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Two trans men sue Kansas over a law
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Finding Courage

Wahls.

Zach Wahls’s Viral Marriage Equality Speech
and His Message for LGBTQ+ Families Today
by Dana Rudolph | drudolph@mombian.com

contributing writer

Zach Wahls ({right}) with wife Chloe Angyal and son Elijah. Photo courtesy of Zach

In 2011, a 19-year-old named Zach
Wahls gave a speech to the lowa legis-
lature du.rtng the state’s marriage tqual—
ity battles, descn'bi.ng his life with two
moms. It went viral, catching national
attention. Wahls, now a two-term Towa
stare senator running for US. Senate,
spoke with me for the speech’s 15th
anniversary, laoking at its impact and
focring advice for parents and young
people today.

‘Wahls was a University of Iowa stu-
dent when he testified, famously as-
strting, “The sexual orientation of my
parents has had zero effect on the con-
tent of my character.” The speech gave
insight into the lives of same-sex-headed
families, while Wahlss cloquence and
conviction (he was a high school debate
champion) made the case for equality

see MOMBIAN, pge 4

Markey Reintroduces Transgender
Bill of Rights Resolution

By Bay Windows Staff

US. Senator Ed Markey of Massa-
chusetts on Feb. 11 reintroduced acon-
grtssional resolution caﬂing for sweep-
ing federal protections for tmnsgendcr
and nDnbinary Americans, r:va'mg an
effort first introduced in a prior session
of Congress.

The “Transgender Bill of Righes”
resoludon, filed in the Senate alongsidc
companion }egisla:inn in the House

led by Rep. Pramila Jayapal of Wash-

ington and co-led by Reps. Sara Jacobs
of California and Mark Takano of
California, outlines a broad framework
urging Congress and federal agencies
to strengthen civil rights protections
based on gender identity.

According to Markey’s office, the
resolution calls for updating and en-
forcing federal civil rights laws, includ-
ing the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and
Title IX, to explicitly prohtbit dis-

see MARKEY, page 2

invalidating their driver’s license

By John Hanna
Associated Press

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — Two
{rﬂnsgﬁndﬁr men are Suing Klnsas
over a new law that invalidated their
driver’s licenses and about 1,700
Dthﬂfs fDI’ rﬁﬂﬂﬂti“g pEDplE,S gﬂ“dﬂf
identities and not their sex assigncd
at birch, arguing that the measure is
“dehumanizing.”

‘The men filed their case Thursday,

the same day the law took effect, and

see KANSAS, p.oge 2
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Kan., and Rabbi Moti Rieber, right, executive director of Kansas Interfaith Action,
protest a new Kansas law that will nvalidate hundreds of driver’s licenses and birth
certificates for transgender people. AP photo by John Hanna.

UMass Boston Athletics Named NCAA
Division III LGBTQ+ Institution of the Year

By Bay Windows Staff’

The athletics department at the
University of Massachusetts Boston
has been recognized as the 2025
NCAA Division III LGBTQ Insti-
tution Df{hﬂ Yﬂﬂr, an l'\DnDr awarded

by the NCAA’s Division [II LGBTQ

Working Group during the annual
NCAA Convention.

The award recognizes colleges
and universities that demonstrate
sustained leadership in promoting
LGBTQ+ inclusion, advncacy, and
support within Division I1I athletics

programs.

University officials said the ree-
ognition reflects a multi-year effort
to build a more inclusive athletics
culeure for student-athletes, coaches,
and staff. In a statement announc-
ing the award, Vice Chancellor and

see UMASS, page 7

WOMEN'’S HISTORY MONTH

Womencrafts Marks 50 Years as a Lesbian-
Owned Feminist Landmark in Provincetown

By Bay Windows Staft’

One of the country’s last remaining
feminist bookstores is turning 0.

Womencrafts, the
and operated bookstore and gift shop

lesbian-owned

on Commercial Streer, will celebrate
its golden anniversary in 2026 with a
weckend of events March 20-22, ac-

Cordjng Lo a press release issued by the

see WOMENCRAFTS, page 5
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“Ideally, Id like to date an older elegant man who speaks beautifully and is filthy rich.
Then I'd like to date a 40-year-old guy who is passionate about something. I don’t care what.

Then I'd like to date an 18-year-old who I see twice a week and whose name I don’t know.”

— Liza Minnelli, as told to Michael Feinstein. Although | suppose it could just as easily be a Feinstein quote.

more in Billy Masters on page 6!

