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MOMBIA

Three recent memoirs offer dif-
tering looks at queer families.

"The Family Outing: A Mem-
oir,” by Jessi Hempel (HarperOne).
Jessi Hempel came out as a lesbian
in college. Then her father was
outed as gay, her sister came out
as bisexual, and their brother came
out as a trans man, Yet their collec-
tive queerness is not in itself what
caused their White, middle-class
tamily to fracture. Hempel explores
what did, a legacy of secrets and past
traumas, and how, over years, they
managed to heal.

by Dana Rudolph | drud:
contributing writer

Three Recent Memoirs Chart Queer Families

Hempel’s mother lived with de-
pression, bound up with a traumatic
experience of her youdl invofving
an infamous serial killer. Her behav-
ior was often unpredictable, puz-
zling and disturbing to young Jessi.
Her father, raised by a conservative
Christian father, was often absent
on business. One can see the cracks
in her parents’ relationship [nng be-
fore her father came out, and the
behaviors the children adopted to
protect themselves.

see MEMOIRS, page 5
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My Family’s RIVF Story

[ write a lot about other peoples
family stories in this column, but this
time, I'm sharing the experience my
now-spouse and I had with recipro-
cal IVF (my egg; her womb). I hope
it offers some insight and inspiration
to others pursuing a similar path.

Preparation

Helen and I had been together
for eight years, but focused on our
careers, before we decided to starc a
family in the carly aughts. We knew

see RNF, page 3

The children whose photos and
words appear in "True You: A Gen-
der Journey” by educator Gwen
Agna and photojournalist Shelley
Rotner (Clarion), are "Gils, boys,
neither, both, or just not sure” They
are strong, creative, curious, kind,
and more, with different ways of
showing who they are,

NIt‘S \IP to YO\I'—‘hDW YD\I FCCL hDW

Real Children Share Gender Identities and
Expressions in New Picture Book

you dress, how you act, how you play,
learn, and love” Agna and Rotneras-
sure readers, adding, "People might
think your body is a clue to who you
are. It is what you chink that mat-
ters.”

‘We are then introduced to a num-
ber of trans, nonbinary, and cis kids,

see GENDER, page 8 [LSis

A Lesbian Mom’s Thoughts on Coming Out

Coming out is often described as
an ongoing journey. As parents, it is
a journey we take with our children.
For Narional Coming Out Day,
coming up on October 11, here area
FCW d]iﬂgs l’vc i{'arnﬁd along d]C Wﬂy

I first came out well before I
became a parent, but parenthood
shone a big spotlight on our family
structure, Right from the start, as we

were creating our family via recipro-

cal IVF (my cgg, my spousc’s womb),
we were by necessity out to doctors,
nurses, receptionists, and lawyers, not
to mention colleagues and HR staff
atour rﬁspective Cmpl[)yers’ as we ar-
rangﬁd {Emdy ICRVC. [ ;]3(; bﬂﬁnﬂm at
work, bur this expanded the circle of
those who knew, and L hoped the vis-
ibility would pave the way for others.

see COMING OUT, p.age 7

New law aims to make California
haven for transgender youth

By Adam Beam
Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP)—A
new law aims to stop other states from
punishing children who come to Cali-
fornia for tmnsgmcicr surgeries and
Dt})er gendtr-aﬂrlrming care, a move
that will intensify conflicts berween
Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom and

other Republican governors amid the

country’s escalating culture war.
Newsom signed the law on Thurs-
day, but it won't take effece untl
January. I is designed to stop Texas
and other conservative states from
removing children from parents who
auDW (E‘Cm to receive chnder Bmfm—
ing" health care, defined as "medically
necessary health care that respects the
gender identity of the patient, as expe-
rienced and defined by the patient.”

That would include hormone thera-
Py to suppress sccondary sex character-
istics and other treatments "to align the
patient’s appearance or physical body
with the patient’s gender identicy."

The law will block out-of-state sub-
poenas, stop health pmvidcrs from
sharing information with out-of-state
entities related to gender-affirming

see GALIFORNIA, page 11

There’s even more “Hocus Pocus” news. Disney

has gone from having no interest in the property to

wanting to ex
Pocus: On Broadway

and its audience. Why not “Hocus
?? Why not,

indeed. The musical will be based

on the first movie and, while

the

re no plans for the

origixml trio to star in it,

there’s nothing to say
they couldn’.

more in Billy Masters on page 6!
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SCOTUS LGBT preview

By Lisa Keen
Keen News Service

The US. Supreme Court sometimes makes
signiﬁcant moves Iong before it hears arguments
in a case. Such is true in a blockbuster LG-
BTQ case pending before the court in its newly
opened 2022-23 session.

In the appeal, 303 Creative v. Elenis, the anti-
LGBTQ group Alliance Defending Freedom
asked the court to decide whether a business
could claim a religious exemption to a state law
prohibiting discrimination based on sexual ori-
entation in pub[ic accommodations. The court
declined to answer that qucstinn but, instead, ac-
cepted the appeal to answer a different question:
whether a business could claim a Free Speech
right to discriminate.

"This is a case aboutr commercial conduct, not
speech,” said Mary Bonauto, GLAD civil righ:s
project director and lead author of a brief urging
the court to rule that the Free Speech clause does
not exempt businesses from cnmplying with
public accommodation laws.

By examining the Free Speech claim, the court
is secting up its eventual decision to have "far
broader implicatinns” thana re[igious exemption
to civil rig}\ts laws, said ACLU attorney Amanda
Shanor at a Federalist Society preview Septem-
ber 21. And as Kelsi Corkran, Supreme Court
Director at the Institute for Constitutional Ad-

vocacy and Protection, said at a Georgetown
Law preview, the narrowing of the question will
enable the court to decide whether any business
can simply articulate "any reason” to refuse serv-
ing customers because of their sexual orienta-
tion, race, gender, or other protected status.

"If there is a Free Speech right to selectively
choose her customers based on the messages [che
web dcsigner] wants to endorse,” said Corkran,
“I assume that WOUJ.d ﬂpp;y to any pTD(CCCCd
characteristic. I think it would apply to a white
supremacist who doesn't want to provide servic-
es to people of color”

That was the assessment of several legal ex-
perts on a number of different pands examining
the 2022-23 Supreme Court docket. The new
session began October 3, and most panels iden-
tified the LGBTQ public accommodations case
as one of the session’s four major conflicts, Oth-
ers include voting rights, gerrymandcring, and
affirmative action.

So far, 303 Creative is also among several LG-
BTQ-related cases the Supreme Court might
take up this session:

303 Creative v. Elenis —This case, which has
been accepted for argument (probably in De-
cember), could allow any business in the public
marketplace (hotels, restaurants, bakeries, web
&:signers, {:tc.) to refuse service to a customer
by claiming to have some personal objection to
treating that customer the same as all others.

While this case is based on a desire to refuse web
design services to same-sex couples, it could un-
dermine civil rig?\[s for the wide range nfptnpie
protected by anti-discrimination laws. It pits a
one-person web design company against Colo-
rado laws (represented by state Awomney Gen-
cral Aubrey Elenis). The appeal scems a strange
one for the court to have accepted, in that no
same-sex couple has sought the web designer’s
services. As {ongtimc marriage cquaiity attorney
Evan Wolfson puts it, the case "doesn’t even pres-
ent a true case or controversy and ought not to
be before the Court.” The fact that the court has
taken the appeal suggests the 6-3 conservative
majority has decided to aggressivciy pursue the
right-wing agenda.

Shannon Minter, legal director for the Na-
tional Center for Lesbian Righ:s, said he finds
the court’s question limit to Free Speech "ex-
tremely troubling.”

