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When the “Job” robs your sanity

Chris Nee. Photo courtesy of Disney Junior/Craig Sjodin.

Queer Representation in Children’s Media
Backlash and a Way Forward
by Dana Rudolph | drudolph@mombian.com

contributing writer

LGBTQ representation in children’s
media has been hard won. “Every time
you see a queer character on screen, that
is the end result of someone having Te-
ally, really put themselves on the line
to push that storyline through. And
that was even in the best of times,” said
three-time Emmy Award-winning chil-
dren’s television screenwriter and pro-
ducer Chris Nee in an interview.

Nee (“Doc McStuffins”; “Ada Twist,
Scientist”) and Emmy Award-winning
animation casting and voice director
Kristi Reed (“Steven Universe”; “Dead-
End: Paranormal Park”) spoke with me
about their effores to encourage queer
representation in children’s media, the
state of the industry, and how to create
change.

Both of them “know how much resis-
tance there is” to queer representation,
Nee said. Several years ago, she and
Reed were “lamenting the state of the
business,” and wondering how to en-
courage people. They asked themselves,
“Why don’t we just give out our own

see MOMBIAN, page 5

RI Foundation Awards $87K to
LGBTQ Community Organizations

Nonprofit organizations serving
Rhode Island’s LGBTQ communitics
will share $87,000 in grants through
the Rhode Island Foundations Eg-
uity Action Fund, the Foundation an-
nounced.

“The Foundation has offered unin-
terrupted grant support to organiza-
tions on the front lines of housing,
health, advocacy and youth services
for more than 20 years,” said Foun-
dation President and CEO David N.
Cicilline.

Grant  recipients include East
Providence Public Library; Woon-
socket Pride; Pride in Aging RI;
Black and Pink Providence; GLAD;
Haus of Codec; Newport Commu-
nity School; Planned Parenthood
of Southern New England; Project
Weber/RENEW; Sojourner House;
Thundermist Health Center; Wan-
dtrground Lesbian Archive Library;
Woonasquatucket Valley Community
Build; and Youth Pride Inc.

The Equity Action Fund has dis-

tributed more than $1.4 million since
its inception, with an additional $2.3
million awarded since 2017 to sup-
port LGBTQ housing and health ser-
vices. The funding comes as LGBTQ-
serving nonprofits continue to face
growing demand for services along—
side increased political and financial
pressure.

LGBTQ-Affirming Senior Hous-
ing Project Planned for East Provi-

sce FOUNDATION, page +

tography.

By Rev. Irene Monroe
Contributing Writer

The play “Job” isa bracing must-see.
Written by the renowned playwright
Max Wolf Friedlich, it is now in its
final weck at the Speakeasy Theater
(527 Tremont Street. The buzz it has
g:neraﬁsd will ling{:r long after the fi-

nal curtain call.

This gripping psychological tech-
no-thriller keeps audiences on the
edge of their scats for its taut 80-min-
ute, one-act runtime. The play unfolds
as a volatile therapy session between
Jane (Josephine Moshiri Elwood), a

see “JOB”, page 2

Tom Morganti

Boston ga¥ liberation
movement trailblazer

Thomas L. “Tom” Mnrg:mti, a
proud and devoted member of Bos-
LGBTQ+ and

a longtimc resident of the Fenway

ton’s community
neighborhood, passed away on Janu-
ary 27, 2026. Born in Walpole, Mas-
sachusetts, on January 18, 1943, Tom
lived a life marked by authtnticity, ac-
tivism, and deep care for those around
him.

Tom’s life was defined by his devo-
tion to his partner of over 30 years,
Eric Schlott, who ensured Tom’s home
was filled with love and safety through
the challenges of Lewy Body Demen-

Ny 8

Tom Morganti. Courtesy photo.

tia in his final years. Their bond was a
testament to Enduﬁng IDVE, care, :{nd
partnership.

see MORGANTI, page 3

“I know how to handle a stick!”

— Gus Kenworthy campaigns for a role in season two of “Heated Rivairy”. But he's got other fish to fry. The ever-ambitious athlete secured a spot on Team GB for the upcoming Olympics.

more in Billy Masters on page 6!
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“‘IOb”

Caniz'ﬁued_ from page 1

Millennial content moderator at a downtown
San Francisco tech firm, and Loyd (Dennis
Trainor, Jr.), a Baby Boomer crisis therapist as-
signed to assess her fitness to return to work.

