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Woman charged with bomb threat

against Boston Children’s Hospital

By Alanna Durkin Richer
Associated Press

BOSTON {AP)—Federal mchad-
ties on Thursday arrested a womran ac-
cused of calling in 2 fake bomb threa
& Boson Children's Hospizal amid 2
hunp: af harassmenr and chrears of
violence over is surgical program For
transgender youths,

see BGH, page 7
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This week marks Banned Books
Week, the American Library Asocis-
:inn'a[.ﬁ.l..ﬂ.'s:lmimml celebracion af the
freedom ro resd—bar this year feek
e like & call o activn than a cebebra-
tian. Book bams and other ateemps a
consorship, largely tamgeting the LG-

BT} and other marginalized commu-
nities, are rAging across the CORITIETY.
Berwun_lznnlar_\- I and .ﬂqlgusl: 31,
2E, the ALA documented 631 -
gt g0 ban or resrks a ool of
1,651 wniquee dda—already super-
x\d.ing 202 1% 1,597 tigkes and on track

Renewing the Fight Against Book Banning

h}-mrn Rudd'ﬂ'l | drl.ld-rﬂph@hrulmbc'nh.nm

coniribieling writer

to pass i 729 acempes, the hi.g!w:l:
mamber since ALA began wracking che
numbers more chan 20 years agn. Ad-
digionally, more than 70 pescent of the
arpemps in 2022 fnvolved muledple

scr MOMBUAN, fq e 5

editorial

Craig Coogan. Pholo via Facsbook

By Sue O'Connell
Co-Prblidher

I've sung the praises of Craig
Coogan’s leadership of Boston Gay
Chaorus [IECIMC] before,
This thme may tune bs birrersweer, as
Coogan has [eft his post a5 BGMC

exccutive director to becoms in-

Men's

terim exocutive dircctor of Scattle
Choruses, the shared home of the

Boston Gay Men’s Chorus leader left his mark

Seaetle Men's Chorus and the Scattle
Women's Chaories, Its a buge los for
BGMC and Greater Boston’s LG-
BTQ) communicy.

From the late, grear Urvashi Vaid's
epr[y aceivism o GLADS plangesing
legal work and the Massachuseus
Transgender  Polieal  Coalition's
(MTPC} foundational organizing

swe GODGAM, pagr 5

An energetic trip
down Sing Street

Sing Street, pre-Brooadway production by The Huntington
n associafion with Sing Street Broadway L.L.C., Calderwood
Pavilian, through October 3. 617-266-0800

ar huntinglontheatre.org

Elfjah Lyors, Michael Lepore, Adern Bregman, Gian Perez, and Ben Wang. Phoie

by Evan ZrrrmesrnanSdurphyhiace

By Jules Becker
Contrilrusing Writer

Ahighenergy enseenble means a Lot
T any rruzsical, #]'h'ciﬁl!_}' 4 neEw ane,
Jahn (_',arm"y'a. '.Iiu'q.I .-\.m,M-winnlng

“Onee” had ane, and so does the Hun-

dngmon ]n'l:-Hma.d:niy suﬁ:insuf '.‘i‘ins,
Sereet”—hased on Camey’s 2016 film
of the same name,

see SING STREET, page 7

Boston Marathon to
welcome nonbinary
athletes to 2023 race

By William J. Kole
Associased Press

BOSTON (AP} —Monbinary ath-
lemess will be able vo ran in mexe Fears
Boston Marthon withour having o
register a3 members of the men’s o
women's divisions, rece argankeers an-
II-UL'"I.I.':L‘ MUHIII}'.

The Baston Athletic Association,

“I was born and raised in Boston,
and I still haven’t made it to

Martha’s Vineyard.”

—Billy Masters

which administers the prestigious
marathan, said s been wurk:ing m
expand opporounities for nonbinary
people—nor just for the marschon
bur for the BAA's orther mces, which
Inchode a 5K, a 10K and 2 half mara-
thon.

Oreganizers confirmed the change

’mei'

moe in Billy Masters on page 6l
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analysis

Yeshiva University ruling a
temporary LGBTQ victory

By Lisa Keen
Keen News Service

Chicf Jusice John Robetts and conservative
Tustice Reerr Kavanaugh vored wich che LS. Su-
preme Coure's three |iberal-keankng jusices Sep-
weenber 14 oo rejoct & reguest cha would have
undermined a Mew York City low prohibiting
discimination basud on sexual odentation in
public accommaodations.

While marking & cemporary vicmory for civil
rights for LGET people. the 5 to 4 vore is un-
tila:l:r o be 2 reliable indicaror of wherther che Su-
preme Court b inclined o allow entities 1o evade
public scoommedation lves by cldming a eeli-
gions motive 1o disciminate, Thae quesson will
tikely be resofved by anosher case, 303 Creative
w. Elenis, which has already been accepeed for ar-
gument befare the Sqnune Court in the coming
02227 sessicn.

‘The Supreme Coure voge this month came in
FERPONSE [0 AN EMETEENCY Rqust v Yeshibva
Universiny, asking the Supreme Cowr o lsaoe a
reenporary stay ona Mew York Seare trial court
decision—a first stape of litigation a& which the
Supreme Court sddom a2 valved.

The trial court issued a “non-final order” June
14 thar che university's loose association with
Judzism did not qualify ix a5 a religions instin-
gicn thar is ;]m:uﬁ.' EEEmpL From the v, The
erial courr chen held thar che univessiy did vin-
Lite the non-discrimimation L when bx refused
o allow a student lﬂBTQ Eroup o mect an
CamgHs,

Yeshiva University fint said & would appeal
the stare trial court decision to the nexr level
of stace court: bug, lasc monch, it :I!-rupr]:,l fled
an emergency motion with the U5, Supreme
Court. Justice Sonia Sommayor, who handles
such requests for New York, referred the mac-
ot e the full coser. The majociey did nor fssue
an apinion with its order; it simply indicated
the university still had “at least two Aother av-
enLs ﬁ:-rc:pcﬂimedmhacrim:n:c courr relicf!”

Sa, for now, the discrimination law prevails and
Hoberts and Kzuruusﬁ were on the LGETC)
side of cha.

Jusice Samuel Alico wrote a dissens ro the ma-
jorrys order, joined by Justces Clarence Thomas,
MNell Gorsuch, and Amy Coney Barrerr, The dis-
sene fefies on te undversiey’s cluim chat ic & 2 re-
ligienis instieution, even though it & ncorporaed
as an eduational nstiniton and “has oo reli-
gious rules of governance or staed religions af
Bliation in irs corporste charrer, aoconding o a-
tommeys for the snadent group. Racher than fooas
on the ke of whether a sruders Eroup shaald
have access, the dissent cladms thar the case s
about whether the law can “fosce & Jewish schoal
o nstruct s smdents in accondance with an in-
terpretation of Tocah dhat the school” disagrees
with, Tossing aside a longsanding craditon of
noc !.pcn.lhri:ng how they mighr rule on 2 case
rharmid'u: come before chem ar a lawer dare, che
dissenring justices announce that * Yeshiva would
likeehy wein if frs case came before us,”

The identificaon of the disserters meant thar
thie odher justices— Roberes, Sotomayon Kavara-
ugh, and Justices Blona Kagan and newly minted
Jastice Ketanji Brown Jackson—were in the ma-
jorcy.