"The court framed the question to presuppose
that designing a website for money in a business
open to the gcneml public is ‘artistic expression’
rather than an Drdinary commercial service,” said
Minter. "That isa radical departure from existing
law. It’s one thing for the court to change the law.
It’s another for the court to do so surrepritiously
by framing the question in such a highly loaded
ﬂndﬂDVCi WBY-”

Boston College Law School Professor Kent
Greenwood, at an American Constitution So-

ciety preview, said he believes the court will rule
for the web artist.

"I have no doubt which way the court will
decide. The court is exp;mdjng both its under-
sranding of what speech is and its protection of
it,’ said Greenwood. "Though facially a speech
case and not a religion clause case, the case fits
comfnrtabiy in the court’s bmadening effort to
expand religious protections for religious people
...especially those religions that are evangelical
and mainstream. The court is increasingly solici-
tous of religion claims.”

Klein v. Oregon: This is a copycat case on a
repeat appeal, and the Supreme Court has not
yet indicated whether it will take it up. In Klein
v. Oregon, the Oregon Court of Appeals ruled
thar a baker could not cite her religious beliefs
in order to violate a state law that prohibits dis-
crimination based on sexual orientation in pub-
lic accommodations.

The US. Supreme Court vacated that state
decision in 2019 and asked the lower court to
reconsider the case "in light of” Masterpiece
Cakeshop v. Colorado. Oregon did and came
back with the same decision: A baker could not
claim a Free Exercise of religion right to violate
a state law against discrimination in public ac-
commodations.

Florida v. NetChoice: In this case, Florida
appeals to defend its newly passed law that
stops social media from "censoring users based
on viewpoint.” LGBTQ groups say that social
media groups should be able to ban hate speech

because, "Without adequate content modera-

see SCOTUS, page 11

Thanks to our combined powerful industry
sales power we can provide our clients
the best deals and rates in the Business.

TAR TRAVEL SERVICES

is extremely proud to have been a part of
this Community for 40 years this Summer.
We are now part of the Tzell Travel Group,
a conglomerate of Travel Agencies in
New England providing extraordinary travel

services throughout New England and beyond.

~ a TRAVEL

BHEVICES

5 STAR TRAVEL SERVICES

One Appleton Street, Boston MA 02116 | 2ND Floor

617-536-1999

TZELL

NEW ENGLAND




Continued from page 1

almost immediately that we wanted to do recip-
rocal in vitro ferdlization (RIVF), with Helen
carrying my eggs, so that we could both be a part
of the process in a physical way. I'm a few years
youngcr, SO wWe uSCd my “frcshﬁf”:ggs.

We then juggled healthcare, insurance, and
law. First, we talked with our regular doctor
and got physicals. She referred us to a fertil-
ity practice. I also approacf\ed my employer’s
health insurance provider to be sure that IVF
was covered—at $20,000 per attempt, we
couldn'’t have done it otherwise. We had to pay
for the sperm ourselves, Lhough, at about $300
pﬂf fl'y.

Next stop was the lawyer to make sure none
of the paperwork we had to sign at the clinic
would waive either of our rights, since it was set
up for egg donors who would not be parenting
[{']C Chlid WC aISQ up(iated our Wiuj and pawcrs
of attorney just in case.

Ac the same time, we started looking at on-
line caralogs from sperm banks. We wanted an

ENRICH.

ENGAGE.
TOGETHER.

anonymous donor who would have no possible
iega{ claim to the child. Luokingback, we might
have considered a donor who was "willing to be
known” when the child turned 18, but we un-
fortunately didn’t know this was a possibility.
We've always been open with our son about his
origins, however, and told him what we know
of the donor. Mostly, we wanted someone
;]mlf_hy_bm [hat Stiﬂ Iﬁﬁ a {Dt D{ Chﬂicﬁs. WC
were almost driven to putting printouts of the
finalists’ profiles on the floor and choosing the
one the cat sat on. (Ultimately, we made the call
ourselves.)

Feeling the Egg-citement

Then began the real atcemprs. We met with
the fertility doctor and bmught home a iargc
paper gr{)ccry bﬂg {uﬁ DF medicines ﬂnd nee-
dles. So. Many. Needles. Helen needed to take
hormones to prepare the lining of her uterus to
receive the egg. I needed hormones to produce
many eggs at once instead of the usual one per
month. (I'm not going to spccify medications
here; there are different protocols in use and
I'm not a doctor, so this isn’t a recommenda-
tion for anything specific.)

-

= Onsite rehabilitation services

Goddard Heuse offers residents enriching everyday experiences
aimed at promoting independence, inspiring curiosity -
and encouraging connection with others

Spacious studio, one & owo bedroom apartments
Concierge-style services & wellness offerings
EnrichedLIFE experiences & adventures

Olmsted Memory Support programs backed by research
and designed ro trear the symproms of Alzheimer’s discase
= Award-winning brain healthy cuisine

= Expansive dining, fitness, rechnology & outdoor ameniries

= SAGLECare Accreditation for LGBT Cultural Competency
* Unique short-term and rrial stay oprion with “ne minimum
stay” requirement! Stay as long or as short as you need.

[ sageey |

g

GODDARD

Helen started with a "test cycle” of hormone
pills to make sure her uterus responded ap-
propriarcfy, then I went on birth control piﬂs
to synch my CyCIC With i’]CrS. I Stiﬁ lﬂugh ﬁbﬂut
the fact that the first time I ever went on birth
control was in order to have a child.

I then gave myself daily injections in my bel-
ly for several weeks. The needles were tiny and
nearly painless, though there was definitely a
mental barrier to get over. I began to feel a lictle
bloated as my ovaries grew.

Helen began with a daily injection via small
nﬁﬂdiﬂs, ﬂn& thﬂﬂ ﬂnﬂthﬂf F[)r a chk or so via
a 2-inch needle in her backside, which I had to
give her. (It was a bonding experience.) This
was in a thick, sesame-oil base and caused some
SOTEncss.

We also both went to the clinic every other
morning at 6 a.m. for blood tests and ultra-
sounds. We'd cut our caffeine for the duration,
so that was rough, but we figured it was good
preparation for parenthoofi.

My final injection, to release the cggs. had to
be exactly 36 hours before my clinic appoint-
ment, when I went briefly under general anes-

thetic and woke up (babbling incoherently, I'm

Bay Windows | October 6, 2022 | Page 3

told) with the cggs painlessly removed.

The clinic then fertilized the eggs with the
sperm we'd had shipped to them. Five days later
they inserted the embryos via a tube into Hel-
en’s uterus, They usually inserc more than one
for IVF—this boosts the chances of any onc
succeeding, bur at the risk of multiple births.
The doctors recommended how many, based
on {']DW d’le CmbrYDS WEre dCVCiDping, bll( thﬁ
final choice was up to us. This was the most
difhcule question we faced after selecting the
Sperm dﬂnof.

We then waited for the results—a looong 10
days, especially since over-the-counter preg-
nancy tests didn't work with I'VF and we had to
go to the clinic for ablood test instead. The firsc
time didn’t succeed.

If at First...

None of our remaining embryos had been
gO‘X{ Cnﬂugh to {fCEZE,SO we S[ar[e& Rgain Ffom
scratch. We chose a different donor, in case the
Spﬁrm was f;]e Pfﬂbiﬁm. ?D impmvﬁ ngquahty,
I also took an additional medication, which re-

see RNF, page 10
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contributing writer

Sen. Mitch McConnell, whose ruthless scheming
packed our federal courts with wildly unrepresenta-
tive radical conservatives, is at least sensible enough to
despise Donald Trump and support federal election
reform. For chis, Trump threatened McConnell on
Truth Social and hurled a racist nickname at McCon-
nell's wife Elaine Chao.