Courtesy photo
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Markey
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crimination based on gender identity in employ-
ment, housing, education, health care and public
accommodations. It also urges federal agencies to
CNSUTe access to gEndEf'ﬂmminghEﬂhh care, pfﬂ'
tect [HUGgEndEr Studﬁnfs, a.nd ﬂ.ddrESS VfDIEnCE
targﬁt'lng Uﬁnsgﬁndﬁf pﬁﬂpl.:.

“Trans rights are human rights” Markey said in

a statement announcing the measure, arguing that
transgender Americans are facing increased dis-
crimination and legislative atracks in states across
the country.

The resolution itself does not :hange federal
law. Instead, it expresses the sense of Congressand
lays out policy goals that supporters say should
gufdt future legisla[iun and rtgula[ory action.
Similar versions introduced in previous sessions
did not advance to a vote.

In announcing the reintroduction, lawmalers

cited what they described as agrowing number of
state-level measures restricting access to gender-
affirming care, limiting participation of transgen-
der athletes in school sports, and cu:tai]ing how
g:ndcr identity is addressed in schools.

Advocacy organizations including Advocates
for Trans Equality endorsed the resolution, call-
ing it a reaffirmation of federal commitment to
protecting transgsnd:r people from discrimina-
tion.

The measure arrives in a closely divided Con-

gress, where major civil rights legislation faces
steep procedural hurdles. Whether the resolution
gains traction beyond its introduction remains
uncertain, but supporters say it signals continued
Democratic backing for expand.ing statutory pro-
tections for transgender and nonbinary Ameri-
cans.

Mark:y, a angU'me supporter of LGBTQ+
rights, has przviously cD—spDnsor:d the Equal.ity
Act and other federal l:gtslation aimed at expand-
ing anti-discrimination protections.

Kansas

Continued from page 1

argue that it violates rights to privacy, persor\al
autonomy and due legal process guaranteed
by the Kansas Constitution. The men also are
challenging the law’s tough, new enforcement
provisions for the state’s 3-year-old policy of
barring transgsnder people from using public
restrooms or other single-sex facilities associ-
ated with their gender identities.

The men want to block the law, which also
invalidated roughly 1,800 transgender peo-
ple’s birth certificates. They filed their case in
district court in Dnuglas County, where they
live, which is home to the main University of
Kansas campus and is a liberal bastion in a red-
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“The Kansas Constitution prohibits the
Kansas Legislature’s targeting of transgender
individuals for this discriminatory and dchu-
manizfng treatment,” the lawsuic says.

The state Supreme Court declared in 2019
that the Kansas Bill of Rights confers and pro-
tects a right to bodily autonomy — a decision
that protected abortion rights.

The new law was enacted last week when
chublicam, who hold a supermajority in the
Legisla{ure, overrode a veto by Democratic
Gov. Laura Kelly. The judge handling the law-
suit, James McCabria, was appointed to the
benchin 2014 by Republican Gov. Sam Brown-
back, and Douglas County residents have voted
three times since to keep him on the bench.

A 2023 state law, also enacted over Kelly’s

veto, defined male and female by a person’s
"biolngical reproductive system” at birth. The
Kansas Supreme Court hasn't yet reviewed it.

This year’s law calls for stift fines for cities,
counties, publﬁc schools and state agencies that
don’t restrict transgendtr people’s use of facili-
ties, as well as fines and criminal prosecutions
for transgender people who violate it. People
also can sue trans individuals over alleged viola-
tions,

Republican legislatm's argued that the new
law will protect girls and women and often de-
scribed transgender women and girls as male.

“Kansans expect clarity, not confusion,
House Speaker Dan Hawkins, a Wichita Re-
publican, said after the law was enacted. “They
expect leadership, not surrender to radical ac-
tivists.”

The law bars any “sex” listing on driver’s li-
censes and birth certificates other than the one
assigned at birch and invalidates existing re-
cords that don’t comply. The state has started
notifying [ransgender penplt by mail chat their
licenses are invalid and they must get new ones
immediately.

At least eight other states don't allow trans-
gender people to change one or both docu-
ments, but Dr\ly Kansas has invalidated docu-
ments that were previously changed.

The two men suing over the new law are from
Lawrence, about 40 miles (64 kilometers) west
of Kansas City, and represented by American
Civil Liberties Union attorneys. They’re identi-
fied as Daniel Doe and Matthew Moe, saying
they fear discrimination, harassment and vio-
lence if they don’t remain anonymous.
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WORLD BRIEFS

Ugandan police arrest two women for allegedly
kissing in public

KAMPALA, Uganda (AP) — Ugandan police
detained two women who were reported by their
neighbors to be engaging in same-sex activities, a
police spokesperson said on Thursday, one of the
first known instances of arrests under an and-LG-
BTQ+ law cnacted in 2023,

The women were arrested in the northwestern
city of Arua on Feb. 18 after police were notified
[hty were often setnldssfng.w'hen officers arrived,
they caught the couple “red-handed on the cement
floor,” said spokesperson Josephine Angucia.

