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remove references to ‘gender ideology’
from sex ed materials

By Geoff Mulvihill
Associated Press

In August, President Donald Trump’s
administration rold 40 states to elimi-
nate parts of lessons that focus on LG-
BTQ+ issues from federally funded

sexual education materials or that they

will lose funding,

The move is the latest in a line of
efforts since Trump returned to the
White House in January to recognize
people as only male or female and to
eliminate what he calls “gender ideol-
ogy.”

“Federal funds will not be used to

poison the minds of the next generation
or advance dangerous ideological agen-
das) Aczi.ng Assistant Health and Hu-
man Service Secretary Andrew Gradi-
son said in a statement.

That position contradicts what the

see GENDER IDEOLOGY, page 7

Finding Support: A Guide to LGBTQ+ Student
Resources In New England and Beyond

Complied by Bay Windows Staff

For LGBTQ+ students navigating
hig'h school and :Dlleg:, having ac-
cess to supportive resources can make
the difference between struggling in
isolation and thriving in community.
Whether you're dealing with family

rejection, campus discrimination, or

simply need someone who under-
stands your experience, help is avail-
able both locally in New England and
through national organizations,

Crisis Support When You Need
It Most

The Trevor Project remains the
gold standard for LGBTQ+ youth

crisis support, fozring 24/7 confiden-
tial help thmugh muldiple channels.
You can reach their trained counsel-
ors by cauing 1-866-488-7386, tex-
ting START to 678-678, or chatting
online at TheTrevorProject.org/Get-
Help. All services are completely free

see STUDENT RESOURCES, p.rge 2

State Audit: MA Education Department
Failed to Protect LGBTQ+ Students

By Bay Windows Staff

A comprehensive audit by State Au-
ditor Diana DiZoglio has revealed that
Massachusetts’ Department of Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education (DESE)
systematically violated agreements de-
signed to protect LGBTQ+ smdents,
putting vulnerable youth at increased
risk in schools statewide.

The audit, txamining the pcriod from
July 2021 through July 2023, found that
DESE breached its agreement with the

Massachusetts Commission on  LG-
BTQ+ Youth by failing to fulfill criti-
cal communication requirements wich
school districts.

Most sfgniﬁfandy, the audic reports
that the department failed to issuc a
mandated annual communication with
school leaders specifically aimed at cre-
ating safe and supportive environments
for LGBTQ+ smdents. This commu-
nication was designed to ensure districts
understood their nbﬁgations to protect
LGBTQ+ youth from discrimination

and harassment.

Accnrding to the audic ﬁndjngs,
these failures have “[reduced] the ef-
fectiveness of efforts to create safe and
supportive school environments and in-
crease the risk that LGBTQ+ students
do not receive adequate protections and
support.”

The report also revealed broader sys-
temic problems with DESE’s oversight
of educator misconduct. The audit

see AUDIT, page 7

Rapper Snoop Dogg has drawn
widespread criticism for his recent
response to a grandson’s questions
about same-sex parents in a movie.
His phrasing was insuiting, but he
also seemed simply frustrated thac
he didn't have an answer. I'm here to
help. Snoop.

Snoop’s comments came during
an interview August 20 on the “Tt’s
Giving” podcast, when he spoke
about watching the Disney film
“Lightyear” with one of his grand-
sons, The protagonist’s boss and
best friend is a woman astronaut
who is later shown to have a wife
and kids.

During the film, Snoop related,
his grandson asked him, “How she
have a baby with a woman? She’s a
woman!” The boy kept question-
ing while the movie played, and
Snoop tried to hush him. Snoop
cDmplained to the pndcast, “Ididn’c
come in for this shit. T just came to
watch the goddamn movie.... I'm
scared to go to the movies now.

An Answer for Snoop Dogg

by Dana Rudolph | drudolph@mombian.com

o ! contributing writer

Y'all throwing me in the middle of
shit that I don't have an answer for.”
He continued. “These are kids.
That we have to show that at this
age ... like, they’re going to ask ques-
tions. I don't have the answer.”

Podcast host Sarah Fontenor also
said she wouldn’t know what to say
in that situation, and when she (ar
hﬂl‘ tﬂam) sttEd a CJIP Df‘ (hﬂ Sﬂg'
ment to YouTube, it was provoca-
tively titled, “Disney exposing kids
too soon?”