Yeshiva is beng represented by che cmserva-
tive legal activise group known as the Bedker
Fand for R.d.igimls ].ih;n}'. ‘The Beckers Fund
filedl & Eswanic fioe Cachedic Social Services agains
Philadelphia when that ciry ended bis foster care
cantract with 58 because C58 had a policy thar
vicluted the city law against diserimination based
on sexval ofenmation. In 2021, the SI.IFIN’.I:HI:
Coure ruled cha the cicy had 2 “"weighey” interest
in djm'mnl:ins discriminarion based on sexaal ad
enrarinn, bur char the Facrs of the Fukon v, Phils-
delphia case conld “nat justify denwing [C35] an
exceprion for fts religlons exerclse” In dhar dedi-
sha, Justhes Roberes and Kavanaogh also joined
three liberal-kaning justios, a8 did Justice Amy
Coney Barott.

£ 2022 Keen Mows Service. All :riﬁhr.s reserved.

Marathon

Conmmd'ﬁmm.f

3 msji:rﬂnnn ﬂP-I‘.Ilﬂd Mnnd:@r for che 127ch
ru.nmi.ngufcﬁu marathan on Rpri[ 17, 2023,
A feld of abous 30,000 is expected for e
:Pn'ng's edition of the scoried mace.

Nnnluur:,' achleres can submic EnTY in;\hea-
ians if they've complered a muarachon &s a mon-
binary parciclpant during che current gualifying
wirdow, the BAA said Tr said ie% seill working
to estabdish qualifying standards For nonbinary
participants, but that its anline applications will
indlude dr:-|:|1|:-iﬂ|a:r5.-"a.!::;mdl:r option.

*Descussions mms,nins_wirh nanbinary ach-
letes in an effort wo furcher promare inchasion ar
all BAA evenis” the organkzsrion sid, sdding,
“Wie wicw this first year asan oppormniny (o leam

and grow togecher”

Monbinary pro miler and 1,500 renner Nikil
Hilez, who came ot as transgender List year and
marnowly missed a spor on the US. weam for the
Tk Olympics, Lawdied ehe monve.

“Thize’s still so much work to be done buc
I'm chrifled thar nenbinary ronness are being ac-
kmn‘wl.udged I:r!.'rhn Bemmn Marsthon and BAA "
Hilcz rweered.

Thee Bosmon Marachan is che lirst major mara-
then oo begin adding nonbinary divisions

Last year’s Philadephia Distanee Run, a pre-
micr cvere ull'ui.n.g a half marathon and a SK,
became the first large race in the LS, to cxtablish
amonbinary division and offer -unﬂ. prize money.

The Hn:\DH:,'n Marashon and Half Marachan
followed in Agril Eighryowe comperitors wha
had registered as nonbinary participancs were
amang the finlshers,
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Democrats punt same-sex marriage vote until after election

By Mary Clare Jalonick
Assaciated Pres

VWASHIMGTON (APF)— Democrats are punt-
g & vete w0 protect sume-sex and Incerractal emar-
rages ungl after the Movernber midresm deatbons,
prallivg buack juse days dter Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer vowed to put the Sonare on the recond on
the issue “in the mirgmdu.'

The delay was uqu:rned by key senazos whe
hawe been negotiming changes o the kgislation
wnd comes ax & time when many Republicans have
been dgnaling opposttian

Wieonsn Democratie Sen. Tammy Baklain,
the lead champion of the bill, had prodiced they
would be able o seoure dhe 10 Republican vobes
needed o break a Alibuster and push it to pasage.
Burt hopes dimmed in recene days as some Republic
cans raised concerms abour whether che bill would
protect rthe righu I'!FIEIJ'PMH mnseirucins, busings
owTIErs o others whi Oppese Same-5ex marmage,

The dechkion adds ro the ancertaingy Facing the
lrgislt:mn. o o e niorest E‘Uupuml citheer Law-
rmakers opposing the bill more tdme w rally Bepob-
licans against it. Bur supporters hope that by push-
i.ns the voue back, |:|'|r_'_r will refieve del:iun.-:}ar
PEHFIHI.' E\ﬂ'.'ﬂ FOITE CONSCIVALYE YOICTS il'bd. ?ﬂl’
suade mome Republicans m support che legislasion,

“Wh've ashed Leader Schumer for addicional
time and we appreciate he has agread,’ Bakdwin
sakl In 2 smrement along with other members of

the bipastisan group that & negodacing the bl
“W are confident thar when our Jegl.ck.:inrl COIMiEs
o the Senare floor for a vooe, we will heve dhe bi-
partisn suppore m pass the bill.”

The sravement From Baldwin, Demaocratic 5en,
Eyrsten Sinoma of Artvom and Republican Sens.
Susat Collirs of Maine, Rob Portran of Obioand
Thom Tillis of Morth Camlina came afer a mees-
ingwirh Schumer, who had been mnsil:hringa voEe
as mam[wnd’.

A spokesman For Schumer said he is * 100 per-
cent commirod” o holding a wore,

“Leader Schsmer will pot give up and will hold
the: bripastisan groap oo thelr promise dhae the wotes
to pas this mardage cquality legislation will be
there after the dection,” saad Schumer aplalrmun
Ji==in Goodman,

Democrars and che small group of Republicans
have maved o safeguard same-sex marriage follow-
in.s the Suju\:mc Caner decision over the summer
thar ovestumed Roe v, Wade and dve federal right
oan dbomion, Lawmakers fear the coun's ruling,
anil a concurdng optnion from Justice Clirenee
Thomis, indicate thae an crlier high court dieci-
sion protecting same-sex marriage coukd come un-
der dhrear.

*We all wanc ro le:hi:. quirl'.ly.:' Schumer said
List week. *T hape there wall be 10 Republicans ta
sppomn I,

The Senae pash for the hissoric vore—and the
openness by some Repablicars vo back bximan eloc-

tion year—reflects 2 Lrge shift on the imoe since
the Supnemc Cour's 2005 Uﬂursd'nu v J'lnulp
ecision l:gajizirs EAY marrizge nacionwide. Pofl
Ing shows widespread j‘mbll( HIPPOCT fir thm-ing
such unioas,

The bipartsan group has been working dosdy
with the GOP senators who are open to the log-
islation bue have religious libery concems, They
Bralized an amendment chis week dur would
clarify thacche hpn'.uu.‘m does not affect the r.igjm
of sach privace individuals or businesses-=righes
thar sre already enshrined in law, The kgislicion
requines the federd government and staes oo ree-
opndee all marmapes thar were kgal whees they were
perfurmed, along with intermcial mardages.

LThrul{{h bipartizin collaboration, we've cralft-
ed commansense langaage that nespeces neligious
liberty and Americans’ diverse beliefs, while up-
heolding our view thar marriage embadies che high-
exr ideals of kv, devocion, and fmily” ﬂwgmﬂp
sald in the statemen,

B some Republicans whe bad waverad on dhe
bill were ot yet an boand

Responding o che groups satement Thars-
day, the White House emphasized again that che
sdminiscrarion. was ln:h'hl; the mechanics of che
||:sisl:.n'x|n —zach a5 the tming af a vore—to the
Senare.