The women were later freed on police bond and
have yet to be charged as the investigations are con-
[fnuir\g, she said.

The controversial Anti-Homosexuality Act was
supported by many in Uganda but widely con-
demned by rights activists and others abroad. Its
promoters said it was necessary to protect chil-
dren.

While the legislation does not criminalize iden-
tifying as LGBTQ+, it mandates the death penalty
for “aggravated homosexuality,” which is defined as
cases of sexual relations involving people infected
with HIV, as well as with minors and other catego-
ries of vulnerable people.

The detention of the women in Arua “under-
scores the grim reality we are facing on the ground
under the An[i—Hnmostxuality Act” said Frank
Mugisha, a prominent LGBTQ+ leader in Ugan—
da. “We have seen a surge in a targeted crackdown
that goes beyond just arrests; it has fueled a danger-
ous cycle ofblackmail and extorton.”

Same-sex activity is stpara[dy criminalized in

PHOTOGRAPHY AND THE RE-IMAGINED SELF

the East African country under a colonial-cra law
that punishes reladons against “the order of na-
ture.”

Homosexuality is criminalized in many of Af-
rica’s 54 countries. The West African narion of Sen-
Egal is curren[ly trying to impose mugherptnal[its

for same-sex activity.

Senegal introduces legislation to boost mini-
mum sentence for homosexuality to 5 years
By Babacar Dione, Associated Press

DAKAR, Senegal (AP) — Senegal ‘s Prime
Minister Ousmane Sonko introduced legislation in
parliament Tuesday that would roughen the prison
term for homosexuality in the West African nation
to at least five years from the current minimum of
one yﬂﬂl’.

Tl'lﬁ IJIH 3.150 Sﬁﬁks o bmﬂdﬁn thﬁ Scﬂpﬁ nf“’hat
is defined as “unnatural acts” under the law that
has criminalized homosexuality in the conserva-
tive country since its i.ndependencc from France
in 1960. But the legislation would not clevate the
crime from the current level as a misdemeanor.

“We can achieve the intended objectives with-
out going so far as to elevate the acts” to the level of
more serious crimes, Sonko said.

Human rights groups in Senegal say the situa-
tion for gay people in the country has been deterio-
rating since 2018, and thar at least a dozen people
haVE IJEEn am{ﬁd in recent WﬂEkS over auegﬂ.[ions
of homosexuality.

The Egislation fulfills one of Sonkos campaign
promises and now needs to be passed in the Na-
tional Assembly, where Sonko’s PASTEF party is

in control,

Netherlands coalition government takes office
led by youngest-ever premier Rob Jetten
By Mike Corder, Assaciated Press

THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) — A new
minority Dutch coalition government took of-
fice Monday led by Rob Jetten, the Netherlands’
youngest-ever prime minister who will have to use
allhis brfdge—building skills to pass laws and see out
a full four-year term in office.

Jetten, 38, heads a three-party administration
made up of his centrist D66, the cen{er—rtgh{ Chris-
tian Democrats and the center-right People’s Party
for Freedom and Democracy.

Jetten, who is the Netherlands first openly gay
premier, said in a post on X it was “an enormous
honor to be able to getto work as primeminfs[er.”

The coalition parties mg:thcr hold only 66 of
the lower house of parliament’s 150 seats, so Jetten
will have to negotiate with opposition lawmalers
to find support for every picce of legislation his
government wants to pass. The brgest opposition
bloc, the ncwly merg:d Green Left and Labor Par-
ty, has already signaled it will push for changes to
some of Jetten's plans.

Jetten and his team of ministers took their oach
ofoffice in the presence of King Willem-Alexander
in the ornate Orange Hall of the royal palace in a
forest on the edge of The Hague. The king wished
the new government good luck “in uncertain
dmes””

A small group of demonstrators from the Ex-
tnction Rebellion environmental group protested
outside the gates of the palace during the ceremony
and sounded sirens as the new ministers lined up

for a formal phum.

Following the traditional photo of the new Cab-
inet on the steps of the palace, the new government
ministers held their first meeting.

The Netherlands' main LGBTQI+ organiza-
tion, COC, welcomed Jettensappointment.

“The new premier can be a role model for
peop]e from the rainbow community,” it said in a
statement. “Tt shows that your sexual orientation
doesn’t have to matter. That you can become a con-
struction worker, adoctor, a lawyer, and even prime
minister”

The government was sworn in 117 days after
national elections that Jetten’s party won by a nar-
row margin over the Party for Freedom led by anti-
Islam lawmaker Geert Wilders. The final result was
decided only after a count of postal ballots after the
fourth national election since 2017 in the politi-
cally splintered Netherlands.