Republicans’ internal feuding may be entertaining,
burt they remain on the threshold of retaking Con-
gress.

Before she was Trump’s Transportation sccretary,
Chao was George W. Bush’s Labor secretary. T was a
computer specialist at the Labor Department in those
days, and [ worked on a few procurement panels. One
of them involved a set-aside for an Alaska Native-
owned business. The department loved its award cere-
monies, and T was the designated recipient of a plaque
from Sec. Chao on behalf of our panel for doing as we
were mandated.

There I stood onstage next to Elaine Chao in the
Great Hall of the Frances Perkins Building accept-
ing a meaningless award. During her years at Labor,
Chao never put a foot wrong in public. She did make
an unfortunate suggestion that the Blacks In Govern-
ment Choir sing "My Old Kentucky Home” for her
husband at her swearing-in, but that was quiedy swat-
ted down.

Much of what cabiner secretaries do is ceremonial.
They are Weﬁ dTESSEd, WEu Coiﬁed, aﬂd SPCSI( Fﬂ)m
prepared texts. A sociopath like Trump who goes off-
script—who says the quiet part out loud—horrifies

GOP’s genteel complicity in madness

Despising Trump while aiding him eams no credit
by Richard J. Rosendall | rrosendall@starpower.net

‘Washington insiders. This is why Chao resigned as
Transportation secretary after Trump incited an insur-
rection at the Capitol. But she willingly served until
a couple of wecks before his term ended. She would
have served the country better by staying and invoking
the 25th Amendment against him, since he still had
the nuclear launch codes while bcing insane,

I am not prepared to reward McConnell or Chao
for their complicity in anti-democratic mischief just
because they are genteel enough to draw the line ac
insurrection.

Therc yﬂu ;IBV: American VQKCTS’ dﬂﬁmmﬂ in a nut-
shell.

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis may perform tolerably
after a hurricane, though the chubiicans in Florida’s
congressional delegation all voted against FEMA aid
they will likely boast of later. But Republicans contin-
ue to deny the global warming that intensifies tropi-
cal storms. Then-Congressman DeSantis in 2013 op-
posed federal aid after Hurricane Sandy which he now
CHEEFIY acCCpts ﬂ{tﬂf H\lrri(‘anﬂ lan.

The malignancy of these hypocrites has long been
in plain view. So why do millions of voters continue
to support them? The straightforward, if unpleasant,
answer—to borrow a line from Will Rogers—is that
politicians represent their constituents.

Republicans only need a net gain of a few House
seats and a single Senate seat to regain control of those
bodies. A Republican Senate will confirm no Biden ju-
dicial nominees; :h:y will hold judg:ships vacant for
the next Republican president. A Repubfican House,

bﬁnf on rﬁVEngﬁ fﬂd]er than anything Rscmbiing {hﬁ
people’s business, will use manufactured grievances to
grind government to a halt with purely partisan inves-
tigations. It will impeach not only President Biden but
Attorney General Garland. As fora iegisfativ: agcnda,
a Republican Congress will essentially atcemprt to re-
peal every bit of social progress since 1862.

A lot of people react to this by expressing disgust
with politics generally. But the problem is not general,
it is overwhelmingly Republican,

Numerous Republican candidates embrace the lie
that only elections they win are legitimate. If they win
this time, they will use any means necessary to perpet-
uate their power indefinitely,

Republicans are epitomized by Texas Gov. Greg
Abbott, who is resolutely anti-abortion and pro-gun.
He cares no more about the reproductive health of
women than the safery of schoolchildren.

Sen. Ron Johnson of Wisconsin scoffs at the afore-
mentioned insurrection as a non-issue, opposcs mar-
riage equalicy legislation after initially supporting it,
and arttacks his Democratic challenger, Lt. Gov. Man-
dela Barnes, for being progressive, Progressives often
SCEM MOTE eager to propose reforms than to win major-
ity support for them; bur they are trying to help people,
in stark contrast with Republicans.

Republicans’ talk of fiscal conservatism conflicts
with their record of massive tax cuts and their demands
for ever-greater defense spemiing. America already is
the greatest military power in the world. The limited
utilicy of our arsenal against, say, a Russian madman
with nuclear weapons is now all too evident.

Why worry about foreign threats while ignoring the
iooming threat here at home? We must vote as if our
constitutional republic is on the line, because it is.

Richard J. Rosendall is a writer and activist at rrosen-
dall@me.com.

Capyright © 2022 by Richard J. Resendall. All rights

reserved.
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by Judah Leblang
. contri buting writer
L

I was lying on a gurney ac Massachusetts General
Hospital, my stomach gurgling and growling after two
days with virtually no food: one day of a liquid diet con-
sisting of chicken broth and unsweetened lime-green
Jell-O, and a second day of no food, limited water, and
massive quantities of a toxic mixture of Gatorade and
Miralax.

After spending most of one evening and the fol-
lowing morning ensconced in the bathroom, T shakily
walked over to the hospital for my once-in-a-decade co-
lon scope, one I'd been putting off for several years due
to Covid, other health challenges, and creative avoid-
ance.

Now I was emptied of excuses, energy, and bodily flu-
ids, as I waited impatiently to get the show on the road.
Finally, after a 90-minute wait, a nurse ushered me back
to the pre-op suite, where I changed into a white hos-
pital johnnic and stretched out under a heated blanker.

Managinﬂw NIJy Conditions

dahleblang.com

Soon, a nurse was going over my list of medications:
various supplements like Co-Q10 along with low-dose
meds for high blood pressure, cholesterol, and prostate.
H[ sce YDU hﬂvﬁ hﬂﬂr[ di—sﬁase,” [he nurse Sﬂid mﬂfftr—ﬂ{—
factly, which I didn’t want to hear before going into an
Dpﬁrﬂting room (cvcn Eﬂr a rdﬂﬂvﬁly Sﬂ{ﬁ PIDEC&BR).

Some background: My facher, a hard-driving Type A
engincer, had a massive heart attack at 44, followed by
a quadruple bypass at 60, and a sccond fatal heart at-
tack at 61. Since childhood, I've exercised, watched my
diet, and done everything I could to minimize my risks.
Yet, two years ago, after a calcium scan, I discovered my
faulty genes had caught up with me: I had significant
plaque in two arteries and needed to take a statin to re-
duce my already low cholesterol and to lessen my risk of
ahearrattack.

Now, back at Mass General, I was relieved to finally
roll into the operating room, where I was finally given

a much-nceded sedative—two hours of waiting had
mﬂdﬂ me nCrVDuS—En‘; time grew Shppery End Vﬂguﬁ;
half-an-hour passed and it was over.

As they were wheeling me out, the doctor mentioned
that the procedure went well and that they found one
small polyp, which he removed and sent out for biop-
sy. It all sounded routine; I would be notified within
14 days of the results. Still groggy from the sedative, I
couldn’t reaﬁy gauge my risk. As I was getting dressed,
the nurse mentioned that small poiyp, and that it was
quite common to find one.

Now, a few days later, I wonder if I'm abour to dodge
(or ger dinged by) another buller. My mind is clear
enough to know that there are no guarantees, and that
life as I age scems to call for the management of an ever-
growing list of conditions.

Last year I had surgery for a spot of melanoma on
my upper arm along with the removal of several lymph
nodes; 15 years ago, I had a smaller melanoma on my
chest. T have physicians watching my prostate, dry eyes,
hﬁﬁft, ﬂnd now my CD{DH.

So there I was, and here I am, a 65-year-old man who
has outlived his uncle, father, brother, and several other
relatives, who is pressing up against the glass ceiling of
his known world. Am I healthy? Am I'sick?

