since I just saw a
rerun of “The OQdd Couple", let me point out that you
should never “assume”—because you make an ass of u
and me. Of course, I don’t remember if Erick showed his
ass. I'll have to review the footage.

Color me surprised to sce someone who was fired
back on the air. Last week, Sharon Osbourne was on
air saying, “Hello everybody. A happy, happy New Year
and welcome to "The Talk’” But she wasn't sitting next
to Sheryl Underwood. She was on “The Talk UK™! I'm
not sure if she’ll be a regular on the show or if this will
be an occasional spot. But I'm always glad to sce Shazza,

Elsewhere in the UK, The Spice Girls are not at all
happy about a new release of an old track. It all start-
ed when they released the 25th anniversary edition of
"Spi:eworld”—whfch included some live tracks, alter-
nate versions of some songs, and some unreleased dem-
os. One of the demos considered was a song called “C.
U. Next Tuesday”! Surely I don’t have to explain why it
wasn't released back in 1996. Bur Mel C. says it's not
because of the title. “[It] was never used because it’s a pile
of shit. T think it would be a bigrip-offif Virgin put it on
a greatest hits album now.” And Virgin didn't release it.
Bur someone found the track and leaked it online.

In some chesky music news, Sam Smith reccndy
bared all. They (which is Sam’s pronoun of cheice) spent
the holidays in Thailand and took some racy photos
showing off their assets on a boat and in a rocky glade—
which sounds painful. Should you be so inclined, float
on over to BillyMasters.com to check out the goods.

Openly gay football player Carl Nassib rang in the
new year with a hunky new boyfriend. He posted a
photo of them on social media, saying “Kicking off 2023
with my man and a trip to the playoffs” His beau is
Soren Dahl, a Danish swimmer who sports that rtppcd
swimmer’s build so many claim to have and rarely de-
liver. Trust me when I say Dahl delivers—which you can
also see on our website.

That’s a perfzc[ segue into our “Ask Billy” question.
Henry from Dallas asks, “What dﬂyou know about Brit-
ney szars’ husband? I saw some pfmms qf‘ him, and he'’s
got an amazing body. Kinda like a porn star. Any nudes?”

I never gave Sam Asghari much thought—until [
got Henry's e-mail. When I did some research, my first
thought was, “Yowza!” He certainly does look like he
could be a model, an actor, or a gay pom star. While I
can only confirm two of those professions, I can happily
add that he’s hung, In some photos Sam swiftly deleted
from social media, he clearly shows off his penis in some
tight—ﬁtttng shorts. They may have disappeared from
public view, but can still be seen on BﬂlyMasters.com.

When we're objectifying Britney’s beau, we've defi-
nitely come to the end of yet another column. There’s a
whole lot of Dbjectifytng going around. That disgraced
weatherman even complained about it. “I don’t enjoy
being humiliated and treated like a sexual object.” Rest
assured, I do not mind either—as you'll see on www.Bil-
IyMasters.com—the site that never complains and never
explaim. If you have a question, send it to Bill}'@Btl—
IyMasters.com and T promise to get back to you before
we discover thar Barbara is buried under the Pirates of
the Caribbean ride! So, until next time, remember, one
man’s filch is another man’s bible.

Barhara Walters
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Sam Asghad
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ANDOVE

ANDOVER PUBLIC SCHOOLS

invites applications for the following positions:

FOOD SERVICE WORKERS

Responsibilities: Prepares and assists in serving food to students according
to standards related to sanitary conditions.

Qualifications: A knowledge of quantity cooking is desirable, as is a
knowledge of how cafeteria records are kept for the kitchen on
a day-to-day basis.

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS

Responsibilities: Responsible for instructing students and carrying out lesson
plans provided by the teacher in order to ensure the continuity of instruction.

Qualifications: Minimum two years of college or equivalent experience
working with children. Evidence of strong interpersonal skills.

INSTRUCTIONAL ASSISTANTS

Responsibilities: Under the direct supervision of a teacher, supporis
instructional programming by helping students understand lessons being
taught by the teacher. Assists teachers with various clerical tasks and
supervises students during activities outside of the classroom.

Qualifications: Minimum two years of college or equivalent experience
working with children. Ability to understand student curriculum and to
imp|emen1 mu|ﬂp|e teacher directed acfivities.

CUSTODIANS

Responsibilities: Clean and maintain assigned schools, offices, cafeterias,
and lavaiories. Perform basic repair and maintenance functions,
as well as shoveling snow.

Qualifications: Knowledge of materials, methods, and techniques of the
trade. Ab‘\hiy to follow written and oral instructions.

BUILDING AND LUNCH MONITORS

Responsibilities: Ensure the safety and well-being of the student population and
assist the administration and faculty in maintaining a positive school environment.

Qualifications: Able to follow instructions and complete tasks efficiently.
An ability to work with and understand adolescents and to de-escalate
potential confrontations.

For a more complete list of employment opportunities and job descriptions,

and to apply for any of the above positions, applicants should visit:

www.governmentjobs.com/ careers/ andoverma

Andover Public Schools seeks candidates who embody our ethos, which includes
valuing the identifies of all students, high expectations for all students, teaching
excellence, collaboration, innovation, respect, and responsibility. APS is committed
to hiring and supporting a racially and ethnically diverse faculty and staff. Racially
and ethnically diverse teachers produce a myriad of positive outcomes for all students,
especially the most historically marginalized students. EOE.