“Job" dramatizes the hazards of constant sur-
veillance and the psychic toll of a high-pressur:
tech workplace. Jane embodies the long-term,
deleterious effects of such labor—the crosion
of boundaries, the corrosion of mental wellness,
and the steep personal cost of digttal gatekeep—
ing,

Like many Millennials, Jane is a rechie rasked
with reviewing and removing offensive, violent,
and mprﬁhensiblt material from the interner.
Afier suffering a meltdown at work—captured
on video that unsurprtsingly went viral—she is
desperate to reclaim her job. “I was everywhere
on carth, screaming like a crazy person—being
a crazy person,”]ane tells Layd. “I was a meme.”
Loyd’srole is to evaluate herpsychnlogica] readi-
ness to return. “ Would gecring let go from this
job be the worst thing?” he pointedly asks.

Jane's work has exposed her to relentless vio-
lent imagery and hate specch, rzsultingin PTSD
and vicarious trauma. One harmwing account
underscores the depth of thar damage: “The
video was from the civil war in Sierra Leone.
Government soldiers tied a rebel to two trucks.
He was a lictle boy, not older than thirteen. The

trucks drove in opposite directions and split the
boy in half)" Jane recounts. "I buried it—nobody
will ever have to sec that video again.”

Generational tension crackles thmughout
their exchanges, revealing sharply drawn as-
sumptions and resentments. “Boomers spend
their time being mad that sixteen-year-old girls
are using filters on [ns[agram to feel prtt[ier,”
Jane snaps. “We're protecting ourselves from the
thoughts your shampoo commercials made us
think!”

The play moves with startling velocity, mir-
roring the relentless pace at which we are all
forced to live and process information. There are
no winners here, and no tidy resolution to the
moral and ethical questions surrounding tech-
nology’s impact on younger generations. The
audience is left to wrestle with those questions
alone. What we do know is that the play b:gins
in a dark place: Jane is pointing a gun at Loyd.
By the end, we understand why.

“What makes “Job” vital storytelling is its
insistence on complexity. It resists heroes and
villains., It asks us to sit with ambigutty and
examine our own assumptions about harm, re-
sponsibility, and control,” notes Dawn M. Sim-
mons, the Speakeasy Stage Company’s new and
second artistic director. “At a moment when
conversations about mental health, workplace
ethics, and digital surveillance are urgent and
traught, this play offers no sermon—only a mir-
ror” [ left the theater acutely aware of the grip
my iPhone has on my own life.
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Josephine Moshiri Eiwood and Dennis Trainor Jr. Photo by Benjamin Rose Photography.

The performances are nothing short of a tour
de force. Elwood and Trainor spar with impec-
cable timing and their witty, electric repartee
provides relief amid the dark stories they tell.
“Elwood brings a jittery, manic quality, like cir-
cuitry gone haywire. Trainor excels in “Job” asa
regular-seeming professional who has layers —a
betrer word is depths — that aren't immediately

apparent, © The Boston Globe wrote.

Both actors elevate “Job” to an unforgerrable
performance.

After secing the play I'am trying now to un-
tether my dependence on my iPhone. It worked
for the hour T was at the gym.

“Job” runs through February 7 at the Speak-
Easy Stage Company at the Roberts Studio The-
ater, Calderwood, Pavilion. Tickets start at $25.
617-933-8600, w“w.speakeasys(age.com
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Morganti

Caniz'ﬁued_ from page 1

Tom lived his adult life as an out, proud gay
man and was a trailblazer in Boston's early gay
liberation movement. In 1974, he was instru-
mental in the ereation of the iconic Lavender
Rhino, a symbol nfgay pride dmigncd to repre-
sent strength, courage, and inclusivity. He also
helped distribute Fag Rag, a grassroots publi-
cation promoting awareness, community, and
Equa].i[y for gay and lesbian individuals during
the early years of LGBTQ+ activism.

A resident of Boston's Fenway neighborhood
for more than 50 years, Tom was a beloved fix-
ture of the community. He took great pride in
his neighbnrhnod, and in his later years could
often be seen on walks picking up trash along the
streets, thmugh the Back Bay Fens, and around
the Fenway Victory Gardens, quietly caring for
the place he called home.

Tom also had a deep love of music and dance,

which defined much of his social life. In the

1980s and 1990s, he frequented dance cubs
and bars, forming lasting friendships with those
who shared his passion for thythm, movement,
and joy. He worked at Vfr\yl Connection, first in
Copley Square and later near Kenmore Square,
where he sold dance records and connected with
awide community of music lovers. Many of these
fn'tndships endured [hrnughou[ his life, reflect-
ing the warmth and generosity of his spirit.

