October 20 - November 2, 2022

50 eents at newsstands Vol. 39, No 7

S BAY WINDOWS

Serving New England’s LGBTQ Communities

STAY CONNECTED

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER
TO GET THE LATEST NEWS AND UPDATES

E { REAL
EWS IN YOUR COMMUNITY

BAYWINDOWS.COM

Single Copies Free. Multiple copies may be available, with prior approval, for 50 cents each by contacting the BayWindows business office. NEV

LGBTQ HISTORY MON

MA LGBTQ Leaders:

bell hooks: A Voice of Love,

Activism and Intersectionality

AR, MASCULINITY,
AHD LOVE

bell
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hooks
A selection of bell hooks' works: “The Will to Change: Men, Masculinity, and
Love,” “Feminist Theory: From Margin to Center,” and “All About Love.”

feminist theory

fron margn i corder

bell hooks

Victoria A. Brownworth

When bell hooks died on De-
cember 15, 2021, it was agutvpunch.
There was no time when bell hooks'
extraordinary writing and feminist
and lesbian theorizing was not part

of the queer community. There was
no time when the community imag-
ined that hooks’ voice would not
always be in the forefront of our col-

lective consciousness on intersection-

see BELL HOOKS, page 4

Photo via Portraits of Pride/Facebook.

In Boston Common and
Sea Port Exhibits

Portraits of Pride is an LGBTQ
Exhibition that presents two pho-
tography installations, shot by
world-renowned  photographer
John Huert, of Boston’s local LG-

BTQ leaders from a variety of back-
grounds and industries.

The Boston Common installa-
tion features 22 portraits LGBTQ
Leaders. Each portrait is printed 8

feet tall offering Bostonians and vis-

see PORTRAITS, page 4

It's a great time to love both
queer families and STEM (sci-
ence, technoiogy, engineering, and
math). Not one but two queer sci-
entists, both parents, won Nobel
Prizes this year. Coincidcmaﬁy,
[}]Crﬁ hBS SISD bﬁﬁn a recent Surgﬁ
in LGBTQ-inclusive children’s
books with STEM themes, which
could help future Nobel laurcates
envision their dreams.

Carolyn Bertozzi, a pmf:ssor
at Stanford University, won this
year’s Nobel Prize in Chemistry
on October 5. She shared the
prize with Morten Meldal of the

Science Gets Queer

by Dana Rudolph | drudolph@mombian.com
contributing writer

et
SDG rﬂ;‘ f' hg

Something Greatby Jeanette Bradley
book cover.

University of Copenhagen and

see MOMBIAN, page 7

MassEquali
Banned Boo
Drag Queen

Submitted by MassEquality

MassEquality will host a Drag
Queen Story Hour & Banned
Book Fair on Saturday, Ocrober
22nd 2022 in Copley Square. The
event will run from 12PM-3PM,
during which time arrendees will
have the opportunity to purchase
books from local bookstores, check
out books and resources from the
Boston Public Library, learn about
resources for LGBTQ+ families
and youth in Massachusctts, and of
course, listen to a selection of sto-

ries theatrically read by featured

to Host
Fair &

Story Hour

drag queens,

This event comes in response to
the spike in hateful attacks against
drag queen story hours happening
across the Commonwealth, and the
rising volume of cries for LGBTQ+
inclusive and race-conscious books
to be banned from school libraries.

Over the last couple of years,
MassEquality has been monitoring
and ﬁgﬁting back against violent
and hateful attacks against dmg
queen story hours, and misinformed

campaigns to have LGBTQ+ books

see MASS EQUALITY, page 2

MA LGBTQ
Candidates
On the

Nov. 8th
Ballot

Julian Cyr (D)

» Massachusetts State Senate

» Cape & Islands District

Maura Healey (D)

« Massachusetts Governor

Natalie Higgins (D)

» Massachusctts House of Representatives
» Worcester 4 District

Sam Montafio (D)

» Massachusctts House of Representatives

 Suffolk 15

Jack Patrick Lewis (D)

» Massachusetts House of Representatives

« 7th Middlesex

Sarah Peake (D)

« Massachusetts House of Representatives
« 4th Barnstable District

Adam Scanlon (D)

« Massachusetts House of Representatives
« 14tg Bristol Dustruct

Jeffrey Sossa-Paquette (R)

* US. House Massachusetts District 2

“I can’t tell you how many times I have heard that young queer kids used to
do the Wonder Woman spin when they were closeted. Whether you’re out
and proud now or you're still living with a secret identity, you are a
superhero in my eyes. Happy National Coming Out Day.”

— Lynda Carter, aka “Wonder Woman".

more in Billy Masters on page 6!
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-
Armbroak Village, Westfield* : : :
Cape Cod Senior Residences, Bourne Resident Quallty Df. Life
Compass On The Bay, South Boston® Valued Associates
Concord Park, Concord* g
Cornerstone at Cantan, Canton™ Integr.lty
Cornerstone at Hampton, Hampton, NH* Innovation
Cornerstone at Milford, Milford* DiSCUVEI’Y

Farmington Station, Farmington CT*
Forestdale Park, Malden*

Goddard Housg, Brookling®

Heights Crossing, Brockton™

John F. Kennedy Apartments, Cambridge
Standish Village, Dorchester*
Nashoba Park, Ayer

Neville Place, Cambridge*
Methuen Village, Methuen*
Ridgefield Station, Ridgefield CT*
The Cambridge Homes, Cambridge

Independent & Assisted Living
Gompass Memory Support

=

* these communities feature a Compass
Memory Support Neighborhood™

Find a community near you at
SeniorLivingResidences com/Communities

Residential / Commercial

“When it comes to painting and carpentry,

we’re the Angels you’ve been looking for.”