The new government took office a day before
the fourth anniversary of Russias full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine. Jetten has pledged to continue
his country’s strong support for Kyiv as it batdes
the forces of Russian President Vladimir Putin.
He has also said he will continue spending to
strengthen the Dutch military in times of geopo-
litical uncertainty.

Dilan Yz§tlgﬁz-ZEgErius, the new defense min-
ister, will be in charge of overseeing that goal and
she underscored its importance in her first mes-
sage on social media after [akjngup her post.

“Our own security is at stake, and we must not
be naive about that," she posted on X. “If we want
freedom to prevail and our way of life to endure,
then the Netherlands and Furope must take mat-

ters into their own hands.”
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contributing writer

Mirabel is a queer refugee who runs a safe house
in Nairobi, Kenya.

The house provides shelter to seven adults and
eight children. My focus here is on the children.
They are ted and cared for; they got the shoes,
sweaters, and notebooks they need for school.

Recently, someone abandoned a 4-year-old
boy outside Mirabel’s safe house before dawn. She
tound him shivering on the ground. He cried, but
did not speak. All he was wearing was a shirt, shorts
and no shoes. She held him, gave him medicine
and wrapped him in her T-shirt. She contacted the
local village chief and the police and consulted a
nonprofit group that helps children. She was told
to take the child to a county facility a good distance
away.

She sang for the child to comfort him. He
was fascinated and touched her face. When they
reached the place where she was to turn him over to
the county officials, the boy cried as she was leaving.
In the space of aday, a bond of trust had formed. It
was heartbreaking, but Mirabel is at capacity with
the children she already has.

The next day the officials called and said the boy
is not Kenyan but Congolese. He is a refugee whose
mother died in an accident. Because they put refu-
gees in a differenc category, they told Mirabel to
come and take him to some other place.

She refused. She said she had done her best to
get him the help he needed, and had no further re-
spnmibility. FDrtu.nately, she has aparalegal certifi-
cate which helps her deal with government officials.

The cries of a child
Lessons from society’s treatment of children
by Richard J. Rosendall | rrosendall@starpower.net

The pnlice she spnl;e with told her she had done the
right thing.

The world can be a cold and cruel place, espe-
cially for children. There are thousands of homeless
children in Nairobi.

In 1988, the late gay historian and Yale pmfes—
sor John Boswell wrote a book called “The Kind-
ness of Strangers: The Abandonment of Children
in Western Furope from Late Antiquity to the Re-
naissance.” The practice was common. Parents used
churches and fnu.ndling huspitals.

With sucha hiitnry, it should be no surprise that
recent weeks have seen Customs and Immigration
Enforcement officers in America arresting parents
while leaving their children on their own, as well as
cases in which a parent and child were seized and
sent to one of Trump’s concentration camps.

The boy in Nairobi could have been treated
worse by whoever left him outside the safe house. In
America, cases arise of newborn babies being found
in trash bins by passersby who hear their cries.

It requires receptivity to gain u.nderitanding of
others’ suffering, I am much better off than a refu-
gee in Kenya. [ have a pension, health insurance and
a personal support network. I am not estranged
from my family and I have loving friends. T have
legal rights for which I and many others fDught.
Those rights are now under attack by Trump and
his allies, not because Trump personally cares, but
because stnking the culture wars helps him consoli-
date power.

Some gay and trans refugees who fled to Nai-

robi from neighbnri.ng countries have had to hide
from family members who went there to hunt them
down. Dissertations could be written on why mur-
ders of family members for being different came to
be called “honor killings.” There is no honor in ig-
norance, cruelry and hare.

Recent events show that if we do not learn to re-
spect our differences, secietywill splinter into con-
flict and needless suffering. Those who will suffer
the most are children.

None of us can solve all the problems in the
world, but we can do our part. Mirabel did so when
she comforted the abandoned boy and looked for
where to take him for the care he needed. She still
doesn’t know his name, but she remembers her
heartbreak when he cried at theirparting.

When she returned home, the children ac her
house were waiting and greeted her warmly.

Let us hold our children close while giving a
thought to those who are lost, alone and afraid. We
should not accept a caste system in which our own
children are safe and well cared for, while others
fend for themselves in the streets.

Suffering that we ignore can metastasize into a
threar to things we take for granted. The more of
us who step in to fill the gaps instead Dfleavi.ng the
task to others, the more we will build community
rather than chaos.