Or am I simply in the reality of life in my 60s in a
mortal body, one that doesn’t come with a warranty or
amoncy-back guarantee?

Judah Lebfang is a Boston based writer, teacher, and
storyteller. He will be performing bis one-man show "It’s
Now or Never” at the Beacon Hill Friends House in Bos-
ton on Sunday October 23 at 4 PM. Tickets ($15) and
maore info ar: https://lnma/mow-or-never-judah22
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Memoirs
Continued from page 1

Jessi came out as a lesbian when in college,
but it is her father being outed that set their
family on the road to being torn apart, even as
cach person’s long-ingrained habits sometimes
made things worse. Yet when things scemed ir-
reparable, "improbably, we grew into a family
again—a different kind of family, reflecting a
new set of values,” Hempel tells us.

How they did so forms the weave of the nar-
rative, which Hempel bases on her own remem-
brances as well as discussions with each of her
family members during the COVID pandemic.
She tells of her father’s coming out with gusto
after being outed; her and her sister’s involve-
ment with COLAGE (the organization for
those with LGBTQ parents); her brother’s
transicion, her own relationships and those of
her siblings; and her mother, who attempts
to dic by suicide, eventually tuming what she
learns through therapy into a way to help oth-
ers. She shows how she and her siblings found

their ways back to each other and to their par-
ents, and even had children of their own. Per-
haps most strikingly, she shows how their being
queer, and the personal searching and commu-
nity connections that this led them to, was ulti-
mately a tool for healing.

This is a memoir of family secrets, hidden, re-
vealed, and reconciled. It is a story of personal
growth and change, of grief and healing, fam-
ily and community. Not all families look like
theirs, bur it will be a rare person who will not
gain something from their story.

"Crybaby,” by Cheryl E. Klein (Brown Paper
Press). Cheryl E. Klein, a failed perfectionist
and successful hypochondriac, wanted a baby
with her partner—burt instead encountered
infertility, miscarriage, breast cancer at age 35,
and separation. Despite the betrayals of her
own body and the echoes of the past (such as
her own mother’s death from cancer), Klein
shows us, sometimes with dark humor, how she
found her way through these traumas, and how
they even helped prepare her and her partner
for their next challenge, trying to become par-
ents through open adoption.

STAY
CONNECTED

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER
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, @BAYWINDOWSNE
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STAY UP TO DATE WITH REAL NEWS IN YOUR COMMUNITY
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Klein moves back and forth berween her
adulthood and childhood, exploring how early
experiences shaped her responses to later events,
but also how change and reconciliation are pos-
sible. She is open about living with depression
and anxiety, and is not afraid to expose flaws in
her own attitudes—but we also see her gradu-
ally learning and trying to work things out with
partner, family, and friends. While not all these
threads are resolved, we also sense that she has
gained wisdom from her experiences. Despite
her harrowing history, she leaves us in the end
with a sense of hope.

"A Girlhood: Letter to My Transgender
Daughter,” by Carolyn Hays (Blair). Carolyn
Hays’ memoir is not che first by a parenc of

bIRLA00D

A [etler to my
fansoender
doughlgr

GAROLEMAALS

a transgender child, but it is arguably one of
the best. The book opens with a knock on the
door by a caseworker from the Department of
Children and Families, there to investigate an
anonymous complaint that they were abus-
ing their transgender child by supporting her
as the girl that she is. The knock was a turn-

see MEMOIRS, page 10
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billy masters

"He doesn’t like gay people. Doesn’t want them in Russia.
And then he’s got the wonderful basketball player and he
won't let her out. Make up your mind! He’s always acting so
butch and strutting around. You know what that means,
don’t ya, uh-huh? The lady doth protest too much!”

—Leslie Jordan gives his two cents on Vladimir Putin.

[ E]H.VC a friﬁnd WI]Q alwﬂys gets Engfy WI]C“CVET a ce-
lebrity dies and the coverage states, “Cause of death is
undetermined”. Like when Coolio was found on tha
guy’s bathroom floor. Or Anne Heche drove into that
lﬁdy’s hﬂl}sﬁ. SD, CDiDr me plﬁﬂsﬂndy Surpfisﬁ& Whﬁn [hﬁ
Brits were more forthcoming when it came to Queen
Elizabeth II. On the official death certificate, the cause
was listed with these words: “old age”. Thank you!

Being the Queen is kinda like being the star of a big
musical. Who wouldn't have wanted to see QEII strut-
ting her stuff on the West End? If thar appeals to you,
you're in luck. In 2024, London will sce a revival of
“Hello, Doﬁy!” starring Imelda Staunton, who plays
Qllcen Elizabeth II in “The Crown”. Look, it all made
sense in my head.

There’s been a curious developmentin the life of Oscar
winner Dustin Lance Black. “A month ago I sustained
a serious head injury that put me out of commission,
S.’m)wing licdle impmvemcnt, my doctors ordered me
to shut off my brain in hopes of it healing” This sounds
scary, and certainly our thoughts are with him. To as-
sist in his recovery, hubby Tom Daley took the family
o a Greek Island—presumably not the same one I just
rﬁ(urnﬁd {rom. I rﬂCa“ﬂd thc iast time LanCC grﬁcﬁ& thls
column, which was after a bar fight on August 17th. He
and Tom were out at Freedom in Soho with female pro-
moter, T:ddy Edwardes, when Lance suddeniy threw a
drink in her face. “I didn’t have a drink to throw back so
I did choose violence, but I wasn't that violent. He gota
licele tap on the back of the head,” said Teddy. You don't
think...do you?

HDW WDLlId YDLI If_kﬂ to I:)E a ﬂy on thﬂ Wau in Tl)m
Dalcy’s bedroom? The diver shared what he and the
hubby do every night in bed—and it’s as scintillating as
youd expect. “When we get to bed, we always ask each
other what our best and worst part of the day was. It’s a
gm)d opportunity to share somed\ingnice, but then also
Shﬂm Somﬁd]ing d]a[ Wasn!t. [t di):sn,t nﬂcﬁ&qarily hﬂvﬁ
to mean I’m pissed off about him. It could be anything,
but just being able to create that conversation.” And you
wonder why Tom knits! And this was BEFORE the
head trauma!

We've got aquick tidbit about Meghan Markle, cour-
tesy of the new book, “Courtiers: The Hidden Power
Behind the Crown”: “Meghan thought she was going to
be the Beyoncé of the UK.” Perhaps she'll make every-
one happy and soon be doing the “Sing{: Ladies” dance!

Evcn £ﬁmDuS pﬂoplﬁ COmparC &]Emsﬁlvﬁs to D&]CTS.
Take Britney Spears, who truly has been to hell and
back...and still looks good in a bikini. In discussing her
conscrvatorship, she said the fnﬂowir\g: “I’d like to sce
somebody tell Jennifer Lopez to sit down cight hours a
day seven days a week...no car. I'd like to see a manage-
ment team tell Jennifer Lopez to go through what I'went
through...whar the fuck do you think she would do...her
family would NEVER allow that.” Wich all due respect,
Brit, you're no J-Lo. And Lynne is no Lupe!

You know who's got loads of cautionary rales? Ma-
donna. She was discussing relationships with Frankie
Grande—who knows a &ﬁng or two about both rails

and loads. “I was talking to Madonna of all people—
talking to the queen—and I told her about the throuple,
and she [iteraﬂy said, “Well, chat’s noc gﬂing toend well”
So, there you have it—Madonna has the common sense
that everyone, except for Frankie, has. But like Frankie,
I'm sure Madge knows being a human pifiata does have
itsadvantages.