Cell: (781) 640-5590
Office: (508) 270-6841

Tim@angelspainting.net
www.angelspaintinginc.com

Mass Equality

Continued ﬁnm page 1

and curricula banned from our public schools.
A loud minority of conservative folks believe
they have the right to impose their misguided
rtlig{'nus and culrural beliefs on the rest of us,
and it has gotten out of hand. They claim to be
concerned parents lm)king out for the best in-
terest of their children, when in reality children
are the real victims of their campaign against the
LGBTQ+ community. They hide behind the
argument of parental concern in a thinly veiled
attempt to attack and erase trans and nonbinary
people as well as other members of the LG-
BTQ+ community, and will continue to spread
harm and violence given any opportunity.
“LGBTQ+ people have been under attack
across the Commonwealth and across the na-
tion,” said MassEquality Executive Director,
Tanya Neslusan. “It’s important for people of all
ages to understand that bcing a member of the
LGBTQ Community isn't scary or bad, we're all

just people. And it’s especially important that
children who are exploring their own identities
or fecling different in any way to know thar it’s
okay to be different and that you are special and
loved for being who you are.”

“You are not protecting children by banning
LGBTQIA+ materials and shielding them from
gay culture. You are hurting them! Inclusive
materials are about nothing more than pro-
tecting LGBTQIA+ children and giving them
a safe space; it ensures that they know they are
normal, loved, and accepted.” Eric Chassey/
Bianca Knight

MassEquality’s Banned Book Fair & Drag
Queen Story Hour is free to attend and open
to the public. MassEquality invites families
with children of all ages to join in this celebra-
tion of diversi[y and creative stlf—txprtssfun.
We will have representatives from All She
Wrote Books, Brookline Booksmith, Trident
Booksellers Greater Boston PFlag, GLSEN
and the Massachusetts Commission on LG-
BTQ Youth, children’s games and entertain-

ment and free books!

EDUcCATION FUND

OCTOBER 22ND

Ji
12PM - 3PM

COPLEY SQUARE

Wills, Trusts, Health Care Proxies,
Probate, Prenuptuals

Create Protection for you and your loved ones

One of the only Estate Planning firms focused on the
unique needs of LGBT couples, individuals and families

Kraft Law Offices

60 State Street, Suite 700
Boston, MA 02109

(617) 573-0010

rick@kraftlawboston.com




contributing writer

Republican candidate Herschel Walker, during the
Ge::vrgia US Senate debate on Qctober 14, showed oft
an honorary deputy sheriff badge he had received, as
if thar made him a real law enforcement ofhicer. Ac-
tor George Takei had thebest response: “In faimess to
Herschel Walker, I sometimes pull out my Star Fleet
badge to get past security at Star Trek conferences.”

It is October of an even-numbered year, which
means an election is approaching in addition to Hal-
loween. Both occasions inspire trickery; bur Repub-
licans denying the 2020 election results have me far
more SpDDlﬂd tha_n a Chlld d.‘jgulsﬂd as Da.:n:ryi
Targaryen, Mother of Dragons.

Halloween derives from the ancient Celtic festival
of Samhain, in which pmple dressed in costumes to
W:a.rd D(‘fghl)sts and ensure a SL[CCES{UJ hmm l:fDm
a modern perspective, that seems like a dubious ap-
proca:h to a.griculmr:. On the otherhand, a litde whis-
tling past the graveyard is harmless enough—unless,
Say, YDLI!IE SE[ﬂ.ng Llp a gaul)ws on thﬁ east lawn thhﬂ
Capitol to ha.ng elected officials you've demonized.

Most of us realize thar strange noises inside your
walls are likelier to be from a raccoon than the ghost of
an axe murdﬂ'tr dlﬂ.[ ym.lr IEal estate agtn[ ﬂﬁglfctﬁd
to wam you about. You might reasonably be scared if
YDLI ‘were ﬁlﬂnﬁ in YDUI room E.T]d 5aW SOMEoNe next
to you in the mirror. But there is a greater chance of
aliens from space lurking among us than ghosts, and
ﬁ'ankly [hEy WDUld f“.'!.kﬂ more rE].'lablE mﬂnbﬁﬁ Df
CDngrES tl’lan pﬂDplE WthDDk at DEI’HDCL'EB a.nd see
Sat:m—wmh.ippi.ng, cannibalistic p:dnphil:s.

Imagine a Trump voter in a small boat a couple
miles offshore on a moonlit night. Its a pleasant eve-
ning and she thinks of taking a swim. Then she re-
members megalodons and the legendary Kraken, and
decides to stay in the boat.

Oh, please. There is much greater risk from an oth-
erwise ﬁim{ﬂy modem—day shark txking a test bite,
or an orca inadvertently knocking the poor MAGA
minion unconscious with a swat of a fin. It’s better to
have someone else :;Jong, because if worse comes to
warst she only has to outswim her companion, not
the monster. Never mind the fact that she is much
more enda.ngmd by a microscopic coronavirus,
which Republicans are less wﬂli.ng to be inoculated
against.