Richard Rosendall is a writer and activist who can
be reached at rrosendall@me.com.

Copyright © 2026 by Richard . Rosendall. All

n‘gb{x reserved.

Mombian

Continued from page 1

more clearly than many had heard before.

“I had no idea the impact it would have on my
family, on my life, on so many other people across
the country, he reflected. “I think even all these years
later, ic’s still reverberating in ways that are sometimes
hard to ﬁJlly appreeiate.”

When he gave the speech, Wahls was studying
engineering, but said he was "pmbably more aware
of politics than your average engineering student, be-
cause at a relatively young age, [ learned that politics
was very interested in me and families like mine.” His
speech, however, was "acatalyzing moment” that “ac-
celerated an awareness of how advocacy could have a
positive impact in the world,” he explained. He thus
continued to work on marriage equality in lowa and
natinnally. An Eagle Scout, too, he helped found and
lead Scouts for Equality, the successful national cam-
paign to end anti-LGBTQ+ discrimination in the
Boy Scouts. In 2018, he won a state senate seat.

The marriage equality he helped secure had a di-
rect impact on his life. His mom Terry has muldple
sclerosis, which “did really devastau'ng thingﬁ to her
physically and mentally,” he noted. For her and his
mom Jackie to be able to navigate the healthcare
system like any other married couple, “because their
relationship was remgnized as valid and equal,M he
explained, was “a very important development for
our family”

As an outgrowth of his advocacy work, too, he
said, “I almost feel like [ have a sibling rela:iﬂnship in

alot of ways with any other kids [ meet who are also
the children of LGBTQ parents.”

His speech also connected him with his now-wife,
writer Chloe Angyal, after she penned a 2011 arti-
cle jokingly titled “Marry Me, Zach Wahls” for the
blog Femi.nisu'ng, in praise of his testimony. “Wahls
reached out; they married in 2021 and welcomed
their first child in 2024

Now, as efforts grow in lowa and natonally to
push back on LGBTQ+ rights, in:lud.ing transgen-
der rights and marriage equality, ‘Wahls offers thisad-
vice from his experience both as someone who grew
up with same-sex parents and as a parent himself.
“For parents, obviously, there’s a pretty innate desire
towant to protect your kids and your family.” he ob-
served. He suggests “being candid about what's hap-
pening" when speal(ing with kids, but also assuring
them “that they're not facing those dangers or those
threatsalone, that not only do you have a family, you
have a whole communiry coming tegether o oy
and ﬁght back” In the early 2000s, when marriage
equality “was a very hot political topic;” he shared, 1
was aware of what was happening our in the world,
but never thought thar my parents couldn’t take
care of me or our family. I think that projecting that
strength and commitment to defending cach other,
taking care of each other, is probably the thing that’s
ultmately the most important.”

Because his parents had heeded that, he explained,
when the opportunity arose to testify to the legisla—
ture, “I was safe enﬂugh and secure ennugh in who
T was as a young adult that I could do it.” To youth
with LGBTQ+ parents today who also wish to
speak out, he advises thar the most important thingis

not just to present arguments, but rather “to connect
on an emotional level and on a human level” and, by
emphasizing, like his speech, “the things that we have
in common, not the things that make us different.”
At the same time, he recognizes that “advocacy isn't
for everybody” and for some, “There might be other
opportunities or ways to be supportive to people in
the community.”

Whether through advocacy or otherwise, he sees
movement towards change. During his current cam-
paign for US. Senate, he said, “Everywhere we go,
there are more and more people who understand
that the way things are in our politics is not the way
that they have to be, that a better future is possible,
but that ic’s not goingto happen on its own. It is go-
ingto be the result of ordinary people dning extraotr-
dinary things.”

Even though times are hard right now, he’s hope-
ful for the future. “It won't be casy, and there are go-
ing to continue to be terrible things thatare happen—
ing between now and where we're trying to get to,”
he explained. “But I'm sure that we're going to get
there.”

“I had a speech that happened to go viral ar the
right tme, and it had a much la.rger impact than [
would have ever thought possible,” he reflected, urg-
ing others, “You never know when it might be your
courage that reaches a much broader audience than
you expect. | think it’s always worth it to find that
courage.”

Dana Rudolph is the founder and publisher of
Mombian (mombian.com), a two-time GLAAD Me-
dia Award-winning blog for LGBTO+ parents, plus a
searchable database qf 1,900+ LGBTQ+ ﬁm}fy baoks.
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Womencrafts

Continued from page 1

organization.