Tom was predeceased by his parents, Aileen
(Yorston) Morganti and Louis L. Morganti, and
his sisters, Shirley Morganti Warden and Doro-
thy Morganti. He is survived by a wide circle of
friends who loved him for his humor, genemsity,
and zest for life.

Tom’s life was a celebration of courage, com-
munity, and joy. He will be remembered for his
activism, his music and dance, his dedication o
Fenway, and the love he shared with all who knew
him.

Services are private. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to organizations supporting
Lewy Body Dementia rescarch or LGBTQ+

community initiatives.

RICHARD SILVERMAN, M.D.
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To Minnesota with love
Making the instigator-in-chief flinch

by Richard J. Rosendall | rrosendall@starpower.net

The citizens of Minnesota have stood up hero-
ically to the cruelty, viciousness, and ma}'hcm that
Donald Trump has unleashed on their state.

Still, the daily onslaught against freedoms in our
country can wear us down. Let us pause to give one
another credit for the many efforts at resistance. Let
us also notce when the instigator—irn—chtcfﬂimhes
at our pushback.

We should nor give the authoritarians comfort
by sitting out the fight. Instead, we should be like
members of a chorus who drop out quietly during
a sustained note and come back in after takjng a
breath.

One of the problems we face is the brainless
mockery that abounds on social media and makes it
hard to have a serious discussion. Righ[—wtng trolls
and bots are ready to pounce, :ubstttuting laughing
emojis for arguments.

MAGA is built on hate. Its adherents have done
all they can to pull our country apart. They demand
an America that erases, excludes, and removes
people unlike them, They are relentlessly vicious
and ignorant, and refuse to respect the diverse per-
spectives and traditons that have enriched us. They

expect freedom for themselves while refusing to re-
spect the Bill of Rights for others.

If they don't like comparisons to Nazi Germany,
they should stop defending Trump’s secret police.

Like the brave people in the Twin Cities, voters
across the country are maki.ng itclear [hey have had
enough. The radical right’s hatred and attempts
at racial and relig{nus supremacy only diminish
America. We will remain a diverse country whether
the bigots and bullies like it or not.

Pussibly the most a;[onishing evil we are witness-
ing is cruelty toward children. How can anyone not
have a pang of conscience when confronted with
the consequences of their own fanaticism? Such
cold-bloodedness is a sure sign they are in a cult.

Meeting our cnunu’y’s chall:ngss requires a
minimum level of respect and intellectual honesty.
Descending into tribalism is no sign ofstrength.

We are going to defeat this monstrous, corrupt
regime. The courage and decency on display in
our streets show we are capable of so much better
than a political arsonist who poses as a fircfighter.
We will not let him erase the proud history of the
struggle to malke this country live out the meaning

of its creed.

The Democratic Party is the only major party
defending the fundamental American values which
have been rampled by the Republican Party under
Trump. Democrats, to be sure, are not psrftct. We
are always struggling to confront inequities. But we
are defending working people against those who
would divide us for their own gain. The puﬂs reflect
this. Democrats have agood chance nfwinning the
midterm election despite Trump’s efforts ac stealtng
it through intimidation and lies.

A closeelection is the easiest to steal. Lecus make
sure it is not close.

We have a strange tendency to argue over who
is entitled to speak. When Victor Wembanyama
of the San Antonio Spurs expressed horror at the
ICE shootings in Minneapolis, some responded
“Who?”and others suggested he stick to baskeball.
“Wemby, as he is known, is a French player whose fa-
ther is oanngoless origin. Heis7 feet 4inches tall;
was the top NBA draft pick in 2023; was Rookie of
the Year in 2024; and at age 22 hasalready played in
two All-Star games. But even if he were mediocre,
he would have as much rtght to express his views as
anyone else.

MAGAs love to dismiss the contibutions of
people of color. It is fine to clap back, but it is more
important to set a better example. Black people
have wisdom borne of surviving four centuries of
racial injustice on this continent. The thuggery
of ICE and Border Patrol agents recalls the slave
catchers of old. The persistence of hatred is disturb-
ing, but history teaches us that we will overcome.

Greyhound announced in February 2020 that
it would not consent to warrantless immigration
checks by Border Patrol agents on its buses. A
2020 story has resurfaced about a bus driver tell-
ingan ICE agent, “Gargle my balls” Pardon me for
quoting such a vulgar comment, but I think it viv-
idly illustrates the innate courage of many people in
standing up to police-state tactics. We cannot win
by being mmplacent.

Don Lemon’s defiance in response to his arrest
for committing journalism also shows the right
spirit. This proud black gay man demonstrates that
the struggle makes us stronger.