“We believe the Senare should find consenais
just a5 the Amerkcan people havel’ White Hoase
presssccreeary Karine Jean-Pierre sakd Thursdag

The bill protecting same-sex: marriage cleared
the House in a July vore wich the Suppare of 47
Rﬂ!’ﬂlhhm — & hl'sdf [I'ﬂﬂ ﬂilﬁ'rﬂl I'I.\I['.'II'.EF [l'ﬂ.[
e the messure 3 boost In the Senare, Bur & the
weeks went on, more Republicans ralsed religlom
libserry iwucs

Anveher proposcd eweak mo thee bill would make
ear that 4 marriage is between owo people, an o
fort to ward off some E.r-r.igh.' crigicism thar the
L—giduinn could endorse Pnl:.-p:n'p

k% not cear how many Republicans would
support the bill. In addivion wo Calling, Poroman
and Tills, 4 urth GOP senarar, Alaska Sen, Lisa
Musharaski, his supported cme-ses mardage in
the pas, Wisconsin Sen Bon Johrsan, whe & up
fiar reclection this year, bas sid he doesa’t sec a
“reasan o oppase it but has talked on both sides
af the e in recent weeks,

Mesz Republicans opposing the legidarion have
said b i limi||:.' unncocssary becw e the coum ml
Ireg seill stanids. Bar achers have gone fumher.

Cinie grovap chat bas been opposad, the conserva-
thve Allnce Didending Froedam, has pushed back
on the kegislarion.

“In the grander scheme, the Respeo: for Mar
riage Ax is :.w:ynfpu@gm exclamarion mark
an the sexoal revolidon and s :id:nln!;g.' wrnEe
Ryan Womick, who works for che Eroup,in a Hng_
posted an s websire,

Avsvclated Press wviter Seung Min Kim gournib-
wrrl o pbiy reprrs,

RICHARD SILVERMAN, M.D.
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confributing writer

The crueley of MAGA Republicans is a feamare, mora
bug. Whether their FArets anc Migrants, Wimen, or erans
youth and supportive parents, paliticians wheo put ambi-
tion aver setvice have not exacdy had o exhagst them-
schﬂmln'insnur ﬁ:minl:h:irmppm‘ms.

Deewn s im bots a5 d‘!:,l will, the mlllinsmmPhnnf
bears no moee resemblance o American greatness than to
Cheistiandry,

The trashing of civic and Fah-based vaboes by the
Trumgpises can Bl us with dark thoughes. Bue chae’s whae
dt:y“nt:m:h'.lﬁn\cq\:m: else diowen £ their lovel. We
st ni lee chemn. Recognizing one anodher’s common

humandty mus be ar the heare of any enduring republic.

‘The peapleaf Marthas Vineyard provided a glowing ex-
wn.])l: nl’hum;nir:,' nnﬁcp'p:mh:r Ldin TEFONEE T aqm.i-
cal srumt by Flosida Gow, Ron DeSantis, He used topayer
meney 1o erick fifty Venenadlan and Celombian migranes
i Texas, incheding children, inte bosding ovo dharer
planes that deposived them on Marthal Vineyand withous
prowiding promised jobs and howsing. Homdand Securicy
nﬁiﬁﬁkﬁed:ﬁp:m‘:ddmmﬁrﬂmg:ﬁum
ensure their removal from che COUTIETY.

Vineyard resideres, insead of Feacting o the medden
Iz by posting “No Tregpassing” signs s somse Twirer
rralks clalmed, rsponded with an outpouring of welcame.
Se. Andrew’s Church, smmigravion lawyers, and cransla-
tory quickly mobilied v hdp, Meals were prepand. Mas-
sachetis Gow Charlie Baker, 2 moderaie Iﬁ:prﬂiﬂn,

The Vineyard rises above MAGA cruelty

A stirring rebuke of the politics of hate

provided sheler and resounes ar Jolme Base Cape Cod,
What a conere with dhe former prosident and his as-

piring palitical heirs, who exploit people's lowest impuls-

es in service of the B! Lie abour a stolen 2020 elect

by Congress and signed ino biw ewenty years ago if Re-
Fjlﬂ.in.ruwmhsdasdutiﬂn Instoad dhey pn'prlu:nl the
problem as a source of grievance foc campaign purposes,

Some peaple build, some dig dicches, and athers drive
WEI%& Lincoln mhuummlnmg.LDJ addres d?lnmtl
d'u.‘spcﬂ.\m:h af thase who “dare o ld:z'pn Gl s assis-
e in wringing their bread from dhe swear of other men’s
Gices.” Here we see a modiern equivalent. As with neocolo-
nialsen, overt foree i npliced by economic exploitation,
I is noot st that many states depend upon migrane libor
o do wark our own citizens will not. I is that the migrans
arc

Their scheme isto r:]ﬂamﬂu E.ir:rmd-mﬁ:ofrqnﬁm-
EALive GOvErnment with coercion h:,rz. l.oerhini. racvis
mah.

To defear them, we must Face the danger we asc In, not
ive oursebies False assurances, One Tramp-appointed fed-
erl pudge in Flotida, Aikeen Canon, provided a reminder
af how far the MAGA subversion of the Constinution has
advanced with her skepricism towand the government's
rask of defending national secrees and her sympachy for
the mericless daimn char the Foemer president resains execu

The cynical mowe by DeSancs, sesembling human
wrafficking or kidrapping, was accompanied by mirchdisl
szl awer its brilliznee, as Ifhcwl‘mi.fg
the libs” In fact, the crael Repaublican ploy, driven by an
assumption that Democras are past as bigoeed as they, re-
nﬂnﬂt}!\'hup:ﬂ's:ﬂes;udlf%diiﬂ:mﬁeﬁ:mm
th

The blame for wnophabic upliness ress nos only wish
the pols trading in i, bur with vorees wha confirm thelr
bow expeceations, This midrerm clecrion b abour our chas-
acter as cletzens, [t will show whiether we bave the deceney
and courage to summaon one anceher to do the right thing,

[nzn"ntinn rfarm l:g'ﬂ:im wauld have been passed

g ired as & ve brown irwaders and treared as
Pﬁ:ﬁdﬁphmﬁrﬁjnmmm‘mﬂm&nﬁm
while being inclighle for publichenefirs.

Awtully brazen for descendants of Furopeans e call
others imvasders, lsn't ic?

T conune among my Fricnds people who beagan here a8 un-
docurnerted immigranes, Each of them loves this country
despite not ﬂwqflbrhlﬁlm] in retwm. In recent years 1
Bave biclped LGETT refisgees in Kenya who seek resere-
mene o courksies whene diey can live in grester freedom
and opparmnicy. Those who come m America honor us
by embracing the valises we have proclimed asouend the
workd,

From thelr moment of arrival, these pilgeim souls are
erucr pattiots than thoss whe demontoe and scapegoar
themn. America is ot built on a paricular rce or sootar-
fan doctrine, baron the most liberating idea in haman his-
|:|=|tm:\ﬂ:h’.I i 'nlrmﬂl'l:rnl an i rur, b
by applying curselves to the sk of proving her goodness
chrough our own examgle,

Richard | Rosendall & o writer ana actlenit ar reoien-
alligmee.com,

Coggrriphe © 2022 fry Richurrd | Resendall AT righes re-
serpesd.

oy Ren Irense Monroe
coniributing writer
¥

Since | received the news thar Charles "Chude™ B Col-
ber, 101 {April 21, 1955 « June 30, 2022 ) dieed o Jume 30
i his hometawn of Johnsown, Pennsybvania, ['ve been
fooded with memaries of our tme 2 qoeer journalises
fiar the now defunce LGBTOH weekly, “In Newsweckly”
(1991- 2008).