Let me be very clear: Saying that
thﬂm)s some age Wh:n kI&S are too
young to know about same-sex par-
ents is the same as saying that kids
ShDUJdnY[ be miSEd IJY same-Sex par—
ents.

Furthermore, this isn't just about
helping kids understand what they
may see on screen, but about equip-
ping them for life in the world tﬂday.
There are 5 million children under
18 being raised by 2.6 million LG-

see uounlﬂﬂ,pagﬂ 3

Court Denies Amherst
School District’s Bid to Block
Counselor’s Reinstatement

By Bay Windows Staff

A Hampshire Superior Court
judge on August 22 denied an emer-
gency motion by Amherst-Pelham
Regional Public Schools to prevent
the reinstatement of guidance coun-
selor Delinda Dykes, who was fired
in December 2023 for allegedly dis-
criminating against LGBTQ+ stu-

dents.

Dykes won her job back chrough
arbitration in July, with the arbitra-
tor ﬁndingthc district failed to prove
she had repeatedly misgendered stu-
dents or made inappropriate com-
ments about gender or sexual orien-

tation, according to New England

see AMHERST, page 3

“I know just how you feel because I have had these deep, loving

relationships with men in my life, and all my wives were jealous.”

- Vincent Price’s response when his daughter, Victoria Price, came out to him as a lesbian. And suddenly, all the pieces fall into place.

more in Billy Masters on page 6!

Public domain ph Vkimedia
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Student Resources

Continued, ﬁom pagel

and designed specifically for LGBTQ+ young
people under 25.

Recent political changes have eliminated the
specialized LGBTQ+ youth services from the
988 Suicide Crisis Lifeline as of July 2025, but
the general crisis support remains available by
calling or texting 988. For transgender individu-
als specifically, Trans Lifeline ar 1-877-565-8860
provides crisis support staffed by transgender
people who understand the unique challenges
thhﬁ trans Cxpﬁriencc. Thcy Dpcratc MDndﬂy"
Friday, 10 AM to 6 PM Pacific time.

New England’s Local Support Networks
Massachusetts leads New England in LG-
BTQ+ youth support infrastructure. The
state’s AGLY Network serves over 6,000 LG-
BTQ+ youth annually through local chaprers
including BAGLY in Boston, NAGLY on the
North Shore, OUT MetroWest, and groups in
Brockton, Holyoke, Merrimack Valley, Green-
field, Pitsfield, South Coast, Springfield, and
‘Worcester. Boston GLASS Community Center
operates as a (imp-in center for young pﬂopie

National Hotline ar 888-843-4564, the Yourth
Talkline at 800-246-7743, and weekly online chat
rooms for youth under 19. Crisis Text Line pro-
vides 24/7 support by texting HOME to 741741,
while Q Chat Space offers a moderated online
community for LGBTQ+ teens.

Navigating College as an LGBTQ+ Student

College represents both opportunity and chal-
lenge for LGBTQ+ students. Campus Pride’s
Index serves as the premier tool for finding
LGBTQ+-friendly colleges and universities, of-
fering a searchable database of schools that have
demonstrated commitment to inclusive policies
and programs. Their Trans Policy Clearinghouse
specifically tracks colleges with gender-neutral
housing, trans-inclusive nondiscrimination poli-
cies, and other ::ansgemitr—su?pﬂr[ive services.

Research consistently shows that schools with
Gender-Sexuality Alliances (GSAs) report less
bullying, less homophobic language, and greater
sense of belonging for LGBTQ+ students. When
evaluating colleges, look for active LGBTQ+ stu-
dent organizations, dedicated resource centers,
Safe Zone trained staff, and comprehensive non-
discrimination policies.

Some progressive institutions even offer emer-
gency funding for LGBTQ+ students who lose

dents are well-documented, with over 64 per-
cent expecting to pay for college out of pocket
BCCDfding to recent Studiﬁs. Fﬂrmnﬂtﬁfy, nu-
merous scholarships target LGBTQ+ students
spcciﬁcaﬁy. Organizations like Bnki.org,
Scholarships360, and various foundations offer
awards ranging from small grants to substan-
tial multi-year scholarships. These scholarships
hﬂip ICVCI d‘ﬂ pIay!ng ﬁd& fDr Stu&enfs WhD

often face family rejection and carn about 10
percent less than their peers after graduation.