I could have predicted it—if 1'd bothered to think
about it. The reboot of “Queer as Folk” has been can-
celled by Peacock. I don’t believe it was the quality of
the show—but I don’t know for sure because I've never
seenit. And thac’s the point. I don’t know a single person
who has tuned in. Nobody has mentioned it to me. Not
even once, Not in passing, Not after the obligatory post-
coital, “What’s your name again?” conversation. Nada.

During promotions for her latest Disney+ venture
(more below), Sarah Jessica Parker confirmed what we
reported weeks ago—a Carrie/Aiden reunion on “And
Just Like That..”. “Could be, could be. Well, you know,
I can't be like cryptic about it anymore”. Not after Billy
Masters reports it. Just stay away from all exercise equip-
ment.

You want a good time? I have three words for you—
"Hocus Pocus 2", Sure, there’s nothing particularly new
or fresh in this flick. But it made me laugh—especially
when I noted it had the fakest sets since “Gunsmoke”! [
even liked the younger cast members—very “Charmed”
(the originai, namraﬂy). So, w{)y stop with “2”2 W}\y not
another sequ:[? The giﬂs are up for it. But, pk:ase, don’t
waitanother 29 years. By that time, Bette Midlerwill be...
well, carry the 2, add in....shell be dead!

There’s even more “Hocus Pocus® news. Disney has
gone from havingm) interest in the property to wanting to
expand its audience. Why not “Hocus Pocus: On Broad-
way”?? Why not, indeed. The musical will be based on the
first movie and, while there are no pians for the original
trio to star in it, there’s nod\ing to say Lf\ey couldn’t.

Spcaking of both “Hocus” and “Pocus”, our pal Jay
Armstrong Johnson is reprising his wildly popular Hal-
loween fundraiser “I Puc A Spell On You” for Broadway
Cares/Equity Fights AIDS. While the last two years
have been virtuaL the show returns to d‘le stagc on Oc-
tober 23rd. NYC'’s Sony Hall will host the event, which
will again find JAJ winched into Winifred garb along-
side Allison Robinson and Amanda Williams Ware as
his sisters. Among the special guests will be Gavin Creel
and Krysta Rodriguez. Tix and deets can be found on
BroadwayCares.org.

The Sandersons can smell children. But Shania Twain
has them beat—she’s smelled Harry Styles, who's not
much more than a child himself. After perﬂ)rming with
the pop pup at Coachella, she said, “He smells so gDDd,
he’s so huggabfe.” She added, “He’s just a really genuine,
nice person. And I think that’s really, I mean, obviously
he’s very talented. But people love him. He'slikable. And
I think he camed that likability. It was a beautiful mo-
ment, it really was. T enjoyed it alot. It was very genuine.”
Excuse me—did she say he was likable or lickable?

see BILLY MASTERS, page 11
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Coming Out

Continued from page 1

After our son was born, it would have been
hard to hide even if we had wanted ro. Someone
WDllid comment on ;\UW cute hC ‘was, Bnd my
spouse and I would both respond, “Thank you,’
making it clear we were both his parents. Then
he became old enough to shout, "Hey, Mommy
and Momma!” across the supermarker aisle. I
was therefore out to pcoplc 1 had never fele the
nﬂc& to S;]ﬂre anythingwid’l, ﬂbD‘lr my quﬂcrn&’ss
or otherwise—supermarket cashiers, restaurant
waiters, and random strangers in the park, to
name a few. Kids are conversation starters, how-
ever,and I tried to get used to it.

As our son got older, T reminded myself that
being unflinching in public about our two-mom
family was vital to instilling pride and self-confi-
dence in him rather than shame urhtsimncy. ‘This
was a privilege we had, though, since we didn't
have jobs where we could get fired for being queer
(such as the miliary, still under Don't Ask, Don't
Tell in the carly aughes) and didn't live in places

without employment nondiscriminarion protec-

tions. We could be out withour risking our fam-
ily’s financial stabilicy. Not everyone was thac
lucky, or is today, despite (in theory) grearcrlegal
pfﬂtﬂc[ions now. 'rhﬁm’s Stlu WDrk to bﬂ donﬁ.

We made a point, too, of showing up at the
beginning of cach school year for Parents’ Night
and introducing ourselves to our son’s teachers.
We didn’tsay, "Hi, we're the lesbians,” but made it
dmr ‘WE were de] hIS parﬁnm. Thﬁ Pmb{ﬁm was,
however, that primarily, I wanted to be known as
my son’s mom, not his "lesbian mom.” The com-
mDnalitiEs QF par&ntf’lood Far Dutwﬂighﬁd d’\e
differences of sexual orientaton. More impor-
tantly, I wanted my son to be known for his own
qualities, and not be defined primarily as "the boy
with the lesbian moms.” Yes, the fact thar he has
two moms will aiways be part of his idcntiry, but
I want us to be a piece of a much richer whole,
not a leading indicator. At the same time, visibil-
ity can motivate teachers and schools to be more
inclusive and open students’ eyes to the fact chac
families come in all kinds of shapes and sizes. We
strove to find this balance.

I have also heard from many grown people
with LGBTQ parents that when they were chil-
dren, speciaﬂy as they moved into middle school

KAUFFMAN

Low [ Mediation

Joyce Kauffman

EMBRACE DIVERSITY
CELEBRATE OUR FAMILIES

Providing Skilled Adoption
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to the LGBTQ Community
for Over 30 Years

kauffmanlaw.net

Roslindale, MA 02131
617.577.1505
joyce@kauffmanlaw.net

and beyond, they wanted to come out about
their families in their own time and their own
way. Even if they are not LGBTQ themselves,
our children have a "coming out” process about
their families. (I credic Abigail Garner’s excellent
2004 book "Families Like Mine” for first mak-
ing me aware of this.) Sometimes our children
Wlﬁ ‘want to be more out ﬂbDut our fﬁmﬂiﬁs d\aﬂ
we are comfortable with; sometimes less. This
can vary as children navigate the shifting social
landscape of schools and extracurricular activi-
ties, It may also depend on whether they were
raised from the start by LGBTQ parents, adopt-
ed by an LGBTQ parent or parents when older,
or been older when their parent(s) came our. As
parents, though, Ibelieve we need to respect our
children’s feciings about this. If chere are times
W}\Cﬂ our amount Df: "Dutnﬁ&q” Clﬂsheg Wld‘
theirs (whether greater or lesser), we should have
open, honest, and age-appropriate conversations
with them so that we can better understand each
other’s fceiings and reasons and try to reach a
workable solution.

Being out as a parent is therefore more com-
plex than just dressing our infants in "I love my
mommies” jumpers or being outed by our tod-

dlers at the supermarket. It can vary as our chil-
dren grow, expioring their own feelings abour
being part of an LGBTQ family and encounter-
ing the support—or bias—of others. And for
parents who come out for the first time when
their children are older, the issues can be differ-
ent yet again, bound up with the parents’ own
Iearnings as they take their first steps out of the
Ciﬂs:t.

Two things I've learned from children about
closets, though, both real and metaphorical.
First, while dlosets can be messy and cleaning
&lem can seem ukﬂ a burden, d’]ﬁmls a f:tﬁng{)(“
satisfaction if you take the time to sort through
the clutter and get rid of the things that have
been ourgrown. Second, while closets are often
aﬁegﬂd to hide monsters, this suspicion can usu-
ally be dispcﬂed simply by opening the door.