Richard Rosendall is a writer and activist who can
be reached at rrosendall@me.com.

Copyright © 2026 by Richard J. Rosendall. All
rights reserved.
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Aldersbridge  Communities has announced
plans for The Landing at East Point, an affordable,
LGBTQ-affirming independent living community
for adules 55 and older in Fast Providence.

The nonprofit organization describes the project
as Rhode Island’s first affordable housing develop-
ment specifically designed for LGBTQ older adults
and their allies, with an emphasis on safety, dignity,
and community. Advocates have long warned that
LGBTQ seniors face heightened risks of housing
insecurity, isolation, and discrimination in tradi-
tional senior living settings, particularly for those
who came of age before broader legal protections
were in place.

ij ect details, includingﬁnancing and construc-
tion timelines, remain in development and have not
yet been consolidated in a single public filing.

New Hampshire Bill Would Restrict Flags Dis-

played in Public Schools

A bill introduced in the New Hampshire House
would limit which flags may be displayed in public
schools and public charter schools, a proposal thac
has drawn sharp debate over classroom neutralicy
and student inclusion.

House Bill 1132 would allow only the US. flag,
New Hampshire state flag, and POW/MIA flag,
with narrow exceptions for munictpal ﬂags, mili-
tary branch ﬂags, and instructional use. Violations
could result in civil penalties of up to $1,000.

Supporters argue the measure would prevent
political messaging in schools, while opponents say
it would effectively prohibit Pride flags and other
symbols that LGBTQ students and allies view as
indicators of safety and acceptance in educational
spaces. The bill has received a public hearing and
awaits further legislative action.

Federal Civil Rights Investigation Opened in
Maine Over Transgender Student Participation

The US. Deparmment of Education’s Office for
Civil Rights has opened a Title IX investigation

involving a Maine school district following a com-

plaint related to a tr:msgendsr student’s participa-
tion on a school athletic team.

The investigation is part of a broader federal
enforcement action in which the Department
confirmed it opened 18 Tide IX investigations
nationwide based on similar complaints. Maine
officials have said most districts continue to fol-
low the Maine Human Rights Act, which explicicly
protects transgendtr students’ rigl’\[s to participare
in school activities consistent with their gender
identity.

The case underscores the growing conflict be-
tween state-level civil rights protections and
:hift'mg federal interpretations of Tite IX, with
immediate implications for school policies and
transgender students’ access to extracurricular ac-
tivities. The specific OCR notification letter sent
to the district has not been publicly released.

Written with information provided by the Rhode
Lsland Foundation; Aldfﬁﬁridge Communities; the
New Hampshire General Cowrt; the US. Depart-
ment of Education; the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
D.C. Circuit; GLAD Law
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awards?”

The two of them, along with entertainment executive
Jeremy Blacklow (Prime Video; Amazon MGM Studios),
therefore launched The Rainbow Project and its first initia-
tive, the Velma Awards (thcrainbnwpmj:ct.tv), in 2024. The
Velmas take a different approach than most media awards.
“Part of what we wanted to do was queer the awards struc-
ture,” Nee explained. Traditionally, she said, “studios sub-
mit, there are nominations, and then there’s a winner” With
queer content, however, the studios often don’t wantanyone
putting a spoth'ght on it, she said, so rather than rsly'mg on
studio submissions, The Rainbow Project seeks out such
programming itself.

When [hty find it, Reed said, “We award anybndy who
has had the temerity to make that happen,’ rather than se-
lecttngjust one winner from a group of nominees.

And instead of beingaimed at the studios, Nee added, the
Velmas are “purely for the creators to know that people are
ch:ering them on and paying attention,”

Award categories adjust to fit the programs and include
ones like “Best Queer Relationship Thar’s Just a Plain Ol
Relationship,” “Best Episode for Storytime with Drag
Queens,” “Best Helping My Dad Propose to My Other Dad,”
and “Best New NonBinary Cast Member.”

Last year, The Rainbow Project also launched an archive
offirst-hand accounts from creators and producers who have
gotten queer stories through or around the studio system, in
order to h:lp others trying to do the same. The archive is
closed to the public so that creators can speak freely about
where they found pushbaclk, Nee noted, but stressed, “We're
not here to shame anyone.” Instead, they want to create a
“safe space” for creators to be honest about their experiences
and share best practices.

Their goal is to build the archive into “the best resource
we can for the children’s media market in anythtng queer
narrative,” Reed said.

The motivation behind The Rainbow Project is personal
as well as professional. All three founders grew up watching
“queer-coded stuff” where they had to imagine themselves
in the stDrylLr]es, “because nobody was projecttng ourselves
back tous.” Nee reflected.