Family and Community Support

PFLAG chapters across the country provide
invaluable support for both LGBTQ+ individ-
uals and their families, with hundreds of local
chapters offering virtual and in-person support
groups. The organization recognizes that fam-
ily acceptance dramatically improves outcomes
for LGBTQ+ youngpeoplc, while family rejec-
tion significantly increases risks.

For students whose families struggle with
acceptance, connecting parents to PFLAG
removes the burden of education from young
pe ople themselves, aﬂowing trained volunteers
and other parents to provide perspective and
support.
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ages 13-25, oifcringeverything from mealsand  family financial suppore after coming out, recog-

Computer access to support groups covering  nizing the unique financial vulnerability many
coming out, gender identity, and more. youngpeople face when their families reject them,

Greater Boston PFLAG provides cru-
cial family support ac 781-891-5966, with a
helpline at 866-427-3524. For those experienc-
ing domestic violence, The Network/La Red
offers a free 24-hour hotline at 617-742-4911
specifically for LGBTQ+ folks in abusive situ-

ations,

School-Based Advocacy and Rights

GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education
Nerwork) works nationwide to ensure LGBTQ+
students can learn in environments free from
buﬁying and harassment, Dfﬁriﬂg resources for
both students and educators. The ACLU’s LG-
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that have tyr used by our
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Moving Forward with Support

Research consistently demonstrates that sup-
portive school environments can mean the dif-
ference between life and deach for LGBTQ+
students, with afﬁrming schools correla{ing

with lower rates of suicide attempts and bet-
ter mental health outcomes overall. Whether
through crisis hotlines, local youth groups, col-

1ege resource centers, or family support organi-
zations, the network ofsupport for LG BTQ+

Beyond  Massachuscets,  support  exists
throughout New England. LGBTQ+ Legal Ad-
vocates and Defenders (GLAD) serves the en-
tire region, offering free legal name and gender
marker change resources for transgender people
across Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont.
Vermont's Diversicy Health Project maintains
a searchable database of LGBTQ+-affirming
healthcare providers, while Maine’s Mainetrans.
necoffers peer support groups and advocacy spe-
cifically for transgender individuals.

Additional National Resources
The LGBT National Help Center operates
multiple specialized hotlines: the main LGBT

BTQ+ Youth and Schools Resource Library
provides comprehensive information about
student rights, including guidance on forming
GSAs, addressing harassment, and understand-
ing legal protections.

Un&crs(ﬁnding d]a[ [(m)wfc(igﬁ Cq\lals PQW'
er, these organizations emphasize that public
schools are legally required to allow students to
form GSAs and must treat them equally with
other student clubs, For educators wanting to
create more sSUpportive enviroNMeNts, resources
exist through organizations like the National
Education Association and local affiliates.

Financial Support for Education
The financial challenges facing LGBTQ+ stu-
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contacting the Bay Windows business office.
students continues to grow despite political Rivendell Media
challenges. National Adveriising Represeniative

The key is knowing these resources exist and
feeling empowered to use them. No LGBTQ+
student should navigate their journcy alone
Whﬁn 50 many FCQP!C Eﬂd Drgﬂnizatiﬂns Sfﬁn({
ready to provide support, advocacy, and com-
munity.

For immediate crisis support, remember
that The Trevor Project’s counselors are avail-
able 24/7 at 1-866-488-7386. For longer-term
support, explore local AGLY chapters, campus
pride centers, PFLAG groups, and the many
other organizations working to ensure every
LGBTQ+ young person can not just survive, buc
thrive.
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Mombian

Continued from page 1

BTQ+ parents in the United States, in every
region of the country, per UCLAS Williams
Insticute. Millions of adults have been raised
by them. Teaching children abour LGBTQ+
families and family diversity more broadly is
stcthingevcry parent and guardian should do.

I’m sympathetic to Snoop’s feeling of annoy-
ance, though, when a kid asks a question about
somed\ing that we adules don’t have experience
with or an answer for. I therefore want to edu-
cate, not just castigate. My advice to Snoop is
to tell his grandson essentially what I told my
own son. “Sometimes a woman falls in love
with another woman or a man with another
man, just like a man and a woman can fall in
love,” I would say. “And there are different ways
they can have kids rogether.”