Founded in 1976, Womencrafts has functioned
as more than a retail store. The shop offers books,
music, art, jewtlry and gif[s created by women and
trans artists, while also serving as aga{hertng space
and organizing hub for women and the LGBTQ+
community, the press release states. For decades,
it has provided “a welcoming and affirming space
where people have found safery, connection, and
the courage to be fully themselves.”

At its height in the 1970s through the carly
1990s, the women’s bookstore movement included
dozens of feminist retail spaces nationwide. Today,
fewer than a dozen remain in the United States,
according to the press release. Current owner Mi-
chelle Axelson purchased Womenerafts in 2015.

The shops future in Provincetown was solidi-
fied in 2022, when supporters raised $215,000
tl'\mugh a GoFundMe campaign to purchase the
building that houses the store, the press release
notes.

Womencrafts continues to serve the Provinc-
ctown and Outer Cape community as a center
for activism and civic engagement, hosting plan—
ning mtetings, educational events, letter—writing
campaigns and protests, according to the release. It
remainsa cultural anchor for visitors and residents
who view Provincetown as a plact of safﬁty and

b:]ongﬁng.

Anniversary Weekend Events

The 50th anniversary celebration will feature a
mix nfperforma_nc:s, warkshops and community
gatherings.

A cabaret night spanning five decades of Wom-
encrafts will include performances by Melissa Fer-
rick, Natalia Zukerman, Karen Grenier, Marissa
Miller, Poppy Cha.mplin, Anne Stott and Suede,
according to the press release. Other scheduled
events include a story[clling night, a Wnrkshup
focused on preserving women’s ‘herstory,” film
screenings centered on lesbian, queer and femi-
nist themes, art exhibits, a craft fair, and a wellness
event mmbining a sound bath, meditation and
gentle yoga.

The weekend will also launch “Womencrafts’

50th Anniversary Presents,” ayea.rlong series of au-
thor talks, discussions and community gatherings,
the press release stares.

“As attacks on bodﬂy autonomy, LGBTQ+
rtghts, and trans lives continue across the country,
spaces like Womencrafts are not just cultural and
they are lifelines,” Axelson

said in the press release. “Womencrafts exists be-

historic landmarks —

cause our Cﬂmmlﬂ\ify ﬂﬂﬁds placnﬁ WhErE we can
gath:r, organize, reflect, and be seen. That was true
in 1976, and it’s true now.”

Many events are free, with reservations request-

ed.

Event Schedule (Selected)

+  Storytelling Night: March 20, 6 p.m,
Unitarian Universalist Mecting House,
236 Commercial St. (Frzt; reservations
requested)

. ]\{nmingDFRnla_xaﬂon: March 21, 9 a.m.,,
location to be announced (Free; reserva-
tions requested)

. Cabaret: March 21,7 p-m.,, Unitarian Uni-
versalist Meeting House, 236 Commercial
St. ($39-$55)

e Preserving Our Herstory Workshop:
March 21, 2:30 p.m., Provincetown Com-
mons, 46 Bradford St. (Frse; reservations
requested)

How to Get Tickets and More Information

Tickets for the March 21 cabarer and reserva-
tions for free events are available through Wom-
encrafts’ official website, womencraftsptown.com,
according to the press release. The site includes
the full anniversary weckend schedule, ticket links
and updates about the yearlong “50ch Anniversary
Presents” series.

Additional information is available in person
at the store, located ar 376 Commercial St. in
Provincetown, and through Womencrafts' social
media channels on Facebook, Instagram (@wom-
encrafts) and TikTok (@womencrafts1976), the
press release states.

‘Womencrafts showcases work by more than
100 female artists and carrics approximatcly 1,000
books. It isone of 13 remaining feminist bookstores
in the country, according to the Drg:a.nizan'm.

This article is based on information provided in
a press release issued by Womencrafts.

For more information go to

womencraftsptown.com

RICHARD SILVERMAN, M.D.
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billy masters

Thisis supposed to be the fun, frothy, frilly column that delivers
some entertainment news, some industry dish, and a few chuck-
les. So, I hate to kick things off with bad news. When people talk
about the current government infringing on people’s rights, none
of us is immune. The latest target is tmns‘gender people in Kan-
sas. If you live there and have gone through gender reassignment,
you likely petitioned to cha.nge your birth certificate and driver’s
license. As of last week, those changes have been invalidated—and
tuture changes to those documents are banned by a recent ruling.
I can’t say chat this is how it begins...bu[ this is how it’s happtning
now.