When her own son was growing up, she saw how it mat-
tered when he saw families that looked like his on screen.
Now, however, she said, “I think we're back in a place where
kids know how dangerous it is to be themselves.” Buc wheth-
er kids are figuring out their own gender identity or sexuality
or have LGBTQ parents, she insisted, “ We want everyone to
see that there is representation.”

Nee thinks that many shows on the Velmas list would not
get greenlit now, however; they have simply already been in
progress. She knows people working on new shows, and said
it feels like thingx are "gming back 10 ytars‘” where the net-
works are telling them not to include same-sex parents or
nonbinary characters. “People are being told flat out, “No,
we're not doing that right now because it invites the online
trolls,” she shared. Nee experienced such trolling firsthand
with her Netflix show “Ridley Jones” (2021-2023), because
it included a nonbinary character. “ The networks don't want
to get into that,” she said.

Reed agreed that among the people they both know in
high positions at the networks, “everybody is just really
afraid of the cnnscquznces.” She urged, “We have to take
risks regardless of the outcome. It is for the sake of our coun-
try as a whole.”

Both she and Nee were adamant, however, that the net-
works harbor no villains or evil overlords. “I think everyone
is in a bad place and we want to keep encouragingp:oplz to
be courageous,” Nee explained.

A way forward, too, could come from new approaches,
such as independent platforms outside the studio system,
Reed said, noting, “If mmebndy is able to fund thar, I think

Kristi Reed. Courtesy photo.
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itcould be immensely successful” She said that today’s “mar-
ket-driven narrative” is “not teaching [children] values and
all the fundamental building blocks that I think children’s
programming is esstntially meant to be.”

Nee concurred that “purely market-driven media” is not
the answer, "esp:cially not in the kids’ space.” As she sees it,
“The whole paradigm of the business is going to keep mov-
ing towards people making their own stuff and it finding
life online™ Eventually, “the studio system is not going to be
the only game in town.” When that shift really happens, she
believes, pmp]e will “gﬁt out of hav'mg to ask all the permis-
sions up the lines in these old structures that are built to pro-
tect the bottom line. I'm really excited for that.”

But while she finds her biggrst hnp: in the indeptndent
pathways, she also insisted, “The studio system still tells us
more about ourselves than any smaller platform, so it sill
feels really important to keep fighting the fight to make sure
that people sce themselves in the big brands.”

To Dtherpmf:ssiona]s in the fndu‘;try, Nee said, “I think
we're all looking for places to change the direction of what's
happening in our world. The most powerful and specific
thing that any of us can do is to figure out what steps we can
take this year within the media landscape.” She exhorted,
“Go out and do letter writing Drpmteqting or whatever else,
but don’t forget the power that’s right at our fingertips. Ev-
ery small thing you do will reverberate with a generation of
kids”

Viewers also have a role to play. Reed advised wa[ching
the shows on the Velmas list, taU('mg about them, leaving
positive reviews online, and pmmming them on social me-
dia. “Let people know you care, you want to watch it, you
appreciate it, your family sees it, and let the creators know
how imporrtant it is to you. All that stuff marters,” she said.

LDijng ahead, Reed revealed, “I am working on anum-
ber of things that will come out in the next year or so that
do have wonderful queer narratives. Some of them are some
pretty big IPs [intellecrual properties], and that is hopeful.”

Alt}mugh children’s programming is often seen asa small
part of the entire media landscnpe, Reed feels it plays a vital
role. “T very strongly believe that if you need to end genera-
tional hatred, it starts in children’s programming, That is
how you change a gencration,” she asserted. “Thar'’s where
we are placing our focus.”

Dana Rudolph is the founder and publisher of Mombian
(mombian.com), a two-time GLAAD Media Award-winning
blag for LGBTQ parents, plus a searchable database of 1,900+
LGBTQ family books.

We support the LGBTQIA charities that you support!
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billy masters

Sometimes you've just got to be patient. An event 50 years in
the making was just announced—a reanion of “Charlie’s Angels”
Obviously since the death of Farrah Fawcett (Majors), it isn't a
reunion of the miginal cast. Bur it’s the nextbest [hing. On April 6,
2026, Kate]ackson,jaclyu Smith and Cll:ryl Ladd will attend a
50th anniversary celebration at the PaleyFest LA. You'd think the
fact that they got Kate to show up (likely in a face mask) would be
cause to celebrate, but there’s a fly in the ointment. I never thought
I'd say these words, but peopl: are clamnring for Sl‘u:lley Hack.
The least popular Angel in captivity is also the only livir\g Ar\g:]
not invited. Of course, she still could show up. Nobody’s :aying she
can't buy a ticker.