A triend of mine from El Salvador once accompa-

Poltergeist or patriot? You decide.

These days it can be hard to tell the difference
by Richard J. Rosendall | rrosendall@starpower.net

nied me on a nighttime visit to Rock Creek Church
Cemetery, where many political figures arc buried.
The main gates were closed and padlocked, but the
pedestrian gate was still open. My friend said that in
his culmre they were afraid ofgoing to cemeteries at
night. I told him not to worry, that it had been years
since the last report of someone b:fng grabbed from
below ground by the undead. (I am very helpful in
this way.) He was a lovely fellow and I was hoping he
would cling to me for comfore. I did not, however,
intend a.nyi:hi_ng satanic, unlike what Christian mom
Jamie Gooch of Texas wams will happen to anyone
who watches Disney’s “Hocus Pocus 27

It quickly became evident that my friend was no
more inclined to make love with me on the graves of
Henry and Clover Adams or Alice Roosevdt Long-
worth than in any other place. Since then, author
Gore Vidal was buried in the same graveyard. He
once saw Henry Kissinger closely examining Auguste
Rodin’s sx:ulpturt The Gatesof Hell, and qu.ipped that
Kissinger was apartment hunting,

One personss hell is another’s heaven. We tend to
be scared by the unfamiliar, or by people and things
we've been taught to fear. The cult of know-nothing-
ism exploits this impulse, causing occasional surges
asat present wich the increase in book ba.rm]'.ng. Per-
sonally, I am more scared ofa weak and unprincipled
politician like Kevin McCarthy becoming Speaker of
the House.

Here are a few questions to ask people who appear
susceptible to such manipulations: Are you aware that
the banned books are a few clicks away on the mobile
phones towhich youand your teenagers arc addicted?
Do you think your kids will belesslikely to y behind
your back to read books that you've treated like dan-
gerous pomugmphy? And will they be likelier to rake
your advice after you've shown that you don't trust
them with “All Boys Aren’t Bluc™?

In the long run, we can only prepare our children
for the world, not Pprotect them from it. We do that
best by helping them develop informed minds and
habits of cooperation. A spirit of wonder is more em-
poweringthana culture of fear.

Richard J. Rosendall is a writer and activist at
rrosendall @me.com.

Copyright © 2022 by Richard J. Rosendall. All

tights reserved.

LAPOINTE & DAYS LLC

Helping People Find Solutions.

Please call for an appointment: 617-738-1919
www lapointedays.com

LGBTQ+ Planning » Wills » Trusls * Probate » Real Estate = Medicaid Planning
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Serving our community with pride

Jrom the beginning

JJBodner

Insurance Agency of Bostoa

Aulo Home Business Condo  Pet Insurance

& Clarendon S1U Boslon 617-437-9400

jibodner.com

KAUFFMAN

Law & Mediation

Joyce Kauffman

RESIST TYRANNY — EMBRACE DIVERSITY

CELEBRATE OUR FAMILIES

Providing Skilled and
Compassionate Legal Services
and Mediation 1o the
LGBTQ Community

kauffmanlaw.net

4238 Washington St., Ste. 313
Roslindale, Massachusetts 02142
617.577.1505
joyce@kauffmanlaw.net
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bell hooks

Continued, ﬁom pagel

ality and queer theory and praxis,

Intersectionality has become a political and cultural
buzzword recently, yet few have read the intersectional es-
says of hooks or Kimberl¢ Crenshaw, who invented that
concepe and wrote (and continues to write, in the case of
Dr. Crenshaw) about it exhaustively and, as Audre Lorde
would say, deliberately. Intersectionality describes and ex-
plores how race, gender, sexual orientation, gender identi-
ty and class might intersect with one anotherand overlap.

The extraordinary breadth of hooks’ writing and the
thematic structures of her books, essays, and poetry all
build on each other. She writes so much of love, so com-
pellingly of emotional and romantic commitment and
what it means, that it was stunning when hooks revealed
she spent the last two decades of her life unpartnered and
Ceﬁbatﬂ.

In an interview for Shondaland in 2017, hooks told
Abigail Bereola, “I don't have a partner. I've been celibate
for 17 years. I would love to have a partner, but [ don't
t;’u'nk my IE{C ES lﬁs mmnmgful- I ﬂi\”ﬂys KEH pﬂﬂplﬂ my
life is a pie and there’s a slice of the pie that’s missing, bur
there’s so much pie left over—do I really want to spend
my time looking at that empry picce and judging myself
by that?”

In that same interview, hooks delves dﬁep}y into one of
her pivotal topics: self love and what it means for women
to love themselves and recognize that they are worthy of
commirment and that they do not deserve violence or
other oppressive acts in a relationship,

As hooks told ESSENCE magazine in another inter-
view, “I think the revolution needs to be one of self-esteem
because I feel we are all assaulted on all sides... I think
Black people need to rake self-esteem seriously.”

In the era of white MAGA GOP grievance, the fear of
lﬂsing the prioritization of whiteness and cis-het male-
ness has subsumed much of our political discourse,
which makes hooks’ work more crucial than ever and
}\Cr recent fifaih aﬂ d\e more pamflﬂ a IBSS_

Born Gloria Jean Watkins on September 25, 1952,
hDDkS bcg&n L]Slng hﬁf matﬁmal gf:a{'grmd!nﬂd'lﬂr,s
name as her pen name in 1976. She lowercased her name
to signify that she wanted people to focus on her books,
not “who I am,” as she Exp[ain:é in a talk at Rollins Col-
legein 2013,

Over the four decades of her writing, hooks wrote
continually about Black women, about feminism, about
the oppressive narure of parriarchy, and about how Black
men had embraced that even as they decried white impe-
rialism. In her 1981 feminist classic, “Ain’t I a Woman?
Black Women and Feminism, hooks deconstructed
a panoply of issues from slavery to the devaluation of

Black women and Black womanhood.