Chuck was a regular political columnist for "In News-
woekdy” and |p:n:u:d the weekly column “The thginn
Thang" We were covering queer news in and around
Girearer Boston ar & time when major newspapers- local
wnd racional- were nor. As journalists, we were educating
s informing the public by chromiclingowr lives and LG-
BTCH tophes & newswordry, Both “In Mewsweekly” and
our competitor” Bay Windows”™ functioned as important

Chuck “was a consdentious reparter with a passion for
justice,” said Archur Lipkin of Cambridge An eample
of Chuck’s ferce P.Iumforju.n:inewx u:prmd in the
“Philadelphia Inquirer® Febraary 2004 op-ed sisled *Why
i has to be ‘marriage’ for gays” In 2004, marrisge equal-
ey enavernena activists comested char chll undons denled
same-scx couples more than LI federal rghes protee-
tions and benefits confierned o married  beteroscaad
couples. In defiense of marriage, Chuck wrote dhat “A v
umion would be a subeantiz tade down. In a Phu-.l.lis:i:.
mllﬁmia.:h'itu'nrni?is lﬁnn:h.lmmlcivilr.id’n
« for all of us - gl.yznd rbonw.'.lhu! res]l.:,l is no such
thing as separaging che wond marriage from the prorece
thens Ip provides. Thars because anc of the most Impar-

Remembering a fellow journalist
of back in the day

m:Fnumuimsnfrmnianﬂ!mﬂirJfadum
comeys vhe sans everyone undensrands as the Wlimae
expression of love and comaminment”

Al e weas undererred by porenelal danger in covering
the ows. On a sharod assignmene o cover the conmoer-
sial consccration of the Rev, V. Bugene Robrinson as the
ninth bishop of the Diocese of New Hamypshire, Chuck
and | drove up @ Durtham sogether an thar Sumday, No-
vember 2, 2003, Ourside che Whirtemore Cenrer Arena
& the Universiry of Mew Hampshire was the nosorious
anci-gay activist Rev. Fred Phelp of the Weahore Baprsc
Clhussch of Topeka, K5, and his group procescing the even
with plicards spewing hate ke “Fag Pricst” and *Epesoo-
pal = sin. | hesitated vo go past Phelp's falks, bue Chuck
ﬂhdﬁ'tmkmhﬁ:mnmﬂmhuﬂlnt:ﬁm#t

Chuck corstancly emailed me his questions and
chaoughts on religious freedom. In an email o me daced
p&g,m]lhmdhkmm:d\e H.dg.nu.:
H.i!;htk \w.pmu:u:g r:llpl‘lﬂ]ll‘lﬂ'l.}' s qsu'ﬂzmd.is;rim
Inage beyond LGBT O isuss wis prescient, especilly
with the 20 18 Supreme Coare Masterpiece Cakeshop ral-
i b Favor of the Colorado baker who refised eo make
a wedding cake for a same-scr couple on the grounds of
religious Beedom, and now the reversal of Roe v, Wade,

“Here iswhat is.on my mind shout mediz and theircov-
uzgufrd'!;i:rl, faich, and rdis:u:ni iib:rq.'.

The rﬁa;lms |.iun::,- i.nu':sgmwingwirh PESpECE 10
LGBT marwers such a5 same-sex marriage aned repeodisc-
thve: bsues, among ochers, What T mean here §s thass wha

HEHHH

oppase oar full equalivy and rely on their faich radizion
vaice dissppraval of ouwr relasionships (meaning we are im-
moral ) and Feel chey are beimg asked vo go agairar soongly
Il brelicts even 5o Far as renting spaces For wedding recep-
ticms and/for providing basic services such as being pho-
buﬁnp]l:n :\mddirﬁn'm'rmin. S0 1 am wnml:nnﬁ
your take o0 chis development and its right-wing sramgy
From cwo perspectives — one 25 a columais and commen-
tacnr, the other a5 an ordained minisver? *

The news of Chuck's Eu.w'n,a_]ﬁwﬁ many with fond
mensics.

“We shared a passion for Cagholic thealogy. T was &
phesure w engage Chuck in cheological disarsdans as
b wias s well adueated and informed and posed seriom
Eaith questions. We are decply saddened by his death and
exrend car condolences oo his wonderful maches” Joseph
B. Sankovich, a childhood rl.eigH:-m:. wrote on the John
Hendersan Company Funeral Hone websire.

Chixck was indeed well-educared: the Universry of
Maare Dame, with advanced degrees in basines, psypchal-
oy, and theolagy. from Georgeoown Undversity, Harvard
University, and Wiseon fesuit School of Theology,

Chuck was a contributor to sveral LGBTO S news-
papers and magazines like Boston Sparit Magazine, Press
Paz (), and Bay Area Repacver, to name afew. Also, he was
= contriburor o numernas mai daily nEwspapes
.ud.map.r.irﬂ,lih Boszon Gilobe, Bostan Herald, Har-
vard Business Review, Philadelphia Inquines, and the Na-
tional Cathelic Reportes, covering the derleal sex-abuse
ertsds in the Boston archdiocsse. And be was a nadonal
board member of NLGIA and Boston/Mew Englind
chapeer presiden,

Many will fondly remember Chuck as Tom Simoean,
 lifedong friend and dase ndghbar depicred oa the B
neral websires “He was the smaroesc gyl knew! He was
kind and gende! Grear wit! Very funny! May his memory
bea blesing”
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Coogan

Cmrhuw{ﬁwmm}

and sbvocacy, sur Commonwealth has a long
and Pmud cradition of rransformarive [.l_ulﬂ'q
leadership, which is why we've long been ar the
fosrefront of the matonal sruggle for equality
Caagan firs squarely wichin thar teadition,

Founded in 1982, BGMC was already a Bos-
teen institution when Coogan becume executive
direczor in 2012, Buz even the most beloved
institucions ger a lixele ey When Coogan
ok che reins, BGMC was m'uwins inan-
clally and arstically, Worse. it was declining
I relevance as the LGBTQ community and
irs bsswes moved farcher ingo the madnstream
in Massachuscrts after the legal and polit-
cal victories that secumed our riﬁu B marmy.
BGMC, with i mimion o make music “to
inspire change, build communicy and celebrate
difference,” needed co reclaim che spodight and
Coogan had the juice tw ger it done,

With & commitment o aristic excellence,
plenty of media savvy, and an entreprencurial
splrit, Coogan sct about rising BGMCY pro-
file across Massachuseers and around che globe.
Orne of his frsc aces was to bring BGMC ince
the disiza] age b}'pitudnsﬁnmpmdu:ing Chx
of BGMC concerts—an expensive endearor
for & small nonprefit—to uploading videos of
theeir live pecformances oo YouTube and seream-
Ing recordings on [Tines and Sporify. Aside
from sawving moncy, the froe and casy access to
BGMC's mausic dramatically incrcased their

visibilizy and reach. BGMC stdeos have racked
up mane than 11 million views from poople
around che wodd, inr]ud.in; those whao live in
African and Asian councries where it remains
d.qmsl:ro‘us--- duiﬂ:,'_ even-—=oo he ngml}' Lis-
BT,

Thiese videos also caughe the awencion of 4
Disney executive, which led ro BGMCS June
exttavaganza "Disney PRIDE in Coneere”
which was the first time Disncy engaged in a
full calliboradon with a communizy choral
Froup, much lessan LGHTanwmhn

When COVID-19 forced dhe choms inoe an
indefinire hiarus, Coogan harnessed BGMOC's
digical archives to produce mare than 100
videos—Including collaboraging with WCVB
Channel % on three fabalous TV spegials—uo
engertain, comfort and inspire usall during the
darkest days of the pandomic.