That might be enough to satisty a child’s first
inquiry, [fthey wanted to know more, I'd elab-
orate with st:thing like, “It takes three things
to make a baby: a sperm, an egg, and a womb.
Sometimes a couple has all of those things, but
sometimes, a couple or single person needs to
find a special person called a donor, who gives
them an egg or sperm, or someone called a sur-
rogate, who offers to carry the baby for them in
their womb. They can also adopt a child who
needs a home”

Additional conversations can add nuance
and details—this shouldn’t be a one-shot info-
dump, bur rather the start of a series of discus-
sions as a child grows.

There are also a number of picture books
that can help adults and children have these
conversations. I'd start with ones about the
many types of family structures, such as “Fami-
lies” by Shelley Rotner and Sheila M. Kelly
(Holiday Hause), “Love Makes a Famﬂy,”
by Sophie Beer (Dial), and “Love Without
Bounds: An IntersectionAllies Book about

Families,” by Carolyn Choi, Chelsca Johnson,
and LaToya Council, illustrated by Ashley Seil
Smith (Dotir Press).

For expfaining biolngi('ai creation in ways
inclusive of all identities, I par(icularly like
“What Makes a Baby," by Cory Silverberg, il-
lustrated by Fiona Smyth (Triangle Square),
and “You Began as a Wish by Kim Bergman,
illustrated by Iric Pollak. ( Visit my Database of
LGBTQ+ Family Books at mombian.com for
even more titles that cover all kinds of family
creation.)

Parenting and grandpamming are hard.
Sometimes we need to talk about things we're
not prepared to, or that make us uncomfort-
able. We owe it to the children to educate our-
sclves, however, and to have those conversations.

Snoop himself scems to have apologized and
cxpressed a wiﬂingncss to learn. When trans-
gender actor and television personality Ts Mad-
ison chastised him on Hollywood Unlocked
for his initial remarks, Snoop left a comment
on the show’s Instagram account, saying that
he was “just caugh[ off guard" and that “all my
gay friends no [sic] what's up they been calling
me with love ... my bad for not knowing the
answers for a 6 yr old ... teach me how to learn
I'm not perfect.” (Deadline later reported that
although the comment came from the rapper’s
verified account, “a source close to Snoop Dogg”
said it was fake; I have no further information
either way, although I have confirmed chat the
comment is still there as of this writing, despizc
Deadline saying that it had been deleted.)

Regardless of that comment, however, I'll
quote Snoop’s words from a 2019 interview
with Fader magazine several years ago: “You
can teach an old dog new tricks if that old dog
listen.” Snoop, T hope you're listening.

Dana Rudolph is the founder and publisher of
Mombian (mombian.com), a two-time GLAAD
Media Award-winning blog for LGBTQ+ par-
ents pIus a searchable database af 1,800+ LG-
BTQ+ family books.

Ambherst

Continued ﬁm pagel

Public Media.

In dcnying the district’s motion, Justice
James Manitsas wrote that “mere restating
of bare allegations previously alleged by the
school district and found not to have been

proven by the arbitrator falls woefully short of
establishing” that the arbitrator exceeded her
powers, New Engiand Public Media reported.

Dykes remains on paid administrative leave
while the district aypta}s the arbicration deci-
sion, The case stems from a 2023 investigation
into aﬂcgations that middle school counselors
failed to protect LGBTQ+ students from ha-
rassment.
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IMPORTANT FACTS FOR BIKTARVY"®

This is only a brief summary of important information about BIKTARVY® and does not

(bik-TAR-vee)

replace talking to your healthcare provider about your condition and your treatment.

MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT BIKTARVY POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY may cause serious side effects, including:
Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. Your
healthcare provider will test you for HBV. If you have
both HIV-1and HBV, your HBV may suddenly get worse
if you stop taking BIKTARVY. Do not stop taking
BIKTARVY without first talking to your healthcare
provider, as they will need to check your health regularly
for several months, and may give you HBV medicine.