She wrote declaratively that “No other group in
America has so had their identity socialized out of ex-
istence as have Black women... When Black people are
rﬂ}.kﬁd abDl}I f_}\ﬂ ﬁ)m reﬂds to bﬂ on Blﬂck men; ﬂnd
when women are talked abour the focus tends to be on
white women.”

She wrote, “A devaluation of Black womanhood oc-
curred as a result of the sexual exploitation of Black
women during slavery that has not altered in the course
of hundreds of years.”

Later, in “Remembered Raprure: The Writer Ar
Work” hooks txpan(iﬁd that discourse, noting, “No
Black woman writer in this culture can write ‘too much’
Indeed, no woman writer can write ‘too much’ ... No
woman has ever written enough.”

True to her advice, hools was always writing more and
building on her previous ideas and theories. There is no
Iiisengaging of historical and cultural events in hooks’
work. She sees cverything Lﬁmugh a prism of contexts
that each impact each other—hence the violence of na-
tionalism cannot be divorced from domestic violence.
She could sce these links so clearly and write about them
with such clarity, precision, and accessibility, that the
reader was left convinced and educared.

In a 1995 conversation with digital activist and lyri-
cist John Perry Barlow, hooks said, “I have been thinking
about the notion of perfect love as being without fear,
and what that means for us in a world that’s becoming
increasingly xenophobic, tortured by fundamentalism
and nationalism.”

"We are in that time now, where the MAGA GOP has
combined fundamentalism and nationalism and added a
soupcon of xenophobia. The prescience of hooks' read-
ings of the Zeitgeist and the moment was a critical aspect
of her ocuvre as a writer and theorist.

‘This was true even of her own identity. Though many
people referred to hooks asa lesbian or gay, she preferred
queer. Dcscribing herself as “quecr—pa.s"gay,” hooks in-
serted the French word for not— "pas”—and said that
she chose thar term because being queer is “not who
yuu’re havingscx with, but about bting at odds with ev-
erything around it"

In an event at The New School on May 6, 2014 titled,
“a conversation with bell hooks,” the then-scholar-in-
residence at Eugene Lang College at The New School for
Liberal Arts spoke at length about this issuc.

She said, “As the essence ofqucer, I think of Tim Dean’s
work [the British queer theorist] on being queer and queer
not as being about who you're having sex with—that can
be a dimension of it—but queer as bﬁir\g about the self
that is at odds with everyd\ing around it, and it has to in-
vent and create an(i ﬁnd aplacﬁ o Spﬁak and to &mvﬁ ﬂn({
to live”

The details of hooks’ life helped build her perspective

and her feminist and queer theory. She was born and died
in Kentucky and often wrote about living in Appalachia
(a region which is often associated with whiteness), but
she lived most of her adult life elsewhere. She had several
degrees: a BA from Stanford University,an MA from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, and a PhD from the
University of California, Santa Cruz. She also worked
across the country as a professor ar the University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Cruz, San Francisco State University, Yale,
Oberlin College and City College of New York.

True to another of her sayings, “I will not have my life
narrowed down. I will not bow down to somebody else’s
whim or to someone else’s ignﬂra.nce,” hooks pubiished
pmﬁﬁcaﬂy,wid) over 30 books and dozens of chaptcrs and
essays in the books of others. Her publications included
the iconic “Feminist Theory: From Margin to Center”
(1984), “All About Love: New Visions” (2000), “Femi-
nism is for everybody: passionate politics” (2000), “We
Real Cool: Black Men and Maseulinicy” (2004), “Soul
Sister: Women, Friendship, and Fulfillmenc” (2005) and
“Whiting Beyond Race: Living Theory and Practice”
(2013). She also wrote several children’s books, including
“Homemade Love” (2002).

Among the issues hooks wrote about in her books was
the confluence of health, menmiweﬁnbeﬁ]g and racism. In
the last decade of her life, struggling with the renal disease
that ultimately killed her, she moved back to Kentucky.
On ;]Cl' return to hﬂr b'.‘fd\pjﬂﬂﬂ, hDDkS comparbd hﬂr
journey to that of author Wendell Berry. “Our trajectories
are very similar” hooks told PBS, “because he went out
to California, New York, the places that I too went, and
then felt that urge, that call ro home, thac it’s time t come
back.”

There are so many things to be said about hooks’ life
and work, so many visionary concepts she developed and
nurtured and expanded upon. But at her core, hooks was
always writing a pacan to love. She wanted love to equili-
brate the world, to miriga{c violence, to assuage the pain of
racism, misogyny, homop}]obia, classism.

In "Outlaw Culture: Resisting Representations,” hooks
wrote, “ The moment we choose to love we begin to move
agaiw dominartion, again.-t oppression. The moment we
choose to love we begin to move towards freedom, to act
in Ways fi’]ﬂ.t ﬁbﬁfﬂtﬁ DUISCJ.VCS and D[hﬁrs.”