Vying for second place in hot stories is this: “Don Lemon was
taken into cuxtody by federal agents last ntght in Los Angdt:,
where he was covering the Grammy Awards.” That's the statement
from Lemon's lawyer. This stems from Lemon's interviews of pro-
testers and the pastor at an anti-ICE rally at Cities Church in St.
Paul, Minnesota on January 18th. El Presidente took umbrage at
the coverage, and the Department of Justice twice attempted to
get an arrest warrant, A Minnesota Federal District Court judge
denied both requests. Lemon and four others were charged with
“Conspiracy Against Right of Religious Freedom at Place of Wor-
ship” and “Injure, Intimidate, and Interfere with Exercise of Right
of Religious Freedom at a Place of Worship”. That'’s a whole lotta
religious mumbo jumbo from someone who previously quoted
Two Corinthians!

I don’t watch “Trairors”™ There, [ said it. Not thar I don't like
it—I've never seen it. I'm absolutely convinced I'd love it if I both-
ered to turn it on. That said, I have been fo]lnwingthis Colton Un-
derwood situation, and I know a thing or two about him. What
you have to understand is that most reality contestants are driven
by one thing—the desire to be famous. Colton is driven by this.
Not a criticism—in fact, sumcthing I admire. But when you go on
THREE seasons of “Bachelor” shows without interest in women
(whatever degre: of "questioningM he may have had), there is one
thing for certain—he knows how to keep a secret. Yes, many people
will argue thar he had issues, he had questions, he needed therapy.
Absolutely. But what he needed even more was to be on TV. So,
stop the bashing of Michael Rapaport, who simply said of Colton
that he’s “better at holding a secret than anyone Tknow.

Then there’s the situation with Lisa Rinna, who I also have enor-
mous affection for. She claims she playfully called Colron a “stalker”
Then she found out he actually had been accused of stalking Cassic
Randolpl'\, one of his many “Bachelor” exes (oh, those silly question-
ing boys). Cassie even got a restraining order against him. That’s why
Rinna took back her accusation. “It’s come to my attention that my
post that I responded to in my *housewife mode’ I‘Rtakinguna life of
its own and it’s causing real problems for Colton. I do not want this
because Colton and T are great. He was a greatand is a great nemesis
for me on the show and in the game..The fact that the backlash is
happening, I feel horrible about because I don’t want to hurt any-
body. I'm here to play the game and have fun. We had so much fun,
I've anly always had agreat time with him. So, please guys be g:ntle.
Ic's agame, it'sa TV show. We're all doing the best we can. Don't send
death threats or do anything to jeopardize somebody’s family.”

Chris Noth is going public about his relationship with Sarah
Jessica Parker. The former Mister Big was killed off “And Just Like
That..” in the premiere :pisnde, which was always the pl:m. Then
three women from his past came forward with claims of sexual as-
sault. It should be noted that no charges were ever filed and no in-
vestigation ever happened. Noth had already wrapped "AJLT” by
the time Parker and co-stars released this statement: “We are decply
saddened to hear the allegations against Chris Noth, We support
the women who have come forward and shared their painful ex-
periences. We know it must be a very difficult thing to do and we
commend them for it.” Noth says, “The statement that they put
out—which was nothing more than brand management, really—1
don’t know, it was sad, it was dtsappnirlting, it was surprising. Be-
cause you need to call me and hear my side of this. You've known
me for many years, and we've worked for many years...And that
didn’t happen, and that was too bad” Asked where things stand

with Parker now, Chris replicd, “We're not friends, [ think that’s
pretty obvious.”

To add fuel to the fire, both Kristin Davis and Mario Cantone
believe the sequ:l series ended too soon—and certa‘mly not in a
tasteful fashion. Mario was a guest on Davis’ podcaqt and said, “I
just wanted one more season.” Kristin responded, “1 agree, I ab-
solutely wanted one more season too.” Mario added, “I don't care
what anybody says. That was not a series finale. It was a season fi-
nale, bur that wasn't a series finale” Fran kly, Ithink an Bv:rﬂowi.ng
toilet was the perfect visual metaphor for this ill-advised venture.