ABOUT BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY is a complete, 1-pill, once-a-day prescription
medicine used to treat HIV-1in adults and children who
weigh at least 55 pounds. It can either be used in people
who have never taken HIV-1 medicines before, or people
who are replacing their current HIV-1medicines and
whose healthcare provider determines they meet
certain requirements.
BIKTARVY does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. HIV-1is the
virus that causes AIDS.
Do NOT take BIKTARVY if you also take a medicine
that contains:

dofetilide

rifampin

any other medicines to treat HIV-1

BEFORE TAKING BIKTARVY

Tell your healthcare provider if you:
Have or have had any kidney or liver problems,
including hepatitis infection.
Have any other health problems.
Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. Tell your
healthcare provider if you become pregnant while
taking BIKTARVY.
Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed.
Talk to your healthcare provider about the risks of
breastfeeding during treatment with BIKTARVY.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines

you take:
Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-
counter medicines, antacids, laxatives, vitamins, and
herbal supplements, and show it to your healthcare
provider and pharmacist.
BIKTARVY and other medicines may affect each other.
Ask your healthcare provider and pharmacist about
medicines that interact with BIKTARVY, and ask if it is
safe to take BIKTARVY with all your other medicines.

) GILEAD ®

BIKTARVY may cause serious side effects, including:
Those in the “Most Important Information About
BIKTARVY" section.

Changes in your immune system. Your immune
system may get stronger and begin to fight infections
that may have been hidden in your body. Tell your
healthcare provider if you have any new symptoms
after you start taking BIKTARVY.

Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your
healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to
check your kidneys. If you develop new or worse kidney
problems, they may tell you to stop taking BIKTARVY.
Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis),
which is a serious but rare medical emergency that can
lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away
if you get these symptoms: weakness or being more
tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of
breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with nausea
and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy
or lightheaded, or a fast or abnormal heartbeat.
Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead
to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away

if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part

of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine,
light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several

days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

The most common side effects of BIKTARVY in
clinical studies were diarrhea (6%), nausea (6%),

and headache (5%).

These are not all the possible side effects of BIKTARVY.

Tell your healthcare provider right away if you have

any new symptoms while taking BIKTARVY.

You are encouraged to report negative side

effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit

www.FDA.gov/medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor

your health before and during treatment with BIKTARVY.

HOW TO TAKE BIKTARVY

Take BIKTARVY 1time each day with or without food.

GET MORE INFORMATION

This is only a brief summary of important information
about BIKTARVY. Talk to your healthcare provider or
pharmacist to learn more.

Go to BIKTARVY.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5.

If you need help paying for your medicine,

visit BIKTARVY.com for program information.
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L BIKTARVY®

hictegravir S0mg/emtricitabine 200mg/
tenofovir alafenamide Z5mg tablets

Sixty-something years
of to tell

Hugo is still undetectable with BIKTARVY. Undetectable means the virus
in his blood is so low that it can’t be measured in a lab test.

BIKTARVY is a complete, 1-pill, once-a-day prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in certain adults.
BIKTARVY does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS.

*This information is an estimate derived from the use of information under license from the following IQVIA information service: IQVIA LAAD,
for the period July 2018 through July 2024. |IQVIA expressly reserves all rights, including rights of copying, distribution, and republication.

Please see Important Facts about BIKTARVY, including important warnings, on the previous page
and at BIKTARVY.com.
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hilly masters

Last week, we celebrared the 30th anniversary of this weekly
column. That works out to over 1,500 columns—each of which
had abour 1,500 words. Oh, the symmetry is almost poetic. [,
for one, can’t believe I've done the same t})ing, {iay in, day out,
for 30 years. One minute you're celebrated as the voice of sev-
eral generacions, and the next minute, you celebrate something
a bit closer to home—the life of Big Daddy Masters. Yes, at the
age of 92, my father passed away after a relatively short illness. I
know popular convention says T should feel sad about this, but
all in all, I'm mostly filled with gratitude. I had a parent who
was inexplicably always proud of me—and trust me, that was no
small feat. He didn't always say it, bur I always knew. With the
passage of time and knowing many people who had contentious
relacionsf\ips with their parents, I'm acuce[y aware of how lucky
I was. Rest in peace.