Coogan also gor BGMC back our on the
road, conceving and raising funds for BGMC's
hiszoric Middle Fas and Scuth Africa wurs,
in 2015 and 2018 !\:i.pqn.iud:ﬁ. The excursians
marked the firs time since 2005 thee BGMOC
traveled abroad. Both rours soraceed Interna-
tomal media amentian, rasing the profile not
just of BGMC, but also of the LGETQ people
and organizations working for social justice in
PI.TB E"-T]E 'WH‘JHTE ’.ll:h "ﬂrkcm Tﬂ“!
ﬁm 4 necar lnL!r.l.rlv ﬂdﬂim o hEIJlE ﬂins,ﬂ'-
anz Gov, Charlis Baker declared BGMC “cul-
riral ambassadans” for the Commonwealth on
the occasion of thelr South Africa rour,

As BGMOC's profile grew, so did irs mpura-
tion for mnical escellence, which resuleed in

history-making gigs at Bakees 2015 inaugura-
gion |:il:|it|:|‘.iz|ﬁ a little camp into the pomp and
circamstance by serenading the new Republican
governor with “Holding Out For A Hera”),
Hnl_-_r‘_‘rm L'nUzge,md mexr Par

Encwing the Impartance af the ans to the
LGBTQ community—and o the life and eco-
moende bealth of Boston—Coogan leveraged
his position with the Chors po advocie for in-
ercased Fueneling and cehier support for local arts
veganizasions and artises, On his wacch BGMC
1 beer of ithe inf}
zﬂunu.q‘ uryniza:inn MASSCreagive, and he
rugul:.rl'p Pﬂm:d np-ut on his own and wich
wchers in addicicn o speaking to the media
shour local ams dscs,

Lase, but equally as impostane as his work 1o
ralse the Chorus’s artistic profile, Coogan made
major advances in cnsuring that BGMC better
refleces the diversity of our commumity and the
aity as a whole. If's no secrer chat Boston's LG
BT communicy and its instinatbons have long
been dominated I::f cis whine PW'F'""' and their
Interess, BGMC Is no exceprion. Change Is
happaning though, slowly but surdy, Coogan
eserves eredit Fm-drv:pch.irq BGMOCS work on
diversicy, growing boch BIFOC membership
and audience members while also welcoming
Fldﬂ':linm members.

l)l:l:ins{_'anpn;: tenure che charas -r_qﬂmud
theme of racil injustice in irs 2009 concert
“Raise You Up” which fearured che powerful
*Seven Last Wonds of the Unarmed! a ploce by
Joel Thompson dhat sces to mausic che final words
of seven black teenagers and aduls—among

an active fal arts

By Wirnndows | Segtanbar 27 227 [ Pege §

themn Trayvon Martin, Michael Brown, and Bric
Gamer—who were necdlessly killed by PO;i.EI:
or ather anchoricy figures. The concest way in
pam a response to BGMC's eye-opening visic
1w the Apanﬁzid haseum Jurins the Soach AF
rica tour, where [J'E:F :nd[".' :r:cngniaﬂd J'mﬁﬂd:
v the strucoural eaclsm char plagues the LS, in
Sourh Africa’ brural hisary of oppressing Black
peaple.

And when murders of George Floyd and Bre-
onna Taylor in 2020 sparcked a racial reckoning
across the country, BGMOC wasn's afmid o sy
*Black Lives Marter z.mipaid tribune in song
w all Black pmple who have been victims of
police vialenee, They also supparred heir mem-
bers who jalned the protests for racial pastice,
producing this viden in which cherus members
shared ther feclings about—and expenicnces
with—racismn and nﬂyin“ in the strects in sup-
parc of Black lives.

Coogan's leadership ands in sharp concrase
with the actions of the former leaders of Boston
Pride, whe in 20X found duphrm “Black lives
miarer” roa controversial o include in a press
redease—thins sparking a boyeon by Prade volun-
teess and comamunity members alike,

OFf all these accomplishments, perhaps the
mwst impressive is thar Coogan worked his mag-
ic z% a Later-in-life nxnap[:.n: o Baosmon, which
has 2 well-deserved repuration far d':cwins up
and spitring our newcomers oo the city (with a
notable exceprion made for collegs smadenes),

Boston will miss Coogan’s leadership a
BGMEC and the greacer ares and LGBTC) com-
myurnitics, W wish him well in Scatele.

Mombian

&uﬂ'ﬂudﬁmﬁang

titles; previousty the vast mapociy only sought
PEIEOVE 0T r:!tril.tash'lﬁ!clmmk.

LGBTC} contens is among the most frequentdy
challenged. The ALAS Lest anmmal list of che Top
10 Mosc (ﬂuﬂ:ns:d Hooks inchudes five books
:arg:red for “LGETO+ COnent,” .im:hdi.ng the
number one book, “Gender Quess” by Mala Ko-
brabe. a memeir showt growing up nonbinary and
wsewial, Sixod the Top 10 books also had procago-
nists off color

“The unprecedented member of challenges
we're secing already dhis year reflects coondi-
nared, nacional effors oo silence nu:g'nalimd.m
historically anderrepresented voices and deprive
all of Us—yrIng Pen_pb:., in Iurzir:uhr—nF the
chance o explore a world beyand the confines of
personal experience” sald ALA Presidene Lessa
Kanand opua Prlyo-Losda

A similar sudy by PEN Amcrm, fom july
2021 to June 2022, found 2,532 book bans and
restrictions—H) percent induding people of
oolor as profxgonisss ar prominens secondary
charscrers, 21 percent di.rcr.d:,l m:’d:':s;ing ace
anl racism; and 41 percens explicicly addressing
LGBTO) chenves ar having LGBTO) protagonises
of prominent secondary characrors, Tesi had dhe
st bans (801), fallowed by Florida {566) and
Pennsylvania (457}, but bans had ocoared ina
tocal of 32 sraves and 1 38 school diserices.

Check us out online @

Thiese censorship efforts are raking place along:-
side nationwide legishrive aracks on LGETQ
}W}L Three kilks cmsnzing L{EIITQ congent in
schonls were signed inoo law in 2022, in Florida,
Alabasra, and South Dakot, acconding 1o HRC,
Muote than 70 other diseriminatary education
bills were introdheoad across the country aimed
at preventing chssroom discussion of LGETCY
ar other marginzlized people and issaes. These
inchide Flogids “Stap WOKE Ac” (HB 7) tha
WaS su'grud. into law br Giaw, Ron DeSantis (R).
Addidonally, more chan 100 bills chis year have
rangered ransgender youth vis bans on affirming
health care, bathmeom dcocss, sports particgrarion,
and e

The same national conservative ooganizations
are behind many of these @sﬁm andbook ban-
n'm;n"ﬁnmz:::ﬂd.ingm GLAAD. If we look a
the books being targered, toa, which include pic-
rure boaks thar smply show LGETC) people and
Faumilics in everyday sinzacions, i's dear chae the
goal is often not just o blodk young adule books
like "Genler Queer™ that mention sex and sexual-
it It alsa to censor any deiction, however in-
nocwos, of LGETC lives. This i= rbndfms oWy
Lesléa Newman’ 1989 picnme book “Heathes
Has Two Mommies® has faced d!:llﬂlgrs sinoe
shamly after i publication. Coupled wish the
Imader legistarive arcacks sgainsg LGETQ youth,
hawever, taday’s challenges fomm part of an omi-
nows theeat both po firse amendment rights and to
LGHETQ chiklnen, youth, and familics.