Last week, we discussed Hudson Williamswalkjng the runway
of Milan’s Fashion Week for Dsquared2. Turns out, he wasn't the
only one—he was just first. Connor Storrie did the same for Saint
Laurent. And then Vogue UK did something I didn’t expect. After
talking about Storrie’s modeling debut, they said, “with a leather-
trenched Francois Arnaud never straying too far from hisside. The
co-stars, who are believed to be dating, but could, of course, be best
friends, or flatmates, were also seen leaving Hotel Costes together
earlier that evening with the casual intimacy of two peoplt who
have shared each other’s bodies (Dn screen, I mean, with che view-
ing public).” Except they are not connected at all on “Heared Ri-
valry”. They ended the piece with this tantalizing quip: “"And what
does every great leading man in Hollywood have? A rumoured
boyﬁ'iend.” Throw the words “Could it be” at the beginning, and
you might as well be reading a Billy Masters item. Surely I don’t
mean to imply Vogue UK isn't any more repurable than whatever
publication you are reading this in. Progress? Perhaps. The jury’s
out. Bur the official videos of each lad get[ingdrtsqtd (in separate
hotel rooms, by the by) can be found on BillyMasters.com.

Ev:ry day, p:rfom)ers have lictde triumphs in changing the
world’s perception of marginalized people. Last weck, Bob the
Drag Queen made a splash when he joined the cast of "Moulin
Rouge! The Musical!” as Harold Zidler. Of course, not a total revo-
lution as Bob and Harold are both males. Tt’s worth noting that
while the role was nriginally played I:-y Danny Burstein, it was
eventually portrayed by Tituss Burgess—as much a drag queen as
Bob. But why quibble? I'm told Bob gor a great reception on his
entrance, and received a Rtanding ovation at his curtain call. The
producers even added a little of his “Purse First” for the finale me-
gamix. Congrats.

Things are not coming up roses in Japan. An upcoming produc-
ton of “Gypsy” in Tokyo will be retitled “Rose”. Why? “The origi-
nal e, "Gypsyy: is a discriminatnry term given to the Roma and
Sinti people...The Japanese title has been changed to “Rose” out
of consideration for this term.” Here's a better idea—don't do the
show. Nobody calls her “Gypsy” because she’s banging a tambou-
rine and readingpeopl:’s palms. She adop[ed thatas her name. This
is a work of art—either you do it as written or not at all. Even the
last Broadway revival was faithful to that. How will chat scenc in
the Chinese restaurant go over in Japan? Or the notarious eggroll
for Mr. Goldstone ? Or the Salute to Uncle Sam? Aren't those prob-
lematic? [ can't believe the estates of Jule Styne, Stephen Sond-
heim and Arthur Laurents are allowing this to happen. Dim the
ltghts on Broadway— theatre is officially dead.

This week’s “Ask Billy” question from Oscar in Florida: “Whe
is the hat papi in ‘Beauty in Black’? The one who plays the stripper?”

That would be fitness model Rodrigo Aburto—who is prob-
ably better known as the spouse of Matteo Lane. You'll be happy to
know that he'll be back for season three. “It’s been very cool. T was
really excited to use my dancing skills in the show. I'm a stripper on
the show, and they decided to grow my character.” I think parts of
you will gmwwhen you check him out on BtllyMasters.cDm.

When I'm bnycotttng the Takyo “Rose”, it’s deﬁnttely’ time
to end another column. Should you be interested, you can even
hear this leading lady sing. Just head on over to www. BillyMasters.
com—the site that has never said no to a forcign tongue. Should
I be able to give youa hand with anything else, feel free to drop a
note to Billy@BillyMasters.com and I promise to get back to you
before I tell you about my night with two Corinthians in the back
of a Chrysler Cordoba! So, until next time, remember, one man’s
filth is another man’s bible.

LT
Don Lemon
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By Bay Windows staff

Trump Reinstates
Transgender Military Ban

President Trump signed Executive Order
14183 on January 27, 2025, reinstating a ban
on transgender people serving openly in the US.
military.

The order, ttled “Priori[izing Militar}' Ex-
cellence and Readiness,” states that idzntifying
as a gender different from one’s sex assigned at
birth “conflicts with a soldier’s commitment to
an honorable, truthful, and disciplined lifestyle.”
The Department of Defense lacer issued imple-
menting guidance destgnattng transgender peo-
ple as presumptively disqualified from service
based on a diagnosis of gender dysphoria.

Muliple federal lawsuits were filed challeng-
ing the policy under the Fifth Amendment’s
equal protection guarantees. Several district
courts initially blocked enforcement, but the
US. Supreme Courrt later allowed the ban to
take effect while appeals continue.

Witten with information provided by the Fed-
eral Rﬂgislz’r; the US. Department nf Dﬁﬁ)’li‘ﬁ’,‘ the
USS. Supreme Court; and the Associated Press.