This got me thinking about my lcgacy. Obviously there will
be many universities that will teach “The Arc of Billy Masters”.
Young writers will attempt to emulate my indefinable je ne sais
quoi (I've got a whole lotta quoi to pass on). I'll probably take on
sﬁverai ﬂtdghng,nub:liﬁ YDU.&I.S as?f()t gS. Uﬂ.{lkﬁ mY mﬁﬂy now-
defunct colleagues, a strong part of my legacy is my ability to be
a fair and unbiased arbiter of news—unless it’s about someone I
cither slept with or don't like (often one and the same). So since
we've aiready told you the side of the hooker/, porn star that Da-
vid Geffen married, T feel strongly that we must give the mogul
a chance to have his say.

To remind you, the twosome married in 2023 with no pre-
nup and no children (that we know of ). Donovan Michael (aka
Brandon Foster, aka David Armstrong) is requesting spousal
support and has filed a lawsuit against Geften clﬁiming breach
of contract. Answering these charges, Geffen calls the claim “a
work of fiction”. “Plaintiff cannot embarrass Geffen and excort
a secclement with petry gossip and salacious lies” The revort
states that “Geffen loved Plaintiff and treated him with noth-
ing but kindness, respect, and generosity througimut their re-
lationship.” Geffen freely admits that their initial “encounter”
was transactional—$ 10K for the full night (how presidential of
him). He also claims that Michael used assistants to charge hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars to Geffen’s accounts—although, to
be fair, ifyou’m married to David Geffen, you expect that’s not
a big deal. Geffen adds that in the final months of the marriage,
Donovan spent a pretry penny on OnlyFans and paying for male
€SCOrts. Ag:u'n, 1 kinda expect that in a Geffen marriage, but you
probably have to run it by him first (might I suggest a “play to-
gether” clause?).

Before leaping into this next story, I feel compelled to again
point out that Kevin Spacey has never been convicted of any
crime. Spacey continues his bid for a return to Hollywood by
attending the Venice Film Festival—my favorite of the Euro-
pean festivals (wich the exception of the Danish Clogging Fes-
tival). Since no notable acting roles have dropped into Kevin’s
lap (so to speak), he’s directing. “Holiguards Saga-The Portal
Of Force” is termed as a “sci-fi thriller” and Kevin co-stars with
Dolph Lundgren and Eric Roberts. Even more ridiculous, his
producers are throwing a “gala” to accompany a screening of the
trailer. Yes, the trailer—noteven the film! They say the event will
include “live performances by an opera singer and a Georgian
dance ensemble”. You throw some clogs on them Georgians and
I'm there!

Mike Sorrentino (better known to my fans as The Situation)
wrote a memoir. That’s not even the news, although it’s news to
me, His memoir is being adapted into a documentary—perhaps
amulti-part documentary. I suppose it could be worse—it could
become a musical!

Ina recent interview, sexy Austin Butler was asked if hewould
bring Paul Mescal, Barry Kcoghan or Saoirsc Ronan to apub.
Austin said, “Barry would be a great time, but I wouldn’t subject
him to that” He added he previously partied with Mescal. “We
once went to a bar and they shut it down and then they played
show tunes. And Paul and I danced and had a great time” One
mig?\t even call ira gay ol’ time. Not necessarily me, but one.

A reunion of the cast of “Dawson’s Creek” is taking place as
acharity benefit on Broadway on September 22nd. The evening
will benefit F Cancer—the brainchild of James Van Der Beek,
who has been diagnosed with Stage 3 colorectal cancer. Joining
the Beek will be my bon ami John Wesley Shipp alongside Mi-
chelle Williams, Joshua Jackson, Katic Holmes, Mary-Mar-
garet Humes, Mary Beth Peil, Kerr Smith, Busy Philipps and
more. The plan is to do a live reading of the pilot to the series.
But would people come? Uh, yes, they would. Tickets for the
one-night-only event sold out in 12 minutes!

EJ.SCWI’]CIC on Bmﬂdwﬂy, d]e pmduccrs D{ “Maybt HRPPY
Ending” have made the startling announcement that Darren
Criss hasn't actually left the show—despite the statements and
press releases to the contrary. He's simply taking an “extended
vacation”. He plans to return on November 5th. I do hope that
all of the crap Andrew Barth Feldman reccived for not being of
Korean descent continues towards Criss, who likewise has nota
drop of Korean blood in his DNA. I hesitate from saying he has
no Korean in him—because, you know; a gig's a gig!