Happy National Coming Out Day, no matter
where you and your children are in your jour-
neys,

Dana Rudolph is the founder and publisher
of Mombian (mombian.com), a GLAAD Media
Award-winning blog and resource directory, with
a searchable database of 1000+ LGBTQ family
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Gender

Continued from page 1

who describe their gcnd:rs in their own words.
Sometimes they are sure about their gender,
whether or not it aligns with what adules had
ini(EaHy thougf\t. Other times, they are not sure,
butas one says, "Ttdoesn’t matter. 'm akid.” One
page shows a girl expressing support for her non-
binary sibling, while another shows a different
nonbinary child expressing their appreciation
for their sibling's support,

Notably, too, we see a range of nonbinary
identities, not just one: a child who feels like
neither a boy or a girl. one who was thought to
be a boy but now “sometimes” fecls like a girl, and

one whose feelings of gender change throughout
the day. As one child asserts, though, "Evtryone
should feel safe to just be who they are.”

The book also notes that "Sometimes kids are

just being kids—exploring different things” as it
shows children in gender creative outfis. "We
are all kinds of kids” it affirms, ”siblings, siscers,
and brothers ... sons, daugf\ters, children, nib-
iings, and grandchﬂd:cn. And friends!” That is, T
believe, the first use of the word "niblings” (non-
binary children of onc’s sibling} in a book from
a mainstream publisher.

RDKE\ET!S phD(DS mptu:ﬂ [}\ﬂ Chﬂdrﬂﬂls dﬂhght
in beingwho they are, emphasizedby the bright,
bold graphic design. The children also reflect a
variety of racial and ethnic idencities and physi-
cal abilities.

Extensive back matter includes an Authors’
Note, an introduction to gtndtr identity for
Car:gfvcrs ﬂnd EducatDﬂ, a Educﬂ(Dr’S note to
children, a letter from a trans girl in high school,
aletter from the parents of a trans boy, a glossary,
resources, and more.

The photos and words of real children make
this book extraordinarily powerful, even dmugh
its text remains simple and upbeat. It is incalcu-
lably important for trans and nonbinary chil-
dren to see photos of other children like them-
SﬁIVES, ﬂnd (:Df ﬂll Chﬂd:ﬁn to see é]ﬂmsﬂlvﬂs as
part of a beautifully diverse spectrum ofgznder.
These are not just stories someone is making up,
but real kids.

Yes, the book will likely face challenges and

bans, as do many others that dcpfct trans and

nonbinary gender identities. While I hope it will
I]E hardtr fﬂf PCDPIC to ban [his I:")Dk as d\Ey see
the real children speaking to them from its pag-
es, the cynic in me realizes that it will probably
be banned in some places all the same. Perhaps,
though, it just might give some people pause. This
highly recommended volume is worth fighting to
lmﬂp on d‘le S}\Et\’fs.

Readers may also be interested in Rotner’s ear-
lier book, "Families,” which celebrates many types
of families, including ones with two moms or two
dads.

Dana Rudolph is the fonnder and publisher
of Mombian (mombian.com), a GLAAD Media
Award- blog and directory, with
a searchable database of 1000+ LGBTQ family

baoks, music, and maore.
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Why An Independent School?

Small Classes

- Commiiment to Diversity, Equity and Inclusion -

Ferforming Arts Programs -

Sense of Community

Afterncon Frograms = Athletics - Dedicated Teochers - Individual Attention - Travel Frograms

High Academic Standards = Visual Arts Pragrams = Fxperiential learning

A group of Greater Boston independent schoels invites you to attend Open House Programs

SCHOOL NAME

= Meadowbrook School

* The Fessenden Schoal
*The Roxbury Latin Schoal

*Boston University ﬂu:ademy

* Commonwealth School
*5t. Sebastian’s Schaal
*The Winsor School

* Atrium Schaal

*Beaver Country Day School
*Dedham Country Day School

+The Advent School
*Baoston Trinity Academy
sCharles River School

* Cambrridge Friends School

* Jackson Walnut Park Schools

*The Newman Sthao!
*Fingree School
*Belmont Day School
*The Sage School
*Park Street Schoal

*The Cambridge School of Weston

+Falmauth Academy
*The Learning Project

»Noble and Greenough School

*Thayer Academy
*Waring Schoal
*Brimmer and May School

» Cambridge Montessori School
= Chapel Hil-Chauncy Hall School

« Shady Hill Schoal
* Meridian Academy
*Dexter Southfield

*International School of Boston

*Concord Academy

* Fayerweather Street School

CTY/TOWN
Weston
West Newtan
Wiest Roxbury
Boston
Boston
Needham
Boston
Wiatertown
Chestaut Hill
Dedham
Boston
Bostan
Dower
Cambridge
Newton
Bostan

5. Hamilton
Belmont
Faxboro
Boston
Vieston
Falmoeuth
Boston
Dedham
Braintree
Beverly
Chestnut Hill
Cambridge
Waltham
Cambridge
Boston
Brookling
Cambridge
Concord
Cambridge

*Mikton Academy Lower and Middle School Milton

« Thacher Montessori Schaol

*Mentrose Schoal
*Dana Hall 5choal

= The Rivers School
*Riverbend School
*Lesley Ellis Schoal

* The Chestnut Hill Schoal
= Fay Schoal

* Newton Country Day School

*The Park School

* Tenacre Country Day School

*Wellan Montessori School
*Ursuline Academy

* The: Fenn School

+The Rashi Schaol

Mitton
Medfield
Viellesley
Vieston

S. Natick
HArlington
Chestnut Hill
Southborough
Newton
Brookline
Viellesley
Newton
Dedham
Conerd
Dednam

AGES AND GRADES
4-14 years (IkK-8)

4-15 years. (boys PK-9)
12-18 years (bays 7-12)
13-18 years {9-12)
14-18 years (9-12)
12-18 years (boys 7-12)
10-18 years (girls 5-12)
4-14 years [PK-8)
11-18 years (6-12)
4-14 years [PK-8)

4-12 years (PK-B)
11-18 years (6-12)
4-14 years (PK-8)
4-14 years (PK-3)

18 mo -12 years (T-6)
12-19 years (7-12)
14-18 years (9-12)
4-14 years, (PK-8)

3 -14 years (PK-8)
2-12 (Toddler-6)

14-18 years (5-PG)
12-18 years (7-12)
5-12 years (K-8)

11-18 years (7-12)
10-18 years (5-12)
11-18 (6-12)

4-18 years (PK-12)

18 mos, to 14 years (T-8)
13-18 years (9-PG)
4-14 years (PK- &)
11-18 years (6-12)
4-18 years [PK-12)
2-18 years. (PS-12)
14-18 years (9-12)
3-14 years [PK-8)

5 -14 years (K-8)

18 mos. to 14 years (T-8)
11-18 years (girls 6-12)
10-18 years (girls 5-12)
11-18 years (6-12)

15 mo-14 years (T-8)
2.9-14 years (P5-2)
3-12 years (Beginners-6)
5-15 years [K-9)

10-18 years (girls 5-12)
4-14 years (PK-8)

4-12 years (PK-B)
15mao-14 years (T-8)
12-18 {girls 7-12)

915 years {boys 45)
414 years (PH-8)

OPEN HOUSE DATE(S), TIME(S)

Visit the school’s website for information.

October 1, 1-3 pm.

Octeber 1, 10 am-1:30 pm. and Nevember 13, 12:30-4 pm.

October 2, 12:30-2:30 p.m. and Movember 30, 6:30-8:30 p.m

Octaber 6, 6:30-8:30 pum. and November 13, 2:30-4:30 pm. (VIRTUAL)
Octaber 6, 5:30 pm. and November 3, 6 pm.

October 12, 7 - 8:45 p.m. (VIRTUAL)

October 13, 9-10 a.m. and October 23, 10-1 pm

Octaber 13, and December 8, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Octaber 13 and November 2, 8:30 - 10:30 am.