Victoria A. Brownworth is a Pulitzer Pri d
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award-winning journalist whose work has appeared in the
New York Times, the Los Angefef Times, the Phxk’an'ﬂ!phia
Inquirer, Baltimore Sun, DAME, the Advecate, and Curve
among other publications. She is the Bay Area Reporters
television columnist. She was among the OUT 100 and is
the author and editor c_lfmarz than 20 books, indudmg the
Lambda Award- winning “Coming Out of Cancer: Wit-
ngs ﬁum the Leshian Cancer Eptb’ﬂm"f,” “Ordinary May-
hem: A Nevel”; and “Too Queer: Essays from a Radical
Life”

Portraits

Continued from page 1

itors a larger than life look at the leaders of the LGBTQ
Community in Boston.

At 60 Seaport Boulevard Boston, WS Development
presents a unique eye level installation of the portraits;

oﬂ“ﬁring viewers and patrons a close and intimate look
at the people that are featured in the exhibition.

You can sce the exhibition now through October 29.

Both installationsare on view [hmugiwut the month
of October in Commemoration of LGBTQ History
Month. This one-of-a-kind exhibit honors the rich his-
tory of Boston's LGBTQ+ community and the many
contributions the area’s LGBTQ+ leaders have made to

the advancement of LGBTQ+ rights in Massachusctts
and beyond.

The exhibition showcases portraits of Massachusetts’
top leaders in pubﬁc service, tn(reprtneurship, busi-
ness, law, and more, alongside a statement of what pride
means to them.

More
prideboston.org

information at hteps://www.portraitsof-
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Vaccines save lives & lessen symptoms.
Protect yourself & loved ones from COVID-19.

® g
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GET VACCINATED
AND BOOSTED.

Call Mayor’s Health Line 617-534-5050
to find a vaccine location.

boston.gov/covid-19
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Property Management » Realty » Development

Applications available now at Long Glen Rental Il LLC!

There are currently 2-bedroom units available. Conveniently located in
the Allston/Brighton area. Easy access to Green line MBTA and bus routes.

The following Minimum And Maximum Income
Qualifications apply to the 2-bedroom units:

Household size =~ Minimum Income | Maximum Income

2 Person $56,790 $67,320
3 Person $56,790 $75,720
4 Person $56,790 $84,120

Rentis set at $1,796.00 per month (subject to change annually).
Heat and hot water are included in the rent. Housing Assistance
Payment Vouchers are accepted and welcomed.

Long Glen Rental Il LLC is managed by Maloney Properties LLC.

Applications can be requested by mail to:
Long Glen Rental Il 1285 Commonwealth Ave.
Suite #B, Allston MA 02134.

or by email at

CITY of BOSTON  Ades |Cogimen Q) | Dot o — AlistonBrightoninfo@maloneyproperties.com @
or by phone at 617-782-8644. )

VOTE EARLY BOSTON

Saturday, October 22 - Friday, November 4, 2022

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22, -

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23 | N1 A.M. -7 P.M.
BCYF Paris Street Community Center

112 Paris Street, East Boston, MA 02128
BCYF Quincy Community Center

885 Washington Street, Chinatown, MA 02111
Thelma D. Burns Building

575 Warren Street, Dorchester, MA 02121
Another Course to College Cafeteria

612 Metropolitan Avenue, Hyde Park, MA 02136
Margarita Muniz Academy

20 Child Street, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130
Dewitt Center

122 Dewitt Drive, Roxbury, MA 02120
Boston Public Library -

Central Branch (Johnson Building)

700 Boylston Street, Back Bay, MA 02116
Jackson Mann School

500 Cambridge Street, Allston, MA 02134
Richard J. Murphy K-8 School Cafeteria

1 Worrell Street, Dorchester, MA 02122

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25|12 - 8 P.M.

Saint Nectarios Greek Church (Banquet Hall)
39 Belgrade Avenue, Roslindale, MA 02131
BCYF Tobin Community Center (Lower Level)
1481 Tremont Street, Roxbury, MA 02120

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27|12 -8 P.M.
Florian Hall

55 Hallet Street, Dorchester, MA 02122

The Institute of Contemporary Art Boston
25 Harbor Shore Drive, Boston, MA 02210

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29, -

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30 | 11 AM. -7 P.M.
Harvard/Kent Elementary

School Gymnasium

50 Bunker Hill Street, Charlestown, MA 02129
James F. Condon School Cafeteria

200 D Street, South Boston, MA 02127

BCYF Perkins Community

Center Gymnasium

155 Talbot Avenue, Dorchester, MA 02124
Mildred Avenue K-8 School Gymnasium

5 Mildred Avenue, Mattapan, MA 02126
BCYF Roche Community Center Gymnasium
1716 Centre Street, West Roxbury, MA 02132
Fenway Park (Gate A)

4 Jersey Street, Fenway, MA 02215

BCYF Shelburne Community

Center Gymnasium

2730 Washington Street, Roxbury, MA 02119
The Salvation Army Kroc Center

650 Dudley Street, Dorchester, MA 02125
Honan-Allston Branch Library
(Community Room)

300 North Harvard Street, Allston, MA 02134

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1|12 -8 P.M.

Saint Nectarios Greek Church (Banquet Hall)
39 Belgrade Avenue, Roslindale, MA 02131
BCYF Hyde Park Community Center

1179 River Street, Hyde Park, MA 02136

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3|12 - 8 P.M.