There are signs of hape, haweves. Jiest two e
amplg: In Texas, the Ausin Ciq' Council anani-

mously adopeed a resalution earlier chis manth
promoting the ALAS Freedom m Read Stare
mens, apposing beok bans, and apporring che
Austin Public Libirsry's maverials-selecrion poicy.
And after community members in Jamestown,
Michigan, voved to defind the public lbrary over
LGBTQ_ books on its shelves, others launched
a GoFurndMe campaign cthat has mised over
£260 M0 for che library

Soudens, [parents, Ehrarans, and acher com
munity members are also :pai'.ins o againse
bars and challenges deewhere, sometimes with
suceess, Organdzagions like the ALA, ACLUL Fu-
cryLibrary, GLAAD, National Coalitkon Againse
Ceruorship (WCAC), FReadom Fighters, Red
Wine 8 Blue, and others are also sking acion
and Pm-ridin; muummﬁshr.c:umﬂff.

Addidonally, LGBTQ-indusive  children’s
bocks continue to be published in record num-
bers, P#Wﬂt are also ﬁ.ndl.‘ng Enmowvarive wWaE o
oonnect children with these and ocher diverse
books, The Brooklyn Public Library ts loming
voung people ages 13-21, theoughout the U,
qpl'_r fior a froe eCard o soocss the la.'lrny's full
ebook collection and laming databases. En San
Frandsco, two edurors are hunching 2 me-
bile bookshop thar will noc anly sl LGBT(}-
inchasive books, bar akso host =|ory rmes, }mlh
book clibs, and communiny evens, sometimes
In parenership with local schools. (Visit Oweand-
AboutBookshop on Inseagram.) And ln Rhode
Ehnd, afier some parents called For remenal of
“Gender Cuea™ Fom are high schools, several
local authaes developed *We Are ALL Readers”

2 weeklong festival lasc Agril celebracing diversicy
in children’s licerature. A secand ane & planned
fr April 2023,

How can we help address and peevens book
bans and other forms of censonhip?

Canfidentially report censarship arteirpes o
the ALA {ala.org ) and/or o NCAC (nacog )

Visit Unice Against Book Bans {uniteagain-
sthoakbans.org), an ALA-led coslition thar in-
dudes LC 'rlﬂ'Q m'guummrs, Puﬂ.i:hﬂ::, and
achers, for mllu'ns poings, nwed acrions, and
ITHOEE PESOLENCS,

Parmictpare bn rowm, schood boasd, and libeary
g Yoo even in pusely local electicns.

Cansider rianning for school and library boards
yourself,

Dionare o mp:munmﬁg}mglm-nk bans, if
your mieans allow.

Recommend books abour LGRTC) and other
rarginalized people to your local [shearies o
show there is communicy suppors and need far
them,
Leve reviews for LGET O inclusive childeen's
ir.lﬂ }'mms dlll.t hﬂ*} an .r'Lll'H.u:m Gnl.l-dl'ﬂ.d.ﬂ.
and similar sites to counter reviews thar chim
they are inappropriaze.

ﬁ:shl:ir‘anmﬁjpniﬂmhmmh mare than
rthis one week—buy chisis a Bﬂnd rime g renew
{as the lbrarians would say) oar effors,

Diana Ruaolph in s fownder and pubiivher
-e:.l" Mursalir EWMHAMJ, i GLAAD Media
Awrd-wiriming bog and sesowrce directory, with
@ surrobune datcbase of T0004+ LGETQ il
Iokes, rarcetc, armed veere.
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billy masters

Caor iR _,I'anlmlq'r I

They're dropping like fies in Englind—leerally! My
faithful followers know cha noching mskes me happ:rf
than 3 video of soeneone hllmg—h‘h‘,; seeing H-cywm&
phuirmer down a fgghe of stales face-firs & abmost as en-
jervable as secing Madonna neady strangled by her cape!
But cven | was concerned while watching the honor guand
standing by Queen Elizabeth. One member was noted to
be swaying —which is never a Bn-cu.:l sign in a guzrd whao
isn't even allowed e crack a smile (not dhar dhere’s moch
o smile abour around the queen’s caffin}, Suddenly, the
swarying goard collapsed. Buc he didn'e just faine, he fained
Faceforwand amdd dowm amep! And, ke didn'y quic Ll\.‘jn‘,l]:
igp—he Babd there wneil he was belped op W hear he was
ininjused and revomed to his post 4 few howrs Later. And
|:|:-:n I'!h- lllmd ."nrl.'\lllﬁ :llﬁin. N“dlcl! &0 =y, |1|.' was re-
menved befire any uther incident took place,

Ihe newly nuinted King Charles TILis noc wichour scan
dal. goodness knows, Bur did you know there have been
gay ramors? | gues tha goes with the terrizomy. .'\Wﬁn:nd v
Princess Diana made mencien of 3 seevant's clabm oo have
caught Chardes in Ragrante delico wich a member of the
same sex. Thae scevant, EEUFF Smith, daims that he onee
browght Chucky his breakfast in bed and found him with

a make aide in whae is described as an “unmisakable sexual

P-nsi:inn'. .‘uhu‘rd’g.'?h.:m:l"ncr, p:.h.cc insiders branded Smich
adrank. And?

Several of you have wricten in wondering whar will be
come of Lizzie's beloved congls, In her laner years, Elizaberh
stapped beeeding the bleches, most of which descondsd
From the first pup she bad inthe 192405 Once the st ane
pacsed away bn 20 18, QEI said she didn't want any more—
primarily becawse she couldn't bear o Jeave a pet behind
after her passing, Leave it to Princesses Beatrice and Eng-
enie (chey of those very ‘P-u:ial hars} oo ignoce the QEFm's
wishes and gifi her in 2021 with rwo corgi pups— Maldk
and Sand.:,' Mukck was J.|||-J__'h“!.' presensed as 3 compan-
lany 'I'nll:'ru.'lug the death of Prince I"I1lllp—|'n':'|||-e nagh-
Ing says, “Soey abour your dead hosband” like a puppy!
I aceualiey, Muick was sckeceed by Sarah Ferguson. who
contimues tolive with hor besmdrched ex-hubby Prines An-
drew on the Windsor Estate. We hear the dogs will live out
theeir days wich Andy and Samh.

Since U'm in Borope, 1 wes unzhle m anend the Emmys

Bac I'm always ghd when friends win awands, and rwo of

my msarest and dearest e Sheryl Lee Ralph and Jenndfer
Coolidge. Both embesced chelr moments memorably—
one by singing and one by dan
therm wan for a musical. Go Bgure

A Broadway-bound musical is taking a hiatus on the road
oo the Grear Whice Way. The Ekon John musalined ver-
sion of * The Devil Wears Prada® played Chicago to a repid
respanse. "5 not ready! said Elvon John, “E'T be ready

in abaur snocher year. We leamed & lor fom our mon in

Chicago snd look forwand 1o contimeing vo work on the
praductlon and make the peosssary dhampsa We have e
ary imtention of bringing the production to the stage dgain
when we bave the proper theater and the timing is dghe.”