Oct. 15, 9-10:30 am. (Al school) and Oct. 26, (K Preview) 8:45-9:30 a.m.
October 15, 12- 2 pum. and November,15, 6-8 pm.

October 15, 1-3:30 pm. and November 11, 3-12 p.m.

Oclober 15, 10 2.m.-12 pm. {IN PERSON) & Qct. 19, 6-7:30 pm. (VIRTUAL)
October 15, 11:30-1:30 p.m. & November 10, %:30-11 a.m.

Octaber 15, (IN PERSON) OCTOBER 18, 6-7p.m,

October 15, 11 a.m.- 2 p.m. and December &, & p.m.

October 16,9 -12 pm. (IN PERSON), and Nov. 19, 9-10:30 a.m. (VIRTUAL)
October 16, 11 a.m. Contact school for more information about visits,
October 19, 3-10:30 a.m. & November 7, 6-8 p.m.

October 22, 9 am.-12 p.m (IN PERSON) and Now. 9, 7-8:30 pm. (VIRTUAL)
October 22 and January 21, 2023, 9:30 - 11:30 am.

October 22, 9 a.m. and November 9, 4 pm.

October 22, & December 3, 6 - B:30 am.-11:30 am

October 22 and October 29, 9 a.m.-12 pm,

October 22, 2-4:30 pm,

October 23, 10 a.m.-12 pm. (Lower School ) & 1-3 pm. {Upper School)
October 23, 1-3 pm, and November 10, 9:30-11:00 a.m.

October 23 and November 6. 1 p.m.

October 23 1-3 pm. (Prek-4) and 3-5 pm. (Grade 5-8)

Oclaber 24, 7 pm. (VIRTUAL) and Movember 15, 3 am.”(IN PERSON)

WEB ADDRESS
meadowbrook-ma.org
fessenden.org
roxburylatin.org
hu:lcaderrryurg
commschaol.org
stsebs.org

winsoredu

afrium.org
bedschool.org
dedhamcountryday.org
adventschool.org
bostontrinityorg
charlesriverschoolarg
cambndgemendsschoolorg
Jwpschaols.org
nevmanboston.ong
pingree.org
belmontdayorg
sageschool.org
parkstreetschaolorg
csw.arg
falmeuthacademyorg
learningproject.org
nobles.edu

thayerorg
waringschool.crg
brimmer.org
cambridgemontessori.org
cheh.org

shs.org
meridianacademyorg

October 25, 7 pm, (grades 6-12-VIRTUAL) & Oct. 29, 9 am, (Pre#-Ge-5 INPERSON) dextersouthfield org

October 25 - November 3rd (Check website for details)

October 29, 9am, -12 pm. and 1-4 pm.

October 29, 10 a.m.

Octaber 29, (MS) 2-4 pm. and November 5 (L5) 2-4 p.m,

Oclober 29, 10:30 a.m-12 pm.

October 30, 1-3:30 pm. and December &, 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
MNovember 5, 8-11 am. (US) and 1-3 p.m. (M5)

November 5, 9-11:30 a.m. (MS) and November 5, 1-3:30 p.m. (US)
November 5, 11am.-12:30 pm.

Naovember 6, 1-3 pm. (PS-8) and November 16, 7:30 - 8:30 pm. (MS)
November 6, 10 a.m.-12 p.m,

November 6, 1-3 pm.

November 6, 1-3:30 p.m.

November &, Times; TBD

November 6, 11 -1 p.m. and Nov. 15, 7-8:30 p.m.

Movemnber 6, 2-4 pam. & January 12, 9-11a.m. (by appointment)
November 6, 11 am. - 2 pm.

November 20t 12-2 p.

December 1, 6:30-8:30 p.m. & January 22, 10 am.-12 pm.

CALL LISTED NUMBERS OR VISIT WEB SITES FOR MORE INFORMATION AND DIRECTIONS,
The schools listed above do not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, national erigin, disabilities, sexual orientation, gender identity

or family composition in their admissions, financial aid, er in the administration of their educational pelicies.

Isbas.arg
concerdacademyorg
fayerweather.org
milton.edu
thacherschool org
mentroseschool.arg
danahall.ozg
rivers.arg
riverbendschool.org
lesleyellis.org
tehs.org
fayschoolorg
newtancountrydayorg
parkschool.org
tenacrecds.org
wellan.org
ursulineacademynet
whereboysthiive.org
rashiorg
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Memoirs
Continued from page S

ing point in their lives, but Hays k:pt the
tull cruth of it from her daughter at the time,
afraid Dfscarir\g her. Now her daughter is 13,
and Hays feels she deserves the "brutal truths”
about thisﬁafong with "the beautiful truths”
of her story as well.

This approach means the book is more

than just a memoir. Written as a missive to

hCl’ éﬂugh[ﬂf, HBYS not Dnly [EHS [hﬂif {am lly
story but also weaves in reflections and infor-
mation about gendcr, motherhood, girl}mod,
privilege, representation, trans history, and so-
cial justice. It is both memoir and guidebook,
filled with fierce, protecting love. It is, how-
ever, not just a book of lessons Hays ‘wants
to Kﬁach hﬁf daught:r, bll[ BJSD in mﬂny Wﬂys
a letcer of graticude for all the lessons her
daughter has taught her. Whether you are fa-

miliar with the challenges of being the parent
of atransgender child in the United States ro-
day or looking to learn more, you will like{y
be left breathless by how defily Hays brings
these strands together and how, despite the
challenges that they faced, she manages to fill
the story with hope and inspiration.

This book feels like a vital read for any par-
ent of a trans child, for anyone involved in ad-
vocacy or policy related to transgender people,
and even for trans young adults themselves. At

the same time, Hays shows how her support
and advocacy for her daughter comes deeply
from her role as a parent, offering lessons on
parenting, love, hope, and self-discovery that
go far beyond trans-related topics. Everyone
should read this book.

Dana Rudolph is the founder and publisher
of Mombian (membian.com), a GLAAD Me-
dia Awardrwinning blo 74 and resource direz‘tnry,
with a searchable database of 1000+ LGBTQ

Jfamily books, music, and more.

RIVF

Continued from page 3

quired a no-carb dict for two wecks. I was hallu-
cinating bagels by the end of this time, but some-
thing must have worked. Helen was pregnant!
Helen kepr going to the fertilicy clinic every
fﬂw éﬂys FDI' d\ﬂ next CDup[ﬂ DFWEEI(S to bﬂ sure,
then they cast her loose to sce her regular OB/
GYN only every couple of months. This felt
like an eternity after being at the fertility clinic

5o often. We did end up going back to the clinic
regularly for a queer moms’ group they had
launched, and were tempred cach time to sneak
in [hﬂ baci( aﬂd ﬁfe up the ul(rﬂsﬂund. (\x{ﬂ Ie-

strained ourselves.)

Making It Legal

This was all before marriage equalicy or civil
unions, In New Jersey, where we lived, I would
not have been able to be on the birch certificate
or have any parental rights, even though the
child was genetically mine—excepr that with

‘Angg]’s Pain ting, Inc B

Residential / Commercial

“When it comes to painting and carpentry,

we’re the Angels you’ve been looking for.”

Cell: (781) 640-5590
Office: (508) 270-6841

Tim@angelspainting.net
www.angelspaintinginc.com

the help of our lawyer, we successfully petitioned
the state for a pre-birth parentage order, mak-
ing me a legal parent from the momenc of our
son’s birth. This required one court visit, but no
thE S(udy or background ChECkS. % l’_th[ght
we were going to be the first RIVF couple in the
state to get sucha parentage order; we ended up
btfng d‘le SECD“d, hﬂppy to bE part ﬂ{a trtnd.
As a court order, this was as fegnﬂy valid in all
states asan H&Dp{iﬂn.