St. George Orthodox Church of Boston

55 Emmonsdale Road, West Roxbury, MA 02132
The Institute of Contemporary Art Boston

25 Harbor Shore Drive, Boston, MA 02210

BOSTON CITY HALL

WEEK 1| OCTOBER 24 - 28

Monday, October 24 |9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Tuesday, October 25 |9 am. - 8 p.m.
Wednesday, October 26 | 9 a.m. -5 p.m.
Thursday, October 27 | 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Friday, October 28 |9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

WEEK 2 | OCTOBER 31- NOVEMBER 4
Monday, October 31| 9 am. - 5 p.m.
Tuesday, November 1|9 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Wednesday, November 2 | 9 a.m. - 5p.m.
Thursday, November 3 |9 am. - 8 p.m.
Friday, November 4 |9 am. - 5 p.m.

boston.gov/ballot-dropboxes

=
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I was just the victim of the ol’ bait-and-switch. I went to
see a film the US distributors called “Blessed Boys” —alleg-
edly an LGBT film from Italy. My Iralian is good and I'm gay,
so it sounded like a match. It's my own fault that I didn’t look
up the name of this film in Italian. So, color me surpriq:d
when I got to the theatre and what came on the screen was
“La Santa Piccola”—literally translated as “The Little Sainc”
or “The Miracle Child”. Since the words “santa” and “piccola”
end with an “a”, the saint or child in question is agirl. No boy‘;,
no blessed, no nothing! In fact, there’s barsly agay ‘&toryline.
Still, I made the best of it, even if I continue to believe I was
bamboozled—which I dont believe easily translates into Iral-
ian!

The Anthony Rapp/Kevin Spacey wial is continuing
along, and several juicy revelations came out of the court-
room. | was shocked to hear the name John Barrowman.
Turns out, he was with Rapp when he met Spacey. But there
is a discrepancy in the two lads’ memory. Rapp states the first
time he went to Spacey’s apartment was for a party (where
the “incident” nccurmd); Barrowman states it was the first
night they met, after going to a gay bar—and I feel obligated
to remind you that Rapp was 14 and Barrowman was 19 (they
went to the same high school). According to Johnny, Kevin
was “flirty” and gave John a “gentle push” onto his bed. He
said that snmething sexual "might" have happened—except
Rapp was there. Stay tuned.

Everyone is paying tribute to Angela Lansbury, who died
just five days short of her 97th birchday. Bur, fear not—you
haven't seen the last ofAngic! She’ll be back on the big screen
before the end of the year in “Glass Onion: A Knives Out
Mystery”. And she'll be in good company—also in the cast is
the late Stephen Sondheim! We don’t know if they appear
together, but we do know they appear as themselves.

It bears noting that Lansbury was one of the first celeb-
rities to join forces in the fight against AIDS. Way back in
September of 1987, she headlined the first big AIDS benefic
in Chicago which raised over $1 million—and, trust me, not
a lot of stars were speaking out in the ‘80s! She also sent out
Christmas cards for “Aids for AIDS”, saying (in part), “This
illness is mbbing us of our friends and our futures. This dis-
ease knows no discrimination”.

I have one Angela Lansbury story worth sharing. My
friend Rick McKay was mnking his acclaimed dmumsntary,
"Bmadvmy: The Golden Age, |3y the Legends Who Were
There”. When he would come to LA to interview people, he
would stay with me. One day, he went to Angela Lansbury’s
house for an interview. He was a bit early and no one was
home. He returned to the car to wait and, shortly thereafter,
saw Angie pull into her driveway and get out of the car with
a gorgeous array of roses. He waited a few minutes and then
returned to her front door and rang the bell. Still no response.
He rang again, and La.nsbury appe:lrsd—in garden'mg loves
and holding pruning shears. “I'm sorry I didn't hear you—I
was in the backyard cutting some flowers for our interview.”
And then she proceeded to arrange the roses he had previ-
ously seen her walk in with! Well, a big Broadway star needs
props!

On last week’s “ Bﬂly Masters LIVE”, Michael Musto and I
caught up on current events and discussed the disappointmg
box office numbers for “Bros”. After our talk, it occurred to
me—Luke Macfarlane was also Michael Uric’s love inter-
est in Hallmark’s gay holiday flick, "Single All The Way”. This
begs the question—is Luke Macfarlane the only potential gay
leading man who has a lictle bit of a name? We also chatted
with author James Gavin about his fantastic biography about
George Michacl. You can pick up “George Michacl—A Life”
where fine books are sold. And if you buy the book, you'll
read some juicy anecdotes which include yours truly!

Our next “Billy Masters LIVE” has a bit of a twist. I'll be
charting with singers Nicolas King and Seth Sikes, who are

touring as “The New Belters” (look it up). As you know, our

show typically airs live on Thursdays at 3PM Eastern. But this
week, I have a scheduling conflict. I considered pre-taping the
show...but then it wouldn’t be “live”. So on Tuesday, October
18¢h, we'll be live at 6PM Eastern. And ifynu miss it, we'll re-
run it on Thursday at our usual time. BillyMasters.com/TV
or on YouTube.com/BillyMastersT V. See you there!

Ocrober is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. So Jonathan
Bennett decided it was time to get a mammogram! This is
not as far-fercched as you may think. One in every 100 breast
cancer cases are diagnosed in men, Bennetts spouse, the love-
ly Jaymes Vaughan, had such a scare a few years ago. Since
early detection is the best protection, Bennetr thought an
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. So he plopped
a pound of pecs in a vise and had them checked out. You can
see the process on BillyMasters.com. P.S. He's fine.