This does not mean that Elkon is taking 2 hians from all
thearre. His collibortion with Jake Shears on a musical
shons Tammy Faye Baldeer is seill maving foreard. *Tam
my Faye™ opens ar the Almeida Thearre in London's Wes
End an Crerober 1che Trwill srar Kazie ]'!m,.tu;ﬂ as Tamamy
Faye and our own Andrew Rannells as Jim Babder

As we went o pres d shadk
made, “The Phantem of the Opera’, the longest nunning
Broadway show of all time, is closing after 35 years? The
final curtzin will fall on February 18<h, 2023,

Broadway's hiﬂu: bax office blockbaster has also an
mounced plans to close. The Hugh Jackman/Soowa Fos-
ter helmed revival of “The Music Man® will shumer once

Jackman’s congract explees on Janwiary Ist—anor unldke

POIBEMENT was

g And yer, neleher of

when he Pl;:.'ed Peser Allen in “The oy from Oz

Lea Michele's firs week as Broadwsy's “Funny Gid® re-
suleed In a box office recond for che show—ir beonght in
S1.6 millhon. Thar’ even more impressive when you consid-
er that she oaly got wo do faur shows befoes she was felled
by Ciwid, She is expeoctad back on September 20eh,

In a recent item sbous Lea, | jokingly referred o her as
*the new beleer™—a joke | rust doen's require an explara-
tion. As hick would have i, tao FOURE MEnN ane assaming
the tide themselves.ar beast cemporarily I've previously
written abour Micolas King and Sech Sikes—hath throa-
bracks wo the :|H‘;¢f..'m-m1;r, andl, well belvees, Sa, why noc
bl themselves as suchi “The Mew Belver™ will play eheir
st show at The Green Room 42 in NYC on Oktober
28th. In Movembser, they will also appear in Los Angeles,
Palm Springs and Las Vegas. You can gee moee decails on
dares and venues at each of their websites—TheMicolask-
ing.com or SechSikes.net.

Hemember char story shour Ricky Mastin's nrpl'u:w
suing him for sexual assaalc? And chen, \l,-nl.k-nl:.. the en-
e ching disappeirad and the nephew was discredited® Ie
suspiciously scomed ke some deal was brokered—and, in-
derd, 1 wasn's the only one o jamp o that conchsion. Bue 1
dan't think anyone expeceed Ricky o filea $20 million e
suit for defamarion zgainst Dennis Sanchez Martin who,
I think s safe m say, doesn't have a peot to piss in (2 ?Jsru..'
Big Mama Masters is fond of ), * The reckless, malicious and
culpable amsons by Defendant Sanchez were mogivased by
the desire po expse Pl go hacred and disdain From
his fanbase, 1o thecaten his business oppormunite and vo
destroy his repusation” And, speaking of maliciom, San-
che is described in the suit as "maladjusted”. S0, what is the
paint of this? Obsviously icisnt moneg Smy nmed.

Congrars to my pals, Gary and Larry Lane. Otherwise
known as che Lane Twins (or the Filkh2Go Twins), they

have released a mew docamengary, “Sill \I"usel'.lng 2Tk
Tt .|mr|-.!,.rh:x the socis] refevance of the film 9 To 57 and
how things have (and have not} changed for women in
the workplece over the past 4004 years. Mot only & the doe
beautifully produced, it is masively cducational and mov-
ing, Cast members Fom the ariginal film are included,
and the Lanes even persaaded Dally Parton oo re-recond
the ionic theme soang as a duet with Kelly Cladksan! Ta
leam mame gned fined i aboar how oo see ic, check oo Sk
WoekingdTo5 com.

Char Ak Billy”™ questhan onmes from Hensy in NYC: 7
Lt ml?wx#.l’u’.-:r Fi .ﬂl‘;ww o InAga T :mw.‘fwﬂ:am
evew yorenger tham s, FHlas e b s word: ol 7

He has—bux it seems o have been montal work. Zac
chaims thar he has found some balance in his life in the
October e of “Mens Health” Remember his incred-
ible “Bavwarch”™ physique? He now says, *I don't know if
thar'’s really acrainahle” He now confeses char achieving

sired endless workour sesstons. a severely
limbted diex, and very powerfal diurctics. The medication
and supplements ked oo bouts of insomnia and deprosion.
"Mt one poine, that was a drcam of mine—what it would
be like o not have w be in shape all the tme. What if 1
jusz said, F* it” and ber myself go?” Welcome o my wodd,
Fac Efron! He daims ro have discovered how o be in EOle
physical shape anal also be happy You can see thie resules on
Hlil:.-h[zir.-ri.mm.

When the difference berween Fac and me 1s & divrerde,
it's defindvely tme for e to go on the dark web and end
vet anather columin, Perhaps these drags @n Ix found in
my uniisclosed Eastem Buropoan locale, While | look imo
that, you can check our woew Bilbddaseer com—he size
thar never Falls shore. I you have a questian, dash it offm
BillygillyMascers.com, and I promdse vo ger back mo you
hefore samecne expliing where Posh was, Undl next cime,
remsernber, one man' hlch Is anocher man'’s bible,
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Comtinmed from page 1

Catherine I.A::l'l'f. 37, was arvested i her
home in Wesdield Massachusems, and au-
theoriies secovered the phone they believe
shee used vo miake the bomb theear on Aog,
30, Massachisetes LS, Amorney Bachael
Rallins tokl nepoctens,

The caller said: *There is a bomb on the
way o the h:spiul. you better evacuare
everybody you su'dmg‘xxurdins 10 COUIT
documents, The threar renthed in & lodk-
down of the hospical. and no explosives
were found

Lewvy imbially denied making the dhrea
during an inerview an Thissday with FBI
apenes, .:::ouc\dhs to court documents. AF-
ver agents todd her thar phone records in-
dicared her namber made dhe dhreaz, she
admitted doing so. an agens wroze in coure
papers. She “ﬂpr\:ﬂd &ﬂ“pmwﬂ" of the
Feospizal “on multiple cecasions” during the
Incerview, the agent said,

Lewy islv:il'lg, held pending a detention
hearing, scheduled for Friday in Boston
federal court, Rollins said She is charged
uﬁmncmnrt{m:}.hﬁs:ﬁhe ndephncrur
bomb chrear. ke was not immediarely clear
o Thursday if she has an amorney 1o com
mieng an her behalf,

Raolling did aor comment direcaly an

the allgged metive in Leavy's case. Bur she
:Unlln.'rml:l] ‘.hf L‘Hrmﬁr I.i'-lmkl ﬂ“l.‘nst
Boston  Children’s Hospital,  which &
home ta the first pediatric and adolescent
rruug\-_ndgr hiealeh program inche Unired
Sraves,

“This alleged conducr & disurhing o
stay the l=st” Rolling sakl. “The peogle
chat work at Childrens Hospiral and the
parents that bring their loved ones to Chil-
drens Hospisal are under encugh stress,”
she said

Boston Childeen’s qu:ri:al chanked law
enforcement for their work on the case,

“Wee will coninue m foos on provid-
ing the highest qualiry care and work wich
tocal, stare and federal law enforcement
agencies - and owr seoardty and cimergency
response toams - b cnsure the safety of all
ACTOES HIT hmpi.u!." the hnq_:in] said in an
emailed satemenc. "We stand frmly by
our commizment o sipparn mansgender
Eup'enl;s, their families 2nd the [.GK['Q+
Comannary,

The hospleal became the focus of Fas-
l|'i|.ﬂ'|t soctal media aceounts, news outlets
and bloggers last mondh afer they found
informational Yodlube videos published
h;r the hn:piul in:l.llu'ur;iﬂ] ulTErins! far
n.'anxsmd:r pacients. ‘The hmpinl swifth
remnaved the videcs.