If the politically correct folks out there want to find some-
one to hate, look no further than Dame Helen Mirren. The es-
teemed actress was asked how she felc about there one day being
a female James Bond. “1 wish them well. 'm excited for the next
man to come on the stage. I'm such a feminist, but you can’t have
a woman playing James Bond. Tt just doesn’t work. James Bond
has to be James Bond, otherwise it becomes something else”.

A scurrilous rumor was circulating that Becks Motor Lodge
in San Francisco was poised to sell. Not crue. The landmark es-
tablishment in the middle of the Castro ncighborhood opened
its doors in 1958 and ever since has serviced our community (to
say nothing of truckers, who frequented the parking lot). It’s
still a family business. When contacted, they said, “Thanks for
checking with us, We are alive and well!”

I hate to bring up El Presidente weck after week. But, you
kl]DW, E]E’S CDIU_Inn'Wfo}]Y, 1{ not sponge-wﬂrtfly. APTDPDS DF
the announcement of this year’s Kennedy Center Honorees,
along with news that El plans to host the event, a reporter asked
if there were any truth to the rumors that he was considering
renaming the venue with his own name. He chuckled and said,
“Maybe in a week or so.” Sometimes a joke ain't so funny.

I should have predicted this week's “Ask Billy” question. Gary
in Miami wrote, “Is it true that Antoni is off the market? What do
you know about his boyfriend?”

What can I say? Hot guys simply bounce back faster. They
also tend to bounce up and down with enormous enthusiasm...
bur thar’s another story. As to Antoni Porowski from “Queer
Eyc”, he hadn't been linked with anyone seriously since the
implosion of his engagement to Kevin H:u'rington. R:cendy,
however, he’s been tumning up at events with Zacharias Niedz-
wiecki, who s described as a “personal trainer”. What he is train-
inglittle Antoni to do, I'll leave to your vivid imagination. Never
underestimate the power of pecs (to say nothing of rock-hard
abs). The duo has even taken the liaison to social media—which
means somcthing, according to my tween nicces. I don't want
to minimize either of their appeal. It’s entirely possible that they
could have looks and other less tangible ateributes. But for now,
we'll let you sample cheir more visible wares on BillyMasters.
com.

When one man’s fuck buddy is another man’s boyfriend (and
who hasn't been there?), we've definitely come to the end of yet
another column, I was thinking—Big Daddy lasted to 92. That
means I could be writing this column another...oh, four decades
or so (allowing for a gencrous conversion to gay years). If that’s
the case, you should probably get in on the ground floor of www.
BillyMasters.com—the site that encourages bouncing of all
kinds. The more you bounce, the looser my lips get...s0 to speak.
If you'd like to try ‘em out, drop a note and your questions to
Billy@BillyMasters.com and I promise to get back to you before
David Geffen endows a Billy Masters Chair (I always enjoy shar-
inga chair with a well-endowed man). Until next time, remem-
ber, one man’s filth is another man's bible.

<ALy
e

James Van Der Beek

L T A L AR R R LR LIV TR AR

Dame Helen Mirren




Gender Ideology

Cuﬂtinuedﬁumpage 1

American Medical Association and other
mainstream medical groups say: that exten-
sive scientific research suggests sex and gen-
derare better understood asa spectrum than
asan either-or definition.

The funds in question in the Personal Re-
sponsibility Education Program total over
$81 million for the 40 states plus the Dis-
trict of Columbia and five territories where
Dﬂicia]s WEre QISD sent d\g k(fﬂr. 'I}lﬂ Dﬂiciais
were KDI& d]ﬁy havﬁ 60 dﬂys to C}lﬂng: f_hﬂ ICS'
sons or could lose their grants.

California was warned previously, and the
$12 million grane for thac state was scripped
on Aug. 21.

Now, other states will have undl late Oc-
tober to decide whether to comply or give up
the funding.

Connecticut Attorney General William
Tong also suggested there could be legal
challenges o the administration’s effort.

"Thmt:ning todefund our schools over this
is completely unhinged and we're not going
to lec Trump steal money from our kids,” he
said in a statement.

The grants are used to teach adolescents
abour abstinence and contraception. They
target education for those who are home-
less, in foster care, Iiving in rural areas or
places with high teen birth rates — and mi-
nority groups, including LGBTQ+ popu-
lations.