I am always delighted to spotlight great work of those T love.
So let’s start with the magnificent Miriam Margolyes, who is in
the Oscar-nominated live action short A Friend of Dorothy”.
What is extraordinary about Miriam is she always appears com-
pletely authentic. There’s no “actor-y” nonsense about her. She
just “is”. As Dorothy who bonds with a teenage boy, one suspects
Miriam identifies with her more than some other characters. But
that doesn’t make it any the less staggering. It should be nored
that she’s well-partnered with Alistair Nwachukwu as Dorothy's
“friend”. It’s a sweet, tuuchtng, lovely film which you can sce on
BillyMasters.com.

Then there’s my Play Mama, Jenifer Lewis. Superlatives are al-
most superfluous when it comes to describing her. Suffice it to say,
she is someone whose talents are boundless and who always deliv-
ers. Yes, she’sin “GOAT” playing warthogFlDrenc: “Flo” Everson,
owner of the basketball team (fun fact—she also played Flo in
“Cars”). But the big news is thar she'll be reprising a memorable
role when she joins the cast of the reboot of “A Different World”
for Netflix. In the Drigir\al, she playzd Hillman Cnl]ege% Dean
Dorothy Da.ndridge Davenport. In the reboot, Davenport is still
at Hillman—but now she’s a professor. Stay tuned.

Then there’s the divine Charles Busch—who I am certain
would not mind being lumped in with Jenifer and Miriam, With
his own brand of “je ne sais quoi”, he’s carved a unique niche
for himself in the theatrical annals. One of his biggest successes
was when he wrote the hit Broadway play, “The Tale of the Al-
lergist’s Wife”. In 2019, Charles joined the original cast by tak-
ing on the leading lady role (that Evcning, the ﬂriginal lzading
lady, Linda Lavin, played the mother). Busch is once again slip—
ping into the pumps of Marjorie Taub. This time, the venue will
be Palm Springs’ Plaza Theatre as part of their “rePLAY” series.
This script-in-hand reading of the play will also feature Chris
Carranza, Alix Korey, Lewis J. Stadlen, and the phennm—
enal Harriet Harris in the role created by Michele Lee. Two
nights only—March 13th and 14th. You can grab your tickets at
PalmSpringsPlazaTheatre.com.

Speaking of theartre, Megan Thee Stallion is headed to the
Great White ‘Way. For her Broadway debut, I\f{:g isjoining the cast
of “Moulin RDL‘lgE! The Musical”. Yes, the same “Moulin Rouge”
which recently announced it will close this summer (a coinci-
dence, I'm sure). Starting on March 24th, Stallion will take over
the role of impresario Harold Zidler—the role currently played by
Bob the Drag Queen and previously embodied by Boy George.
Reflective of the times we live in, }\-{egan is b:ing touted as “the
first female-identifying performer to play the role”. She will stay
with the show for eight weeks, wrapping up on May 17th.

The fun never stops in our coverage of “Traitors”. This anec-
dote comes from the premiere party, which took place at West
Hollywood hotspot The Abbey. Lisa Rinna claims that someone
slipped something into her drink. “I had fentanyl in my system.
I'm not kidding. I had fentanyl, high levels of amphetamines and
other thing:. But I can’t talk a lot about it because we're still deal-
ing with it." During a promotional appearance on “Good Day
New York”, she went on. “So many people that I know have had
this happen at The Abbey. All my daughter’s friends. I mean, this
is nota first-time thing. This is something that’s gone on for years.”
We're told that fellow “ Traitor” Colton Underwood first noticed
Rinna was unwell at the party and alerted her team to intervene.
A spokesperson for The Abbey says, “ We pulled and reviewed all
available surveillance footage from the time in question and inter-
viewed staff on duty. We found no evidence of drink tampering or

suspicious behavior toward her.”

You wanna talk about outta sight casting? “Star Trek: Starflect
Academy” is going further than Gene Roddenberry ever imag-
ined—we're getting our first gay Klingon! Since the show started,
people have speculated that the character of Jay-Den Kraag could
have a secret. And he sure does. In the most recent episode, he
had more than a little sexual tension with a fellow academy cadet.
Actor Karim Diane portrays Jay-Den and he wrote this on social
media: “Not gonna pretend like [ wasn't afraid to take onthisrole.
Part of me still kinda is. I knew chat I was gonna, you know, receive
alot ofnsgattve comments that were rooted in homophobia and
racism and bigotry. But what yall have to understand, T have re-
ceived 10 times more messages from LGBTQ+ people around the
world telling me how much the character Jay-Den means to them.
And that is all thar matcers to me, truly”

Tom Daley had a close encounter with the Muppets on “Ses-
ame Street”. His first scene was with Bert and Elmo. “We're fans
of your athleticism, but also of your knitting,” said Berr, forever
putting to rest those pesky rumors about his relationship with Er-
nic (he admitted that he’s knitting his “roommate” a searf). But
things reallygot cooking when Tom shared the screen with Cook-
ie Monster. Daley gifted him with a kind of “cookie cozy”—with
predictable results. You can check it out on our website.