Transition creacment & under srock in
many statss, with some labeling ir a form

of child alws: or barring Medicaid cover-
:F:.Crirju.:rpa: that safety should be well
establizhed before subjecting, youths to po-
rencially irceversible crearmenes,

Bur many medical ErOUps SIppor allewe
g varying types of medical meacmens for
mansgender youths, ciring evidence thar ir
can kmprove thetr well-being, alchough rig-
aros i.llq;{ﬂnl rescarch on benehits and
riskes i lacking,

Thee eritics cited the videos and sippets
nd"pznvialu lmgmg: on the ]wspir.a]': weh-
site o chim tha Boston Children's Hos:
pital was impropedy performing gender-
affirming surgeries, such as hyseerecromies,
on mdnoes and young chfdren,

The respone: was swift and relentlos,
with a barrage of users demanding the hos-
pital be shue down and :a]li.nﬁ the surger-
ies mudlation, barbarism and child abuse,
while accusing s docrors of engaging in
malpracrice of illegal scciviy.

The hnﬁpurzl hias |:Fda::d]anglnsc ACTOES
it webssines ro emphasive thar to qualify for
mast gender-affirming surgical procedures,
patmnis st b at beast 18 and meet cer-
tain criveria, inchading enderging ingen-
sive medical and mengal health saluations
and ;ubnlirti.ng lecters u’Fmppm

I‘z.r-r.'ghun-:i.af media acoouncs and news
outlers have also targeted hospicals in Picos-
burgh, Pheenix and acher mapor citics for
thesr gender-care programs.

Sing Street

Comsinmped from page 1

The former had a serong book by Enda
Walsh and the affecting music chas Glen
Hanzard and Marketa compesed for
the 2007 Academy Award-winning film
of the sume name. Mow Walsh has alse
written the book for “Sing Streer” buc
her effore ar the Calderwood Pavilion
needs s:mngth-en:ins as does the 198D
appropriace Gary Clark and Carney score
which ought to have more memormble
mmibers.,

As with  "Onaee” Emaﬁln‘u_\'huwuj
(2019 Off-Broadway ) “Sing Strect” is se
in Dublin—this gme a poor 1982 ar@
struggling Bumilies. A clever center stage
minigrure howse—ludos o scenic de-
signer Boh (,'.mwh:,l, whi also un-dﬂlpi
the vivid B0% cosmumes and ger-ups wich
Lisa Zinni—opens ap e make way for the
bwxitse oof thie: Frscall Laswdor Family, Thee Law-
|Url—f=l‘]:-rr RUIJC“ mutl‘.u.'r l'l:l'trl.} iﬂ.d
siblings Brendan, Conor and Anna—are
besex by marital scrife and divese growing
pains.

Wnrking mather Penny is h.a.vingm af-
fair with her boss, and jobless Roherr is
emotionally conflicred. Older  brother
Brenidan has strually deopped our of life
cutside his bome as well as college, spend-
ing many maonths on the living room coudh,
Annais appruad'rinﬁ Fad.ual:im but angry
#bous her mochers infdeliy and her fa-
thersapparens weakness in reacting 1o it,

Because the Family is financially scrapped,
Caonor his had 1o swich from privas

school to 2 purochial one named Synge
Streer and rum by Brocher Baxter, Abusive
despor Baxeer makes him remaove his non-
black shoes which he considers a violation
ofhis uhl:mr_\r rfgulm:inns

Cenrral o the evolving Family dynamics
ks Conor's destre 1o form a band wich fellow
students and find both haven From home
pmumls amd artistic fulfillment in modk
music with an affinity to the decade’s cdl-
ebrared Duran Duman and The Core. Very
soom h! E::Huhll a ln.rlgermB Fm"
ship with keyboardisy Eaman. While find-
ing a lead singer, he falls for ehnsive enlistee
Raphina.

I¥ the formation of the bard may scem
oo casy—with the sudent singes muesi-
cians quickly coming togechen the same
can be said far Conar’s BRI wich his
older would-be girlfriend (wheo wams him
that she is involved with 2 much older Lon:
don-beound man named Diave), A chie game
wme Conor and his fellow mosiclans se
the bands name Sing Stecer—aof course a
change froin the schools name—ax a sigral
for caltr] revaltion.

Unsurpeisingly, Father Baxmer wies
reign in the smdencs and stifle whar he
considers their coneroversial and unscCEpL:
ahle exracurniular acivides, The sadencs'
peraliarion ma:ur.-fm]ltc: -|rmr.u!"lwng ploc
ting—especially if compared with the pas-
ents-Ampressing smlent performance near
the end of the musical ™ School of Rock”

Bully Barry Beay intially puts down the
band’s Duran Dumn-like mdk bt evenma-
al.l;.- Et‘li:n!ﬂ his tume in 2 oemaround dhar
many theatergoens are likely o find oo
neat.

=Plot and sore lsxs norwithstand-

ng, the production tcam is Arst-rate and
the mst—diremad forccfully by Rebecca
Taichman {a very deserving Tony Award
winner for the phy * Indecent™) ~winningly
expberant, As wich *Once’ the sudents
play their own instrumenss—and wich fins
rechnbque, Choreographer Scaya Taveh (an
u{ua"‘vdntrvlllg Tlm:i winnet for “Moaltn
Rnnﬁr'!' has the students hi@-ﬂ:ppir@
during their mumbers and the Lawdors
maving strikingly during tense family mo-
MRS — P:n:in:uhr]y Brendan almicst acre-
hu:sl}__rnn.dwmu‘h. Luke Halls and Brad
Pexerson add imaginarive video design o
the band’s B0 ambdence.

Must of all, the cast ku.'j.l the characten’
inmer music engaging. Adam Bregman has
all of Conors naivese and spirit—nocably
on the romantic “To Find You™ Donal Finn
& a smandour as mrrplju:a.md Brendan: he
demanstrates appealingly the older brach-
er's dosensss with Conor and he peram-
sively moves From the shockss coach sioer
(o smare symbol ) v cosing shoe-donning
apindst.

Courtnee Carter combines swoctnes
and streee sy as Raphina, Alea Xiou-
faridou Mosver makes the most of the as
yer underwrirren Arne. Ben Whang carches
Famons reserve as well as his commicment
o songwriting, Anne L, Mathan finds all of
his mother Sandra’s wonderful supporn for
his mussic and the band.

Sandra advises thae “Colldboration is
spomar st Friend” That wisdom has proven
wery enae for *Omee” Fthe team wncrf:.ingun
“Sing Steer” can fine mine their collabora
diom, asdiences ar the Calderwood Pavilion
anel an Broadvway will embrace an enjoyable
wryou marned oroe maskal winnes

=

By Wirndows | Swgrbombear 22, 2E | Paga 1

VIGE GUIL

sSpring Cleaning

For All Seasons

*Trustworthy cleaning services i meet your needs
*Houses, apartments and commercia
*Schedule that works best for you,

weekdy, bi-weekly, or monthly

*All routine housework, plus specid dean-up jobs
=[wner supervised ceaning crew and ensures quality
sExcellent references and competitive rates

617-895-7472

CTRIC

iy
@ Proviping QuUaLITy
o ELecTRICAL SERVICES

to the BosTon AREA

D’S ELECTRIC

ResipentiaL & COMMERCIAL
FrRee ESTIMATES
24 Hour ServICE

Dedicated to Customer Service sinca 1971

617.542.2000
www.ds-electric.com

Mass License #145804

WEDDINGS

TrI Iy mwmm«r
SO0O00O0DE0SS 808000 avenl invilalons o o o
GoeooeOEeEeea o wedding programs @ 80 00
soapoooeceses weddingmenus oo esnaae
copooopooromcorioonds oo PE OB ODODOD
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www. ymngrohomdesigns. com « infol@mngrahamdasigns.com
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Serving our communily with pride

Jrom the beginning

JJBodner

lsuranee Ageney of Boston

Auto Home Business Condo Pet Insurance

8 Clarendon St Boston 617-437-9400
jjbodner.com