Alison Macklin, spokesperson for
SIECUS: Sex Ed for Social C}\angt, said
the grant money is used for things like
training sex education instructors and for
groups that present lessons in schools or
after-school groups.

“This money is essential to states and ter-
ritories to support sex education,” she said.
“They build critical life skills for young
people”

She noted thar some states have laws re-
quiring education about lesbian, gay and
transgender people.

Inche letters, the federal Administration

for Children and Families pointed to spe-
cific examples in textbooks and curricula
that they find objectionable.

For instance, a curriculum used in Ala-
bama encourages the instructor to ask par-
ticipants to share the pronouns they use.

It also tells the inszructor to tell the class
that ptopft “may iétmify as gay, lesbian,
bisexual or straigh:. Some may identify as
male, female or transgender, All of these
differences make us unique. Regardless of
how you sce yourself, your background,
prtvious rtlazionships or r:xptricnce, each of
you has a place in this group.”

South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster
applauded the wamnings during a question-
and-answer period with reporters this week.

“The things they describe there really
have gotno business bcing in there. he said.
“Somebody has gone crazy somewhere try-
ing to put all this stuff” in lessons.

Assaciated Press reporters Jeffrey Collins in
Colwmbia, South Carolina, and Susan Haigh
in Harg“orci Connecticut, contributed to this
article.

Audit

Continued from page 1

found that “individuals who pose a risk to
student safety could remain in classrooms or
educational settings without appropriate re-
view or disciplinary action” due to inadequate
investigation procedures.

For LGBTQ+ students, who already face
disproportionate rates of bullying and harass-
ment inSCI’lDOJS, [;]CE Dvﬁrsigfht FH.IIUICS repre-
sent a particularly serious threat to their safety

BROKER ELECTRICAL

and weﬂ-being.

LG-
BTQ+ youth nationwide are facing increas-
ing challenges in educational settings, mak-
ing cffective state oversight and protection

The audit comes at a time when

mechanisms more crucial than ever.

Despite the concerning findings, there are
signs of potential improvement ahead.

The Massachusetss Commission on LG-
BTQ+ Youch has indicared its wiﬂingnss to
work with DESE to address these deficien-
cies.

The commission’s executive director,

3
FIRSTRCHOICE

USINESS EROKERS

Dene Hager
Business Broker and M&A Advisor

Cell: (207) 367-9747
dene.hager@fchb.com

Serving Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont & Massachusetts

Shapiaic Brooks, expn’ssad hnpe for futuare
collaboration, stating her agency remains
“commitred to continuing our collaboration
with DESE” and hopeful about “their com-
mitment to ensure that all students across the
Commonwealth have aceess to inclusive and
intersectional education that is accurate and
equitable.”

The audit underscores the critical impor-
mnce of state accountbility in protecting
LGBTQ+ students and ensuring schools
pmvid: truly safe, supportive 1eaming envi-
ronments for all students.
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Imagine YOUR LOGO on bazillions of
custom promotional products!

6175
An A+ vendor that is gay owned, operated,
and certified by the NGLCC.

We support the LGBTOIA charities that you support!

SERVICE GUIDE ADS
GET RESULTS

Email for more information
sales@baywindows.com

IRRIGATION

Cell: (781) 640-5590 | Office: (508) 270-6841
Tim& angelspainting.net | www.angelspaintingine.com

ProviDinGg QuaLiTy
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
to the BosTON AREA

D’S ELECTRIC

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREe ESTIMATES

24 Hour SERVICE

Dedicated

to Customer Service since 1971

617.542.2000

www.ds-electric.com

Mass License #14580A

IS YOUR SPRINKLER SYSTEM
APAININTHE GRASS?

Avrelmrs

IRR1IGATION €0

We are proud to be a leader in
smart irrigation and offer the most
efficient and effective installations

= Spring activations
= System upgrades
= WiFi controllers

« Drip systems

« Container gardens

Contact us today!

781-863-1000

geoff@autowaterinc.com | autowater.com
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WiFi equipment and
unlimited data included

All-in means all-in

xfinity.com/deals

No annual
contracts

Flexibility guaranteed

QS 1-800-xfinity Q) visit a store today
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