Madonna made some headlines last week via TikTok
(which all the kids love). She was preparing to throw a pair
of pink panties into the trash can. The caption on the screen
said, “If I miss, I'm Ga}'!”. And then she appearsd to miss the
trash can on purpose. Oh, that little minx. None of this was
news to Cassandra Peterson, who always surfaces around
this time of the year. Elvira's alter ego said, “I wasn't shocked.
She has always painted herself as sexually fluid. Madonna ac-
tually hit on my girlﬁ.’iend in the past!” I have so many ques-
tions—the current girlfricnd? And how far in the past? Eh,
T've already lost interest.

The pandemic did not slow down The Go-Go’s. A docu-
mentary. A new single. A couple of books. A tour. Induction
into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. It’s been a busy time for
rockers who have twice announced retirement plans. But lead
singer, Belinda Carlisle, has also enjoyed a successful solo ca-
reer—far more prolific than the band, in fact. That she rarely
tours in the US is due to her Iivingabmad (to say nnthing of
her obligatiﬂni as a Go-Go). Happily, she didn’t fm’g&t her
hometown and included Los Angeles as part of an upcoming
mini-tour. On October 27th, Belinda will appearat the Saban
Theater in Beverly Hills—one of the area’s best concert ven-
ues. There is not a bad seat in the house. Belinda’s opening act
will be my bon ami, Gabe Lopez (Who, in addition to bsi.ng
a performer, also produced Carlisle’s last few efforts). Grab
your tickets at WhereMusicMeetsTheSoul.com.

Gloria Estefan is celebrating a landmark. She’s now in the
company of psopl: like Cher, Diana Ross, Barbra Strei-
sand, and even (&.I_EEH Elizabeth II. Yes, Gloria Estefan has
her own Barbie doll! “Overjoyed is pretty much the word.
T've gotren every award that you could possibly imagine. But
somehow this was so incr:dibly spe:ial for me, maybt because
1 playsd with Barbie since I was a kid, a little gtrl, and she’san
American icon!” Tt was important to Gloria that everything
about her doll be perfect. “I actually sent them my thigh high
boots and my jacket so that they could see the detail. That
jewelry, the micmphone, we made sure the hair was righ[, that
she represented me in the way that was important to me. And
I'm just beyond thrilled.”

Those clever people at Mattel are always thinking. Just
when you thought theyd done it all—complete with 2019
Wheelchair Barb‘[t—they’ve unveiled a new line that fills an
untapped market. We now have Barbies and Kens who wear
hearing aids, have prmthetic limbs, and even suffer from vit-
iligo! According to a spokesperson, the Barbie sporting an
over-the-car hearing aid is the most requested of the variety.

Quando parlo di bambole (when I'm talking about dolls),
it's definitely time to end yet another column. Why doesn't
Mattel come out with a Jada Pinkert Smith doll? Then
you've got a doll of color that has alopecia. A win/win. Just
a thought. Before someone slaps me, check out www.Billy-
Masters.com—the site that won't cost you an arm or a leg,
If you have a question, send it to Billy@BillyMasters.com
and I promise to get back to you before Anthony Rapp usesa
Barbie to show where Spacey touched him! Until next time,
remember, one man’s filth is another man’s bible.
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John Barrowman

A ‘#”

BN T IIlIlIIlI‘I

Glorla Estefan doll
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Barry Sharpless of Scripps Research for
their work on “click chemistry,” ways that
molecules can snap together quickly and
cleanly, leading to new ways of testing for
infectious diseases and targeting tumors.
Bertozzi is only the 59th woman to win
a Nobel (versus more than 800 men), and
she’s also a lesbian mom raising three sons
with her spouse. She’s spoken out about
the obstacles she’s faced as both a lesbi-
an and a woman and the need to create
positive change throughour the scientific
community.

Svante Piibo, a Swedish geneticist who
founded the Max Planck Institute for
Evolutionary Amhropnlngy in Leipztg,
Germany, won this year’s Nobel Prize in
Physiology or Medicine on October 3
for his discoveries about the genomes of
extinct hominins and human evolution.
His work has implications for both medi-
cine and for how we understand aspects
of anthropology and society. Piibo is also
a bisexual dad who came out in his 2014
book, “Neanderthal Man: In Search of
Lost Genomes.”

It should not be surprising that people
in the LGBTQ community have made
STEM,

as they have to every other human en-

qigniﬁcant contributions  to
deavor. While there’s not necessarily
anything “queer” about their work, our
world would be poorer withour it. The
many STEM-themed, LGBTQ—inelusive
children’s books published this year thus
come at a propitious time. Let’s explore.

Picture Books

“Something Great” written and il
lustrated by Jeanerte Bradley (Levine
Querido) stars Quinn, a nonbinary child
who has created Snmething Great in their
workshop. It might look like a plastic
half—gallon milk borttle on a string, but
Quinn and a new friend find that it can

qwing, spin, lift, keep a beat, and more,

gently shnwing simple physical principles.
Quinn’s sister and mother ask what it is
“supposed” to be, but to Quinn, “It was
. itself. Something Great.” Brad-

just . .
ley’s warm mixed-media illustrations add
to the appeal of this story about STEM
thinking, friendship, and believing in
your creations.