RIVF was an extra complicated (and needle-
filled) route. Its not for everyone, but we both

D

5 B R WV

value the different connections it has given each
of us to our son, who is now in college. To those
also considering RIVF (or any path to parent-
}m[)d), I'd say be patient, try to find the humor
in it, and realize it’s just the start of the long but
worthwhile adventure of parenthood. Good
luck!

Dana Rudolph is the ﬁuﬂder and publisher
of Mombian (mombiancom), a GLAAD Media
Award-winning Hog and resource dinrmiry, with
a searchable database of 1000+ LGBTQ family

baoks, music, and more.
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California

Continued from page 1

care, And it would give California courts
authority to make an inicial child custody
determination if the child is in California
for the propose of obta:'ning gendcr—aﬂ’irm—
ing care.

The law was in part inspired by Texas
Republican Gov. Greg Abbott, who has
treated gender-affirming care as child abuse
and ordered investigations of familics who
allowed it. A Texas judge has temporarily
blocked the state from doing that, burt the
casc is on appeal.

HAAS SO manY states WDd( to erase trans
kids and criminalize their families, Califor-
nia must always have their backs," state Sen.
Scott Wiener said. “California is forcefully
pushing back against the anti-LGBTQ ha-
tmd Spmad.i“g across pal'ts DE ‘our !\ﬂ(ion.
The rainbow wave is real, and it's cnming."

The law has already inspired similar pro-
posals in at least 19 other states, Wiener
said. Bur it’s not clear if the law will survive

a challenge in court, The ULS. Constitution

in general requires states to give "full faith
and credit" to other state’s laws. But ic also
guarantees people the right to travel to
Gt}]ﬁr staces.

"At this time, the interplay between these
two constitutional provisions and the con-
sticutionality of the other states’ laws have
yet to be determined, so it is unclear wheth-
er this bill will run afoul of the constitu-
tion,” legislative staffers wrote in an analysis
of the bill before Newsom signed it into law.

Wiener’s office believes the law is con-
stitutional because it does not changc the
requirement that California recognize valid
court judgments issued in other states. They
said the law limits California courts from
CﬂFDrCiﬂg Subp[)cnas issuﬂd by Duf—D{—Sta[ﬂ
courts ﬂnd pri)tcc(s E“Fﬂfmatlon EIJDU-K
gender-affirming care provided in Califor-
nia. The law does block extradition to other
states, but only ro "the fullest extent permic-
ted by federal law,” said Catie Stewart, a
S?Dkfspﬁfsﬂn FDI Wicncrls Dﬂ:lﬂc.

The law continues California Demo-
crats’ plan to push back against laws they
don't like in other conservative states.
Earlir this week, Newsom signed laws to

make California a sanctuary for women in
other states secking abortions now chat the
US. Supreme Court has overturned Roe v.
Wade.

Newsom signed the law because he said
he was taking a stand for parental choice,
saying "parents know what’s best for their
kids, and they should be able to make de-
cisions around the health of their children
without fear." Thar elicited cries of hypoc-
risy from some critics, who note Newsom
has ordered all school children to receive
the COVID-19 vaccine—an order that
has been delayed until at least next sum-
mer.

‘The California Family Council opposed
d‘lﬁ iﬂw. 'HIC conservative gmu_p £€3f5 &\E
IBW Co\ﬁd be lZSCd to entice Chﬂdrﬁn to
California against their parents’ wishes.

"By signing this extreme bill, Gavin
Newsom is telling all parents across the
country that he knows what's best for their
children,” said Jonathan Keller, the group’s
president. "Mothers and fathers in every
state should demand their elected represen-
wtives push back against this unconstiru-
tional assault on parental rights."

SCOTUS

Continued ﬁ'ﬂlﬂ page2

tion policies, digimi forums and apps can
become breeding grounds for homopho-
bia, bullying (cyber and otherwisc), ha-
rassment, and misinformation.” The 11th
Circuit US. Court of Appeals ruled the
Florida law violated the First Amendment
rigi'\[s of the social media companies, It
Ci(ed SuCh Supremﬂ CDurt pmcﬂdﬁn(s as

Hurley v. Irish-American Gay, establish-

ing the right of a St. Patrick’s Day parade
organizer to ban participation by LGBTQ
groups. The Supreme Court has not yet
indicated whether it will hear the appeaf,
but several panelists at preview conferenc-
es said the believe there’s agood likelihood
it will,

NetChoice v. Texas: Texas and Florida
are often dancing togecher these days and
have done so here, with Texas also passing
a law to stop social media from banning
certain "viewpoints.” This case is still in

praceduml motions in lower courts, with

the latest —a Fifth Circuit order—that
allows the law to take effect while the le-
gaI chaﬂcnge winds its way thmugh the
courts. NetChoice asked the Supreme
Court to vacate the Fifth Circuit’s order
and, in an apparent 6 to 3 vote, the court
gmnted that request, ke:ping the Texas
law null for now. Justice’s Samuel Alito,
Clarence Thomas, and Neil Gorsuch dis-
sented. The case on the merits of the legal
challenge will now proceed.

© 2022 Keen News Service. All rights

reserved.

Billy Masters

Continued from page 6

Lickable hrings us to this week’s “Ask
Billy” question. Gary in Dallas writes: 7
Jjust saw photos of the new American Hor-
ror Stwjt,' which included two ma!.{y hot s
walking down the street holding hands. One
aof them looked familiar but I conldn’t place
him. Whe are they?

The one WE\D iDDkEd {ﬂmﬂiar was {Lkﬂly
Charlie Carver, who appeared with his
brother Max as one of the Scavo twins on
“Desperate Housewives” (the twosome

also appeared on “Teen Wolf”). Charlie
is paired with the equally luscious Isaac
Powell (occasionally billed as Isaac Cole
Powell), who was the lead in the short-
lived Broadway revival of “West Side
Smry” and was, for a time, fiancé to the
wonderful Wesley Taylor. We hear this
scason’s “AHS” is a period piece set in
NYC—which should be no strecch for
Carver, who was in the Broadway and TV
versions of “The Boys in the Band”. Both
of them are mega hot, Powell is shirtless,
their arms are amazing, and their kiss re-
ally does look like it could have come out

of some vintage gay porn, as you'll sce on

BillyMasters.com.

When I'm picturing Bette Midler in a
Netflix musical about QEIL ic’s definitely
time to end yet another column. Again, it
all made sense in my head. And yet I'm not
the one be'mg told to turn off my brain. 1
can't—I need all of my faculties to main-
tain www.BillyMasters.com—the site that
doesn’t entertain you with any hocus or
pocus. If youd like to give me a poke or
two, e-mail Billy@BillyMasters.com and 1
promise to get back to you before any of my
sexual partners take up knitting. Until next
time, remember, one man’s filth is another

man'’s bible.

Check us out online @BAYWINDOWS.COM
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Spring Cleaning

For All Seasons

«Trustworthy cleaning services to meet your needs
*Houses, apariments and commercia
Schedule that works best for you,

weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly
All roufine housework, plus special dean-up jobs
sOwner supervised cleaning crew and ensures quality
Excellent references and compedfiiive rates

617-895-1412

CTRICAL

Provining QuALITY
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
to the BosTON AREA

D’S ELECTRIC

REesIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
FrREe EsTIMATES
24 Hour SERVICE

Dedicated to Customer Service since 1971

617.542.2000
www.ds-electric.com

Mass License #14580A
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Serving our communily with pride

Jrom the beginning

JJBodner

Insurance Ageney of Boslon
L= w

Auto Home Business Condo Pet Insurance

8 Clarendon St Boston 617-437-9400
jjbodner.com