I don’t think cheboys from “Heated Rivalry” are into knitting—
but perhaps that could be a twist for season two, which they won’t
even b:gin ﬁlming until this summer (episodes will air spring of
2027). Since the fans aren’t content waiting for the second season,
theyre making their own episodes. TikTok creator Carter Tyra
came up with her own continuation. “They're serling into their
new home with their new baby, Edward Jacob, or EJ for short.
Shane found out he was pregnant again on Valentine’s Day.” Well,
who didn’t see that coming?

I’'m sure you all watched Conner Storrie host “Saturday Night
Live”. I thought he did a commendable job. He's kinda goofy and
game for anything (which is how I like my men). He even showed
off his body as a stripper who had been in a car accident, a char-
acter he developed during clown classes at the Elysian Theater in
LA—and we've got the original stripper photos to prove it. Of
course, Hudson Williams showed his support. But one of the
best skits didn’t make it past dress rehearsal. In it, Connor played
Armiec Hammer, who admits to having Tourettes Syndrome.
“Not many people know this, but one of the most common side
effects of Tourcttes is cannibalism. You could be casually DMing
with a girl when suddenly the Tourette’s takes over and you're typ-
ing stuff like, T'm lttcrally going to eat you.’ And she’s like TOL
what? And you're like, T'm not LOLing, or ROFLing. I'm gonna
drink your blood and gnaw the meat off your ribs like I'm at an
Applebee’s” Check out the skit on BillyMasters.com.

We have time for a brief “Ask Billy” question which will warm
the cockles of your cockles. Jared in Miami said, “fjm!mw adip Qf
‘Young Hercules"on YouTube. Is that a young Ryan Gosling?”

Thar is indeed. I had forgotten abour this shorclived series,
which came from the makers of “Beastmaster” and “Xena”. Ryan
sports that floppy blond ‘do that I continue to be so partial to. The
show came to the former “Mouscketeer” in an odd way. Ian Bo-
hen played the role in the pilot movie and four episodes of “Hercu-
les: The Legendary Journeys”. When the series changed from a one-
hour adventure show to a half-hour children’s show, Bohen passed.
He also didn’t want to relocate to New Zealand, where it would be
filmed. Enter the lovely Gosling, who gave off a more youthful exu-
berance. And he wasn't alone—many of the scenes were stolen by
his onscreen cohort, Dean O’Gorman, who was not only hot but
funny! Check out some of their footage on BillyMasters.com.

When I'm using the Wayback Machine to answer a question,
it’s definitely time to end yet another column. And I didn't even
need the assistance of Mr. Peabody (or his boy Sherman, which
sounds awfully Epstein-esque). [ am back in the States, but who
knows for how long. For now, I'm just fncusir\g on bringfng you
the latest gossip on www.BillyMasters.com—the site that always
delivers. Send your questions to Billy@BillyMasters.com and I
promise to get back to you before I go to an Applebee’s! Until next
time, remember, one man’s filch is another man’s bible.
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UMASS

Continued from page 1

Director of Athletics and Recreation Dr. Jacqueline
Schuman said the honor represents “intentional work”
across the department to create an environment where
311 3.[}1]2[55 FEEI Suppﬂrttd and Elblﬁ to SuCCEEd.

UMass Boston has expanded its inclusion infrastruc-
ture in recent years. [n 2023, {hﬁ d:partmﬁnt Cfﬁatﬁd
a Director of Community Engagement and Inclusive
Excellence role to coordinate equity initiatives across
teams and campus partners. ’HIE a[hle(ic; prﬂgram 3150
launched an active Athlete Ally chapter, hosted Pride-
thﬂmﬁd athlﬁﬂ.c events, I{nd sent Studﬂnt'athlﬁtfs and
staff to national inclusion programs including the Ach-
lete Ally Activism Summit and the NCAA’s Common

Ground initiative.

In addition, the department maintains a Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion Committce composed of ath-
letes, coaches, and administrators who meet regularly
to identify chaﬂ:ngcs and advance policy improve-
ments. University officials also highlighted implicit-
bias training and campus partnerships designed to
s[reng[hen inclusive hiring and team culeure.

The NCAA’s Division III LGBTQ of the Year
awards program honors both institutions and indi-
viduals who demonstrate leadership in advancing
LGBTQ+ inclusion within intercollegiate athlerics.
This year’s coach honoree was Mitchell McPartland
of the University of Chicago.

The university announcement dﬂlaiﬂrzg the award
was reported by Crystal Valencia for UMass Boston
News.
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