“The Blanket Where Violet Sits,” by
Allan Wolf, illustrated by Lauren Tobia
(Candlewick), stars a girl having a star-
gazing picnic with her two parents, one
of ambiguﬂus gender and the other with
a small beard. In gentle rhymes, our per-
spective zooms out from the blanket
where they sit to encompass the park, the
city, and on to the whole universe, as Vio-
let peers through her telescope, guided
by a book about space. The perspective
then slides back down to our planet and
the park, where the parents tuck a now-
sleepy Violer under her blanket. Abso-
lutely lovely.

"Miguel’s Community Garden,” by
JaNay Brown-Wood, illustrated by Sa-
mara Hardy (Peachtree), features a boy
with two dads who wants sunflowers
for his garden party. Each page gives
one characteristic of a sunflower (e.g., it
“has yellow petals”), then shows Miguel
encountering a plant that doesn’t quite
match. Finally, he spots some sunflow-
ers that fit the characteristics! He and
his dads celebrate with a garden party. A
cheerful book showing readers how to be
carcful observers.

Middle Grade Books

"Long Distance,” by Whitney Gard-
ner (Simon & Schuster), is a graphic
novel with a btg dose of humor. When
9-year-old Vega and her dads move to a
new city, her dads enroll her in a summer
camp to help her make friends. Vega soon
discovers strange happenings there, how-
ever. She applies her astronomy skills to
help solve the mystery, as other campers
contribute their various STEM rtalents,
but the camp’s secret is something none
of them could have predicted. Inset pan-

els focus on various STEM concepts, but
the book offers just as many lessons about
friendship.

“The Trouble With Robots” by Mi-
chelle Mohrweis (Peachtree), is told from
the alternating perspectives of two eighth-
grade girls. Evelyn, who is autistic and
bisexual (and has two moms), wants to
lead the school roboties team to a cham-
pionship but doesn’t think her teammates
have much to offer. Newcomer Allie has
trouble controlling her anger, so the prin-
cipal offers her a last chance to prove her-
self, in the roboties classroom. When the
team’s existence is threatened, however,
the two must work together to save it. Al-
lie also comes to realize she is asexual and/
or aromantic; two secondary boy charac-
ters are also datingeach other. Mohrweis,
a STEM educator, weaves in information
about robotics, gender bias in STEM, and
more, but keeps it a character-driven story
with some unexpected twists.

For older titles, ineluding biographies
of queer STEM icons as well as books
about animals with diverse family struc-
tures and approaches to gender, visit
my Database of LGBTQ Family Books
and More and filter by the “STEM” tag
(mombian.com/database).

For resources to make STEM class-
roOms more LCBTQineluqive, visit Gen-
der Inclusive Biology (genderinclusivebi-
ology.com) and the Queer Mathematics
Teacher
com).

(thequeermathemaricsteacher.

‘These books and resources are welcome
ways of helping the younger generation,
LGBTQ and not, sce LGBTQ people and
those with LGBTQ parents among the
STEM innovators of the future. They also
happily show that books with LGBTQ
characters don’t need to be “about” their
LGBTQ identities. Share them with the
young people in your lives.

Dana Rudolph is the founder and pub-
lisher cf Mombian  (mombian.com), a
GLAAD Media Award-winning blog and
resource divectory, with a searchable data-
base of 1000+ LGBTQ family books, mn-

sic, and maore.

‘s | RICHARD SILVERMAN, M.D.
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Bay Windows welcomes
letters to the editor.
Al letters must be signed
and accompanied by a
mailing address and phone

number. Because of space
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ProviDING QUALITY
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
to the BosTON AREA

D’S ELECTRIC

REsIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
FRrREE ESTIMATES
24 Hour SERvICE

Dedicated to Customer Service since 1971

617.542.2000
www.ds-electric.com

Mass License #14580A

sSpring Gleaning

For All Seasons

limitations, letters should
not be more than 200 words.

RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY
OFFICES IN NEWTON AND BOSTON
617-965-9500 « WWW.RICKSILVERMAN.COM
CERTIFIED BY THE

AMERICAN BOARD OF PLASTIC SURGERY

oTrustworthy cleaning services to meetyour needs
*Houses, apariments and commercial
Schedule that works best for you,

weekly, bi-weekly, ormonthly
All roufine housework, plus special dean-up jobs
*Owner supervised cleaning crew and ensures quality
Excellent references and competitive rates

o Cleaning hy Judy

617-895-1412

WAL, (4 CONMoooooo0o000
617.460.2532 < info@lynngrahamdesigns.com

event invitations ¢ save - the - dates ¢ wedding programs
custom wedding invitations o wedding menus ¢ escort cards
social slationery o address labels o announcement cards

90000000000 WWWM

Check us out online @ BAYWINDOWS.COM
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Don’t stress.
There’s more

than enough
Gigto go
around.

With everything you're doing at home, you
need supersonic WiFi that can keep up.

When it comes to the best in-home WiFi, Xfinity really does it big—with Gig. You'll get
supersonic WiFi with speeds faster than a Gig to power a houseful of connected devices,
even when everyone's online. So everyone in your home can Internet their heart out. We're
talking gaming, streaming, video-chatting, all at once! Unbeatable Internet. Made to do
anything so you can do anything.

%\\ 1-800-xfinity xfinity.com @ Visit a store today xfl n Ity