Transgender Service
Members Honored at
Forced Retirement
Ceremony

Five transgender service members were hon-
Dr:d during a retirement Cﬁrﬁmﬂny h:]d January

8, 2026, in Washingron, D.C., marking the end
of their military careers following the reinstated

transgen der service ban.

QUEER & TRANS EARLY AMERICA IN PRINT

OLD NORTH
ILLUMINATED.

The event was hosted by the Human Rights
Campaign Foundation and presided over by
retired four-star Gen. Stanley MecChrystal.
Those honored included Space Force Colonel
Bree Fram, Lt. Col. Erin Krizek, Cmdr. Blake
Dremann, Sgt. 1st Class Cathrine Schmid, and
Chief Petty Officer Jaida McGuire.

Representative Sarah McBride of Delaware
and Representative Mark Takano of California
delivered remarks. McBride described the forced
retirements as “immoral, unfair, and un-Amer-
ican.” Fram told attendees that those retiring
were not leaving because they failed in their du-
tics, but because “what we represented could not
be hidden away.”

Written with information provided by the Hu-
man Righrs Campaig}z Foundation; rﬁa'af state-
ments from members of Congress; and the Associ-
ated Press.

Former Space Force Colonel
Bree Fram Launches
Congressional Campaign

Retired Space Force Colonel Bree Fram an-
nounced her candidacy for Congress on Janu-
ary 20, 2026, launching a Democratic campaign
in Northern Virginia and raising more than
$100,000 in her first 24 hours, accﬂrdi.ng to her
campaign.

Fram served 23 years in the US. military,
including deployments to Iraq and Qatar, and
became the first openly transgender officer
promoted to colonel in January 2024. She was
forced into retirement f{)llowing the reinstate-
ment of the tmnigender military ban.

Fram is running in Northern Virginia's 11th
Congressional District, though final district
boundaries remain subject to ongoing redistrict-

A DIGITAL SFEAKER SERIES

ing, If clected, she would become the second
openly transgender member of Congress, join-
ing Representative Sarah McBride of Delaware.

Written with information provided by Bree
Fram ﬁr Gmgrsﬂ; Federal Election Commission
ﬁf.éngx; the U.S. Space Force; and the Associated
Press.

Rep. Sarah McBride
Misgendered During House
Proceedings

Representative Sarah McBride of Delaware,
the first openly transgender member of Con-
gress, was misgendered du:ing U.S. House floor
proceedings on January 14, 2026, when Rep-
resentative Andrew Clyde of Georgia referred
to her as “the gentleman from Delaware” while
serving as speaker pro tempore.

McBride did not respond to the remark
and proceeded with her prepared floor speech
honm’fng women leaders in Delaware, includ-
ing members of the state’s National Guard. A
spokesperson later said McBride did not hear
the comment and remains focused on lowering
costs for her constituents.

The exchange is documented in the Congres-
sional Record and House floor video.

Written with .énﬁrmdzinn provided by the Con-
greﬂtbmz! Record; C-SPAN; and the Associated
Press.

McBride Joins Bipartisan
Delegation to Denmark and

Greenland

Cop:nhagen and Nuuk — January 17-20,
2026

Representative Sarah McBride joined a bipar-

EVENT

WITH JEN MANION
AMHERST COLLEGE

FEBRUARY

11, 2026
OPM

tisan congressional dslegation traveling to Den-
mark and Greenland from January 17 to January
20,2026, amid renewed tensions following Pres-
ident Trump’s public statements about acquiring
Greenland.

The delegation met with Danish officials in
Copenhagen and Greenlandic leaders in Nuuk
to reaffirm diplomatic ties. Speaking afterward,
MeBride said leaders in Greenland privately
expressed a desire to remain part of Denmark
rather than become a USS. territory.

The dtl:gatinn included members of both
parties from the House and Senate.

Written with information provided by congres-
sional press offices and the Associated Press.

Anti-Transgender Riders
Removed From Federal
Funding Bills

Congressional negotiators removed anti-
transgender provisions from multiple federal
appropriations bills in late January 2026, pre-
venting policy riders that would have restricted
rights or services for transgendcr Americans.

The proposed provisions had appeared in
draft funding bills for the Departments of
Defense, Education, Health and Human Ser-
vices, Homeland Sscurity, and other agencies.
Lawmakers involved in the negotiations said
the language was stripped before the bills ad-
vanced.

Appropriations leaders emphasized that ma-
jor pulicy changts should be debated [hrough
standalone lcgislation rather than attached to
must-pass funding measures.

Written with information provided by Con-
gress.gov; the House and Senate Appropriations
Committees; and the Associated Press.
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